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Bush Matters
Newsletter of the Conservation Partners Program of the 
Department of Environment and Climate Change NSW

The Far South Coast Conservation Management Network (FSCCMN) 
is providing opportunities for landholders, including those with 
Conservation Agreements and Wildlife Refuges, to broaden their land 
management skills and knowledge (see pages 8 and 9).

Support for landholders who are part of the Conservation Partners 
Program is available through a range of avenues. The FSCCMN 
provides support through activities, such as the workshop covering 
the techniques and issues related to fi re and vegetation management, 
pictured above. This day was invaluable as a follow-up to a workshop 
series which many landholders participated in earlier through the 
Nature Conservation Council (NCC) Hotspots Program. 

The workshop was an opportunity for participants to see fi rst-hand how 
fi re can be used as a tool to manage native vegetation. Fire can be used 
to benefi t some native species as well as reduce fuel loads to protect 
life and property. Participants who attended and had not seen or used 
fi re before said it was invaluable to actually see how the fi re behaved 
and in particular how it moved downslope and against the wind. 
This knowledge will assist landholders to prepare and implement fi re 
management plans.
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From the Director General

Conservation Partners Program 

e conservation.partners@environment.nsw.gov.au 
w www.environment.nsw.gov.au/cpp/ConservationPartners.htm
m  Department of Environment and Climate Change NSW                      
 PO Box A290, Sydney South NSW 1232
Your contacts for information about the program and correspondence 
about the newsletter are: 
Sally Ash  02 9995 6768  sally.ash@environment.nsw.gov.au 
Louise Brodie  02 9995 6770  louise.brodie@environment.nsw.gov.au

Would you like to hear about upcoming events? 
Go to the Conservation Partners webpage, or send us your email address.

Landholders who have Conservation 
Agreements and Wildlife Refuges 
know that putting these in place is 
an important voluntary commitment 
to conservation. Managing land for 
conservation is an ongoing activity to 

maintain signifi cant biodiversity and 
cultural heritage. It is important that 
we recognise and support the ongoing 
contribution and commitment that 
landholders are making to long-term 
conservation. Landholders work to 
address emerging and actual threats 
such as weeds, pests, inappropriate 
stock grazing, encroachment and the 
implications of climate change.

This issue of Bush Matters highlights 
the conservation eff orts and 
achievements of landholders in the 
DECC Conservation Partners Program, 
the wide scope of their activities, 
and those who are assisting and 
supporting these endeavours. The 
impressive capacity and capability 
of government, non-government, 
community organisations and 
individuals working in partnership 
is demonstrated. These partnerships 
enable practical recognition and 
support for the important work of 
private landholders with conservation 

commitments under Conservation 
Agreements, Wildlife Refuges and 
Land for Wildlife. Landholders tell 
us about their projects and how 
they obtained on-ground works 
assistance and information, and built 
practical experience in management 
and monitoring techniques. Formal 
networks enable landholders to 
attend workshops to learn about 
better management and provide 
opportunities where landholders can 
share their common management 
issues and identify best responses. 
Funding for conservation works, 
and in some cases rate and tax 
concessions, provide important 
fi nancial recognition and support for 
landholders’ ongoing commitment 
and management eff ort.

LISA CORBYN 
Director General
Department of Environment and 
Climate Change NSW

BioBanking is a market-based scheme 
developed by DECC to help address the loss 
of biodiversity and threatened species. The 
scheme creates a market for biodiversity 
credits which are generated by landholders. 
The sale of credits can provide funds for the 
future management of the site. It operates 
under the Part 7A of the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act, 1995 (TSC Act).

Landowners establish a biobank site and 
commit to enhancing and protecting 
biodiversity values to generate biodiversity 
credits. Credits represent an improvement in 
the condition of biodiversity values such as 
improved habitat or an increase in the habitat 
or population of a threatened species. 

The Conservation Partners 
Program webpage
The Conservation Partners Program has its own 
webpage on the DECC website. www.environment.nsw.
gov.au/cpp/ConservationPartners.htm 

Useful things you can fi nd include events and 
publications. Publications include Conservation 
Management Notes and past issues of Bush Matters.

Do you know of future events that you would like to put 
on our events page? Contact Louise on 9995 6770 or 
louise.brodie@environment.nsw.gov.au

BioBanking: can you participate?
Developers can buy the credits to off set 
impacts from their development and 
to meet the ‘improve or maintain’ test. 
Developers will need to source particular 
types of credits in accordance with the 
off set rules in the BioBanking Assessment 
Methodology. The methodology is based 
on world-leading science and is supported 
by extensive publicly available data.

Landholders with existing arrangements 
for protecting threatened species such as 
Conservation Agreements, Wildlife Refuges 
or Property Vegetation Plans can fi nd out 
how their arrangements may co-exist with 
BioBanking. 

The new information sheet BioBanking and 
other conservation options for private land 
provides a short overview of the diff erent 
conservation programs that can co-exist 
with BioBanking. 

Follow the link to download the 

info sheet: www.environment.
nsw.gov.au/resources/biobanking/
0981biobankprivateland.pdf

For more information on BioBanking: 

go to  www.environment.nsw.gov.au/
biobanking/index.htm
email biobanking@environment.nsw.gov,
or phone 02 9995 6573.



Barrie in the black box scrub Photo: © DECC, R. Daymon

Gehyra variegata and Rhyncoedura ornata 
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Barrie McMillan talks about 
managing the bush on his 
Conservation Agreement 
property Cooba near 
Wentworth in western NSW.

When buying our property, Cooba, 
20 years ago, we had an interest in 
improving the native vegetation. 
I have given this objective much 
greater focus in recent years. 

Cooba is a 40 hectare property 25km 
north of Wentworth on the Darling River, 
and is a remnant of Darling riverine plain. 
In 2001 we worked with Ray Daymon, our 
local National Parks Ranger, and entered 
into a Conservation Agreement. 

From the start, our initiatives have been 
trial and error. More research before 
actions would have had better outcomes. 
One example was early ripping of rabbit 
burrows before erecting rabbit-netting 
fencing. Whilst rabbit harbours were 
reduced, recruitment was fast. 

Another challenge is the arid environment, 
which renders native tubestock vulnerable 
to dry conditions, especially during the 
fi rst couple of summers after planting. 
Plants also need tree guards, or they will 
be lost to rabbit attack. Over the time I 
have planted close to 1500 seedlings in 
tubes, with around 300 surviving. I have 
had numerous cases of rabbits biting off  
freshly planted tubestock and not even 
eating any part. On one occasion, rabbits 
walked over thick green grass to bite off  
young black box. 

Fortunately rabbit calici virus provided 
relief for a time from the late 1990s, but 
has diminished in eff ectiveness in recent 
years. Rabbit control seems to have 
slipped down the pest animal priority 
list in Australia, particularly in the case of 
biological control, and rabbit populations 
are now escalating in our region.

Very dry conditions, especially during 
the past ten years, have encouraged me 
to look at alternatives, particularly direct 
seeding.

Direct seeding has been made possible by 
a much appreciated grant from the Private 
Land Conservation Grants Program of the 
Foundation for National Parks and Wildlife,  
the Paddy Pallin Foundation and Humane 
Society International, and the DECC.

Seeds used will be sourced locally using 
species to enhance both the number 
and range of vegetation species over the 
various soil types and will include grasses, 
shrubs and trees.

To try and compensate for climate change, 
I think it is important to choose species 
that are towards the southern edge of 
their range, rather than the northern edge. 

I am currently undertaking a rabbit 
poisoning campaign, assisted by 
Wentworth Rural Lands Protection 
Board’s Trevor Ablett. With the build up in 
rabbit numbers, this control has become 
necessary before the direct seeding 
program is commenced.

Existing plants include river ged gums 
and Darling pea Swainsona greyana on 
the river frontage; Darling lily Crinum 
fl accidum on a small rise; prickly wattle 
Acacia victoriae and blue saltbush 
Maireana pyramidata in several areas. 

There has been reasonable regeneration 
on a number of bare scalded areas on clay 
type soils. On one small light sandy area, 
four large remnant old native pines were 
alive when we commenced—however 
all but one have since died. It is only by 
guarding three self-sown seedlings plus 
planting guarded tube stock that the 
native pine population has survived.

Fauna on the property includes a range 
of woodland birds and some water birds 
(86 species). Red-rumped, ringnecked 
and blue bonnet parrots along with 

yellow rosellas are usually seen. Echidnas 
are seen a few times each year and their 
diggings regularly seen especially after 
rain. Ray Daymon has been helpful and 
in February this year, conducted a survey 
and identifi ed seven reptile species.

Monitoring of vegetation changes is being 
undertaken through the establishment 
by DECC of permanent photo points. 
Permanent pitfall traps have been 
installed to provide information on 
reptile and small mammal species and in 
assisting the monitoring of management 
actions. 

One fundamental that has become very 
clear to me, is that habitat is a cornerstone 
for biodiversity requirements.

Looking forward, the aim is to increase 
vegetation density and diversity which will 
in turn support greater fauna diversity. It is 
also hoped that the property will assist in 
creating improved community awareness 
and value of enhanced native vegetation.

Experiences in native vegetation 
management in western NSW
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Kooyong Wildlife Refuge has 
received funding to continue 
Booroolong frog 
habitat restoration.

Long before Rob Cox was aware he 
had an internationally listed, critically 
endangered frog on his Wildlife Refuge, 
he had already begun a major restoration 
initiative in its habitat. Now thirty years 
on, his hard work on his family-run 
property, Kooyong Wildlife Refuge, has 
had a major boost from NSW Greenhouse 
Offi  ce climate change funding. This 
supports the cleaning up of weeds which 
threaten the Booroolong frog Litoria 
booroolongensis breeding habitat. 

For Rob, gaining assistance for his long-
term rehabilitation project was a matter of 
having a Wildlife Refuge in the right place 
at the right time. DECC Conservation 
Partners Program has secured funding 
for projects within fi ve climate change 
wildlife corridors which are part of the 
Great Eastern Ranges initiative. In close 
proximity to Tumbarumba, Kooyong 
lies within the Summit to Slopes area, a 
narrow band from Kosciuszko National 
Park to Albury.

The Booroolong frog, which was once 
prevalent in most streams fl owing west 

of the Great Dividing Range, now only 
exists in a handful of locations, with the 
majority in agricultural landscapes. It is 
the management of these private lands, 

such as the Kooyong Wildlife Refuge, 
which will potentially make or break the 
survival of the Booroolong frog.

The property is in a perfect position to 
build resilience for the Mannus Creek 
Booroolong frog population. Mannus 
Creek leaves Bogandyera Nature Reserve 
and then meanders through Kooyong 
for seven kilometres as a stretch of 
well maintained and well protected 
Booroolong frog habitat. 

Climate change is one of the four 
recognised threats to the Booroolong 
frog’s survival—a potential nail in the 
coffi  n for a species already teetering on 
the brink of extinction as a result of other 
threatening processes. Last year, farmers 
in the south-west slopes region saw some 
Booroolong frog streams dry up, which 
was the fi rst time that they had seen or 
heard of this. The eff ect on Booroolong 
numbers was devastating. Whilst 
changing land use makes this instance 
diffi  cult to pin on climate change, it 
illustrates how a decline in rainfall will 
have major implications for the frog’s 
distribution. 

Named after Booroolong Station on the 
northern tablelands where it was fi rst 
discovered by scientists, the Booroolong 
frog has declined by more than fi fty 
percent of its former known range, with 

the main areas of persistence being in the 
central and southern tablelands regions. 
The critical habitat for the Booroolong 
frog is rocky sections of stream, as this 
is where the frog lays its eggs in rock 
crevices during late spring and early 
summer. 

Habitat deterioration is a major threat to 
the Booroolong frog. Changes to water 
fl ows in many major rivers have fl ooded 
access to cobblestones in summer 
making survival of the frog impossible. 
In addition, weeds such as willows and 
blackberries remove access to habitat 
in diff erent ways. The willows’ fi ne roots 
infi ltrate every nook and cranny between 
cobblestone banks, eff ectively booting 
the Booroolong out of its special niche. 
Blackberries shade out otherwise open 
cobblestone areas removing a major heat 
source for the frog. Frogs do not persist 
in blackberry-infested areas. A major hit 
on blackberries on Kooyong with timely 
follow up will go a long way to eradicate 
the blackberry from this section of stream. 
This is building on willow and blackberry 
control work undertaken in the adjacent 
Bogandyera Nature Reserve.

It is always an inspiration to go to Wildlife 
Refuges and see landholders putting 
into practice the theory of production 
and conservation side by side on a farm. 
Although if you speak to Rob Cox it is 
more putting in hard work than ‘theory’ 
as his conservation eff orts take the place 
of a Sunday morning sleep-in with coff ee 
and the paper. Although he cringes at the 

Looking after the Booroolong frog

The Great Eastern Ranges initiative 
With snowfi elds, woodlands and rainforests among its natural treasures, 
the Great Eastern Ranges are the most biodiverse region in Australia.

The Great Eastern Ranges (GER) initiative seeks to bolster the region’s 
capacity to respond to climate change. By reconnecting, restoring and 
protecting areas linking islands of vegetation, it is hoped plants and 
animals will have ability to move up and down in altitudinal range as well 
as north and south as weather patterns change.

Five target areas have been established within NSW: the Border Ranges, 
Upper Hunter to Barrington Tops, Morton to Nattai Southern Highlands 
link, Kosciuszko to Coast; and the Summit to Slopes.

The GER initiative uses volunteer partner groups of NGOs, plus local and 
state governments to bring together people and programs to engage 
with nature. The restoration and protection of our landscapes will have 
major benefi ts for tourism as well as biodiversity.

For more information see www.environment.nsw.gov.au/ger 

To view the GER Map visit www.environment.nsw.gov.au/ger/
abouttheger.htm - GER maps.

Border Ranges

Upper Hunter-
Barrington

Moreton to Nattai 
SouthernHighands 
Link

Kosciuszko to 
Coast (K2C)

Slopes to 
Summit (S2S)

Dieuwer Reynders
Community Programs Offi  cer 
DECC Queanbeyan
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Booroolong frog. Photo: © DECC

Seeing gliders dying 
because they were getting 
tangled in barbed wire 
fences prompted Ken and 
Maxine Williams to seek 
assistance to remove the 
barbed wire and replace it with 
plain wire. Around 15 gliders 
had been lost in the previous 
twelve months.

Khshartha, the Williams’ property, is 
located on the NSW south-west slopes 
to the north-east of Dananbilla Nature 
Reserve near Koorawatha. Around 
43 hectares of native bushland on 
the property are protected under a 
Conservation Agreement.

Maxine says that she always had an 
interest in caring for the environment 
and native animals, so when she saw this 
property 17 years ago she decided it was 
perfect for what she had always wanted. 
Twelve hectares at the front could be 
used for production and 48 hectares of 
woodland could be left to care for itself.

Maxine says, ‘at the time we hadn’t heard 
about voluntary Conservation Agreements 
with the government but as soon as 
we heard about them we went ahead. 
We wanted to preserve the land and its 
ecosystem for the time after we were gone 
and this was ideal. Our grandchildren’s 
children hopefully will see it in even better 
condition than we leave it.’

‘We have many birds and possums, 
wombats, bats, kangaroos and wallabies. 
Everyday we discover something on this 
land we haven’t seen before. The best are 
the feathertail gliders, which are delightful 
creatures.’ 

When National Parks offi  cers visited 
the property in 1999 as part of setting 
up the Conservation Agreement, they 
recorded the presence of over 100 bird 
species including threatened species such 
as swift parrots, superb parrots, regent 
honeyeaters and turquoise parrots. 

Since fi nalising the agreement the Williams 
have received funding and assistance from 
a number of sources. During 2000 and 
2001, teams from Conservation Volunteers 
Australia were funded by the NSW 
Environmental Trust and DECC to carry 
out work on their property. This included 
track building, removal of old barbed 
wire fences and revegetation of a wildlife 
habitat corridor.

In addition to gliders becoming caught 
in barbed wire fences, there has been a 
recent infl ux of feral cats which have led 
to a loss of superb parrots and gliders. 
Whilst fencing off  land for a corridor has 
seen more plant life returning, drought 
conditions over recent times have seen 
some established trees die.

The grant received during 2008 was 
through the Private Land Conservation 
Grants program of the Foundation for 
National Parks and Wildlife, the Paddy 
Pallin Foundation, the Humane Society 
International, and DECC. 

Maxine says this grant has been a godsend 
to help them do the things they wanted. 
‘We needed to remove the barbed wire 
from the 800 metres along the road. This 
has been a particularly bad spot for the 
gliders as they cross the fence to feed 
in trees over the road. We have tried 
to rescue many over the years that get 
twisted in the barbs, which is horrifi c. It 
also enabled us to get the traps needed 
to control the feral cat population—14 to 
date have been humanely disposed of.’ 

In the wildlife corridor, planting will be 
undertaken to increase the understorey 
plants and provide shelter for the bats and 
birds. However the continuing drought 
is a problem. As Maxine says ‘we can only 
hope….’

Future surveys will help determine how 
well the work is helping native wildlife.

Making fences ‘wildlife friendly’

cliché, Rob is of the ilk that one should leave a property in 
better condition than it was inherited and so build a better 
capacity for the next generation to be able to tackle the 
environmental issues left by their forebears. This approach 
and his family’s hard work have been a windfall for the 
Booroolong frog on Mannus Creek.

Contacts and more information

Dieuwer Reynders, DECC Queanbeyan
P 02 6229 7032 
e dieuwer.reynders@environment.nsw.gov.au
A species profi le is available at: www.threatenedspecies.
environment.nsw.gov.au/tsprofi le/profi le.aspx?id=10484 

Feather-tailed glider, Photo: © DECC

Photo: Conservation Volunteers Australia
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For Rest 

John and Bev Debrincat tell 
us about ongoing work on 
their Conservation Agreement 
property For Rest

For Rest is a small country house on the 
coast 440 kilometres north of Sydney. It 
sits at the top northwest corner of the 
property which comprises 23 hectares 
of unique North Coast environment. The 
road that runs from Crescent Head, 12 
kilometres north along the coast, runs 
through the property.

The property has three diff erent 
vegetation types—littoral rainforest, 
coastal wetlands and a dunal area. Littoral 
rainforest grows from the dunes to the 
farmland and on exposed headlands, 
with dense, species-poor and wind-
sheared communities sometimes only 
a few metres tall. On For Rest the tree 
canopy is diverse, exceeding 20m in 
height and dominated by brush box 
Lophostemon confertus, which in their 

native environment are magnifi cent trees. 
The large section of coastal wetlands 
varies from sweeping coast fl oodplains 
to stands of broad-leaved paperbark 
Melaleuca quinquenervia and swamp oak 
Casuarina glauca. 

The property lies on the traditional lands 
of the Muruwari and Gumbaingirr people, 
and we recognise them as the traditional 
owners. The area has seen many changes. 
It was extensively logged from around 
the 1820’s and logging still continues 
today around Kempsey. As a result not 
many large, old trees exist throughout 
the area. Later, cattle were introduced 
and grazed all along the coast, causing 
signifi cant changes to the environment. 

In the 1970s sand was mined on the 
coast to provide rutile for the production 
of titanium dioxide. The miners created 
numerous ponds which can still be 
found today. Further damage resulted 
with the introduction of bitou bush 
Chrysanthemoides monilifera for dune 

stabilisation after the mining. This has 
now become a noxious weed, infesting 
much of the sand dunes in NSW including 
those of For Rest.

By the time we acquired the property 
in 1982, it was heavily weed infested, 
mostly with lantana, bitou bush and 
morning glory. 

Since 1988, State Environmental Planning 
Policies (SEPPs) have been applied 
covering most of For Rest. These include 
SEPP 26 protecting the littoral rainforest 
and SEPP 14 protecting the Coastal 
Wetlands and buff er areas for both.

In 1992 the house was built on the 
property but not without some issues 
due in part to the SEPP protections 
introduced after the time of its purchase. 
These SEPP areas and their buff ers meant 
that there was no land for a house. An 
Environmental Impact Statement was 
required to allow a house to be built in 
the buff er zone of the littoral rainforest. 
The EIS was developed and a plan written 
to regenerate the littoral rainforest and 
remove noxious weeds from the entire 
property. 

We are both interested in conserving 
habitat and have experience in bush 
regeneration and we also appreciate 
that For Rest is signifi cant not only for 
the rare plant communities but also as a 
refuge for birds and animals. There have 
been 113 species of birds and animals 
recorded to date, and the property 
provides an important wildlife habitat 
as the surrounding area is being rapidly 
developed. 
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Thus we were pleased to undertake a 
plan to remove weeds from the property 
and return it to as near to pristine as 
possible. The fi rst and major step was to 
fence the whole property to keep out the 
cattle that grazed freely and left deep 
muddy hoof holes all over the wetlands. 
The littoral rainforest and wetlands were 
also separated by a fence for ease of 
management. Later, with the agreement of 
Kempsey Shire Council, an area of Crown 
Land managed by Council was fenced to 
enclose the sand dunes and link the areas 
of vegetation and to aid regeneration by 
limiting access to the beach. 

There were many interested parties 
involved including DECC (which includes 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service), 
Kempsey Shire Council, Dingo Creek 
Rainforest Nursery and the owners. Dingo 
Creek Rainforest Nursery was contracted 
to carry out bush regeneration and to 
collect seeds and grow plants for the 
restoration work. They have been doing 
an excellent job since 1992. Peter Gollan of 
Dingo Creek Rainforest Nursery made all 
the daily decisions on the project and has 
done the majority of the on-ground works. 
The owners and Peter consult regularly 
with regards to the management of this 
property.

In December 2005 a voluntary Conservation 
Agreement was signed with the Minister for 
the Environment under the National Parks 
and Wildlife Act 1974 covering more than 99 
per cent of the property.

Most of the core work of regeneration 
has been funded by the owners of the 
property over the last 16 years, with a 
budget being allocated annually to the 
work (some years a bit more and some 
a bit less). More recently in 2006, as part 
of the establishment of the Conservation 
Agreement, the Conservation Partnerships 
Program of DECC provided funds to assist 
in the regeneration work to help improve 
the quality of the bushland and protect its 
values. In November 2006, International 
Environmental Weed Foundation 
(IEWF) won a grant from the Australian 
Government EnviroFund to extend the 

stabilisation and regeneration of the 
sand dune area (5 hectares) through to 
May 2008. The work undertaken with this 
funding allowed further strategic removal 
of bitou bush and planting to prevent 
erosion. All plantings are of plants grown 
from seed collected from the property and 
grown by Dingo Creek Rainforest Nursery. 

The next major planned work is the 
construction of a boardwalk through the 
delicate wetlands to reduce the impact of 
visitors including, friends, regenerators, 
students and others interested in studying 
the wetlands. 

The fi rst of many steps required was 
Council approval for the construction of 
the boardwalk and this project was another 
EIS which was completed by RegenR8. 
Through this process it was discovered 
that acid sulphate soils are present. To 
compensate for the acid sulphate soils it 
has been necessary to incorporate within 
the construction plans, techniques which 
will not disturb the soils (using pile drivers 
rather than digging holes) and to avoid 
materials which would be aff ected by the 
acid (for example, concrete to support the 
uprights). Whether we continue with these 
plans is still being decided.

There is a lot of history and eff ort that has 
gone into the restoration and protection of 
For Rest. When we stand in the rainforest 
or watch the bent-winged bats pass by at 
night or are lucky to see a regent bower 
bird then we know that it is all worth the 
time and eff ort. 

Further information on the regeneration 
of For Rest can be found at www.iewf.
org/ProjectsForRest.htm. Bev and John are 
directors of International Environmental 
Weed Foundation (see www.iewf.org), and 
through this foundation co-ordinators of 
the RNC Alliance in the Pacifi c region (see 
www.rncalliance.org)

Acid soils... 
...include those that are producing acid (actual acid sulphate soils) and those that 
could become acid producing (potential acid sulphate soils). Potential acid sulphate 
soils are naturally occurring soils containing iron sulphides (pyrite). They become 
actual acid sulphate soils when they are exposed to air, usually because of human 
activity (such as construction, excavation, inappropriate drainage and agricultural 
activities). In air, pyrite is oxidised, resulting in production of sulphuric acid. As a 
direct result of inappropriate drainage and excavation for urban development and 
agriculture along the coast of NSW, enough actual acid sulphate soil has been created 
to generate 50,000 tonnes of sulphuric acid every year. This causes up to $23 million 
dollars worth of damage to the state’s fi shing industry annually.

Photos: John and Bev Debrincat . 

Top left: The pond, bottom left: wetland canopy, 

top right: cattle damage to wetland, centre right: 

John in wetland, bottom left: wetland.



The FSCCMN takes a tour of rainforests of South 

East NSW. Some members realised that day that 

they had remnants of dry rainforest, an endangered 

ecological community. FSCCMN members visit a 

dairy farm looking at some great work the owner has 

done establishing wildlife corridors linking a national 

park on one side to the Bemboka River on the other.   

Photos: Dan Williamson
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Far South Coast 
Conservation 
Management Network
Supporting landholders to 
manage native vegetation

By Dan and Vickie Williamson, 
Facilitators, Far South Coast CMN

In 2006 the Southern Rivers Catchment 
Management Authority (SRCMA) 
made funding available to form a 
native vegetation support network for 
landholders in the Bega Valley region. The 
NSW Department of Environment and 
Climate Change (DECC) has also provided 
funding to continue the network.

Through a project which resulted from the 
Regional Forest Agreements in 2001 on the 
South Coast, a number of groups including 
DECC and Bega Valley Shire Council 
invested many dollars in on-ground work 
on private properties and protection 
of land with high conservation values 
through Conservation Agreements and 
Property Management Plans. As a result, 
over 80 Conservation Agreements were 
entered into by landholders in the Bega 
Valley local government area.

Provision of funding and protection of 
properties was the fi rst step. The next 
step was to ensure continued support 
for the landholders to maximise these 

investments in biodiversity and sustainable 
land management. To achieve this, the Far 
South Coast Conservation Management 
Network (FSCCMN) was formed.

Setting up the 
network
We, Dan and Vickie Williamson, as local 
sustainability education consultants, were 
contracted to develop and coordinate 
the FSCCMN. The network supports 
landholders in the Bega Valley region 
to eff ectively manage native vegetation 
on private property. Whilst the original 
target group was landholders who had 
received funding through the various 
environmental agencies, the network has 
been extended to include any landholder 
who is keen to manage and protect their 
native vegetation. 

A guiding principle of our work with the 
FSCCMN is to understand the values and 
motivations of the members. These, as 
you would imagine, are hugely varied. 
Recognising the values that people hold 
helps understand why they live where they 
live and what motivates them to improve 
their environment. Some enjoy the wildlife 
while others are interested in carbon 

storage. Being able to live in isolation or 
having a profi table and productive farming 
system can also be important. One simple 
approach is not going to suit all values, 
personality types or lifestyles so we take 
time getting to know the members and 
the general feelings and perceptions 
of the community towards landscape 
management. 

One of the very fi rst ways we began to 
get to know the wider community was 
by holding a series of gatherings called 
Local Links. These gatherings of local 
landholders interested in native vegetation 
have been run all over the Valley. Those 
invited were limited to small geographic 
regions often subcatchments or localities 
so that generally those who turned up 
knew a face or two. Lunch was well catered 
and a warm and friendly atmosphere 
created. 

Whilst these were also social gatherings 
over a barbeque, during the day 
attendees were asked to complete a short 
questionnaire. We quickly assessed these 
and the fi ndings were used to get onto 
more serious business. We facilitated 
a discussion focussed around native 
vegetation management issues and 
support needs specifi c to that particular 
community. 

This has many benefi ts both for 
coordinators and landholders who 
participate in the discussion. For us as the 
network coordinators, we gain an insight 
into the particular issues that people are 
dealing with in each catchment. This helps 
us to design targeted programs and fi nd 
information that will help landholders 
increase their management skills and 
ability. Those involved in the discussion 
had the opportunity to see that their peers 
and neighbours were dealing with similar 
issues. This shared experience allows 
participants to feel united in their eff orts 
to protect native vegetation, and also 
provides landholders with the opportunity 
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to make local connections and links to share 
knowledge, skills and equipment with their 
neighbours. 

What the FSCCMN 
does
The network has no formal membership 
enrolment process. Landholders can 
register to be involved or request support 
which the FSCCMN will provide in what 
ever way possible. Currently the FSCCMN 
communicates with about 250 landholders 
through its newsletter which is distributed 
via email and post. There are also potentially 
hundreds of others who pick up the 
newsletter in local shops, farm suppliers, 
libraries or by visiting the website.

In addition to the bi-monthly newsletter, 
the FSCCMN holds events such as fi eld days, 
workshops and information sessions. These 
activities are designed to decipher and 
deliver information about native vegetation 
management and build skills and capacity 
amongst landholders. But there is one other 
very important outcome that the FSCCMN 
aims to achieve – motivation and passion! 

Other events the FSCCMN has held range 
from property walks learning about 
endangered ecological communities in the 
Valley, fi eld days looking at revegetation 
methods, plant identifi cation, native seed 
collection and plant propagation. 

Members are encouraged to contribute to 
the network as much as possible. Generally 
members write newsletter articles but 
every now and then they go that one step 
further. A ‘fi re as a management tool’ fi eld 
day was held on a member’s property 
where numerous demonstrations were ‘set 
alight’. Another member off ered their land 

to host a trial of reconstructed ground layer 
microhabitat. 

Learning by 
experience
The microhabitat trial is a great example 
of how the FSCCMN is helping landholders 
increase their knowledge and skills to 
manage their own native vegetation. 
The trial is set up to monitor how the 
introduction of artifi cial material such as roof 
tiles, old fence posts, corrugated iron and 
house bricks can increase the biodiversity of 
a particular site. Members were involved in 
the initial set up and each subsequent revisit 
to gather results.

The site used is a 9-year-old revegetation 
corridor project linking a national park to 
a remnant of lowland grassy woodland, 
an endangered ecological community. 
Currently the corridor is basically devoid 
of ground layer habitat, as opposed to a 
healthy remnant which is likely to have fallen 
dead wood, long tussocks of grass and thick 
mulch. The trial aims to reintroduce this 
microhabitat layer and open up the corridor 
to a whole new array of fauna that otherwise 
could not survive. Results of the trial can be 
found on the FSCCMN website along with 
reviews of all other events. 

More information

Landholders in the Bega Valley who are 
interested and keen to manage native 
vegetation on their property can contact us 
to fi nd out more about the FSCCMN. 

p 02 6492 5558
e  info@fsccmn.com.au 
w www.fsccmn.com.au

A conservation management network (CMN) 
is a network of areas and their owners and 
managers, encompassing all land tenures and 
land uses. Other interested individuals can 
also be part of the network. A CMN provides 
advice, assistance, support and encouragement 
for land managers and allows an exchange 
of information, to help ongoing conservation 
management.

It may be a network of areas which is ecologically 
based such as endangered ecological 
communities. These areas of the same or similar 
ecological community have similar ongoing 
conservation management requirements. Other 
CMNs are based on geographical areas where 
there may be diff erent native vegetation types 
but common management issues and strong 
local networks.

What is a conservation management network?

Four examples of artifi cial microhabitat used in the 

FSCCMN’s trial. Photos: Dan Williamson 

In NSW there are a number of CMNs:

• Far South Coast CMN in NSW (see article)

• Grassy Box Woodlands CMN, servicing the 
western slopes of NSW and northern tablelands 
since 1998. Coordinator: Toni McLeish.

 p  02 62297119 
 e toni.mcleish@environment.nsw.gov.au
 w www.gbwcmn.net.au 
 m DECC PO Box 733, Queanbeyan 2620

• Southern Tablelands Grassy Ecosystems 
CMN. Facilitator: Mary Appleby. 

 p 02 6229 7121/ 02 4842 1100/ 0429 850 838
 e mary.appleby@environment.nsw.gov.au, 
 m DECC, PO Box 733, Queanbeyan NSW 2620. 

Of course there 
are other networks 
which may not be 
called a Conservation 
Management 
Network, but help to  
support landholders. 
For example Land for 
Wildlife (see page 14).



Willows with their multi-stemmed trunks can dominate an ecosystem, leaving little room for anything else. 

Photos: HNCMA
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Watercourses lined with 
willow trees are a familiar 
sight to anyone travelling 
through Australia’s southern 
states, but the picture is not as 
idyllic as it might seem. Some 
species are now among the 
most serious riverbank and 
wetland weeds in temperate 
Australia, and willows 
have been listed as one of 
the country’s 20 Weeds of 
National Signifi cance.

Willows have many uses and were brought 
into Australia from Europe, Asia and North 
and South America for basket making and 
cricket bat production. They were also 
planted widely for shelter and stock feed. 
During the period from the 1950s to the 
1970s they were recommended and used 
for erosion control along waterways. They 
were also widely planted for their aesthetic 
appeal.

Willows are dioecious, that is the plants are 
either male or female. Initially the spread 
of willows in Australia was limited because 
many species were introduced as single 
sex clones, so did not reproduce easily. 
However willow species hybridise readily 
and when diff erent sexes of diff erent 
species were introduced, this early barrier 
was breached. Willows have since spread 
rapidly, with hybrids being able to breed 
just two or three years after germination. 
Many naturalised willow populations in 
Australia are of hybrid origin.

All willows Salix spp. are now Weeds 
of National Signifi cance, except Salix 
babylonica (weeping willow), and two 
hybrid species of pussy willow (S. x 
reichardtii and S. x calodendron). However 
these species are of concern as they can 
hybridise with other species that would 
not otherwise produce seed.

The effects of 
willows
Despite their now well recognised weed 
status, willows may still have benefi ts in 
agricultural landscapes. They may be the 
only trees remaining in cleared landscapes 
and thus provide shade, shelter and stock 
feed during droughts. The heavy shade 
they produce may suppress other weeds 
such as blackberries.

However, whilst valued for their aesthetic 
appeal and shade, willows seriously reduce 
the recreational and amenity values of 
streams for users such as canoeists and the 
fi shing community.

Willows are also known to have adverse 
eff ects on waterways and wetlands. This 
is especially so where habitat for native 
species is desired.

Willows were originally planted along 
waterways to combat bank instability with 
their dense root masses. However their 
aggressive growth can cause problems. 
They grow multitudes of stems that form 
thickets which obstruct watercourses 
and divert water causing fl ooding and 
subsequent erosion of riverbanks, 
particularly along small, narrow rivers.

The ecology of a waterway changes 
dramatically once it is taken over by 
willows. 

Native plants are evergreen and drop their 
leaves throughout the year providing a 
continual supply of organic inputs (leaves, 
fl owers, fruits and twigs). In contrast 
willows are deciduous and drop all of their 
leaves at the one time in autumn. Willow 
leaves break down more quickly than the 
leaves of native plants. This alters water 
temperature and nutrient cycling and 
lowers the oxygen content of the water. 
These changes are detrimental to fi sh and 
other stream life.

Willows growing in the water can consume 
substantially more water than river red 
gums on the riverbank. Recent CSIRO 
research suggests one kilometre of willows 
along both sides of a stream use up to 
eight megalitres (eight olympic swimming 
pools) of water per year. All water use 
occurs in summer, when water is most 
scarce for both farmers and animals.

Willows: friend or foe?
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Although the dense shade and 
impenetrable root systems may inhibit 
weed growth, it also means that growth 
of other desired land and water plants is 
inhibited.

Willow-lined reaches of rivers support 
signifi cantly less insects, fi sh and birds 
when compared with reaches lined with 
native trees and shrubs. They also do not 
provide the woody debris for in-stream 
habitat and fl ow complexity because their 
wood decomposes too quickly. 

Methods of spread
Willows spread through stems breaking 
off  and establishing as new trees, and they 
can layer when branches or trees collapse.

Willows which cross-breed (hybridise) 
can produce large quantities of seed 
and are able to spread across large 
distances—up to 100 kilometres, as the 
seed is transported by wind and water. 
Germination is very fast, occurring within 
24 hours, and seedlings grow rapidly under 
favourable conditions. 

Legislation

Noxious weed legislation

In New South Wales, all willows except 
Salix babylonica, S. x reichardtii and S. 
x calodendron are declared under the 
Noxious Weeds Act 1993 as Control Class 5 
across the whole of the state. The objective 
is to prevent the introduction of the 
specifi ed plants into NSW, their spread 
within NSW or from NSW to another 
jurisdiction.

A noxious weed that is classifi ed as a 
Class 1, 2 or 5 noxious weed is referred 
to in this Act as a notifi able weed, and 
the requirements in the Noxious Weeds 
Act 1993 for a notifi able weed must be 
complied with. Sections 28 to 32 of the 
Act relate to prohibition on the sale and 
transport of notifi able weeds.

In a number of local government areas 
(Albury City, Bellingen Shire, Blue 
Mountains City, Clarence Valley, Greater 
Hume Shire, Gundagai Shire, Junee Shire, 
Narrandera Shire, Tumbarumba Shire, 
Tumut Shire and Wagga Wagga City), black 
willow Salix nigra is declared as Control 
Class 3 where the objective is to reduce the 
area and impact of those weeds. The weed 
must be fully and continuously suppressed 
and destroyed.

In Blue Mountains City Council area, grey 
sallow Salix cinerea is also declared as 
Control Class 3.

State protected land

Willows often occur on state protected 
land (SPL) and clearing of exotic 
vegetation on SPL is regulated by 
transitional arrangements in the Native 
Vegetation Act 2003.

State protected land is classifi ed as land 
sloped at over 18 degrees (Category A), 
Riparian Land (Category B) and Sensitive 
Land (Category C).

Most areas of land that are SPL are marked 
on maps held by the DECC and catchment 
management authorities. Dealing with 
willows on SPL does not require approval, 
but must be done in accordance with the 
Guideline for the Clearing of Exotic Trees and 
Dead Native Trees on State Protected Land.

Management of 
willows
Removing willows, if carried out without 
adequate planning, can have unintended, 
adverse consequences which may 
outweigh the positive eff ect of removing 
them.

Things to consider include the benefi ts 
the willows may be providing, and what 
you want to achieve. For example you may 
decide to remove willows to create better 
habitat for native animals including fi sh. 
However, if you are looking for some shade 
and shelter in a cleared landscape you may 
decide to keep them or limit their spread.

You will need to identify what control 
methods to use and which areas will 
be your priority. Chisel and fi ll has been 
shown to be successful. Cuts are spaced 
at 20 to 30 centimetre intervals around 
the trunks and fi lled with a registered 
herbicide. It is important to use this 
method at the appropriate time so that 
maximum kill is achieved. More than one 
treatment is often necessary. Follow-up 
monitoring and control of regrowth (from 
stumps, pieces of stems or seeds) may be 
required for 3–5 years after initial control.

It is recommended that dead willows 
be left in-situ on wide watercourses. 
Removing them can be expensive and 
diffi  cult. The willows gradually decay, 
putting woody debris in the stream and 
providing homes for lots of native fi sh and 
other aquatic organisms. 

However, dead willows can fall into the 
watercourse creating problems, especially 
in narrow watercourses. In these cases, it 
may be best for trees to be cut down and 
the material disposed of or burnt in-situ. 
Care must be taken not to leave 

twigs around which can re-establish. The 
stumps of the cut trees need to be painted 
with herbicide, but this needs to be done 
quickly and suffi  cient herbicide applied to 
be eff ective.

Creating habitat
If you wish to remove willows and 
create habitat, the plan will involve 
re-establishing native, local plant species. 
You will need to identify the species to 
plant and also where to get these plants.

If treated willows are left in-situ, the dead 
roots of the willows can stabilise the bank 
in the short term whilst allowing enough 
light for native vegetation to establish.

It is also recommended that restoration 
is staged. Recommended practice is to 
kill one third of the willows every one to 
two years, and on each occasion replant 
the space with native riparian species. It 
is also best to have activities take place 
in stretches of 500m at a time to avoid 
disturbing large areas at once. 

As with any planting, wet weather and 
moist soil conditions are keys to success—
otherwise expect high losses. Where native 
plants are diffi  cult to establish, long-stem 
native tubestock are a viable alternative. 
These are most successful where soil 
moisture at depth is available, which will 
occur along permanent watercourses.

For more information

Pope, L., Rutherfurd, I., Price, P. & Lovett, S. 
2006. Controlling willows along Australian 
rivers. River Management Technical 
Guideline no. 6. Land & Water Australia, 
Canberra.

Available at: 
w lwa.gov.au
p 1800 776 616
e lwa@canprint.com.au

For information on willows and weeds 

of national signifi cance visit: 
www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/willows/

For information on state protected 

land visit: www.environment.nsw.gov.
au/vegetation/stateland.htm

For information on noxious weeds visit: 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-
weeds/noxweed
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The Wetlands on Farms project
Satellite imaging provides 
opportunities for more 
accurate mapping and planning 
for wetland management. This 
project enables landholders 
to tap into the technology to 
plan for the management of 
their wetlands and integrate 
it into their whole-of-farm 
management.

The Wetlands on Farms project works 
with individual landholders, groups of 
neighbouring landholders and catchment 
management authorities (CMAs) to 
improve wetland management in inland 
NSW. 

In New South Wales, approximately 4.5 
million hectares, or 6 per cent of the 
state, is wetland and 96 per cent of NSW 
wetlands are located in inland NSW, west 
of the Great Dividing Range. Most of these 
are on private land and the program aims 
to help landholders manage wetland 
areas as part of overall farming systems.

A wetland is any area of land that can be 
inundated with water. The inundation 
can be either temporary or permanent 
with many wetlands drying out each year 
(ephemeral) and some drying out for 
many years at a time. Wetlands can be 
fresh, brackish or saline. 

Lakes, rivers, swamps, bogs, cane grass 
and lignum swamps, fl oodplain meadows, 
billabongs, braided channels, marshes, 
clay pans and freshwater swamp forests 
are all wetlands. In all cases, the plants 
and animals have adapted to—or are 
even dependent on—the wet conditions 
for at least part of their life cycle. 

Why are wetlands 
on your farm 
valuable?
Wetlands have environmental, cultural, 
historical, social and educational values, 
and can be used for recreation. They 
also have a range of others benefi ts and 
economic values. They are places of 
natural beauty which can be enjoyed by 
everyone. 

Clean water

Wetlands help maintain the overall health 
of the environment by fi ltering and 
removing nutrients and pollutants from 
the water that passes through them. This 
reduces the risk of algal booms and poor 
water quality downstream. 

Control of water fl ows

Wetlands will also slow water fl ow and 
minimise soil movement and erosion.

Habitat for plants and animals

Wetlands provide important habitat 
and breeding grounds for native 
species including waterbirds, fi sh, frogs, 
invertebrates, fungi and bacteria, as well 
as water-loving plants such as sedges, 
rushes, lignum and some tree species e.g. 
blackbox and coolibah. 

Cultural signifi cance

Wetlands can have archaeological, 
historical, social and spiritual signifi cance. 
For example, wetlands are often the focal 
point for human communities and have 
special social and spiritual importance to 
Aboriginal people. 

Wetlands may support certain ‘totemic’ 
plants and animals and areas related 
to dreaming stories or provide natural 
resource-gathering areas. They may 
include places connected with important 
people and can even contain physical 
evidence of past uses of the area.

Economic benefi ts

Used wisely, wetlands can provide 
economic benefi ts. Inland wetlands 
support a diversity of juvenile fi sh 
species providing a nursery ground for 
fi sh breeding, including those that are 
harvested for commercial purposes. 
Floodplains can provide opportunistic 
grazing or support timber growth for 
sustainable forestry.

Nocoleche Nature Reserve, Cobar
 Photo: © DECC Joel Winter
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The Wetlands on 
Farms project
The Wetlands on Farms project was 
managed by the NSW Department of 
Primary Industries (DPI) as a pilot project 
from June 2007 to October 2008. As 
a result of the success of the project a 
number of catchment management 
authorities have contracted DPI to 
conduct Wetlands on Farms in their inland 
catchments until mid-2009. 

The project helps landholders to assess 
the value and benefi ts of their on-farm 
wetlands and to develop a wetland plan 
for their property that combines farm 
production with sustainable wetland use 
based on self-determined management 
actions. Funding opportunities to carry 
out wetland management from CMAs are 
identifi ed and assistance is provided in 
completing applications for this funding 
for on-ground work.

The project uses a GIS-based wetland 
planning tool which adds to the 
landholder’s local knowledge and 
produces information specifi c to their 
farm including high-resolution maps 
of the property using up-to-date 
information and satellite imagery. These 
maps detail wetlands, water infl uences, 
roads, tracks, property infrastructure, 
current and planned fencing and water 
infrastructure, known presence of 
threatened native fl ora and fauna, and 
more.

Management 
actions
Managing wetlands involves a range 
of actions or modifi cations to reduce 
the threats to the long-term survival of 
the wetlands with the aim to retain a 
functional wetland so that the benefi ts 
and values are enhanced. When threats 
are identifi ed by the landholders, they 
then determine (with DPI expertise) 
a series of step-by-step management 
actions to eff ectively control these 
threats.

Impact of grazing and stock 
access to wetlands 

Ongoing degradation of riparian 
zones and wetlands can occur due to 
overgrazing and loss of ground cover. 
This creates erosion, reduced water 
quality, loss of biodiversity in the wetland 
buff ers and fl oodplain zones and loss 
of stock from bogging. Suitable grazing 

regimes e.g. rotational or cell grazing can 
ameliorate these eff ects.

Drought management 

Understanding how a wetland combined 
with the whole farm is aff ected by 
drought, can help plan future actions 
to prevent degradation and the risk of 
long-term damage to the health of the 
riparian zone and wetlands. Writing 
current practices down and observing 
changes in the wetland can assist in 
determining how and when to change 
grazing patterns e.g. when to destock to 
ensure at least 40 per cent ground cover 
in western NSW and 70 per cent in other 
inland regions of NSW. 

Pest animal control

In some cases, pest animals may increase 
in number until they dominate the 
grazing regime. Controlling pest animal 
numbers whether they are introduced 
(pigs or foxes) or native (kangaroos) helps 
to reduce grazing pressure.

Weed management

If left unchecked weeds will continue 
to encroach on wetland and riparian 
zones as the damp conditions are ideal 
for growing and setting seed. This may 
negatively aff ect the productive and 
environmental values of the wetlands 
and the variety of native wetland plants 
able to establish. Weeds will spread 
downstream aff ecting other landholders 
and aff ect their habitats by competing 
with the regeneration of native species.

More information

Wetlands on Farms is delivered by 
NSW Department of Primary Industries 
(DPI) in collaboration with Catchment 
Management Authorities and other 
funding providers. 

NSW Department of Primary Industries
Dubbo Offi  ce  02 6881 1284
Nelson Bay Offi  ce 02 4916 3926
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fi sheries/habitat/
rehabilitating/fi sh-friendly-farms

John Pocknell is participating in the project to help manage wetlands on his property Springvale near Walgett. 

Photo: © Western CMA

Nocoleche Nature Reserve, Cobar

 Photo: © DECC Joel Winter
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As Land for Wildlife (LFW) members 
will know, this program is now being 
coordinated in NSW through the 
Community Environment Network 
(CEN). Land for Wildlife has proved to 
be an excellent program supporting 
landholders who manage their land for 
conservation. In the locations where 
Land for Wildlife is running, landholders 
with Conservation Agreements and 
Wildlife Refuges can also join the 
program and participate in activities and 
workshops.

Members will continue to receive the 
DECC Bush Matters newsletter in addition 
to information and regular newsletters 
from the CEN.

Land for Wildlife in 2009

Photos from a visit to the Murrakool Land for Wildlife Group by CEN staff . Photos CEN

Currently LFW is being run on the Central 
Coast through the CEN, in the Murrakool 
area through the Landcare group as well 
as in Hornsby and Ballina Shires through 
the local council.

Plans are underway to expand the 
program into other areas by supporting 
regional providers with workshops and 
information as well as devolved grant 
funding.

During 2009, CEN is planning three 
regional LFW workshops to be held in 
the Northern Rivers Region, the Murray 
Region and the Southern Highlands.

The fi rst of what will be a bi-annual 
Land for Wildlife Conference was held 

on 1 August 2008 at the ANZ Theatre 
at Taronga Zoo. The purpose of the 
conference was to launch CEN’s new 
coordination role for Land for Wildlife in 
NSW. 

Guest speakers included the Natural 
Resources Commissioner for NSW, Dr 
John Williams. Other speakers talked 
about climate change and private land 
conservation, and there were many 
case studies on Land for Wildlife. On the 
second day, many participants joined 
a full-day fi eld trip to look at Land for 
Wildlife properties north of Sydney. Post-
conference evaluations indicated people 
enjoyed the case studies and fi eld trips 
the most. Hence, as regional providers of 
LFW are established, CEN is planning to 
conduct regional workshops each year 
with the local organisations. Since the 
conference, CEN has received numerous 
inquires and is now negotiating many 
agreements for regional providers of LFW.

John Asquith, Chairman of CEN, is 
undertaking LFW State Coordination 
during the initial expansion phase of 
the program. John has a background 
in management and has been active in 
voluntary conservation since 1973 with 
many natural resource management 
organisations. Any organisations that 
would be interested in becoming a 
regional Land for Wildlife provider should 
contact John. 

Contact details 

p  02 4349 4759 
f 02 4349 4755 
e esd@cen.org.au
w www.cen.org.au 
m NSW Land for Wildlife                           
 PO Box 149 Ourimbah 2258

Wingecarribee Council has recently 
become a Land for Wildlife provider. 
Contact Belinda Rowe on 02 4860 3010.
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Books
Bushcare with care: a fi eld 
guide for bush regenerators, 
protecting and conserving 
aboriginal landscapes
The booklet has been produced 
by the Sydney Metropolitan 
CMA to help those carrying out 
bush regeneration gain a better 
understanding of Aboriginal 
cultural values in relation to their 
project.

Many features in natural 
landscapes are of cultural 
signifi cance to the Aboriginal 
people, including fl ora, fauna, 
rivers, creeks and rock formations. 
The legal obligations and 
requirements of land managers 
are covered. The booklet also contains clear pictures and 
descriptions of Aboriginal objects and places which might be 
encountered.

For a copy call the Sydney Metropolitan CMA Aboriginal 
Community Support Offi  cer 02 9895 7458. 

New books have been 
published in the Australian 
Natural History series...
... from CSIRO. Each book in this series focuses on a particular 
animal or group of animals and contains comprehensive details 
presented in an easy-to-read style. The most recent in the series, 
published in November 2008 is Mound-builders by Darryl Jones 
and Ann Göth (128 pages). Other additions to this series in 2008 
were Bowerbirds (144 pages), Great Whales (160 pages) and 
Albatrosses (152 pages). 

These books are available from CSIRO Publishing and generally 
retail at $39.95.

Biodiversity in the paddock: a 
land managers guide 
By Jash Dorrough, Jacqui Stol and Sue McIntyre

This new 30-page handbook from 
CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems is a 
practical guide to help graziers and 
land managers look after their native 
plants and animals and harness the 
economic value of native pastures at 
the same time.

Interest in the role of native pastures 
in landscape health and biodiversity 
conservation is growing. There 
are between three and ten million 
hectares of native pasture on the 
south-western slopes of the Murray Darling Basin. It is actually 
the most widespread form of native vegetation in these 
landscapes, and a key factor in the persistence of native fauna 
and fl ora.  

From the stock management perspective, the book advises that 
native pastures are low-input and diverse—and therefore low- 
cost and low-risk.

The handbook is easy to read with many photographs, especially 
of native plants and birds found in these areas. Topics covered 
include grazing, fertiliser, plant and animal species, soils, climate, 
and balancing production, profi t and biodiversity.

Downoad from: 
www.csiro.au/resources/biodiversityinthepaddock.html 
or contact CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems 02 6242 1600.

Learn about bitou bush and 
threatened species 
DECC has recently produced a 
booklet Native Plant Species at Risk 
from Bitou Bush Invasion—a fi eld 
guide for NSW. Whilst aimed at 
land managers dealing with bitou 
bush, the fi eld guide contains 
photographs or illustrations of the 
biodiversity at risk with a written 
description to help confi rm their 
identity—this will assist landholders 
identify native plant species on 
properties in coastal areas.

Download from: 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/bitouTAP/idguide.htm
or if you have not already received a copy, ring Jenny at DECC 
Conservation Partners Program on 02 9995 6769—and it’s free! 
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What’s on

Australian Network for Plant 
Conservation Second National 
Forum 

Minding our own 
biodiversity: conservation on 
private land
Thursday April 30–Friday May 1 2009
Halls Gap, The Grampians, Victoria

Are you interested in conserving native fl ora and fauna on your 
land? Do you have a management agreement or covenant 
over some of your land? Do you participate in conservation 
activities on local public land? Are you part of a network 
linking conservation across the landscape? Do you receive any 
support or are incentives available to assist your eff orts?

Our second national forum will focus on conservation outside 
the formal reserve system, whether on small blocks or large 
landscape-level eff orts or cross-tenure projects. It will highlight 
the people and places involved and investigate the incentives 
and support available. 

This is your opportunity to participate, learn, contribute, 
debate and move this essential component of biodiversity 
conservation forward. 

The forum will include presentations, case studies, facilitated 
discussion sessions and fi eld visits to project sites.

p  02 6250 9509
e anpc@anpc.asn.au
w www.anbg.gov.au/anpc/conferences.html

Annual 
sustainable 
farming fi eld 
day

Friday May 1, Saturday May 2  and Sunday May 3 2009
Tocal College, near Paterson in the Hunter Valley, NSW 

p 02 4939 8820
e fi eldays@tocal.com
w www.tocalfi elddays.com 

SERI (Society for Ecological Restoration 
International) World Conference on Restoration 
2009 

Making change in a changing 
world
Sunday August 23–Thursday August 27 2009

Perth Western Australia

SER International provides an essential international forum for 
scientists and practitioners who look to restoration as a means 
to conserve the planet’s dwindling biodiversity and failing 
ecosystems. 

The conference aims to engage the debate on the impact of 
a changing world on our restoration capabilities. The meeting 
will host an array of themes representing current research and 
global restoration practice as well as themes that are relevant 
and contemporary in Australia. 

www.seri2009.com.au

...for more events visit www.environment.nsw.
gov.au/cpp/ConservationPartners.htm


