
how the project was carried out

The project officer worked one-on-one with property owners 
through site visits and phone calls to provide support and 
information. Discussions regarding soil preparation, planting, 
weed control and maintenance of planted areas were held with 
each participant and these discussions were supported with a 
range of printed factsheets.

Each participant was visited three or four times during the course 
of the project to check progress and provide support and advice. A 
strategic approach was encouraged, with neighbours cooperating 
to enhance corridors along property boundaries, and other 
property owners working together to achieve the best planting 
results for their area.

Almost all plants used in the project were locally native to the 
New England area and were grown from local seed. On a small 
number of frost affected sites Eucalypts from outside the region 
were included in the planting mix to help the ecosystem remain 
stable and survive heavy frosts. Where appropriate, local koala 
food trees were included. Wattles were also planted to reduce the 
availability of habitat for noisy miners and provide a winter food 
source for glider possums.

outcomes now and in the future

A total of 26 hectares of wildlife habitat has been fenced and 
protected and more than 8,200 indigenous seedlings have been 
planted with almost all of these locally native to the New England 
region. Almost four kilometres of stock proof fencing was installed 
with an additional 3.6 kilometres completed through landholders’ 
own contributions.

This project has provided increased habitat and food sources for a 
wide range of fauna species and increased connectivity between 
previously isolated areas of remnant vegetation. After just two 
years landholders have observed woodland birds and insects that 
do not live in the adjacent pastures using the newly planted areas. 
In one corridor of remnant vegetation, now protected by fencing, a 
population of koalas has been observed visiting.

benefits, challenges & lessons learned

Over the course of the project approximately 110 hours were taken 
up by travel and site inspections. Citizens Wildlife Corridors have 
found that one-on-on discussions with landholders have proven 
to be the most effective method of fostering on-ground work. This 
creates a close and personal link with each participant that is 
strengthened by repeated visits and phone support.

Many landholders in the Northern Tablelands have seen 
widespread dieback of trees across the tablelands and have been 
reluctant to plant new native trees for fear of losing them. This 
die back in the region has been caused by imbalances in the 
ecosystem due to land management practices of the past. The 
funding of this project enabled Citizens Wildlife Corridors Armidale 
to encourage some landholders to plant natives for the first time 
while others were able to extend existing habitat corridors. This 
project, along with previous work by the group, has contributed 
to a gradual change in attitudes, with the success of established 
corridors and windbreaks encouraging other landholders to join in 
the rehabilitation process. 

overview of the project

Citizens Wildlife Corridors Armidale has been working with landholders in 
the New England area since 1991 to link native vegetation remnants and 
create wildlife corridors to address declining biodiversity on the highly cleared 
tablelands. The work funded by the grant has resulted in the establishment of 
six kilometres of new wildlife corridor in the Armidale district. 

Many of the landholders involved in the project made a significant in-kind 
contribution by undertaking fencing, soil preparation works, weed control and 
planting of trees and shrubs. This allowed the project to expand the number 
of sites to 13 properties from the five that were originally proposed. Twelve of 
the 13 properties lie within catchments that run into the World Heritage Area 
of Oxley Wild Rivers National Park. These new habitat areas contribute to the 
quality of water flowing into this important reserve. 
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Landholders inspect the progress of new riparian plantings  
on Saumarez Creek. 
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