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For many years the history of Perisher Valley, Smiggin Holes, Guthega and 
Blue Cow was piece-meal. Some history had been captured in heritage 
studies, newspaper articles, personal memoirs, lodge commemorative 
booklets or a cursory chapter in some other publication, but there was 
nothing collated and presented into one publicly available book, unlike 
those available for Thredbo and Charlotte Pass Village; that was until now!

A history 
of Perisher
and the ski resorts 
along Kosciuszko 

Road

Above: New book - 'Highway to 
Heaven' by Peter Southwell Keely.

Right: Author Peter Southwell 
Keely at Perisher Historical Society 
booklaunch, June 2013  
(Photo: Jan Glover).
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continued........

Following discussions between the Perisher 
Historical Society (PHS), NPWS and Perisher Blue, 
the idea for a history book was raised. All three 
parties made a financial contribution toward the 
project but the challenge in 2010 was to find a 
suitable author. Unexpectedly the PHS received 
a call from Peter Southwell-Keely, a keen skier, 
a long-time Kosciusko Alpine Club member, 
but also a recent author of his own ski club’s 
history: ‘Out on the Tops – The Centenary of the 
Kosciusko Alpine Club.’ Peter rang with the offer 
to write the book, pro bono, and all that Peter 
wanted in return was to have a first-class and 
attractive publication for his services; and we 
think this has been achieved!

Highway to Heaven is a 260 page book with 
over 400 photographs. As well as chapters about 
each of the resort areas linked by the Kosciuszko 
Road including Sponar’s Chalet and Ski Rider, it 
includes chapters on Australia’s first ski troops, 
ski patrols, ski jumping, NSW snowsports, cross-
country skiing and some snowfield personalities.

Extensively indexed and referenced, Highway 
to Heaven is the first publicly available history 
of this large, popular and significant part of 
Kosciuszko National Park. 

The book will not only satisfy snowsports 
enthusiasts and those affiliated with the resorts 
along the Kosciuszko Road, but also history buffs 
and those who have an interest in the Snowy 
Mountains region and the Australian Alps in 
general.

The book was officially launched by local 
Member for Monaro, John Barilaro MP, at the 
PHS Annual Dinner on the June Long-weekend, 
held at the ‘Marritz Alpine’ in Perisher Valley. 
One-hundred and eleven guests attended the 
dinner including the Minister for Environment 
and Heritage, the Hon. Robyn Parker; both 
politicians recognising the indelible legacy 
snowsports have had, and continue to have, 
in Kosciuszko National Park. Their presence, 
along with many other snowsports luminaries, 
was a fitting tribute to Peter’s work and the 
collaborative efforts of the PHS, NPWS and 
Perisher Blue.

Where can I buy a copy?

A number of shops around Jindabyne and the 
Perisher Resorts have the book in stock (listed 
below). Alternatively you can order one using 
the mail order form attached to this newsletter. 
The cost of the book is $40.00.

Available at:

•	 Larry Adler Ski and Outdoor, Nuggets 
Crossing, Jindabyne;

•	 Lifestyle Cafe, Nuggets Crossing, Jindabyne;

•	 NPWS – Snowy Region Visitor Centre, 
Jindabyne;

•	 NPWS – Perisher Valley Office;

•	 Slopestyle, Perisher Centre, Perisher Valley;

•	 Snowprint Bookshop, 141 Snowy River Ave, 
Jindabyne;

•	 Sponar’s Chalet, Diggers Creek; and

•	 Guthega Alpine Inn, Guthega.

Lodge Copy and Promotion

Perisher Historical Society (PHS) has decided to 
provide a free copy of the new book ‘Highway to 
Heaven’ for each ski lodge to be used as a “Lodge 
Copy”.

This is viewed as a promotional exercise for the 
sale of the book.

The Society is asking each lodge to assist in the 
promotion of the book and commit to having it 
on display within their lodge.

Distribution

Hans Oversnow has kindly offered to deliver 
the books. Some clubs have already purchased 
copies. Should a club not wish to keep one of 
the purchased copies please call or email PHS 
President, Philip Woodman, directly:

Philip Woodman
Perisher Historical Society
Mobile: 0488 159 888
email: phsadmin@iprimus.com.au
www.perisherhistoricalsociety.org.au

new book

mailto:phsadmin@iprimus.com.au
www.perisherhistoricalsociety.org.au
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order form

New Book – How skiing came to Kosciusko 

Highway to Heaven 
A History of Perisher and the Ski Resorts along the Kosciuszko Road 

by Peter Southwell-Keely is certain to be the ‘go to’ authority on the history of Charlotte 
Pass, Guthega, Perisher Valley, Smiggin Holes and Blue Cow. 
Well-researched and referenced the book provides an abundance of pictures to flick 
through and then home in on the detail. 
Entrepreneurial enterprise developed the resorts and adventurous souls laboured to build 
club accommodation so that they could ski by day and party all night.  It is fascinating to 
discover that the catalyst was visionary investment by the NSW State Government over 
100 years ago that has resulted in a significant tourism industry for NSW. 
The 260-page book is handsomely illustrated with over 400 historic photographs, many in 
colour.  It gives insight into the exploits of some of Australia's early skiers and relates little-
known stories from the development of what is now the Southern Hemisphere’s largest 
integrated ski resort with over 800,000 skier-days a year.  In addition, it includes chapters 
on Australia’s first ski troops, ski patrols, ski jumping, NSW Snowsports, cross-country 
skiing, snowfield personalities, fires in the area and the author’s look into the future. 
A very enjoyable read, Highway to Heaven is extensively indexed and referenced, 
providing a detailed historical chronology of the area not previously available.  It is sure to 
be a ‘must have’ book for everyone involved in skiing in the area. 

ORDER FORM 

Name   __________________________  Surname  _________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________

Suburb  _______________________________  State  ________  Post Code  __________

 DIRECT DEPOSIT or EFT to 
Perisher Historical Society 
BSB 112 879   A/c No.  155 988 931 
    Please quote your name & “Book” 

OR 
By cheque payable to 

Perisher Historical Society 
PO Box 213,  GORDON   NSW   2072 

Inquiries to: 
e phsadmin@iprimus.com.au 
p 0488 159 888     0417 887 7475

 ______  Copies @ $40.00 each  __________  

Postage within Australia 
1-2 books $14    3-4 books $17 __________  

TOTAL $  __________  

Paid by DIRECT DEPOSIT or EFT  
 
CHEQUE ENCLOSED  
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winner

Judged from 17 entrants across the state, Yarrangobilly Caves 
House won the top prize in the Conservation of Built Heritage 
category of the prestigious National Trust Heritage Awards on 
the 8 May this year. Many years of planning and consultation 
went into upgrading the historic Yarrangobilly Caves House to 
retain the historic character and charm of the original building 
while preparing its use as first-class accommodation.

Set amongst the limestone karst valley at Yarrangobilly Caves, 
the original ‘Caves House’ was constructed in 1901 as a single 
storey structure with the two-storey section added in 1917. 
Built by the NSW Tourist Bureau, Caves House was an integral 
part of Yarrangobilly Caves as a tourist destination, similarly 
modelled to Jenolan Caves. But in the latter half of the 1900s 

the building started to fall into disrepair and the need for on-
site accommodation was not so pressing with an increasingly 
mobile tourist sector. Its use was subsequently restricted to 
park staff who managed and guided visitors through the caves. 

Fortunately, community and NPWS staff interest in the 
Yarrangobilly precinct challenged the potential dereliction 
of Caves House and consolidated a plan to restore the old 
building to its former use and glory. And so began the 
restoration project, jointly funded by the NPWS Kosciuszko 
National Park Centenary Fund and the Office of Environment 
and Heritage. Now visitors have access to 42 beds at Caves 
House and enjoy the charm that is indeed a very significant 
part of Kosciuszko National Park.

yarrangobilly
    caves house

Winner of National Trust Heritage Awards 

(Photos: OEH).
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heritage

Above: Currango Homestead (Photo: OEH).
Top left: Wogal Lodge, Kiandra (Photo: Stuart Cohen).
Middle left: Daffodil Cottage, Currango Homestead (Photo: Jo Caldwell).
Bottom left: Matthew’s Cottage, Kiandra (Photo: Stuart Cohen).
Below: Yarrangobilly Caves Thermal Pool (Photo: OEH).

Part of the plan for restoring some of the heritage buildings in Kosciuszko 
National Park has been to provide accommodation opportunities to 
the general public. This approach allows people to experience a greater 
connection with these historical areas of Kosciuszko National Park 
and provides valuable income that goes back into maintaining and 
preserving such buildings. Of course staying in one of these places also 
provides further opportunity to explore the area and pursue activities 
like mountain bike riding, fishing and bush walking. There are three 
locations where such historical accommodation can be found, all located 
in the northern end of the park. These include: ‘Wolgal Lodge’ in Kiandra; 
‘Yarrangobilly Caves House’ at Yarrangobilly Caves; and ‘Currango 
Homestead’, ‘Daffodil Cottage’ and ‘The Pines Cottage’ at Currango above 
the foreshore of Tantangara Dam.

Accommodation with less heritage significance but made up with 
comfort includes Lyrebird Cottage in Yarrangobilly Caves and Creel Lodge 
at Waste Point – the latter the only NPWS accommodation in the south 
end of the park (at least for now).

For further information about each of these accommodation sites and 
booking arrangements, visit: www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/Stay.

www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/Stay
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litter....
DON’T WASTE THE SNOW!  
                                 Put your rubbish in the bin!
It’s unfortunate that we need 
to allocate some space in this 
newsletter to discuss litter and 
litter reduction measures. But the 
magnitude of the problem does not 
appear to be getting any better in 
resort areas; in fact some hot-spots 
like the carparks are considered to 
be getting worse. Where surveys 
by some government and non-
government agencies indicate 
that the worse litterers tend to be 
males between the ages of 17 to 
26, there is plenty of evidence to 
suggest that those who litter in our 
resort carparks span a wider age 
group. Not only single pieces of 
litter like coffee cups, confectionery 
wrappers and apparel tags are 
being left on the ground, but also 
bags of rubbish from the journey 
up to the resort or at the end of the 
day’s activities are being brazenly 
left beside or underneath vehicles. 
The diversity of litter types including 
nappies support the notion that 
some parents are showing a 
disregard for the environment and 
are not demonstrating good waste 
management practices to their 
family.

The excuse that’s occasionally 
expressed about not finding a 
bin is not a justifiable reason to 
litter. Whilst there are bins around 
the resort, managing receptacles 
around the carpark, particularly 
in Perisher, is challenged by snow 
clearing operations. Nevertheless, 
NPWS and Perisher Resort 
are implementing a few more 
receptacle and collection options 
this season in response to the 
amount of litter being discarded.

On a more positive note and 
contrary to the national figures 
tabled by the Keep Australia 
Beautiful and Clean-up Australia 

organisations where cigarette butts 
continue to be the largest litter item 
by number, there seems to be a 
greater consciousness by smokers 
visiting Kosciuszko National Park. 
Cigarette butts, while still a problem, 
are not being collected in the same 
volume as experienced in past years.

So what are we going to do this 
season?
This season the collaborative 
campaign to address litter 
awareness around the resorts, “Don’t 
Waste the Snow” has been adopted. 
Radio, newspapers and banners will 
be used to broadcast the campaign, 
while Facebook and other electronic 
media will be explored.

It’s against the law
There’s no excuse not to know 
that the action of littering, that is 
discarding or leaving items that 
should otherwise be placed in a 
bin, is against the law. Individuals 
caught littering including throwing 
rubbish from a vehicle, can incur a 
$200 fine. There are some categories 
of litter such as lit cigarette butts in 
flammable areas and deliberately 
breaking glass which can incur 
individual fines of $375.

What you can do!
Advocacy of the issue will go a 
long way to help address littering 
behaviour. Help promote anti-
littering messages within your 
lodge, business or work place. 
The more people that actively 
participate in this environmental 
issue the better the short and 
long-term outcomes for a greater 
cultural change and ultimately 
a cleaner environment. To help 
you to promote the litter issue a 
number of A4 posters are available 
for placement in lodges. Of course 
you can always add ‘trailers’ to 

your electronic communication or 
add messages to your website or 
Facebook page.

Litter Pick-ups – be a Litter Legend!
But it’s not mine! No, you didn’t put 
it there and neither did the people 
around you. But it’s on the ground 
and you may be in a position to pick 
up this one piece and put it in the 
bin. Litter research indicates that 
the more litter present in any given 
area, the more likely it is that people 
will litter at that site (conversely, 
the cleaner the site, the less likely 
people are to litter). So while it may 
be off-putting to even contemplate 
picking up someone else’s rubbish, 
there is perhaps a greater travesty 
knowing that the rubbish may blow 
away, that left in situ may encourage 
a greater level of accumulation, or 
it waits for someone else to come 
along and pick it up.

A good portion of litter is picked 
up throughout the season by 
resort and NPWS staff, but these 
duties come on top of other winter 
operational requirements and 
responsibilities. End of season 
community litter clean-ups and the 
Clean-up Australia Day event also 
make a significant contribution 
toward removing volumes of litter 
that are not apparent until the 
snow has melted. But opportunity 
still exists by individuals on a day-
to-day basis; one piece of litter 
picked up by you is one less piece 
on the ground to be picked up by 
somebody else. Of course you are 
more than welcome to participate 
in the community clean-up events 
as well.

Have a look and share the latest 
campaign from Keep Australia 
Beautiful’s Little People at:
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=T2-x2_YNZAc

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T2-x2_YNZAc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T2-x2_YNZAc
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rubbish

Put your rubbish in the bin and if you can’t find a bin keep it with you until you do!
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plan

Climate change is expected to substantially reduce snow cover in the Snowy 
Mountains. This, in turn, will impact the distribution of many plant and animal 
species. One such animal that’s been assessed is the Common Wombat 
(Vombatus ursinus).
OEH scientists, Dr Dan Lunney and colleagues, used models to predict likely 
range shifts in Common Wombats which are often found in subalpine areas, 
but rarely occur above the tree line in the alpine zone. They used models which 

predicted that there are likely to be more wombats in their existing range, rather 
than an expansion into the alpine zone.
Changes in wombat habitat were predicted using a rule-based modelling 
approach which incorporates important wombat resources as well as changes in 
snow depth with climate change. The models predicted a 16 percent increase in 
suitable wombat habitat in the study area, mainly in higher subalpine altitudes, 
by 2050.

More wombats likely in sub-alpine areas with climate change
Reprinted from OEH Science Division Newsletter, December 2012 (Photo: John Morrell).

The Kosciuszko National Park Plan of Management (2006) is a 
highly considered and ambitious Plan, providing a framework 
for tackling the management challenges of the largest 
national park in NSW. As part of the Plan, each year a public 
annual report is prepared which outlines the progress being 
made. This report covers the period from 1st July 2011 to 
the 30th June 2012 and summarises the main management 
achievements, research and monitoring programs, the 
annual condition assessment of the park’s values as well as a 
review of the Plan itself, five years after its adoption.

The annual report is an interesting update with a large 
section committed to ‘major projects and achievements’; 
presented in short paragraphs with images. If you are 
interested in a summary of activities which NPWS has been 
undertaking or working in partnership with other people 
and groups across all of Kosciuszko National Park, then 

download a copy of the report at the following address:

Kosciuszko National Park 
implementing the Plan of Management

Annual Report 2011-12

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/KNPMgmtPlanAnnRep2012.htm

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/KNPMgmtPlanAnnRep2012.htm
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1,000,000

In past issues of Resort Round-up we have profiled 
the progress of rehabilitating former Snowy Hydro 
sites. Following corporatisation of the Snowy Hydro-
Electric Scheme to become Snowy Hydro Limited, 380 
former sites of varying sizes and degradation have 
been identified for rehabilitation, 36 of which require 
major environmental restoration. These former sites 
were associated with the construction and operation 
of the Snowy Scheme including spoil dumps, camps, 
townships, work sites, quarries etc. Thirty-two million 
dollars was allocated for the program that has so far 
contributed to revegetation, major earthworks, land 
stabilisation, weed management, and waste and 
hazardous material removal.

In April this year Environment Minister, Robyn Parker, 
was invited to participate in a major mile-stone of the 
rehabilitation program; the one millionth planting 
at Bourkes Gorge on the western side of Kosciuszko 
National Park. This site has been the focus of major 
earthworks to reshape 275,000 cubic metres of 
dumped rock spoil that is now covered by thousands 
of native plant stock. The objective of this and other 
former sites is to restore the ecological processes to a 
point where the site is self-sustaining with a diverse 
and contiguous vegetation cover across the whole area.

One million plants is a lot of plants sewn into the 
ground, but before all the former Snowy Hydro sites 
are rehabilitated, millions more trees and shrubs will be 
planted throughout Kosciuszko National Park.

the millionth plant

Above: Bourkes Gorge rehab - April 2013.

Top right: NSW Environment Minister, Robyn Parker with a dedicated team 
rehabilitating Snowy Scheme sites.

Above: NSW Environment Minister, Robyn 
Parker, watering in the millionth plant in the 

Snowy Scheme rehabilitation program. 

Above: Bourkes Gorge Snowy 
Scheme rehabilitation
(Photos: Lucy Morrell).
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fire

In 2012 Fire and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) responded 
to approximately 46,000 Automatic Fire Alarm (AFA) 
systems across NSW of which 98% were unwanted 
or false. While FRNSW have had a charge system in 
place for attending unwanted alarms, on the 1 July 
2013 the cost rose from $750 to $1,250. The reason 
for the increased charge is to motivate owners and 
managers to take more responsibility for managing 
their AFA including regular maintenance.

In certain circumstances, such as for storms and 
other natural disasters, FRNSW response to false 
alarms will not be charged if the alarm was beyond 
the control of the owner. There are additional 
circumstances (leniencies) resulting in no charge, 
including:
•	 One false alarm within a 60 day period will not 

be charged. Subsequent false alarms which occur 
within 60 days of the first alarm will be charged.

•	 A 24 hour leniency period applies in which 
repeat false alarms will not be charged. Only the 
first alarm will be charged within the 24 hours. 
Multiple false alarms within a 24 hour period are 
considered a one-off event giving the business 
owner or manager time to rectify their alarm 
system.

The cost to FRNSW for attending false-alarms is not 
just a financial one, but unwanted alarms create 
complacency towards genuine alarms which can 
result in serious injury or loss of life. They also divert 
FRNSW resources that would otherwise be available 
for genuine emergencies.

Main causes of false alarms
Most common causes are listed first:
•	 Poor building maintenance
•	 AFA system malfunctions
•	 Burnt toast
•	 Cooking fumes
•	 Steam
•	 Aerosols sprays

•	 Cigarettes/candles
•	 Workmen/cleaners
•	 Dirty smoke detectors
•	 ‘Break Glass’ alarm damage.

Avoiding false alarms

For tenants:
•	 Ensure any fans, vents, and if possible windows, 

are open before cooking or showering.
•	 Some smoke detectors are extremely sensitive 

and steam from showers, smoke from burning 
food, even sprays from aerosol cans such as 
deodorant and hair-spray can set them off.

•	 Be aware of where all alarm detectors are in your 
home and ensure all reasonable measures are 
taken to avoid false alarm activation.

For building owners, managers and workers:
Effective maintenance of AFA systems is critical in 
reducing false alarms. The primary cause of false 
alarms is poorly maintained systems.
Ensuring a well regulated work place protocol is in 
place can also be extremely effective in reducing 
false alarms. There are a number of ways workers can 
set off false alarms:
•	 Dust
•	 Cutting wires
•	 Spraying
•	 Steam cleaning.

All workers on-site must register with the building 
owner or manager and be inducted into the 
workplace processes ensuring appropriate isolation 
of AFA systems and responsible work-site activities.
For more information about AFA, the new charges 
and all things fire related visit www.fire.nsw.gov.au 
or contact your local brigade in Thredbo, Perisher 
Valley or Jindabyne.

new charges for  
False Automatic 
Fire Alarms

http://www.fire.nsw.gov.au


11

interesting 
Have you ever noticed an orange slimy 
substance or an oily sheen on water in 
Kosciuszko National Park? Iron and iron 
bacteria are most likely the cause.

What are iron bacteria?
Iron bacteria are bacteria that “feed” 
on iron. They are a natural part of the 
environment in most parts of the world. 
There are several non-disease causing 
bacteria which grow and multiply in 
stringy clumps in water, and use iron 
dissolved in water as part of their 
metabolism. In the presence of the 
bacteria, the dissolved iron reacts with 
the oxygen from the air forming rust 
coloured iron oxides. These oxides do not 
dissolve in water and either settle to the 
bottom or are stored in the slimy jelly like 
material that surrounds the iron bacteria’s 
cells. 

Where does it come from?
Iron is a common element in many soil 
groups. In fact, iron is one of the most 
common elements found in nature 
accounting for at least 5% of the earth’s 
crust. Consequently, iron-fixing bacteria 
have probably existed in our natural 
waters for over a million years. When 
groundwater flows through iron-bearing 
soil or rock it picks up iron along the way. 
It is understandable that just about all 
water supplies contain some measurable 
amount of iron. In general, wherever 
there is oxygen, water, and iron there is 

potential for iron bacteria to develop.

Are the bacteria harmful?
Iron bacteria usually pose no threat to 
human health. They are found naturally 
in soils and water. The orange slime in the 
water is often considered an aesthetic 
problem. In very large amounts iron 
precipitate may be detrimental to fish, to 
bottom-dwelling invertebrates, and to 
plants or fish eggs. Iron bacteria in wells 
and water supply systems do not usually 
cause health problems. However, they 
may result in side effects that can be a 
nuisance to water system owners and 
users.

Are there iron bacteria in the 
mountains?
You may see small pools of water rimmed 
or covered with a surface of iron bacteria, 
although the bacteria is perhaps more 
prevalent at lower altitudes. Colder 
temperatures at higher elevations often 
inhibit biological activity and hence iron 
bacteria are not so abundant (along 
with less iron oxide in the soil). However, 
you may see the accumulative effect of 
some iron bacteria where iron has been 
used in structures that are subsequently 
immersed in water, like grates and the 
metal barriers to stormwater pipes. Such 
metal components are often imbedded in 
concrete that can readily heat in the sun, 
and improve bacteria production where 
the water is slow moving or stagnant.

Iron Bacteria

Iron bacteria feeding upon the iron oxide emanating from a stormwater barrier in 
Thredbo. Occasionally iron bacteria will form in natural pools of water. 

(Photo: Mel Schroder)
Snow gum near  Charlotte Pass

(Photo: Stuart Cohen)
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lend a hand
wild water and 
 willow
  warriors
After 10 years of cooperative willow 
control along the Snowy River 
involving NPWS and the Southern 
Rivers Catchment Management 
Authority, willows (Salix species) are 
no longer the dominant weed that 
they once were, infesting much of 
the riverbank for nearly 150 years. 
But not only were willows the 
scourge of this riparian community, 
poplar, silver birch and blackberry 
were among the many woody 
weeds targeted in a concerted effort 
by intrepid staff from both of these 
organisations.

However, not to rest on any laurels, 
follow-up monitoring and spot 
control were always part of the plan 
to maintain the gains made over 
the past decade. The question was 
how to conduct the next stage that 

was practical and cost-effective. 
Enter ‘Willow Warriors’! This mostly 
Sydney-based sub-group of the 
Rivers Canoe Club of NSW had 
already worked remote sections 
of the Colo and other rivers and 
waterways close to Sydney, freeing 
them from willows while enjoying 
the paddle. Their experience was 
canvassed and they participated 
in some reconnaissance work with 
Ranger and ‘Adventurous Volunteers’ 
project co-ordinator Rob Gibbs. 
A prerequisite for subsequent 
funding from the Caring for Country 
Federal Grant included the use of 
community volunteers to participate 
in this important environmental 
issue.

So began a trial in March this year 
involving Jindabyne locals and 

other interested paddlers from 
Canberra, Tawonga, Delegate, Bega 
and Henty. With some induction in 
willow control and river safety, the 
15 volunteers ranging in age from 
15 to 60, commenced their willow 
work along an 18 kilometre stretch 
of Snowy River addressing over 80 
isolated trees and shrubs; that’s over 
80 plants killed that had the chance 
to reinfest the Snowy River.

By all accounts this trial was 
considered a success on many levels 
and has paved the way to continue 
local volunteer involvement in 
environmental restoration projects. 
If you would like further information 
on this program please contact  
Rob Gibbs:
Phone  02 64505 577 or email
rob.gibbs@environment.nsw.gov.au

Top right: Yvonne Aplin of Towonga and Regina 
Roach of Yarrangobilly tackle a rapid to gain 
access to the willows.

Above: Gary Bolton and David Bonney of Bega 
undertaking Willow Control as part of the 
Adventurous Volunteer program.

Right: Adventurous Volunteers getting river 
safety and basic whitewater paddling instruction 
for the weekend’s activities (Photos: Rob Gibbs).

mailto:rob.gibbs@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Under the Glenn Sanecki Scholarship, 
PhD candidate Chloe Sato, has been 
studying skinks in the alpine and sub-
alpine areas of Kosciuszko National Park. 
Besides researching the distribution and 
ecology of some of our understudied 
mountain reptiles, one of the questions 
posed in her research was, ‘what animals 
predate on different skink species?’ We 
know that some skink scales turn up in 
the scats of small mammals like Dusky 
Antechinus and Southern Bush Rat, but 
what else may pose a threat to these 
reptiles and how can we find out?

Answer – make plasticine models 
of each of the skink species, put 
them out in the field and position 
automatic cameras to record what 
happens.
After measuring the dimension of live 
animals, Chloe arranged for silicone 
moulds to be created of two species 
from non-toxic sculpting clay. She then 
meticulously hand painted each model 
– a very time consuming activity. The 
models were then placed in the field in 
sites that reflected the typical habitat 
and known distribution for each species. 
At many of these sites, all-weather 
automatic infrared cameras were 
positioned that started recording when 
the sensor was tripped by any animal in 
the vicinity of the model. Those models 
laid at sites without cameras had to be 
interpreted by the scars lacerating the 

models.

So what were the main predators 
attempting to feed on the model 
skinks?

Ravens were the most prolific predator. 
Given the ubiquitous distribution of 
Little Ravens and Australian Ravens 
throughout the Snowy Mountains 
year round, this was not surprising. 
Although no other bird species was 
detected during the study period, one 
could assume that other Corvid-like 
birds such as Magpies and Currawongs 
may opportunistically predate on alpine 
skinks during the non-snow period. 
Furthermore, some birds of prey such 
as the Australian Kestrel that predates 
upon skinks at lower altitudes may 
also feed upon alpine skinks when 
present during the warmer months. 
The other predatory species detected 
included foxes; a major predator over 
a range of small fauna across southern 
Australia. A fox baiting program is 
undertaken in the higher areas of the 
park each winter to reduce the impact 
of this predator on a range of species, 
particularly Broad-toothed Rat and 
Mountain Pygmy-possum. Although not 
detected in this study, feral cats could 
also be responsible for opportunistically 
predating on alpine skinks. Deer hooves 
were also stamped on some of the 
models.

MODEL
Lizards
HELP 
Researcher

life like
Left: Plasticine models of Alpine 
She-oak Skink; used to help 

identify predators of alpine lizards 
(Photo: Mel Schroder).

Below: Skiers at Smiggin 
Holes, Kosciuszko National Park              

(Photo: Stuart Cohen).



14  ResortRoundUP - issue 36

Frogs that we don’t 
want to croak it!

amphibians

Southern Corroboree Frog (Photo: David Hunter).

Frogs are not fairing so well locally, nationally or worldwide. Frog 
species and populations throughout the world are declining, even 
those in national parks where habitat is protected.

So what is the cause of the decline?

There is a global amphibian disease called Chytridiomycosis, caused 
by the fungus Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis more commonly known 
as Chytrid Fungus. The Chytrid Fungus infects adult amphibians but it 
has been found, and therefore may be carried, on the mouthparts of 
tadpoles. At least 250 species of frog worldwide have become extinct 
due to this disease. Some scientists are referring to this decline as the 
‘Sixth Mass Extinction’ because of the magnitude and rate of species 
loss over a short time period.

However, not all frog species are susceptible to the Chytrid Fungus 
and some act as carriers of the disease. The common Eastern Toadlet 
(Crinia signifera) seems to be the species responsible for introducing 
the Chytrid Fungus to local susceptible frog species and populations. 
The Eastern Toadlet may hold the answer in their genes as to why they 
are immune to the Chytrid Fungus.

What about our frogs in Kosciuszko National Park?

Unfortunately some of our local frogs are part of the world-wide 
decline and are on the verge of extinction. Most people know the 
Southern Corroboree Frog (Pseudophryne corroboree), recognised by 
its contrasting yellow and black colours. Once prolific around alpine 
and sub-alpine fens and bogs, this species has been in decline since 
the 1990s. Only four animals were located in the wild last summer. 

Captive breeding programs can help halt an animal’s decline to 
extinction. Standard ex-situ (or away from the natural environment) 

programs are often the first response. They are expensive and may 
produce less fit individuals because natural selection processes have 
been removed. More recent in-situ (or in the natural environment) 
programs have been developed that use habitat areas that are 
maintained disease free and that are more likely to support 
self-sustaining populations. Such programs may rely initially on 
introducing eggs or animals that were bred in an ex-situ program. 

Both ex-situ and in-site captive breeding programs have been 
established for the Southern Corroboree Frog. Over the past 10 years 
the University of Melbourne, Amphibian Research Centre in Victoria 
and Taronga Park Zoo in Sydney have successfully bred over 1,000 
frogs ex-situ. The more adventurous program has been the in-situ trial 
in a remote valley on the western side of Kosciuszko National Park. 
This program uses a ‘Colourbond’ fence to prevent predators from 
entering the habitat of ponds and dry areas within the enclosure. A 
second trial enclosure is planned. By spreading the recovery across a 
broad area and into different habitats, the chance of survival against 
Chytrid Fungus introduction and other threats is increased. 

Other frogs in KNP that will become extinct without direct recovery 
actions include the Northern Corroboree Frog (Pseudophryne 
pengilleyi) and Spotted Tree Frog (Littoria spenceri). The Alpine Tree 
Frog (Littoria verreauxii alpina) has also declined in recent decades 
although the few remaining populations appear to be stable – at 
least for now.

Want to see live Southern Corroboree Frogs?

Eight of these iconic black and yellow critically endangered frogs are 
on display in tanks at both the Tumut Visitor Centre and Snowy Region 
Visitor Centre in Jindabyne.

Robyn Parker, NSW Minister for the Environment, showing Jindabyne OOHSC 
children the corroboree frogs at Snowy Region Visitor Centre. 

Southern Corroboree frog enclosure
(Photos: Lucy Morrell).
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http://www.australianalps.environment.gov.au/publications/general/video-frog.html

video about the introduction of southern 
corroboree frog eggs into the wild

watch this.....  

australian alps map goes digital
It was only a matter of time before this very popular regional map went 
digital. No longer available on paper, the Alps e-map is now ready to 
download onto almost any portable device like your Smartphone. And 
unlike the paper version the electronic download offers more information on 
huts, walking and 4WD tracks, historical places of interest etc. Furthermore, 
the electronic version will make editing easier and cheaper for the Alps 
coordinators but best of all the e-map is free!

For information and upload instructions of the Alps e-map, visit the website: 
www.australianalps.environment.gov.au

no advertising 
material on cars, 
it’s illegal!...

http://www.australianalps.environment.gov.au/publications/general/video-frog.html
www.australianalps.environment.gov.au
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future
Pest Control rules to be the 
                       Strictest in Australia
LATEST INFORMATION ON SUPPLEMENTARY PEST CONTROL (VOLUNTEER SHOOTERS)
The following press release from Robyn Parker, Minister for 
the Environment and Minister for Heritage was released 
on Thursday 4 July 2013. It has been reproduced for this 
newsletter as there have been some inquiries from the resorts' 
community about the ‘Supplementary Pest Control Program’. 
Although details are still to be finalised, the following 
information will bring people up to date with the latest 
proposal and we will include updates in future issues of this 
newsletter, particularly how the program will be implemented 
in Kosciuszko National Park. For further information provided 
in a ‘question and answer’ style format, visit: http://www.
environment.nsw.gov.au/pestsweeds/spc.htm

Environment Minister Robyn Parker today announced 
a strict regime of controls for the introduction of the 
supplementary pest control program in the state’s national 
parks following a rigorous risk assessment process and 
expert advice.

Ms Parker also announced that the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service (NPWS) will regulate and manage the 
program.

“New measures announced today will ensure volunteer 
participants are held to an equivalent high standard that 
currently applies to NPWS staff and contractors,” Ms Parker 
said. 

“The program will be similar to our hazard reduction 
operations, which use volunteers with a high level of 
training and competency, which is equivalent to that held 
by professional staff. 

“Strict controls coupled with planning and direction by 
NPWS staff will enable more effective management of pest 
animals in national parks, with safety paramount in the 
design of the program. 

“The pest control program will continue the 
environmentally effective scheme currently operating 
throughout the state under the direction of experienced 
NPWS staff. 

“We already cull feral animals in national parks using 
trapping, baiting and shooting. This program will give 
NPWS additional volunteer resources to ensure we 
are doing all we can to remove pest animals from our 
landscape. 

“In 2012, NPWS removed over 54,000 pest animals 
including feral pigs, dogs, cats, foxes and goats from our 
national parks and reserves. 

“Using skilled volunteers under the direction of NPWS is 
one more tool in our efforts to protect native animals and 

plants. 

“Feral pests do great harm to our national parks, impacting 
about 40 per cent of all threatened species. 

“No volunteer can be in a national park unless they are 
participating in a planned pest control program, scheduled 
and managed by NPWS. 

“The program may be made available in up to 75 – less 
than 10 per cent - of the state’s national parks or reserves. 
The majority of these parks are in the state’s west, and the 
program will not occur in any wilderness, world heritage or 
metropolitan area.

“Initially only 12 parks or reserves will be part of the 
program. There will be a review and report back to Cabinet 
before any further roll-out of the program. 

“NPWS management will be able to call upon the services 
of licensed and experienced volunteers to assist them in 
carrying out pest animal control. 

“No person under 18 will be allowed to participate in the 
program and only firearms that are currently used in NPWS 
operations will be permitted. This excludes the use of bows 
and black powder muskets. 

“As with existing pest control operations, these activities 
will be planned and announced at least four weeks in 
advance. 

“NPWS will provide final confirmation to neighbours and 
the public a minimum of 48 hours ahead of any operation. 

“Similarly, any area where a pest control operation will 
occur will be closed to visitors on the days of these 
operations, with appropriate signage and road closures in 
place. 

“The program will not occur during school holidays and is 
expected to commence in some parks from October.” 

Parks and reserves will be zoned A or B. 

Zone A: Volunteers will be part of the NPWS team and 
working shoulder to shoulder with experienced NPWS 
staff. 

Zone B: Experienced and trained volunteers are 
supervised by NPWS staff. This will include induction and 
daily safety briefings. Detailed reporting, data collection 
and debriefing requirements will also apply. Site specific 
shooting plans with detailed maps will direct operations, 
with these being approved by NPWS regional managers 
consistent with regional pest strategies.

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/pestsweeds/spc.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/pestsweeds/spc.htm
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restore
Now, I’m not referring to some new euphemism to 
describe our young knee-high skiers in ‘mini-mites’ 
or some other sections of our snowsports fraternity; 
but rather the real insect wood-eaters that are found 
around Australia. NPWS Alpine Ecologist, Dr Ken 
Green, does not include any species of termite in 
his co-authored ‘Field Guide to the Wildlife of the 
Australian Snow-Country’, but does refer to termites 
forming an extremely small proportion of an Echidna’s 
diet at 1300 metres; above this elevation 100 percent 
of the animal’s diet is composed of ants. At the time 
this short article was prepared, the highest elevation 
that Larry Waddell of High Country Pests had 
undertaken termite control in a building in Kosciuszko 
National Park was at about 1200 metres; this being 
the NPWS building at Sawpit Creek operating as the 
Education Centre.

As most of the lowest parts of resort areas are above 
1300 metres, there is some confidence that termite 
presence and activity is small. The climate is not 
conducive for termites to maintain large populations 
at higher elevations. Like other insects, activity is 
greatly reduced or immobilised during the colder 
winter months, particularly above the snowline. 
However, Larry Waddell has seen some termite nests 
in the Perisher Range Resorts and as a keen fisherman 
has witnessed swarms of insects in some of the alpine 
streams in the warmer months…so they are present!

So what does this mean?
Experience to date would suggest that termites do 
not pose the same level of risk to buildings in resort 
areas in the same way that they do to buildings at 
lower elevations. Daniel James of the Department of 
Planning and Infrastructure said that new buildings 
and building extensions need to comply with 
Australian Standard AS3660 Termite Management, 
but that the Department does not require compulsory 
termite inspections. While the risk of termite damage 
is low, opportunities for introducing termites into a 
building could be through fire wood, particularly if 
it is stacked close to, or within the lodge; although 
survivability of any animals is also considered low as 
most fire wood is stored in relatively cold locations 
within and adjacent to buildings.

Nevertheless, while termite presence and activity 
is considered low in resort areas, lodge owners 
and managers should keep an open mind and 
occasionally inspect their building - remembering 
that older lodges conformed to different building 
standards in earlier times. Maybe in years to come 
with rising temperatures, termites could find living 
conditions more favourable in higher elevated areas. 
Of course, if you have any doubt or want peace-of-
mind, you could always engage a pest controller for 
an inspection.
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The necessity of having municipal 
infrastructure in resorts doesn’t mean that 
they have to dominate the landscape. So 
the Charlotte Pass team were busy this 
past summer planting scores of tube-stock 
around the batter below the treatment plant. 
It may take time for the trees and shrubs to 
get some height, particularly in the highest 
ski resort in Australia, but the work has 
started and this investment will be rewarded 
in future years.

rehabilitating 
charlotte pass 
treatment plant

Above: Michael 'Didge' Hopkins and Rolf Klicker taking pride in their revegetation work .

Below: Michael ‘Didge’ Hopkins not ‘shy’ to use hand-tools

(Photos: Courtesy of Charlotte Pass Village).
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PV UPdate
savvy power savings for     

sewage treatment plant
(Extracted from an OEH case study)

Perisher Sewage Treatment Plant in 
Kosciuszko National Park (KNP) will reduce 
its energy use by nearly 60 percent, cut its 
energy costs by nearly a third and slash its 
carbon emissions by 160 tonnes a year by 
taking the actions recommended in its recent 
Energy Saver audit.

Operated by National Parks and Wildlife 
Service (NPWS), the plant was built in the 
early 1980s and upgraded in 2000. The 
Perisher plant implemented numerous 
energy-saving initiatives in recent years, 
including installing variable speed drive 
(VSD) controllers on blowers, efficient lighting 
and zoned switching arrangements and light 
wells to increase the facility’s natural lighting. 
They also automated site processes with a 
sophisticated control system, installed 5.25 
kilowatts of photovoltaics on two sewage 
pumping stations and now aerate sewage 
with reticulated air bubbling.

But to the disappointment of the park’s 
management team, these initiatives 
produced only relatively modest power 
savings, and the site maintained its place on 
the NPWS list of high energy users.

When Environmental Services Manager for 
KNP, Megan Bennett, found out about the 
Office of Environment and Heritage’s Energy 
Saver program, she encouraged Manager 
Municipal Services, Andrew Logan, to audit 
the Perisher plant.

Logan said the great thing about the Energy 
Saver audit was that the consultants made 
practical suggestions that were both cost-
effective to implement and would deliver 
substantial energy savings.

‘We didn’t waste time chasing any rabbits 

down holes,’ said Logan. ‘The auditors were 
very knowledgeable and made sensible 
recommendations, some of which were very 
simple, cost little and we could implement 
almost straight away.

‘Our Perisher plant is quite unique in that it 
operates in an alpine climate, so we have to 
heat effluent during the ski season when our 
resorts are running at peak capacity.

‘Until now, we’ve done that with three LPG-
fired boilers, but this becomes very expensive 
in winter and early spring because the gas 
has to be brought in with over-snow vehicles.

‘The auditors recommended we replace 
the boilers with a 120 kilowatt heat pump 
– something we hadn’t even thought of 
before and would never come up with in-
house. ‘While this technology has become 
commonplace in Australia for heating 
domestic hot water and commercial 
swimming pools, it’s not generally used in 
sewage treatment plants as they’re usually 
located in warmer, low-lying areas.

‘The heat pump, which is powered by 
electricity, can generate heat four to five 
times more efficiently than an LPG boiler.

‘For an estimated outlay of around $80,000 
the heat pump will help us to save about 
$46,000 per year and provide the biggest 
bang for our buck from the audit.’

Other audit recommendations included 
optimising control of the blowers by 
introducing more VSD settings, and 
improving maintenance of the dissolved 
oxygen probes; halving the operating hours 
of anoxic mixers; and implementing motion 
sensors in intermittently used areas to ensure 
lights are turned on only as needed.

The total cost for all the Perisher plant audit 
recommendations is estimated at $95,000 
with a payback period of just less than 18 
months.

But the news gets better…

While the recommendations of the energy 
audit are being implemented, there have 
been other savings made at the Perisher 
plant. LPG consumption is down compared 
to previous years. In 2012, the PSTP used 
154,000 litres or 78 tonnes of gas. This 
compares to 283,000 litres (144 tonnes) in 
2011 and represents a 46% reduction. In 2010 
it was 187,000 litres (95 tonnes).

This is likely due to a number of factors 
including:

•	 Less infiltration into the sewerage 
system, which increased the strength 
and temperature of the influent;

•	 The boilers were turned off in mid-
August 2012 to test the operation of the 
PSTP; and

•	 In September 2012, a new control unit 
was installed on one of the boilers, as 
recommended in the energy saving 
audit, which resulted in a 25 percent 
increase in efficiency.

At 65c per litre, the reduced consumption 
represents an $83,000 saving in operating 
costs for the PSTP in 2012. Further savings 
are expected to be achieved this year after 
another boiler control unit was installed 
before the 2013 snow season and as the other 
audit recommendations are implemented.

Perisher Sewage Treatment Plant (Photo: Cameron Hampshire).



19

au revoir
farewell to ANDREW LOGAN (aka LOGES)

 Andrew Logan (Photos: OEH).

After six and a half years working as Manager, Municipal 
Services for NPWS at Perisher, Andrew Logan has said 
goodbye to working around snow-covered mountains and 
has moved to sub-tropical Lord Howe Island. His new role 
working for the Lord Howe Island Board will be similar to his 
former NPWS position in dealing with municipal operations 
and projects, but he will no longer be challenged with having 
to maintain potable water and waste-water treatment in 
sub-zero temperatures. Andrew considers some of his best 
achievements whilst with NPWS to include:
•	 Introduction of the Waste Transfer Station and waste 

collection system; both were on the discussion table for 
a long time but needed ‘pushing’ into the development 
phase. 

•	 Upgrading the Perisher Sewage Treatment Plant, 
particularly the balance tank and the energy and cost 
saving initiatives following an energy audit of the entire 
treatment plant operation. 

•	 Finalising Perisher’s street names, building numbering and 
new signage.

But Andrew’s biggest legacy was his budget management, 
giving a greater customer focus to demonstrate value for 
money and making transparent his financial decisions to 
the lessees. This transparency also extended to Andrew’s 
open communication and community engagement that, 
while never going to please everybody, allowed a greater 
stakeholder input into decision making that affected their 
resort community, a sentiment expressed by Perisher’s CEO, 
Peter Brulisauer.

So without further ado, we wish Andrew well for his new 
career in the South Pacific and with sincere gratitude we thank 
him for all that he achieved in the time spent working across 
the Perisher Range Resorts.

In the interim we welcome Ryan Petrov who’ll be acting 
Manager, Municipal Services, and Tom Pinzone as acting Senior 
Engineer. Both individuals are already familiar to the Perisher 
community as existing staff of the Municipal Services Unit.

REMINDER to check your Elliott Traps!
It is encouraging to know that more people are using Elliott Traps to catch and release small mammals that 
have found their way into lodges and other buildings in resorts. However, it is imperative that these traps 
should only be used when you, your members or staff are around and in a position to have the traps checked 
each day. Animals that are left in traps for extended periods of time could die from dehydration, hyperthermia, 
hypothermia or starvation.

If you know that a trap won’t be checked the following day, please close the door or collapse the trap!

For further information on the use of Elliott Traps and relocating native fauna, please contact Dave Woods, 
Environmental Liaison Officer, on 02 64505616 or email dave.woods@environment.nsw.gov.au.

mailto:dave.woods@environment.nsw.gov.au
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what’s new.....
Perisher X-Country
For all things Perisher Cross-Country there is now a new 
one-stop-shop website tabling events, development 
and training videos. The website also has links to snow 
grooming, road and weather reports. 

Take the time to get familiar with the new site at: 
http://www.perisherxcountry.org/

Trash nets filtering creek-litter from Smiggin Holes (Photo: Dave Woods).

Prior to the 2013 snow season trash nets were installed on the major 
culvert that passes underneath the Kosciuszko Road below Smiggin 
Holes. These trash nets filter litter from the creek that is an upper 
tributary of Pipers Creek and which flows between the ski slope and 
carpark within Smiggin Holes resort. The nets are periodically checked 
and the contents emptied. The trash nets and anchor structures are 
designed for water by-pass and overflow so that the nets are not 
damaged during large stormwater events or from end of season snow 
melt. A similar structure is planned for Perisher Valley after the 2013 
snow season.

new trash nets
Award Winners

2013 

Perisher Range Resorts Environmental Management System

Top: Robyn Parker (NSW Environment Minister) 
presenting Tony Adams with  Doorack Lodge’s 
award and Andrew Harrigan (NPWS).

Bottom: Mike Bromfield receiving Brindabella 
Ski Club’s award from Robyn Parker (NSW 
Environment Minister) and Andrew Harrigan 
(NPWS).

(Photos: Frank Zipfinger).

http://www.perisherxcountry.org
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the look!
New Street Signs for Perisher Range Resorts 

Above: A sample of the new street signs and lodge 
location maps now erected across the Perisher 
Range Resorts (Photos: Dave Woods).

By the time many of you read this 
article all Perisher lodge or club 
administrations should have formally 
received information about street 
numbering. The purpose of street 
numbering is primarily to allow 
emergency services to identify the 
correct location of a building in the most 
logical and time efficient way. Street 
numbering also helps utility providers 
and couriers find your lodge.

A hierarchy of rules regulate the 
allocation of the numbering system with 
the first principle for allocation being 
based on the distance of the said street 
with the intersection of the feeder road. 
Adopted numbers are chronological in 
order and are calculated based on 10 
metre intervals from the intersection 
e.g. 40 metres could be assigned No. 4, 
with odd and even numbers applying 

to which side of the road the building 
is located. Other criteria apply where 
two buildings may access the same 
driveway.

The number and road naming 
information has been sent to Land & 
Property Information, NSW Ambulance 
Service, NSW Fire & Rescue, NSW Rural 
Fire Service, Australia Post, Australian 
Electoral Commission, Snowy River Shire 
Council and SES. Although the names 
of the roads around the Perisher Range 
Resorts were assigned and gazetted a 
few years ago, rustic-styled street signs 
were erected prior to the 2013 snow 
season, replacing the former metal 
signs.

Inquiries about the street numbering 
program should be directed to Manager 
of Municipal Services on 02 64574410. 

Resort Round-up is a newsletter for the resorts community in Kosciuszko National Park. It contains a range 
of general interest articles, operational updates and key contacts for issues and projects across the resorts. A 
summer and winter edition is prepared each year and is available on the OEH website or as an emailed PDF 
version. 

Please email resortroundup@environment.nsw.gov.au if you wish to be included on the email distribution list. If 
you wish to contribute articles please contact Dave Woods (contact details on the back page).

For current and back issues of Resort Round-up, visit 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/NPWSResortNewsletters.htm

ResortRoundUP

Smiggin Holes, Kosciuszko National Park (Photo: Stuart Cohen).

mailto:resortroundup@environment.nsw.gov.au
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/NPWSResortNewsletters.htm
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season begins.....
 

Snowy Mountains of Music
festival & other 
resort activities

All images courtesy of www.snowymountainsofmusic.com.au

The 5th Perisher Snowy Mountains of Music 
was held over the June long weekend. A 
large range of musicians from mixed genera 
of music created sounds to launch the 2013 
snowseason. A poetry contest and recitals 
also provided dulcet tones across the ranges 
and a stage especially for kids provided 
music, dance and puppetry. In the NPWS 
building, Feature Creatures were again 
invited to exhibit their live native animals, 
and LAOKO promoted their services with an 
information and sausage stall to help raise 
funds. NPWS also manned a WilderQuest 
table and a display of animal traps and 
monitoring equipment commonly used in 
Kosciuszko National Park.

While the weekend would have been 
improved with a more timely snow cover, 
these activities certainly provided some 
atmosphere and interest to those who 
ventured up to Perisher Valley and Smiggin 
Holes.

Feature 
Creatures 
display at NPWS 

(Photos: Helen Smith)

www.snowymountainsofmusic.com.au
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Above: Kids online with the WilderQuest website over 
the June Long weekend in Perisher Valley.

Right: Children form Jindabyne’s Snowy Mountains 
Early Childcare Centre eagerly pursue the WilderQuest 
setup in the Snowy Region Visitor Centre in early July. 

(Photos: Dave Woods).

  ‘Children need nature  
 for the healthy development 
of their senses, and, therefore, for 
learning and creativity.’ Last Child in 
the Woods - Richard Louv.

The NPWS has a commitment for 
increasing visitation into national 
parks as well as indoctrinating a 
greater number of young people to 
appreciate and care for the natural 
environment. For a number of years 
NPWS programs have been rolled 
out that engages a wide range of 
people including curriculum-based 
education and interpretive activities 
especially targeting children. To 
advance this agenda the NPWS has 
developed a new program called 
WilderQuest.

WilderQuest specifically targets 
5-8 year olds, attracting children 
through on-line participation at 
the WilderQuest website with age-
appropriate games and information. 
It then promotes visits to national 
parks and face-to-face interaction 
with the environment through 
Ranger-led Discovery activities. 
The WilderQuest program is multi-
faceted. It begins by helping 
children learn about and develop 
a connection with nature and to 
motivate them to experience and 

enjoy it. This project aims to increase 
well-being, skills and education and 
lead to a better understanding of 
and passion for conservation of the 
natural environment. 

Although a large part of WilderQuest 
relies on a web-based delivery of 
interactive games and information, 
the essence of WilderQuest is 
essentially the quest; a journey 
to learn and discover the natural 
environment. Web-based delivery 
is consistent with how many 
educational programs are being 
electronically delivered these days. 
It’s not the intention of WilderQuest 
to solely be a computer game, 
but rather a bridge that provides 
some background information and 
ultimately a stimulus to physically 
explore the different kinds of 
environments, animals and plants 
that we have in NSW.

As WilderQuest develops more 
environments will be created and 
uploaded onto the website. I’m sure 
readers of this article will be pleased 
to hear that there is also an ‘Alpine’ 
environment to explore. So without 
further ado, take the time to explore 
WilderQuest with your children to 
help them begin their own quest into 
the natural world.

www.wilderquest.nsw.gov.au/

www.wilderquest.nsw.gov.au
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goodbye
farewell
            Nancy Gant-Thompson
After more than 40 years of working in the 
public service, for NPWS, NSW Fisheries 
and in local government, Customer Service 
Officer Nancy Gant-Thompson retired on 
31 January 2013. Nancy’s commitment and 
contribution to NPWS and tourism in the 
Snowy Mountains was truly inspiring.

Nancy added value to the customer 
experience whether she was at the vehicle 
entrance stations, at the Snowy Region 
Visitor Centre or engaging with our visitors 
along the walking tracks or the Charlotte 
Pass turning circle. Nancy always conducted 
herself professionally and with grace. 
Her passion and detailed knowledge was 
something that most customers could not 
help notice and appreciate.

For many years Nancy was everything 
‘information’, being based in the Jindabyne 
Information Centre down in the Old Town 

Centre; long before the existing Snowy 
Region Visitor Centre was built and long 
before the expansion of electronic media. 
She was a one-stop-shop for information 
about Kosciuszko National Park and ski 
resorts. She knew all the business operators 
around Jindabyne and in the resorts, road 
and snow conditions, the best walks to do 
around the area, and scenic drives if you 
had half-a-day to spare. No inquiry was too 
challenging for Nancy, always going that 
extra yard to find the correct or best answer.

In retirement we are confident that Nancy 
will continue her love of the mountains, 
and I can speak on behalf of NPWS and the 
resorts community that we would like to 
wish Nancy all the best for her retirement. 
Nancy will be missed by staff and many of 
the visitors she had a positive impact on 
over the years.

Nancy at the Kosciuszko Road Vehicle Entrance Station; one of her many roles 
in 40 years of servicing customers and visitors to the Snowy Mountains.

Nancy Gant-Thompson fondly farewelled. 
(Photos: Karen Walsh).
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celebrations

2013 Easter saw another successful 
Back to Perisher Weekend of activities. 
Challenged by the separation of the 
Easter Weekend from the NSW School 
Holidays (and perhaps by Chris Isaaks 
who performed in Thredbo), numbers 
were down on the Fun Run but spirits 
were high for the 86 people who ran and 
walked the 6.1 km between Perisher 
Gap and Charlotte Pass Village. The 
weather for the rest of Easter Saturday 
was perfect and gratefully appreciated by 
the crowds that thronged along Perisher 
Creek to barrack for their purchased 
duck that meandered (and occasionally 
marooned) in the Great Perisher Duck 
Race that raised $500 for the Perisher 
Volunteer Ski Patrol.

The NPWS also engaged Feature 
Creatures with their ‘hands-on’ animal 
exhibition and the NSW Fire and Rescue 
Service (NSWFRS) opened up the 
Perisher Fire Station and equipment to 
the community. The ‘Firies’ also gave a 
live fire demonstration outside the ‘The 
Stables’ where the social gathering was 
taking place, simulating the ignition of 
cooking oil then showing what not to do!

Other events throughout the weekend 
included guided bush walks, a guided 
mountain bike and an Easter Egg Hunt 
for the kids. The success of the 5th Back 
to Perisher Weekend has ensured there 
will be another one in 2014.

Winners of the Perisher Fun Run:
Male – Ben Ball
Female – Rochelle Jillet
Junior Male – Lachlan Harrigan
Junior Female – Olivia Hagglund.

Back to  Perisher

(Photos: Dave Woods, Frank Zipfinger & Kris Graham)



 

NSW National Parks 
and Wildlife Service

Visitor and Business Services Section

Key Staff Contacts:

Manager, Visitor and Business Services Section 
ANdREW HARRIGAN – Ph. 6450 5504 
email: andrew.harrigan@environment.nsw.gov.au

Acting Manager, Tourism & Visitor Services 
MARK LEES – Ph. 6450 5522 
email: mark.lees@environment.nsw.gov.au

Visitor Services Manager - Jindabyne 
LENORE MOBERGET – Ph. 6450 5596 
email: lenore.moberget@environment.nsw.gov.au

Manager, Environmental Services Unit 
MEGAN BENNETT – Ph. 6450 5607 
email: megan.bennett@environment.nsw.gov.au

Environmental Liaison Officer 
dAVE WOOdS – Ph. 6450 5616 
email: dave.woods@environment.nsw.gov.au

Environmental Management Officer (EMS) 
VIRGINIA LOGAN – Ph. 6450 5612 
email: virginia.logan@environment.nsw.gov.au

Environmental Management Officer 
(Assessments Coordinator) 
SHANE TRENGOVE – Ph. 6450 5543 
email: shane.trengove@environment.nsw.gov.au

Environmental Management Officer 
(Research and Monitoring) 
MEL SCHROdER – Ph. 6450 5611 
email: mel.schroder@environment.nsw.gov.au

Senior Environmental Health Officer 
MARK NOLAN – Ph. 6450 5613 
email: mark.nolan@environment.nsw.gov.au

Manager, Properties Services Unit 
MARKO KOVAC – Ph. 6450 5502 
email: marko.kovac@environment.nsw.gov.au

Acting Manager, Municipal Services Unit 
RYAN PETROV – Ph. 6457 4411 
email: ryan.petrov@environment.nsw.gov.au

Acting Senior Engineer, Municipal Services Unit 
TOM PINZONE – Ph. 6457 4412 
email: tom.pinzone@environment.nsw.gov.au

Supervisor, Water and Wastewater 
dAVId SCARLETT – Ph. 6457 4414 
email: david.scarlett@environment.nsw.gov.au

Supervisor, Operations and Maintenance 
STEVE HANSEN – ph. 6457 4413 
email: steve.hansen@environment.nsw.gov.au

NPWS Jindabyne Office
Ph. 6450 5555
Fax 6450 5530

NPWS Perisher Office
Ph. 6457 4444
Fax 6457 4455

Non-credited articles by Environmental Services Unit.
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