
 
 
 
   Application for a  

Section 91 Licence 
to harm or pick a threatened species, population or ecological community*,  
or damage habitat under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995. 

 
 
1. Applicant’s Name : 

(if additional persons 
require authorisation by 
this licence, please 
attach details of names 
and addresses) 

 

Mr Dan Meehan and 
Steve Karafilis   

 
2. ABN Number: 
 

66139730052  
 

 
3. Organisation name 

and position of 
Applicant : 
(if applicable) 

 

Rockdale City Council 
Coordinator Waste & Cleansing Services 

 
4. Postal address : 
 
 
 
 
 

PO Box 21 
ROCKDALE  NSW  2216 

 
4. Telephone  
  

    B.H. 9562 1504 
 
    A.H.  

 
5. Location of the action 

(including grid reference 
and local government 
area and delineated on 
a map).   

 

Patmore Swamp/southern end of Bicentennial Ponds 
Rockdale LG4 
UBD p294 L5 (2004) 
Map Attached 

 
6. Full description of the 

action and its purpose 
(eg., environmental 
assessment, 
development etc.). 

 

1. Trimming of phragmites (Phragmites australis) adjacent to gross 
pollutant traps at the southern end of Bicentennial Ponds (see 
attached map) to allow maintenance of traps. The phragmites 
that is accessible by land will be trimmed by a whipper snipper.  
Council will ensure no vegetation material will enter the 
waterways.  The phragmites which are overhanging the water 
will be accessed by boat and trimmed with hand shears.  Again 

                                                           
* A threatened species, population or ecological community means a species, population or ecological 

community identified in Schedule 1, 1A or Schedule 2 of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995. 
 

 1

^The personal details of all Section 91 licences will be displayed in the register of Section 91 licences 
required under Section 104 of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995. See notes. 



Council will ensure no vegetation will enter the waterways. 
Phragmites will be trimmed to 100 mm above ground level on 
the banks. If trimming is required in the water this will be to 100 
mm above water level in an effort to preserve habitat.   

2. Removal of Duckweed (Lemna minor) which has been causing 
significant problems in the area for several years. Due to strong 
recent northerly winds the weed has been captured between the 
floating boom where trimming of phragmites is requested and a 
small weir at the southern end of the Bicentennial Ponds (see 
attached map).  It is collected here in such a thick gathering 
carpet that no litter can move past it and enter the boom. The 
Duckweed is now dying on the surface due to dehydration from 
being pushed above the water level. This is causing odours and 
releasing more nutrient load into the already nutrient rich water. 
The Phragmities is further complicating the problem by lying 
over and trapping the Duckweed.  The Duckweed will be 
removed using hand scoop nets and a hand held suction nozzle 
from a mechanical suction machine so that no interference 
occurs to the riparian habitat on the banks.   

 
 

 
7. Details of the area to 

be affected by the 
action (in hectares). 

 
 

Trimming  of phragmites 6 metres x 1 metre = 0.006 ha  
Removal of Duckweed 20 square metres 

 
8. Duration and timing of 

the action (including 
staging, if any). 

 
 

Trimming of phragmites every 6 months – July and February  
Duckweed removal, as required. To be considered annually  
 

 
9. Is the action to occur 

on land declared as 
critical habitat*? 
(please tick appropriate 
box) 

 

Yes 
 

No 
 
 

X 

 

 
10. Threatened species, 

populations or 
ecological 
communities to be 
harmed or picked. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scientific Name 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Common Name 
Rockdale 

Biodiversity 
Strategy and 

Rockdale 
Wetlands 
Strategy, 
identified 
Swamp 

Sclerophyll 
Forest on 
Coastal 

Floodplains  of 
NSW 

Conservation 
Status 

(ie. critically 
endangered, 

endangered or 
vulnerable) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Details of 
no. of individual 

animals, or 
proportion and 
type of plant 

material  
(eg. fertile 

branchlets for 
herbarium 

specimens or 
whole plants or 

plant parts) 
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* Critical habitat means habitat declared as critical habitat under Part 3 of the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Endangered 
Ecological 
Community   

 
 

EEC TSC Act 

 
0.0006 ha of 
Phragmiles 
australis will be 
trimmed from 
current height of 
approx. 2 metres 
down to 4.5cm. 

 

 
11. Species impact: 

(please tick appropriate 
box) 

 
a) For action proposed 

on land declared as 
critical habtat; or 

 
b) For action proposed 

on land not declared 
as critical habitat. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
           An SIS is attached 
 
 
 
            Items 12 to 25 have been addressed 

  

 
N.B: Provision of a species impact statement is a statutory requirement of a licence application if the action 
is proposed on critical habitat. 
The provision of information addressing items 12 to 17 is a statutory requirement of a licence application if 
the action proposed is not on land that is critical habitat.  Information addressing any of the questions below 
must be attached to the application. 
 
 
12. Describe the type and 

condition of habitats in 
and adjacent to the land 
to be affected by the 
action. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The area is a small water way which connects the Scarborough 
ponds to the south and to the Bicentennial Ponds to the north.  
The endangered ecological community in the vicinity of the works is 
dominated principally by Phragmites australis with minor weed 
infestation.  There are patches of the endangered ecological 
community adjacent to the land to be affected which support a range 
of native plant species common to the Swamp Sclerophyll Forest as 
well as habitat for native animals.  
 
Duckweed is an aquatic plant which is a natural part of many 
wetland communities.  It is only a problem where high nutrient levels 
encourage prolific growth.    

 
13. Provide details of any 

known records of a 
threatened species in 

According to the Rockdale Biodiversity Strategy, threatened species 
in similar habitat in the region include: 
Green and Golden Bellfrog; Wallum Froglet; Australasian Bittern; 
Black Necked Stork;, Australian Painted Snipe.  Only some of these 
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the same or similar 
known habitats in the 
locality (include reference 
sources). 

 
 
 
 

threatened species would occur in this habitat.  The NSW Wildlife 
Atlas provides records of threatened species which use similar 
habitat in the local area including Green and Golden Bell Frog, Grey-
headed  Flying Fox, Large-footed Myotis and Wallum Froglet 
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14. Provide details of any 

known or potential 
habitat for a threatened 
species on the land to 
be affected by the 
action (include reference 
sources). 

 
 
 
 

There are no known records of  threatened species in the habitat to 
be affected.  The phragmites reedland provides potential habitat for 
threatened species such as those mentioned in point 13 above.  In 
particular the reedland and open water would provide foraging 
habitat and shelter for Green and Golden Bell Frog and Large-footed 
Myotis and foraging habitat for Grey-headed Flying Fox exists in the 
Melaleucas that fringe the edge of the wetlands.   

 
15. Provide details of the 

amount of such habitat 
to be affected by the 
action proposed in 
relation to the known 
distribution of the 
species and its habitat 
in the locality. 

 
 

Patmore Swamp/Bicentennial Ponds is located in northern 
Scarborough Ponds.  The area of habitat to be affected is 0.0006 ha 
in an area of approximately 16 ha of Swamp Schlerophyll Forest  on 
coastal floodplain within the Rockdale Wetlands corridor. 

 
16. Provide an assessment 

of the likely nature and 
intensity of the effect of 
the action on the 
lifecycle and habitat of 
the species. 

 
 
 
 
 

Nil to minimal impact due to minor and temporary nature of the 
works proposed and the measures proposed below in point 17 to 
minimise any further impacts. 

 
17. Provide details of 

possible measures to 
avoid or ameliorate the 
effect of the action. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The trimming will not occur during periods of rain and/or wind.  The 
area to be trimmed will be clearly marked.  The person trimming will 
be informed of the environmental sensitivity of the site and will 
undertake the works in a way that will avoid any impacts on the 
surrounding areas of wetland vegetation.  Equipment used will be 
well maintained.  Persons and vehicles will remain on existing tracks 
to avoid impacting on the wetland vegetation beyond the area of 
phragmites to be trimmed. The phragmites will be trimmed so as to 
avoid any impacts on the EEC and any resident fauna such as frogs 
because it will be trimmed to 100mm in the water – when absolutely 
necessary – or 100 mm on land.  
 
 
Removal of Duckweed will occur using a combination of hand held 



suction nozzle from a mechanical suction machine and hand scoop 
nets from boats.  
 
The mechanical suction machine will be parked on the side of the 
waterway in a recognised and maintained track. This will ensure that 
little impact occurs to the riparian habitat that is not being trimmed. 
Teams working in boats will push the duckweed towards a team of 2 
workers in the water in waders who will use a pliable suction hose to 
suck all the duck weed from the water surface. The duck weed will 
be constrained via floating booms. This material will then be 
transported to landfill. 
 

 
N.B: The Director-General must determine whether the action proposed is likely to significantly affect 
threatened species, populations or ecological communities, or their habitats.  To enable this assessment the 
Applicant is required to address items 18 to 25.  Information addressing any of the questions below must be 
attached to the application. 
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18. In the case of a 

threatened species, 
whether the action 
proposed is likely to 
have an adverse effect 
on the life cycle of the 
species such that a 
viable local population 
of the species is likely to 
be placed at risk of 
extinction. 

 
 
 

N/A 

 
19. In the case of an 
endangered population, 
whether the action 
proposed is likely to have 
an adverse effect on the life 
cycle of the species that 
constitutes the endangered 
population such that a 
viable local population of 
the species is likely to be 
placed at risk of extinction. 
 
 
 
 

N/A 

 
20. In the case of an 
endangered ecological 
community or critically 
endangered ecological 
community, whether the 
action proposed:  
 

The only component of the Swamp Sclerophyll Forest to be affected 
will be the phragmites reedland. Phragmites australis is known to be 
resistant to minor pruning as required by this work.  The trimming 
will not have an adverse effect on the extent of the endangered 
ecological community due to the minor nature of the works and the 
methods that will be used to undertake these works, nor is it likely to 
substantially and adversely modify the composition of the 
endangered ecological community at Bicentennial Ponds and place 



(i) is likely to have an 
adverse effect on the extent 
of the ecological community 
such that its local 
occurrence is likely to be 
placed at risk of extinction, 
or 
 
(ii) is likely to substantially 
and adversely modify the 
composition of the 
ecological community such 
that its local occurrence is 
likely to be placed at risk of 
extinction. 
 
 
 

it at risk of extinction. 
 
Duckweed is a native species which grows profusely in this area due 
to elevated nutrient levels.  It will be removed periodically under 
suitable conditions using manual methods that will have minimal 
impact on the Bicentennial Ponds and the Swamp Sclerophyll Forest 
EEC. 
  The phragmites will be trimmed so as to avoid any impacts on the 
EEC and any resident fauna such as frogs because it will be 
trimmed to 100mm in the water – when absolutely necessary – or 
100 mm on land.  
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21. In relation to the habitat 
of a threatened species, 
population or ecological 
community:  
 
(i) the extent to which 
habitat is likely to be 
removed or modified as a 
result of the action 
proposed, and 

 
 
 
(ii) whether an area of 
habitat is likely to become 
fragmented or isolated from 
other areas of habitat as a 
result of the proposed 
action, and 
 
(iii) the importance of the 
habitat to be removed, 
modified, fragmented or 
isolated to the long-term 
survival of the species, 
population or ecological 
community in the locality. 
 
 
 
 
 

The extent to which threatened species habitat will be modified is 
minor and temporary due to the restricted nature of the works and 
the methods that will be used 
 
 
 
 
The works will not result in fragmentation and / or isolation of 
threatened species habitat due to their small scale and temporary 
nature. 
 
 
 
 
 
The works, due to their minor and temporary nature, will not impact 
on the long term survival of the Swamp Sclerophyll Forest 
endangered ecological community in the locality. 

 
22. Whether the action 

proposed is likely to 
have an adverse effect 
on critical habitat (either 
directly or indirectly). 

Critical habitat has not been declared for the Swamp Sclerophyll 
forest endangered ecological community. 



 
 
 
 
 
23. Whether the action 

proposed is consistent 
with the objectives or 
actions of a recovery 
plan or threat 
abatement plan. 

 
 
 
 

A recovery plan has not yet been prepared for the Swamp 
Sclerophyll forest endangered ecological community.  

 
24. Whether the action 

proposed constitutes or 
is part of a key 
threatening process or 
is likely to result in the 
operation of, or increase 
the impact of, a key 
threatening process. 

 
 
 

Clearing of native vegetation is a KTP – this action is not involve  
vegetation clearing (only trimming) and is therefore not a KTP 

 
 
 
 
Important information for the Applicant 
 
Processing times and fees 
 
The Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 provides that the Director-General must make a 
decision on the licence application within 120 days where a species impact statement (SIS) has 
been received.  No timeframes have been set for those applications which do not require a SIS.  
The Director-General will assess your application as soon as possible.  You can assist this process 
by providing clear and concise information in your application. 
 
Applicants may be charged a processing fee.  The Director-General is required to advise 
prospective applicants of the maximum fee payable before the licence application is lodged.  
Therefore, prospective applicants should contact the DECC prior to submitting a licence 
application. 
 
A $30 licence application fee must accompany a licence application. 
 
Protected fauna and protected native plants* 
 

                                                           
* Protected fauna means fauna of a species not named in Schedule 11 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 

1974. 
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 Protected native plant means a native plant of a species named in Schedule 13 of the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service 1974. 



Licensing provisions for protected fauna and protected native plants are contained within the 
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974.   However, a Section 91 Licence may be extended to include 
protected fauna and protected native plants when these will be affected by the action. 
 
If you are applying for a licence to cover both threatened and protected species please provide the 
information requested in Item 10 and a list of protected species and details of the number of 
individuals animals or proportion and type of plant material which are likely to be harmed or picked. 
 
Request for additional information 
 
The Director-General may, after receiving the application, request additional information necessary 
for the determination of the licence application. 
 
Species impact statement 
 
Where the application is not accompanied by a SIS, the Director-General may decide, following an 
initial assessment of your application, that the action proposed is likely to have a significant effect 
on threatened species, populations or ecological communities, or their habitats.  In such cases, the 
Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 requires that the applicant submit a SIS.  Following 
initial review of the application, the Director-General will advise the applicant of the need to 
prepare a SIS. 
 
Director-General’s requirements for a SIS 
 
Prior to the preparation of a SIS, a request for Director-General’s requirements must be forwarded 
to the relevant DECC Office.  The SIS must be prepared in accordance with section 109 and 110 
of the TSC Act and must comply with any requirements notified by the Director-General of the 
Department of Environment and Climate Change (NSW). 
 
 
 

Disclosure of Personal Information in the Public Register of s91 Licences 
 
The Public Register provides a list of licence applications and licences granted. A person about 
whom personal information is contained in a public register may request that the information is 
removed or not placed on the register as publicly available.  
 

A full copy of licences granted is included on the DECC website at 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/npws.nsf/content/s91_tsca_register 

or in a hardcopy available from The Librarian, DECC, 59 Goulburn St, Sydney. 
 
Please contact the relevant Environment Protection and Regulation Division for more details 
(Contact details are below) 
 
Certificates 
 
If the Director-General decides, following an assessment of your application, that the proposed 
action is not likely to significantly affect threatened species, populations or ecological communities, 
or their habitats, a Section 91 Licence is not required and the Director-General must, as soon as 
practicable after making the determination, issue the applicant with a certificate to that effect. 
 
N.B: An action that is not required to be licensed under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 
1995, may require licensing under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, if it is likely to affect 
protected fauna or protected native plants. 
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http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/npws.nsf/content/s91_tsca_register


I confirm that the information contained in this application is correct.  I hereby apply for a licence 
under the provisions of Section 91 of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applicant’s name, 
organisation and position 
(Please print) 
 
Dan Meehan  
Coordinator Waste and Cleansing 
Services  

Applicant's signature Date 12 .8.09 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For more information or to lodge this form, contact the Climate Change and Environment 
Protection Group in your nearest DECC office: 
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Metropolitan Branch 
P: 02 9995 6851 
F: 02 9995 6900 

PO Box 668 
Parramatta 
NSW 2124 

Metropolitan Branch 
P: 02 4225 1455 
F: 02 4225 3545 

PO Box 5436 
Wollongong 
NSW 2515 

North East Branch 
P: 02 6640 2500 
F: 02 6642 7743 

PO Box 498 
Grafton 

NSW 2460 

North East Branch 
P: 02 4908 6800  
F: 02 4908 6810 
PO Box 488G,  

Newcastle 
NSW 2300 

North West Branch 
P: 02 6883 5330 
F: 02 6884 9382 

PO Box 2111 
Dubbo 

NSW 2830 

South Branch 
South East Region 
P: 02 6122 3100 
F: 02 6299 3525 

PO Box 622 
Queanbeyan 
NSW 2620 

South Branch 
South West Region 

P: 02 6022 0600 
PO Box 544 

Albury 
NSW 2640 

 

 
 

Department of Environment and Climate Change (NSW) 
PO Box A290, Sydney South NSW 1232 

Phone: 9995 5000 (switch) Fax: 9995 5999  
Email: info@environment.nsw.gov.au 
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