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Improving usability and navigation with a revised, stakeholder-centric structure

 Driven by consultation and Subject Matter Expert contribution

« BOS pages consolidated and restructured based on stakeholder use



About the Biodiversity Offsets Scheme B

How does the Biodiversity Offsets
Scheme work?

When does the Biodiversity Offsels

Scheme apply?

Transitional arrangements
BioBanking

Biodiversity certification
What are biodiversity credits?

Credit obligations

Generating and selling biodiversity

credits

Biodiversity Conservation Trust

Biodiversity Offsets Scheme contacts

Biodiversity Offsets Scheme support

Bushfire rebuild exemption

e

About the Biodiversity
Offsets Scheme

The Biodiversity Offsets
scheme is the framework for
offsetting unavoidahle impacts
on biodiversity from
development with biodiversity
gains through landholder
conservation agreements.

Landholders and
developers

The Biodiversity Offsets
scheme may apply to a local
development that neads
development consent, or fo
vegetation clearing that
doesn't need development
consent.

Local government and
other decision makers

Local government and other
decision makers are key
partners in the conservation
and management of
biodiversity and threatened
species in Mew South Wales.

Offset obligations and
credits trading

The Biodiversity Offset
scheme creates a biodiversity
credits market, providing
incentives to protect
biodiversity values for future
generations.

Accredited assessors

Under the Biodiversity
Conservation Act 2016,
assessors must be accredited
to apply the Biodiversity
Assessment Method.

Resources, tools and
systems

Your one-stop shop for
Biodiversity Offsets Schame
resources

Local government and other decision
makers

The role of local government and other
decision makers

Local government and other decision
maker suppaort

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO DO?

Trade offset credits and obligations > Find forms

Lodging an ofiset obligation

Assessing biodiversity impacts of Part 5
activities

Need help?

Seeking concurrence for a reduced Access public registers Find an accredited assessor Contact us

credit obligation
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Accredited assessors

Applying for assessor accreditation

Renewing accreditation

Assessor resources
Biodiversity Assessment Method 2020
Biodiversity experts

Assessor quality assurance and feedback

Landholders and developers

(Offset obligafions and credits trading

Fesources, tools and systems

Accredited assessors

Under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016, assessors must be accredited to apply
the Biodiversity Assessment Method.

The accreditation scheme is designed to ensure that the Biodiversity Assessment Method (BAM) is
applied by people with appropriate ecological skills, knowledge and experience, and a demonstrated
understanding of the method.

The Depariment of Planning, Industry and Environment (the Depariment) is responsible for
accrediting assessors under the scheme. The detailed arrangements for the accreditation scheme are
zet out in the Accreditation Scheme for the Application of the Biodiversity Assessment Method
Order 2017 (PDF 868KB)=.

Find out more

= Find an accredited assessor:

B Applying for assessor accreditation

= Renewing accreditation

B Assessor Resources

m The Biodiversity Assessment Method 2020

B Assessor quality assurance, feedback and complaints

B Assessor questions and answers

When do you need an accredited assessor?

You will need an accredited assessor whenever a development or an activity triggers the Biodiversity
Offset Scheme (BOS) or if a landholder wants to enter into a Biodiversity Stewardship Agreement.

The BAM is only required for some developments or activities, and only where the impacts of a
proposal trigger thresholds established by the Biodiversity Conservation Reguilation 2017, This
means that suitably gualified ecological consultants, who may not be BAM accredited assessors, can
undertake other work related to the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016, such as carrying out a test of
significance or determining whether the impacts of a proposal trigger thresholds for assessment
under the BAM.

For more information about when the BOS is triggered by a development or an activity and the BAM
should be applied fo the assessment of the impacts on biodiversity, visit When does the
Biodiversity Offsets Scheme Apply?. For more information about entering into a Biodiversity
Stewardship Agreement visit Biodiversity Conservation Trust.

Find an accredited assessor

ACCESS THE REGISTER

Blodiversity Offsets Scheme
support

MNeed help?

Use our enquiry form to get help, give
feedback or ask a question about the
Biodiversity Offzets Scheme.

Visit Biodiversity Offsets Scheme
Support.
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About the Biodiversity Offsets Scheme
Local government and other decision
makers

Accredited assessors
Landholders and developers
Offset obligations and credits trading
Resources, tools and systems

The Biodiversity Values Map and
threshold tools

Biodiversity Offsets and Agreement
Management System

Biodiversity Offsets Scheme glossary of
terms

Biodiversity Offsets Scheme faes
Biodiversity Offsets Scheme forms

Biodiversity Offsets Scheme Support
webinars

Resources, tools and systems

Your one-stop shop for Biodiversity Offsets Scheme resources

Data tools and systems
FAQs

Forms and fees
Guidelines

Legislation

Public registers

Updates and bulletins
User guides and manuals

Support videos and webinars

Fage la=f vpdated 7 Apal 2021

Blodlversity Offsets Scheme
support

MNeed help?

Use our enquiry form to get help, give
feedback or ask a guestion about the
Biodiversity Offsets Scheme.

Visit Biodiversity Offsets Scheme
support.

Commonly used
acronyms

BAM — Biodiversity Assessment Method

BEOAMS — Biodiversity Offsets Agreement
Management System

BEAR — Biodiversity Assessment Report

BCT — Biodiversity Conservation Trust

ESSAR — Biodiversity Stewardship Site
Assessment Report

BSA — Biodiversity Stewardship
Agreement

EDAR — Biodiversity Development
Assessment Report




BOS webpages will have a new URL address

Links in documents and emails will no longer be correct

Saved pages / browser favourites will need to updated

Scheduled for release next month

Email notification 1 week prior to release



We want to hear from you

« Survey on website use late 2021

* Provide feedback any time via

Was this page helpful?

Yes

Mo
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Overview
1. Stage 1l -—

- PCT identification and habitat suitability assessment

2. Stage 2 — Impact assessment

- Avoid and minimise

- Indirect and prescribed impacts

- Serious and irreversible impacts (SAll)
3. Lodging a BDAR - Digital files, BOAMS

4.  What's in the pipeline to help




BAM Stage 1 — Plant Community
Type (PCT)

Selection must be justified - not always clear cut

Explanation of how the PCT/s was determined

99 x NSW Vegetation Classes (Keith 2004)

 use of maps, diagnostic tools, supporting
iInformation /

All data sheets, analyses etc included for the consent
authority

Clearing the.
requires

Mapping PCTs and TECs is a requirement

Upcoming - East Coast PCT classification

mainder of
aronartv



Assessment | Response to management | Vegetation type RFS

Filters

Biodiversity Credit Class

Patch size
Percent native vegetation cover

Are paddock trees important habitat?

BAM Stage 1- Habitat
suitability assessment o B D s

M Caves Cave, tunnel, mine, culvert o

fo| Jog 22 1o Jeo
O T T TC

C Cliffs
[ Claypans

« Documenting decisions to remove threatened ODunes
species from candidate/predicted lists: R

¥ OBurrows
. Steps 2 and 3 in Chapter 5 of the BAM Sy

- Include the reason, Geographic limitations, O)Dunes .
habitat constraints absent, species is vagrant, or | .o T
microhabitats/habitat constraints are degraded 1cad tenging ot broedin b

tis |
selected <1 for av imber of offspring because females do not give
birth every (often )
All breeding habitat in

s BDAR ShOUld COntaln JUStlflcatlon and eVIdence breeding and the are ::teell,e,e23?rejfteatéreeaﬁti;:id;hﬂ

mapped. Species poly undaries should have a 100m radius buffer

for removal of species from the list, not just the
reason

Survey
« Documenting survey techniques and effort L TN T a—
& February [ July (] November
CImarch [ August December
() April () september I /A
(] may

Unit of measure ) A




Avoid and minimise

* 56.12 of the BC Act

» Advice in BAM Operational Manual — Stage 2

» Applies to direct, indirect and prescribed impacts

» Consider the FULL project life cycle

» Measures described in BDAR including maps

* Include minimisation/mitigation in conditions of consent




Indirect impacts

Include a chapter on indirect impacts

|dentify all indirect impacts and entities impacted

Describe the nature, extent, duration and
consequences of the impacts on biodiversity

Consider retiring biodiversity credits to offset indirect
impacts that are not avoided or adequately minimised







Prescribed Impacts

» Separate chapter on prescribed impacts
« List of entities likely to use/inhabit the feature/s
» Nature, extent and duration of the impact

« Importance of the feature/s to the persistence of the entity and
conseguence if the impact proceeds

 Mitigation, which may include use of ‘additional biodiversity credits’ or
other ‘compensatory measures’

» ldentify prescribed impacts in species polygons
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Serious and irreversible impacts

(SAII)

Provided for in the BC Act and Regulation &

BAM

DPIE has assessed all listings against
principles/criteria

Additional criteria in the BAM for entities at risk

of SAIl must be addressed

Some changes between BAM2017 and

BAM2020

Guidance to assist a decision-maker to
determine a serious and irreversible impact

Blodiverstty Offsets Scheme

Herw the Sehwame works

Biadiversity Offssts Scheme support

Eniry requirements

Rl

Sorious and Imeversibls Impacts

Biadiversity Offssts and Agresmeri
Management System

Ofserts payment calcidalor

Fees

Tatal fund deposit - dsoount rabe

Public regisiers

Brokers

Experis

Topios * Animale and planta * Biodimereity consenetion
* Bindiereity Offoets Scheme » Sericws and irreversible impaots

Serious and irreversible impacts of
development on biodiversity

Serlous and Inreversible impacts of development are determined to protect threatened
species, ecological communities, populstions and habitat.

The canoapt of sarious and imeversible impacts is fundsmentally about prolecting thresbenad enbties
fhat e mas? ai sk of extineion from poteniial development. The Biodiversity Offests Schame
recognises (ot thena are some types of sarous and imevensible impacts that the community expacts

will het ooour expept whens the consent authority considers that this type of impact i outweighed by
the secial and ecorormic benafils hal e deelopment will deliver o e Shate,

Effect of a serious and irreversible impact

The folicwing table sebs oo the effect of a serious and imevensible impact for different types of
development and activises (i they require ssessment Under the EIDIZII'I'DNIJ_,I’[H'I’BHIB Schama’

Type of developmeant or activity  Effect of serlous and Imeversible impacis

The: approval authority mus? ot grant approval if they
determine the proposal is Bkety 1o have 3 sarious and
u Par 4 development {that is nol el impec on biodhensity valles

Stale Sigrificant Devedopment or

Stale Sigrificant Infrasinichire)

B Clearing proposals

. The agproval authorty can approve a proposal which is

u Sale Sigrificant Devsloprmeant S
= likety b have serious and imeversible impacts

u Siale Sigrificant Infrasinichee .

Thee: approval authority mus? take thoss impacs into

oonsideration and determing whether theee e any

additianal and appoopniabe measures Sal vill minimise

thise impacts if approval i o be granted

= Par 5 acfiilies (whane a
propanert chooses b opt in i the
Biodrversity Offsets Schemes)

u Bindiversity Cartificafion

Deciding whether an impact is serious and irreversible
The approval authority is respansible fior deciding whether an impac is sefiols and imevensible.

Infermation about serous and imeversibl impacts wil ba indiuded in the Biodhvensity Adsessment
Repont for the propagal. This raport must be prepared by an acoredifad aaases0r ussing e
Blodivaralty Azsessmant Method.

The approval authority mus! consider tis information to decide whedher any impact i serous and
irrenversitie haning regand to principles (see beiow) and the Guidance to saslet a dectelon-maker to
detarmine 2 aeriows and Imeverslble Impact This puicncs provdes criteria and supparting
rfarmaion io assist with the application of fhese prindples.

Thee list of specias (and their abitat] and threstened scological communities that ane 2 sk ofa
sariols and irmsversible impact can be viewed balow or seanchead in (ke BloMNel Threabsnsd
Blodivaralty Date Collection =

Contact us

Department of Planning. Industry
and Environment

X, 1300381 06T B Eal

B o

Download

Guidance to assista
decision-maker to
determine a serious and
irreversible iImpact

Uricdeer the Biodiersity Consandation Adt
20186, & determination of whethar an
Inpact i serious and i revensible st ba
rrickcle i accordance vwith the prindples
prescibed in disims 8.7 of the
Biadeersity Ragulation 2017,

# PDF 0.7MB

Blodiversity OfTsets Scheme
support

Need help?

L o ercuiny form 1o gt help, ghve
ek or ask 4 question about He
Biadiversty Offsets Schame



Lodging BDARS - Tips

« Minimum requirements listed in Tables 24 to 26 of the BAM.

* Digital data must be supplied — either upload in BOAMs or direct
to consent authority
» Supply digital shapefiles/polygons in ESRI compatible format

 Finalise your case in BOAMs and check the credit report has a

T Sum
. . native paant # foliage cover e
species. Shrubs (SG) of native plant  Shrubs (SG)
status of finalise o e
gron growth form
formgroup  Grasses etc. group Grasses eic
{not individusl  (GG) (GG) cm
plants within
each growth  Forbs (FG) Forbs (FG)
form) em
Fems (EG) Fems (EG) o
o - - - . ther (OG) Other (OG) =
* Process to meet certification in accordance with Section 6.15 of —
" <5cm
Total high threat weed cover *Length of falien logs
* Hollow bearing trees
me: mgu) $onCHOR |5 oo comer %) Bare ground cover (%)  Cryptogam cover (%) Rock cover (%)
Subplot score (% in each)
Average of the 5 subpiots
These attributes require consideration of ske observations and may be compieted after Neld work
v o thes S pa ey A 20/ 30/ 50/ 80 DBH Confdence | HIM/L
Plant community type (PCT) EEC Tick Confidence HIMWL
-~

¢ BDAR_Digital_Files.zip



Resources.....

« Updated BAM 2020 Stage 1 Operations Manual

« Guidance for local government on undertaking a critical review
of a Biodiversity Development Assessment Report

« Guidance for local government on preparing conditions of
consent from the Biodiversity Development Assessment report

« Tables 24 — 26 of Appendix K in BAM 2020 — which lists the
minimum requirements for a BDAR

In the pipeline..........

« Updated Stage 2 - Operational Manual

« Additional survey taxa guides

 Updated flora survey guide

« Up-dated BAM-C User Guide

BDAR TEMPLATE this year!

'DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, INDUSTRY & ENVIRONMENT

Biodiversity ot i
Assessment Method Biodiversity Assessment

Method 2020 Operational
Manual - Stage 1

EPARTMENT OF PLANNING, INDUSTRY & ENVIRONMENT

Biodiversity Assessment Method
Operational Manual — Stage 3

emvironment nsw.gov.au

DEPARTUENT OF PLANNING, INDUSTRY & ENVIRONM
NSW Survey Guide
for Threatened Frogs
A guide for the survey of threatened frogs and

their h:

oir habitats for the Biodiversity Assessment

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, INDUSTRY & ENVIRONMENT

Surveying threatened
plants and their habitats
NSW survey guide for the Biodiversity 1t Meth

ersity Assessment Mef

-------------------
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This session will not be included in the webinar recording.
Written questions and answers will be attached to the online webinar recording.

Questions asked during these webinars also contribute to the development of the Assessor Q&A page, future
webinars and other Biodiversity Offsets Scheme supporting resources.



https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/accredited-assessors/assessor-questions-and-answers

Thankyou for your participation

Webinar recordings will be available to view online on the BOS Support webinars page.

For further support, contact us via the BOS Support page.



https://vimeo.com/showcase/6271450
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/accredited-assessors/biodiversity-assessment-method-support-webinars
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/biodiversity/bos-help-advice.htm
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/accredited-assessors/biodiversity-offsets-scheme-support-webinars
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/biodiversity-offsets-scheme-support

