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Acknowledgement 
of Country 

The Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water acknowledges that it stands on 
Aboriginal land. 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land 
and water, and we show our respect for Elders past, 
present and emerging. 

We do this through thoughtful and collaborative 
approaches to our work, seeking to demonstrate our 
ongoing commitment to providing places in which 
Aboriginal people are included socially, culturally and 
economically. 

Artist and designer Nikita Ridgeway from Aboriginal design agency 
- Boss Lady Creative Designs, created the People and Community symbol.
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Key Acronyms 

Acronym Term 

Accredited A person accredited to apply the Biodiversity 

Assessor Assessment Method under the Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 2016 

AOBV Area of Outstanding Biodiversity Value 

BAM 

BAM-C 

BOAMS 

BC Act 

BC 

Regulation 

BDAR 

BV Map 

DA 

EP&A Act 

EPBC Act 

Biodiversity Assessment Method 

BAM Calculator 

Biodiversity Offsets and Agreement Management 

System 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 

Biodiversity Conservation Regulation 2017 

Biodiversity Development Assessment Report 

Biodiversity Values Map 

Development application 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1978 

Environment Protection Biodiversity Conservation Act 

1999 
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Acronym Term 

IBRA Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation for Australia 

IHM Important Habitat Map 

PCT Plant Community Type 

SAIi Serious and Irreversible Impacts 

SEED Portal Sharing and Enabling Environmental Data Portal 

SPRAT 

TBDC 

TEC 

Species Profile and Threats Database 

(Commonwealth) 

Threatened Biodiversity Data Collection 

Threatened Ecological Community 

The scheme Biodiversity Offsets Scheme 

(BOS) 

ToS Test of Significance 

Veg-C BioNet Vegetation Classification 

VI Vegetation Integrity 
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Key Concepts BOS and BAM - Part 4 Local Development 41.
NSW 

I Planning System Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
I 

---------

·-➔ Bio diversity Offset Scheme Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 

BOS entry Assessment BDAR Planning approval 

impact assessment and SAi I decision 

� 
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Likely to significantly Accredited With Conditions to: 
affect threatened Assessor Avoid 

0 applies BAM 
Avoid 

species 
(Section 7.2 of the BC Minimise 0 Minimise 

Section 6.12 BC 
Act) Act and clause (0 Offset 

6.8 BC Reg and 
the BAM set 

Or, refused out information 
to be included 

No net loss of in the BDAR. 
biodiversity 

GOVERNMENT 

Proponent 

has obligations 

@� 
1. Purchase and
retire credits and/ or 

2. Transfer
obligations
to BCF and/ or 

3. Fund Conservation
actions
(special circumstances)

I 
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Assessing native vegetation, threatened ecological 
communities and vegetation integrity 

41. 
NSW 
GOVERNMENT 

BAM Chapter 4 requires an assessment of native vegetation, plant community types 
threatened ecological communities and vegetation integrity. 

Check the BOAR includes: 

� Maps identifying the extent of 
native vegetation, PCTs and TECs
on the subject land.

.[�], A map identifying vegetation � An assessment of - zones and details of their � vegetation integrity.
patch size

Image: John Spene- )CS✓EEW 

Checklist for assessing native vegetation, PCTs, TECs and VI on pages 8-10 of Guidance for local government on undertaking a er ,teal 

review of a Biodiversity Development Assessment Report. 
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Threatened species habitat suitability assessment 41. 
NSW 

Identify 

Threatened 

Species for 

Assessment 

, 

Assess habitat 

constraints and 

vagrant species 

on the subject 

land 

Ecosystem credit 

species 

assessment 

finished 1 

2 

Further 

assessment 

of candidate 

species credit 

species 

3 

Determine 

presence of 

a candidate 

species credit 

species 

4 

Determine the 

area or count, 

and location of 

a suitable habitat 

for a candidate 

species credit 

species 

(a species 

polygon) 

GOVERNMENT 

Determine the 

habitat condition 

with the species 

polygon for 

species assessed 

by area 
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Direct and indirect impacts 

Direct impacts 

Impacts on biodiversity 

values and threatened 

species habitat that relate 

to clearing native 

vegetation and impacts on 

biodiversity values 

prescribed by 

the BC Regulation. 
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� Indirect impacts 

Impacts that occur 

when the proposal affects 

native vegetation and 

threatened species habitat 

beyond the development 

footprint or within 

retained areas. 

Includes impacts from activities related to the construction 

and operational phase of the proposal. 
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Using biodiversity credits to offset indirect and 
prescribed impacts 
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Section 7.13 (4) BC Act & Clause 6.1 (2) (b) BC Regulation 

The BAM does not have a 

standard method for 

calculating an offset 

obligation for indirect and 

prescribed impacts as they 

can be difficult to quantify, 

highly variable and specific 

to the development and 

site context. 

Council may request that 

additional biodiversity 

credits are retired, or that 

other compensatory 

measures are undertaken 

to compensate for indirect 

and prescribed impacts. 

If additional credits are 

proposed to be retired to 

compensate for these 

impacts check that the 

BOAR clearly documents 

and justifies methods and 

calculations. 

Further guidance provided in BAM Operational Manual Stage 2 ss4.5.10 and ss4.5.11 
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SA 11 principles 41. 
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An impact is a SAIi if it is likely to contribute significantly to the risk of a threatened entity becoming extinct 

because of the principles set out in cl 6.7 (2) BC Regulation 

Principle 1 

Rate of Decline 
It will cause a further decline of 

the species or ecological 

community known or suspected 

to be in a rapid rate of decline. 

Principle 3 

Geographic Distribution 
It will impact on the habitat of the 

species or ecological community 

known or suspected to have very 

limited geographic distribution. 

Principle 2 

Population Size 
It will further reduce the population 

size of the species or ecological 

community known or suspected to 

have a very small population size. 

Principle 4 

Not Replaceable 
The impacted species or ecolo1i£,al 

community is unlikely to resp� 1� to 

measures to improve its habitat and 

vegetation integrity and therefore 

its members are not replaceable. 
34 
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Conditioning a credit obligation 

Condition 

Retirement of biodiversity credits to offset the residual 
impacts on biodiversity values (s7.13 (3) BC Act). 

Offset Obligation 

Must be expressed in terms of 'like-for-like'. 

Compliance with the credit retirement condition 

Must be complied with before any development that 
would impact on biodiversity is carried out (s7.13(5) BC 
Act). 

Condition should require evidence of the retirement of 
credits to be provided to Councils written satisfaction, 
prior to issuing a construction or subdivision certificate 
or the commencement of any on ground works. 
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Note: The BOS Notification of Determination 

Form should be used to notify the 

Department of offset obligations associated 

with Part 4 Local Development. 

' 

Image: John Spencer/DCCEEW 
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Conditioning avoid, minimise and mitigate 
measures 

Conditions of consent 

Measures to avoid, minimise and mitigate or manage 
impacts must be reflected in the conditions of consent 
(s7.13 (3) BC Act). 

Conditions may include a Biodiversity Management Plan 
and Vegetation Management Plan to prevent disturbance 
and degradation of avoided land. 

Additional measures can be imposed 

Council is not limited to the measures outlined in the BOAR 
and can also impose other conditions. 

Compliance 

The consent authority is responsible for ensuring 
compliance with these conditions as per normal 
procedures. 
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Image: Susan Davis/DCCEEW 
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Confirming satisfaction of conditioned offset 
obligations 

Confirming satisfaction of conditioned offset obligation 

Retirement of credits 

Proponent provides proof of retirement issued by the department 
in the form of a credit retirement report. 

Council confirms the credit(s) retired correspond to a like-for-like 
credit retirement of the appropriate number and location. 

Payment to the Biodiversity Conservation Fund (BCF) 

Proponent provides s6.33 Statement confirming payment into the 
BCF. 

Statement indicates the number and class of credits that the 
payment corresponds to and any related development application 
reference. 

Council confirms the payment transaction corresponds to the 
appropriate class and number of credits. 
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Image: Ken StepnetJQ'cCEEW 
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Q&A and Feedback 

If you have any questions relating to this webinar, please 

submit them to the BOS Help Desk at 

BOS.helpdesk@environment.nsw.gov.au. 

To provide feedback on this webinar please scan the 

QR Code below. 

41. 
NSW 
GOVERNMENT 


	Covers
	Slide 1: Critical review of a Biodiversity Development Assessment Report

	Acknowledgement of Country
	Slide 2: Acknowledgement  of Country

	Main Section
	Slide 3: Key Acronyms 
	Slide 4: Overview 
	Slide 5: Key Concepts BOS and BAM - Part 4 Local Development
	Slide 6: BDAR review resources
	Slide 7: Evidenced based justification 
	Slide 8: Preliminary BDAR review checklist 
	Slide 9: Project description and subject land
	Slide 10: Establishing site context 
	Slide 11: Assessing native vegetation, threatened ecological communities and vegetation integrity 
	Slide 12:  Plant Community Type identification in BDARs
	Slide 13: Threatened Ecological Community identification 
	Slide 14: Considerations for PCT and TEC Identification
	Slide 15: Mapping vegetation zones and assessing patch size 
	Slide 16: Vegetation integrity (VI) and plot data
	Slide 17: Assessing habitat suitability 
	Slide 18: Threatened species habitat suitability assessment 
	Slide 19: Steps 1-3 Habitat Suitability Assessment process
	Slide 20: Step 4 Habitat Suitability Assessment
	Slide 21: Step 5 and 6: Species polygon 
	Slide 22: Stage 2 – Impact Assessment 
	Slide 23: Avoid and Minimise 
	Slide 24: Avoid and Minimise 
	Slide 25: Avoid and Minimise
	Slide 26: Assessing the impacts of the proposal on biodiversity values
	Slide 27: Direct and indirect impacts  
	Slide 28: Direct and indirect impacts 
	Slide 29: Prescribed impacts
	Slide 30: Prescribed impacts 
	Slide 31: Using biodiversity credits to offset indirect and prescribed impacts
	Slide 32: Mitigating and managing impacts 
	Slide 33: Serious and Irreversible Impacts (SAIIs)
	Slide 34: SAII principles 
	Slide 35: Conditions of consent
	Slide 36: Conditioning a credit obligation 
	Slide 37: Conditioning avoid, minimise and mitigate measures
	Slide 38: Confirming satisfaction of conditioned offset obligations
	Slide 39: Q&A and Feedback   If you have any questions relating to this webinar, please submit them to the BOS Help Desk at BOS.helpdesk@environment.nsw.gov.au.  To provide feedback on this webinar please scan the  QR Code below.      


