
 

 

HERITAGE COUNCIL OF NSW  
MEETING MINUTES – 548 
6 May 2026 | 9:00 am – 1:20 pm 
Meeting Room 20, Level 11, 4PSQ & via teleconference  

ATTENDANCE 

Members 
Sally Barnes Chair 
Alan Croker Member 
Vanessa Holtham Member 
Anthea Sargeant  Member 
Julian Siu Member 
Dr Brian Lindsay Observer 

Apologies 
Steve Meredith Member 

Heritage NSW 
Sam Kidman Executive Director 
Tim Smith  Director Heritage Assessments 
Matthew Clark Director Policy and Strategy 
Lucy Albani Director Policy and Strategy  
Anna London Senior Manager Heritage Listing Programs  
Rochelle Johnston  Senior Manager Major Projects 
Tarra Coulter                            Policy Officer (item 2.2) 
Katrina Stankowski Senior Manager Major Projects (item 3.1) 
Caroline Ford Senior Policy Manager (items 2.1, 2.2, 2.3) 
Julia Dowling Policy Manager (Item 2.1) 
Lily O’Connor Policy Officer (item 2.1) 

Committee Services 
Olgica Lenger Manager Committee Services 
Joshua Favaloro Senior Policy Officer 
Jo Pickles Senior Project Officer 
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IN-CAMERA SESSION    
The in-camera session commenced at 9:00 am. This item was not minuted.   

Item 1. Welcome and Formalities 
The Chair, Sally Barnes, opened the meeting at 9:00 am, delivered an Acknowledgement of 
Country and welcomed the attendees. 

An apology was received from Steve Meredith, and the Council noted that a quorum was present. 

Item 1.1 Conflict of Interest Declarations  
No conflicts of interest were declared. 

Item 1.2 Out of Session Decisions  
Out-of-session decision 10 March 2026 
The Council noted the out-of-session decision dated 10 March 2026 (Resolution 2026-07: Pilot 
SHR Nomination Themes). 

Item 4.2 Heritage Strategy: Proposal for New Pilot SHR Nominations Themes 

Resolution 2026-07 
The Heritage Council of NSW resolved to: 
1. Support progressing suggested themes for State Heritage Register nominations and 

listings to the Minister for consideration.   
2. Note that Heritage NSW has capacity to support research for a SHR nominations pilot 

program in this financial year.  

Moved by Vanessa Holtham and seconded by Julian Siu 

Out-of-session decisions 1 May 2026 
An out-of-session meeting of the Heritage Council of NSW was called on 23 April 2026 to 
consider four items. In the absence of a quorum, the matters were discussed informally with final 
determination made by circular motion on 1 May 2026, as set out below. 

The conflict of interest declarations and resolutions are confirmed below as part of the official 
record. 
Conflict of Interest Declarations 

Item 2.1 Conflict of Interest Declarations 

Item 2.2 Callan Park – IDA – Balmain Road; Item 2.3 Callan Park – IDA – Waterfront Drive  
• Vanessa Holtham advised that she had co-authored the Callan Park Conservation 

Management Plan. The Heritage Council noted the declaration and agreed that no further 
action was required. 

Item 2.4 CBC Bank – s60 – Alterations and Additions  
• Alan Croker advised that his office is involved in work directed by JPW Architects at the 

site. Mr Croker was not in attendance, and the papers for this item were redacted from view. 

• Vanessa Holtham advised that she had previously been engaged by the proponent in 
March 2023. The papers for this item were redacted from view and Ms Holtham was 
excused from the meeting for consideration of the item 

Item 2.5 Juniper Hall – IDA – Basement Car Park  
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• Alan Croker advised that he had been the project architect for major conservation works at 
Juniper Hall for the National Trust in the 1980s. Mr Croker was not in attendance. The 
Heritage Council noted the declaration and agreed that no further action was required. 

• Bruce Pettman advised that Juniper Hall had recently been sold by the National Trust to 
the current owner, being the proponent. As President of the National Trust, Mr Pettman 
advised that he would participate in consideration of the item impartially. The Heritage 
Council noted the declaration and agreed that no further action was required. 

Resolutions – 1 May 2026 

Item 2.2 Callan Park Conservation Area and Buildings (SHR 00818) – IDA  
Balmain Road Playing Fields (HMS 13077) 

Resolution 2026-08 

The Heritage Council of NSW resolved to:  
1. Approve the integrated development application to upgrade the existing turf field at the 

Balmain Road Sporting Ground to an all-weather sports surface, in accordance with the 
draft General Terms of Approval at Tab 2.2B of the report. 

Moved by Steven Meredith and seconded by Anthea Sargeant  
The vote being equal, the Chair exercised a casting vote pursuant to Schedule 2, section 13(2) of the 
Heritage Act 1977. 

Item 2.3 Callan Park Conservation Area and Buildings (SHR 00818) – IDA  
Waterfront Drive (HMS 13170) 

Resolution 2026-09 

The Heritage Council of NSW resolved to:  
1. Approve the integrated development application to upgrade the existing turf field at the 

Balmain Road Sporting Ground to an all-weather sports surface, in accordance with the 
draft General Terms of Approval at Tab 2.2B of the report. 

Moved by Steven Meredith and seconded by Anthea Sargeant  
The vote being equal, the Chair exercised a casting vote pursuant to Schedule 2, section 13(2) of the 
Heritage Act 1977. 

Item 2.4 CBC Bank (former) (SHR 00428) – s.60 following IDA 
Alterations and additions, including new rooftop 

Resolution 2026-10 

The Heritage Council of NSW resolved to: 
1. Approve the section 60 application for alterations and additions to CBC Bank (former) 

(SHR 00428) in accordance with the draft approval letter at Tab 2.4B of the report. 

Moved by Anthea Sargeant and seconded by Sally Barnes 
Alan Croker and Vanessa Holtham are excused for this item due to a declared conflict of interest. 
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Item 2.5 Juniper Hall (SHR 00268) – IDA 
Basement Car Park (HMS 13219) 

Resolution 2026-11 

The Heritage Council of NSW resolved to: 
1. Refuse the Integrated Development Application for basement excavation, vehicular access 

from Ormond Street, and associated works at Juniper Hall (SHR 00268) in accordance with 
the draft refusal letter at Tab 2.3B of the report. 

Moved by Julian Siu and seconded by Vanessa Holtham 

Item 1.3 Minutes from the Previous Meeting – 4 March 2026  

Resolution 2026-12 

The Heritage Council of NSW resolved to: 
1. Confirm the minutes of the previous ordinary meeting (4 March 2026) as a complete 

and accurate record of that meeting, as amended. 

Moved by Alan Croker and seconded by Julian Siu 

Item 1.4 Matters Arising  
Nil  

Item 1.5 Action Report  
The Council noted the report. 

Item 2. Legal, Policy and Administration 

Item 2.1 Confidential Briefing 

Item 2.2 Confidential briefing 

Item 2.3 Acknowledgement of Country and Disclaimer for HMS 
The Heritage Council of NSW noted the report and update from Heritage NSW on the new 
Acknowledgement of Country and Disclaimer on the Heritage Management System.  

Item 3. Matters for Consideration 

Item 3.1 Sunnyside Rail Bridge over Tenterfield Creek (SHR 01056) – s60 for 
Demolition 
The Heritage Council of NSW received a presentation from Heritage NSW on the condition of the 
Sunnyside Rail Bridge and the proposal for its demolition on safety grounds. 
The Council noted the partial collapse of the bridge, the inability to reconstruct the timber 
elements, and that only the piers and abutments would remain, and agreed that demolition was 
necessary in the circumstances. 
The Council expressed disappointment at the bridge’s deterioration over time, and present unsafe 
condition and the resulting loss of heritage significance, and sought to prioritise the maintenance 
and conservation of the remaining Queen Truss bridges. 
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Resolution 2026-13 

The Heritage Council of NSW: 
1. Notes the advice that the current condition of the Sunnyside rail bridge over Tenterfield 

Creek constitutes a danger under section 63(3)(a) of the Heritage Act 1977. 
2. Expresses its profound disappointment to Transport for NSW (TfNSW) at the current 

state of Sunnyside Bridge.  
3. Approves the section 60 application (HMS 13812) for demolition of timber elements (as 

per defined in section 4(5)(e) of the Heritage Act 1977) of the Sunnyside rail bridge over 
Tenterfield Creek (SHR 01056), because it constitutes a danger to users and the public 
under section 63(3)(a) of the Heritage Act 1977; with conditions as outlined in the 
approval letter (Tab 3.1G of the report).  

4. Notes the removal of the exceptionally significant form of the bridge, including significant 
timber elements, which TfNSW should at a minimum, mitigate through the highest level 
of interpretation.  

5. Encourages TfNSW to work with Heritage NSW and the Heritage Council to prioritise 
maintenance and conservation of the remaining four State Heritage Register listed 
Queen Truss Bridges in TfNSW ownership. 

Moved by Sally Barnes and seconded by Alan Croker 
 

Item 4. Executive Reports 

Item 4.1 Chair, Heritage Council of NSW – Monthly Report  
The Heritage Council noted the report and verbal update provided by the Chair. 

Item 4.2 Executive Director, Heritage NSW  
The Heritage Council noted the report and verbal update from the Executive Director Heritage 
NSW.   

Item 4.3 BHR: Executive Director Report 
The Heritage Council noted the BHR monthly report. 

Item 4.4 Planning Report (DPHI) 
The Heritage Council noted the monthly planning report and verbal update. 

Item 5. Heritage NSW Reporting 
The Heritage Council noted the Heritage NSW operational reports. 

Item 6. General Matters 

Item 6.1 Forward Agenda  
The Heritage Council noted the forward agenda. 

Item 6.2 HC, SHRC, AC Leave Tracker 2026 
The Heritage Council noted the status of the members’ leave tracker. 
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Meeting Close 
There being no further items of business, the Chair, Sally Barnes, closed the meeting at 1:20 pm. 
 

 
Ms Sally Barnes 
Chair, Heritage Council of NSW 

3 June 2026 

 


