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Ssummary

Background

The NSW Government announced the proposed boundary for the Great Koala National Park
in September 2025 as a direct response to the need to conserve and protect the state’s
endangered koala population as well as many other threatened species in the region.

The proposed park covers approximately 179,000 hectares of state forest, and together with
existing reserves, this would form a connected network of protected areas across a large
and biodiverse landscape. With conservation at its core, the park also aims to provide a
range of recreational opportunities and nature-based visitor experiences helping to boost
tourism and local economies.

The consultation process

Since September 2025, the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) has carried
out extensive stakeholder and community engagement.

We have consulted with a wide range of stakeholders including the Aboriginal Advisory
Panel, relevant local councils, and about 30 local recreational user groups. We have also
engaged with environmental and other special interest groups, the NSW Rural Fire Service,
and local business and tourism bodies.

Consultation has included face-to-face meetings, webpage and newsletter updates,
community events and an online Have Your Say survey with nearly 4,000 responses.

We have listened to the community and developed a better understanding of the values of
different users and interest groups. The consultation has revealed deep engagement and
strong emotional investment in the landscapes proposed for inclusion in the Great Koala
National Park.

What we heard

Feedback shows strong and consistent support for protecting the natural and cultural values
of the proposed Great Koala National Park, especially koalas, other threatened species and
their habitat. At the same time, users participate in a wide range of activities across the
landscape, and many people want to retain access for these existing uses.

A key objective is to support conservation and cultural priorities alongside recreation and
access while delivering jobs and nature-based experiences that support local economies.

Next steps

Your feedback highlights the unique context of the proposed park. This includes its
significant conservation and cultural values, the varied and longstanding community use of
state forests, existing commercial and recreational activities, and established infrastructure.

We are considering these factors as we decide reserve categories and plan for future
management. Further updates will be provided as we continue this work and progress
towards reserving the Great Koala National Park by late 2026.
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1. Background

The NSW Government announced the proposed boundary for the Great Koala National Park
in early September 2025 as a direct response to the need to conserve and protect the state’s
endangered koala population as well as over 100 other threatened species in the region.

The announcement followed extensive consultation with Aboriginal, industry and community
stakeholders and a comprehensive expert assessment process.

Following minor boundary refinements published in February 2026, the proposed park will
reserve approximately 179,000 hectares of state forest. Together with existing reserves, this
would form a connected network of protected areas across a large and biodiverse
landscape.

The government also recognised the importance of the proposed park for recreation and
identified opportunities to improve visitor and recreation experiences to deliver economic,
tourism and social benefits for the region.



What we heard report: proposed Great Koala National Park — community consultation

i - Proposed Great Koala Naticnal Park
| Existing national park estate
[ Sstate forest (including plantations)

3% T —? - el = tine
e A St b ] v

Figure1 Map of the refined boundary for the proposed Great Koala National Park
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1.1 Legislative framework: National Parks and Wildlife
Act 1974 (NSW)

There are more than 890 national parks and reserves in NSW that are managed by NPWS,
which represents more than 9.5 per cent of land in NSW. About one-third of the reserve
system is jointly managed with Aboriginal people.

The National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act) is the legislative framework that guides
our approach to land management by setting clear legal requirements for how all our parks
and reserves are protected, used and managed.

The NPW Act guides land management by:

e protecting conservation values — The NPW Act requires that biodiversity, ecosystems
and cultural heritage are protected as a priority.

e plan-based management — Each park must have a plan of management. This plan
sets out how the land will be managed, including allowed uses, conservation actions
and long-term goals.

e sustainable use — The NPW Act allows for recreation and public use, where it is
ecologically sustainable and does not harm park values

e zoning of park types — Different categories (e.g. national parks, nature reserves,
Aboriginal areas and regional parks) have different management objectives and
permitted uses.

e evidence-based decision-making — Management decisions must consider scientific
knowledge, environmental impacts, and threats such as invasive species and climate
change.

e Aboriginal cultural heritage recognition — The NPW Act requires protection of
Aboriginal sites and values and supports involvement of Aboriginal people in park
management.

e public consultation and transparency — The NPW Act requires community
consultation, especially during the development of plans of management.

e regulation and compliance — The NPW Act provides powers to regulate activities,
enforce rules and manage risks (e.g. fire, feral animals, illegal use).

1.2 Will the entire area be national park?

The Great Koala National Park is an umbrella term for the area within the proposed
boundary. It is expected the future park will include a mix of different reserve categories such
as national parks, nature reserves, Aboriginal areas and regional parks.

The different reserve categories guide management based on the area’s natural, cultural
and social values. For example, areas with high conservation value that are relatively
undisturbed may need a higher level of protection provided by nature reserves. Areas that
are modified landscapes suitable for a broader range of public recreation and enjoyment
may be reserved as regional parks.

This approach will be applied to the lands within the proposed Great Koala National Park.
We know where the highest levels of conservation significance are and work is ongoing to
identify areas of significant Aboriginal value and recreation value.

Future reserve categories will be determined using stakeholder consultation outcomes and
ongoing collaboration with Aboriginal custodians.
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Why is it still a ‘proposed’ Great Koala National Park?

Final establishment of the park is dependent on the successful registration of a carbon
project under the recently approved Improved Native Forest Management method.

More information on the Improved Native Forest Management method is available on
the_Environment and Heritage webpage.



https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/parks-reserves-and-protected-areas/npws-conservation/improved-native-forest-management-multiple-use-public-native-forests
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2. What we did

Since the government’s announcement in September 2025, NPWS has undertaken a
comprehensive and authentic stakeholder engagement and consultation process. This has
ensured the community has been heard and collective input has been considered and used
to inform future management decisions.

Through this process, we committed to:

e genuinely listening to and learning from a broad cross-section of the community

e improving our understanding of the values of different users and interest groups

e being accessible to answer questions, address concerns and correct misinformation

e sharing information on land management considerations and providing regular progress
updates

e engaging on shared values and a collective vision for the Great Koala National Park.

The consultation process with key stakeholders, user groups and members of the
community has included:

o face-to-face and online meetings

e phone calls and email correspondence

o site visits

e webinars

e presentations at events

e community events and markets

e webpage project updates and newsletters

e anonline Have Your Say survey.

<

@)

154,746 400+ 550+ 3,963 16,500
Social media Registrations E-newsletter reach Have Your Say Website views
reach of interest survey

70 46 5 500+ 4
Face-to-face Stakeholder Market pop-up Event stall Online
meetings group consultations events reach information
sessions

Figure 2 Stakeholder and community consultation summary
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2.1 Project webpage and register of interest

The Great Koala National Park webpage was launched on the Environment and Heritage
website in early September 2025 to coincide with the government’s announcement.

The project webpage is regularly reviewed to keep the community informed and updated.
The page includes a link to an interactive map for the public to explore the proposed
boundary of the Great Koala National Park in detail. To date it:

¢ has received 16,500 page views, making it one of the most visited pages on the
Environment and Heritage website

¢ has attracted more than 400 people registrations for project updates

e hosts quarterly newsletters with a reach of more than 550 subscribers.

2.2 Direct stakeholder and community engagement

Since September 2025, we have proactively engaged with stakeholders to consult, brief, and
provide updates on the proposed Great Koala National Park. This includes more than 70
face-to-face meetings, 46 stakeholder consultations and 4 webinars.

Engagement has covered:

o the Great Koala National Park Aboriginal Advisory Panel

e relevant local government authorities

e around 30 local recreational user groups and clubs

e special interest groups, including local environmental groups

e the NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS), District and Area Command teams

e |ocal businesses, licensed tour operators, tourism bodies and regional development
authorities

o the GKNP Visitor Economy Reference Group (led by Destination North Coast)
o fortnightly meetings with Forestry Corporation of NSW (FCNSW).

Our staff also engaged with more than 500 community members at local weekend festivals
and markets in Macksville, Bellingen, Coffs Harbour, Kempsey and Grafton in February and
March 2026.

Figure 3 Community markets

The full list of consultations undertaken between September 2025 and June 2026 is
available in the appendix.
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Consultation and engagement with Aboriginal custodians

NPWS received advice from Gumbaynggirr and Dunghutti Aboriginal people which
helped to inform the NSW Government’s decision on the proposed Great Koala
National Park.

The Aboriginal Advisory Panel developed a position statement, principles of respect and
recognition and testimonials to communicate their support for the Great Koala National
Park and aspirations for Aboriginal employment, socio-economic and cultural benefits.

Since then, NPWS continues to meet regularly to consult with the Aboriginal Advisory
Panel and is in the process of developing an Aboriginal park partnership, initially with
Gumbaynggirr people, for the proposed Great Koala National Park.

Key features of the partnership include:

e a Gumbaynggirr Nation Aboriginal joint management agreement

e genuine Aboriginal input into the park’s management

e Aboriginal names for proposed reserves

e broad representation of Aboriginal organisations, Elders and knowledge holders

e a partnership that is culturally informed, incorporating Gumbaynggirr cultural
governance principles and practices.

2.3 Have Your Say online survey

We collaborated with the NSW Government Department of Customer Service to develop an
online Have Your Say survey. The survey gathered public feedback on the proposed Great
Koala National Park.

The consultation examined how the community and different user groups interact with the
state forest and existing park reserves within the proposed park footprint, and their values.
Respondents were also invited to share their vision and aspirations for the future park.

The consultation was made available through the NSW Government Have your say online
engagement platform for 6 weeks, from 16 January to 1 March 2026.

NPWS and the Department of Customer Service promoted the survey through a coordinated
campaign. This included a media release, social media posts, a Naturescapes e-newsletter
feature and direct electronic communication.

The survey included 60 questions including 4 demographic questions. Only the first 3
questions and postcode question were mandatory. All other questions were optional, which
means response numbers varied.

In this report, the value after ‘N=" represents the number of responses to each question.

12,331 3,963
Visitors to online Survey
project page submissions
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2.3.1 Survey respondent profile summary

Survey responses reflect a broad cross-section of the community across gender, age and
cultural diversity. Half of respondents live within the area proposed for the Great Koala
National Park.

e Gender: 58% male, 41% female and 1% non-binary or prefer to self-describe
e Age: 31% aged 16 to 44, 45% aged 53 to 64, 24% aged 65 or older

e Diversity: 10% report living with disability, 7% identify as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait
Islander, 4% speak a language other than English at home, and 4% identify as
LGBTQIA+

e Location: 50% live within the 5 local government areas in the proposed park footprint
(Coffs Harbour, Clarence, Bellingen, Nambucca and Kempsey). These respondents are
referred to as ‘locals’. A further 45% live elsewhere in NSW and 5% reside interstate.

2.3.2 Have Your Say survey: data handling, analysis and report

Data handling and analysis for the Have Your Say survey responses were completed by
experienced advisors in the Customer Insights and Experience team within the Department
of Customer Service.

We have collated the key responses from the Have Your Say survey with the findings,
feedback and outcomes from the broader Great Koala National Park stakeholder
consultation processes in the What We Heard report.

Have Your Say survey report

Department of Customer Service has prepared a 62-page report based on responses
from 3,963 participants. It includes detailed data analysis using specialised software.

Readers can explore specific interests, user interactions, activities and frequency of use
across estate types within the proposed park boundary. The report also summarises
respondents’ values, ideas and aspirations for the park.

The complete Have your say Great Koala National Park report, finalised on
28 April 2026, is publicly available as a separate report that complements the
What we heard report and is available on the Great Koala National Park project

webpage.



https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/parks-reserves-and-protected-areas/establishing-new-parks-and-protected-areas/changes-to-parks/great-koala-national-park
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/parks-reserves-and-protected-areas/establishing-new-parks-and-protected-areas/changes-to-parks/great-koala-national-park
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3. What we heard

The state forests and national park estate within the proposed park boundary are shown in
Figure 4. This includes national parks, nature reserves, state conservation areas, Aboriginal
areas and regional parks.

A map of the proposed Great Koala National Park boundary was available in the online
survey and was also used in each consultation to help guide responses and discussions
relating to interests, access, uses and values. Using a consistent map allowed us to collate
feedback across survey respondents and user groups.
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Figure 4  State forest and national park estate within the proposed park boundary
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3.1 How often you visit and where do you go

We heard that locals visit the national parks, reserves and state forests within the proposed
Great Koala National Park footprint often. Many of you who live locally visit multiple times a
week, weekly or fortnightly. Those of you who live further away visit the area quarterly or
less often.

The survey results show similar visitation rates across the national park estate and state
forests within the proposed Great Koala National Park footprint (Figure 5). Most visit with
friends or family, while others visit on their own or as part of an organised club or group.

State Forests  [Rayab/e
National Parks [/
Nature Reserves  [EESEZ)
State Conservation Areas  [defZ
Regional Park 19%
Aboriginal Areas 9%

NET: All National Park estate types 78%

| don't know . 6%

Figure 5 Estate types visited (N=3,381)

Figure 6 shows visitation across all estate types within the proposed park footprint. While
visitation is widespread, Table 1 identifies the national park estate and state forests most
frequently visited, ranked by popularity.

Table 1 Most frequently visited state forest and national park estate in order of popularity
Dorrigo National Park Wedding Bells State Forest
New England National Park Orara East State Forest
Bellinger River National Park Lower Bucca State Forest
Bongil Bongil National Park Boambee State Forest
Nymboi-Binderay National Park Nambucca State Forest
Bindarri National Park Orara West State Forest
Cascade National Park Pine Creek State Forest
Gumbaynggirr National Park Wild Cattle Creek State Forest
Moonee Beach Nature Reserve Nana Creek State Forest
Sherwood Nature Reserve Tuckers Nob State Forest
Coffs Coast Regional Park Chaelundi State Forest

1"
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Figure 6 Visitation across all estate types within the proposed park (N=3,192)
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3.2 Areas of interest and activities

When it comes to areas of interest in the proposed Great Koala National Park, most of you
are interested in recreation and conservation, followed by an interest in Aboriginal cultural
heritage (Figure 7).

Recreation use 66%

Nature conservation 53%

Koala conservation 51%

Aboriginal cultural heritage 32%

Land management 22%

Regional tourism economy 18%

Existing permit and/or licence holder REFZ8N 2%

Carbon abatement credits ¥4 4%

Partnership opportunities 4%

Other 13%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

m Have Your Say survey m Website register of interest

Figure 7 Interest in the proposed park (N=4,304)

Those of you who visit the existing estate within the proposed park footprint participate in a
wide range of activities (Figure 8).

Bushwalking and hiking are popular across all estate types, but visitors also enjoy camping,
visiting lookouts and sightseeing as well as bird and wildlife watching.

Other activities such as 4-wheel driving, swimming, mountain biking and motorbike/trail bike
riding are also popular.

Survey results indicate that local respondents who visit more frequently tend to focus on
recreational use.

Non-local respondents who visit less often or have not previously visited, show greater
interest in conservation.

13
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Bushwalking/hiking 73%
Camping 59%
Lookouts / sightseeing 57%
Bird/wildlife watching 43%
Four-wheel driving
Swimming 38%
Mountain biking 33%
Motorbike riding 32%
Fishing 24%
Dog walking 23%
Non-motorised watercraft 22%

Conservation 16%
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>

)
X
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H

Orienteering/geocaching  [£4
Archery FEE7) 29,

Other K&
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m Have Your Say survey m Website register of interest

Figure 8 Activities undertaken across national park estate and state forests within the
proposed park footprint (N=4,304)
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3.2.1 Recreational activities by estate type

As well as letting us know what activities you do within the footprint of the proposed Great Koala National park, you were also invited to share
where you go to do these activities. This is summarised in Table 2.

Table 2

Recreational activities by estate types

Note: NP= national parks; SF = state forests; RP = regional park; NR = nature reserves; AA = Aboriginal areas.

Type of activity

Reserve type

- - *
Main locations

What you said

Bushwalking/hiking

Bushwalking and hiking are
broadly popular in national
parks — especially
escarpment parks — and
also state forests

Dorrigo NP

Bellinger River NP
New England NP
Bongil Bongil NP
Nymboi-Binderay NP

Wedding Bells SF
Orara East SF
Boambee SF
Cascade NP
Nambucca SF

‘| love bush walking around Wedding Bells state
forest as | can be assured of some of our
wonderful wildlife.’

Male, 6574, Coffs Harbour LGA

Camping

Camping is relatively
dispersed in a range of
estate types across the
landscape

Dorrigo NP

New England NP
Bellinger River NP
Nymboi-Binderay NP
Wedding Bells SF

Wild Cattle Creek SF
Orara East SF
Boambee SF

Orara West SF
Lower Bucca SF

‘We really enjoy camping at Platypus Flat, the
4WD road in is great.’

Male, 35-44, Coffs Harbour LGA

Visiting lookouts/

Visiting lookouts and

Dorrigo NP

Wedding Bells SF

The lookout above Glenreagh [Sherwood Nature

parks and nature reserves

New England NP
Bongil Bongil NP
Nymboi-Binderay NP

Coffs Coast RP
Boambee SF
Cascade NP

sightseeing sightseeing are most Bellinger River NP Orara East SF Reserve] is my most favourite place to go ...
popular in national parks New England NP Orara West SF stunning views of sunsets and sunrises.’
Bongil Bongil NP Boambee SF
Nymboi-Binderay NP Coffs Coast RP Male, 18-24, Coffs Harbour LGA
Bird/wildlife Bird and wildlife watching Dorrigo NP Nambucca SF . : : .
watching are most popular in national Bellinger River NP Moonee Beach NR | value the trails and being able to be in nature,

birdwatching, walking and horse riding.’

Female, 45-54, Kempsey LGA

15
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Reserve type

- - *
Main locations

What you said

Four-wheel driving

Four-wheel driving is
popular in reserves on the
northern coastal fringe and
some escarpment parks

Wedding Bells SF
Sherwood NR
Lower Bucca SF
Nymboi-Binderay NP
Orara East SF

Orara West SF
Tuckers Nob SF
Conglomerate SF
Bindarri NP

New England NP

‘Freedom to ride and 4x4 out in the open on the
multitude of tracks and trails often seeing no

one.

Female, 35-44, Coffs Harbour LGA

Swimming

Swimming is popular
across national parks and
state forests wherever
waterways or accessible
swimming holes are

Dorrigo NP
Bellinger River NP
New England NP
Bongil Bongil NP

Moonee Beach NR
Bindarri NP
Wedding Bells SF
Orara East SF

‘Bangalore Falls is a stunning place to go
swimming and | go there regularly.’

) Nymboi-Binderay NP Cascade NP Male, 18-24, Coffs Harbour LGA
available
Mountain biking Mountain biking is heavily Wedding Bells SF Orara West SF
concentrated in state Lower Bucca SF Dorrigo NP ‘| value Woolgoolga mountain bike trails — | use

forests. There are existing
mountain bike precincts
within the proposed park
footprint — Wedding Bells,
Mt Coramba and Jacks
Ridge

Orara East SF
Pine Creek SF
Boambee SF

Nambucca SF
Wild Cattle Creek SF
Nana Creek SF

these on average 4 times a week with my
family.’

Male, 45-54, Coffs Harbour LGA

Motorbike/trail bike
riding

While motorbike and trail
bike riding are concentrated
on the coastal strip, use is
widespread and dispersed
across the state forest
estate

Wedding Bells SF
Sherwood NR
Tuckers Nob SF
Nana Creek SF
Kangaroo River SF

Wild Cattle Creek SF
Coffs Coast RP
Dorrigo NP

Bindarri NP

Orara East SF

‘The freedom and enjoyment | get from riding
my motorcycle through the forest is good for my
mental health.’

Male, 45-54, First Nations, Queensland

Fishing

Recreational fishing is
broadly popular in both
national parks and state
forest

Dorrigo NP

Bellinger River NP
New England NP
Nymboi-Binderay NP
Wedding Bells SF

Wild Cattle Creek SF
Lower Bicca SF
Boambee SF

Coffs Coast RP
Orara West SF

‘Move between Wild Cattle State Forest and
Cascade State Conservation Area hiking,
swimming, kayak and fishing.’

Male, 35-44, Coffs Harbour LGA
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Reserve type

- - *
Main locations

What you said

Dog walking

Dog walking is popular in
state forests, particularly
around Coffs Harbour and
other urban interfaces

Orara East SF
Wedding Bells SF
Lower Bucca SF

Pine Creek SF
Nana Creek SF
Wild Cattle Creek SF

‘Multiple times a week | either run or walk the
dog along East Bank Forest Road [Orara East
State Forest].’

Orara West SF e Tuckers Nob SF
Boambee SF e Nambucca SF Female, 25-34, Coffs Harbour LGA
Non-motorised Non-motorised watercraft Dorrigo NP e Wild Cattle Creek SF

water craft

activities are most popular
in national parks with larger
waterways

Bellinger River NO
Nymboi-Binderay NP
Bongil Bongil NP
New England NP

Cascade NP
Bindarri NP
Orara East SF
Pine Creek SF

‘Kayaking the Nymboida River accessed via
Platypus Flat.’

Male, 55-64, Sutherland Shire LGA

Conservation Conservation activities are Dorrigo NP e Wild Cattle Creek SF ‘| value the conservation of the forest and
popular in national parks Bellinger River NP e Pine Creek SF wildlife and making the most of the area as a
and some state forests New England NP e Tuckers Nob SF recreational space.’

Bongil Bongil NP e Nymboi-Binderay NP
Coffs Coast RP e Orara East SF Female, 25-34, Nambucca LGA
Trail running Trail running has a broad Wedding Bells SF * OraraT West .SF ‘Trail running with dogs on western trail, Moodys
spread across the Lower Bucca SF e Bongil Bongil NP e
; - and hauler gully, peak trail.
landscape other than ] Orara East SF  Bellinger River NP
conservation areas an Boambee SF e Wild Cattle Creek NP
F I —64 ffs H LGA
remote nature reserves Dorrigo NP e Tuckers Nob SF Sl St (O (RS

Fossicking The presence of gold in Wild Cattle Creek SF e Lower Bucca SF ‘Nana Creek SF — around Nana Creek Village —
state forests to the west of Orara East SF e Boambee SF fossicking, metal detecting, looking at old relics
Coffs Harbour make them Nana Creek SF e Pine Creek SF and mines.’
popular spots for fossicking | o \wedding Bells SF e Dorrigo NP

Orara West SF e Clouds Creek SF Female, 45-54, First Nations, Clarence Valley LGA

Car rally Car rallying occurs in state Wedding Bells - ‘| value that it has been a key part of history of

forest to the north of Coffs
Harbour as an annual
organised event based out
of Woolgoolga

Lower Bucca
Conglomerate SF
Orara East SF

car rallies in the region for more than 50 years.’

Male, 25-34, Victoria
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Reserve type

- - *
Main locations

What you said

Horse riding and
carriage riding

Horse riding is popular on
roads and fire trails within
state forests particularly to
the north and east of Coffs
Harbour.

Carriage Club members
regularly drive horses and
carriages in Orara West
State Forest.

Lower Bucca SF
Orara East SF
Wedding Bells SF
Orara West SF
Nana Creek SF

Wild Cattle Creek SF

Pine Creek SF
Boambee SF
Tuckers Nob SF
Nambucca SF

‘Being able to ride my horse through these
amazing forests is so calming and peaceful.’

Female, 55-64, Coffs Harbour LGA

‘The forests offer the only viable location for
carriage driving, while also providing an
enjoyable, peaceful, and nature-connected
experience.’

North Coast Carriage Club

Aboriginal cultural
activities

Aboriginal cultural activities
take place across all estate
types, particularly in
Aboriginal areas and
national parks

Nambucca AA
Dorrigo NP
Nunguu Mirral AA
Bellinger River NP
New England NP

Coffs Coast RP
Bongil Bongl NP
Gumbaynggirr NP
Nambucca SF
Boambee SF

‘IGKNP] is a most welcomed addition to the
existing national parks and offers protection and
conservation of endemic fauna and flora. It will
also support work for Indigenous rangers,
support cultural practices and preserve sites that
are of great significance to the original owners.’

Female, 69—74, Bellingen LGA

Climbing

Most climbing activity
occurs at Sherwood nature
reserve but there are other
climbing locations across
the landscape

Sherwood NR

‘We are keen to avoid blanket bans and we
recognise Aboriginal values. As climbers, we
value early engagement and working together to
avoid damage to cultural or ecological values.’

Australian Climbing Association NSW

Firearms and
archery

Firearms and archery clubs
operate under permit with
FCNSW in state forests
within the proposed park
boundary

Orara East SF
Nambucca SF
Tamban SF
Wedding Bells SF

‘l am a member of Coffs Harbour Rifle Club, and
I compete in club activities and practice at least
2x per week.’

Male, 45-54, Coffs Harbour LGA
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Type of activity Reserve type Main locations” What you said
Orienteering/ Orienteering and e Coffs Coast RP e Orara West SF ‘ would love to continue geocaching in these
geocaching geocaching occur across a | ¢ Wild Cattle Creek SF ¢ Nana Creek SF areas but realise that’s not likely in a [national
broad spread of estate e Lower Bucca SF e Nambucca SF park], would love to camp at more places.’
types e Dorrigo NP e New England NP
e Orara East SF e Wedding Bells SF Female, 45-54, Coffs Harbour LGA

* Disclaimer: To assist respondents, the Have Your Say survey listed all state forests, national parks, state conservation areas, nature reserves, regional parks and
Aboriginal areas within the proposed Great Koala National Park footprint. While a map was available as a reference, some respondents may not have been fully familiar
with the names of the locations they visit or the area boundaries. This is noted as a survey limitation.

The data accurately reflects participants’ responses. However, some recreational activities reported as occurring within specific reserves, may not be permitted within that
national park estate area.
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3.3 What you value

Values attached to the area proposed for the Great Koala National Park vary between
support for conservation and a desire to maintain access for recreational, domestic and
commercial use.

Your feedback highlights a strong alignment in valuing both conservation and access. Many
responses reflect an appreciation for the area’s natural beauty alongside deep emotional
connections to the land and way of life. Many of you regard the forest as central to your
lifestyle, recreation and wellbeing (Table 3).

Table 3 What you value about the area (N=2,305)

What you value What you said

(% represents proportion of (Quotes included are examples of views reflected in multiple comments)

respondents that mention
these values)

‘The opportunity for our invaluable flora, fauna and culture to be
protected, preserved and recognised. As a conservationist and
ecologist, the creation of this park would do wonders in ensuring our
beautiful Country stays connected and allows our species to flourish.
[...] There’s no question that green spaces and access to nature is a
pivotal aspect in mental health and development, | think the facilitation
of this park would bolster health within all communities.’

1N

34% conservation of | ‘Connecting national parks across the landscape and protecting the
nature vegetation from fragmentation between existing national parks.’

*kk

‘There is support for land management planning that looks across the
whole area and balances conservation with recreation.’

‘Large natural areas which protect whole catchments are essential for
nature to be conserved in the future. Maintaining ecological links
between the tablelands and the coast will help this to occur. | am very
concerned for the conservation of grey-headed flying-foxes which need
their diet plants conserved across large areas.’

*kk

‘The prospect of a maturing old growth forest network with the
development of tree hollows to enhance wildlife recovery and restore
landscape habitat connectivity.’

*kk

30% protec!inq koalas | ‘The conservation of koalas, that it not be logged anymore for

and wildlife conservation reasons. That more land in conservation and good koala
corridors is essential to the survival of the koala and all the other
species that sit beneath them. That this will become an international
icon in protection of land for conservation and the status that will bring in
tourism. that the state forests are no longer being thrashed and
destroyed by industrial machinery.’

‘It is incredibly important to have natural areas open to the public free of
charge for the people to enjoy. During Covid lockdowns these areas
were immensely important for the community’s mental health. It is also

Q important these areas are accessible and affordable to all.’
27% access, freedom | | 5y the freedom of state forests. They feel like true public land, | can
and public use see the need for strict national park rules in accessible areas that have
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What you value What you said

(% represents proportion of (Quotes included are examples of views reflected in multiple comments)

respondents that mention
these values)

high visitation rates, but it could be relaxed in remote areas. Just put in
place rules about rubbish/waste management. I’'m sad that these
freedoms will be lost when the state forests are converted to national
park, this actually makes me feel less positive about conservation in
general.’

*kk

‘We would like continued access to the areas we already use. Keeping
key roads, links and trail networks open is critical.’

‘The ability to enjoy the natural environment and explore your
surroundings. Be it in a car, bike, motorbike or on a horse. Access to
swimming holes, waterfalls, fishing spots, looks outs, sections of
rainforest, old growth forests, and various forest types and forest
structures. This helps people connect and appreciate their natural
environment around them.’

*k*k

‘Diverse coastal and mountain environments with rich cultural heritage.
These are productive environments which when actively managed can
support a range of cultural, recreational, commercial and environmental
values. Access to utilise these environments in a variety of ways is
critical for their long-term sustainable management.’

*kk

22% recreation

Support for focusing higher-impact recreational activities in suitable
area, such as already disturbed, degraded or high-use locations.’

‘The ability to access vast areas of forest with the current forest road
%ﬂ system. Please don’t shut off public access.’
‘The trail running opportunities close to Coffs Harbour and the ability to

8% trails and run to them without needing to drive large distances.’
infrastructure

‘The sense of being in a protected forest environment is very soothing
and relieves some of the stress of relentless climate disaster news.’

y\ Tk

8% scenic beauty/ ‘Access to be at one with nature. A quiet spot alone with no close
peace and quiet neighbours.

‘The ability to source local timber that is harvested ethically and
sustainably. | have great fears for the impact on the environment and
wildlife when we are forced to find timber in countries that is not
necessarily harvested under similar rules that we have here, not to
X mention the carbon emissions of importation.’

*kk

5% jobs/local ‘Outside of the intention for koala and other endangered species
economy conservation, the proximity to regional urban environments makes the
potential for a green economy very exciting.’
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3.4 Yourideas forimproved future experiences

When sharing your ideas and suggestions for ways to improve experiences in the future
Great Koala National Park, your feedback continued to reveal deep engagement and strong
emotional investment in the landscapes proposed for inclusion in the future park.

There is strong support for improved protection for koalas and other threatened species
while also ensuring that a broad range of recreational uses are available in the park.

This aligns with the government’s vision for the Great Koala National Park to be one of the
most significant conservation initiatives in NSW as well as a must-see destination attracting
visitors and contributing to the local economy.

3.4.1 Recreation opportunities are a significant theme

There is strong support for maintaining and improving recreation opportunities. This includes
keeping access open for activities such as 4-wheel driving, motorbiking and mountain biking
as well as horse riding and dog walking. Access concerns are often related to locked gates
and loss of access to tracks and trails.

‘Where locked gates are required, explain why via sign, an opportunity to tell the story
(of place, species protection etc.).’

While there is support for activities to continue as they are, there were also requests for
restrictions on motorised vehicles and other high-intensity recreational activities citing
concerns about noise, damage and the impacts of irresponsible behaviour.

‘Wherever you encourage humans to enter wilderness, you are inviting trouble. Humans
do not obey the rules especially signage, so the government will use for back burning,
road clearing, and building. When it will say no fire, they will light campfires, they will
smoke, they will bring bush bashers that backfire not to mention, all the vehicles.’

3.4.2 Balance between users

You told us there will be a need to carefully consider and manage an overlap between
different users such as mountain bikers, horse riders, walkers, 4-wheel driving and trail bikes
where potential conflicts of interest may arise.

There was a call for a balanced or shared-use approach such as zoning or separate areas to
allow different uses in different areas.

‘Careful consideration when developing activities which potential conflict with each
other. For example, trails for walking and mountain biking.’

3.4.3 Trails, infrastructure, and facilities

There is broad support for improving walking tracks and trail networks, signage and
wayfinding.
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You would also like the future park to have more camping options — preferably free or low
cost — supported by basic, low-impact facilities (composting toilets, viewing platforms,
boardwalks and designated parking) that are accessible for all users.

Your ideas include more hiking and mountain bike trails, multi-day walks and better road and
track maintenance.

‘By linking the areas of the park, multi-day hikes could be included. Preservation of local
mountain bike trails.’

3.4.4 Land management

Land management is a critical future consideration, and the common priorities you raised
included weed control, feral animal management and bushfire risk management (hazard
reduction, access for fire control).

With good management and funding, future land management was also identified as an
opportunity for local jobs and economic growth.

‘Ongoing employment pathways: Create guaranteed, long-term jobs for [local] displaced
timber workers in park management, pest and weed control, fire management, track
maintenance, koala monitoring, and rehabilitation work.’

3.4.5 Education and community involvement

There is strong support for education and community involvement in the future park including
environmental education programs, interpretive signage, guided tours and ranger programs,
apps and maps, school and community engagement and citizen science projects (such as
koala monitoring).

Many of you support the idea of local users and clubs to be directly involved in future
management and program delivery.

There is also broad support for indigenous led management including engaging Traditional
Custodians to share cultural knowledge, undertake cultural burns and deliver cultural tours
and interpretation.

‘More First Nations dual naming on signage, and First Nations artwork on facilities and
infrastructure. Lots of prominent, large-print signage (especially directions for amenities)
that are easy for visually impaired visitors to see. Walking paths and footpaths being
wide enough for 2 mobility scooters or prams to pass each other comfortably. More
accessible toilets.’

3.4.6 Tourism and local economy

You shared mixed views when it comes to the future park providing tourism opportunities to
support the local economy. We heard that there is some support for eco-tourism
infrastructure such as visitor centres and active nature-based experiences such as guided
walks) while others want minimal development.

We also heard your concerns that any future access restrictions could reduce tourism and
harm local business and jobs.

23



What we heard report: proposed Great Koala National Park — community consultation

‘A visitor information centre that is a launching pad for several walks of different scale
and length. Rehabilitation centre/wildlife hospital for animals which includes education
and information for visitors.’

3.5 Your vision for the Great Koala National Park

Like your views on what you value about the area proposed for the Great Koala National
Park area, most of you want the future park to focus on conservation. However, many of you
are concerned about continued access and enjoyment, and a small number emphatically

oppose the proposal.
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Table 4 Your vision for the proposed Great Koala National Park (N=2,277)

Your vision What you said

(% represents proportion (Quotes included are examples of views reflected in multiple comments)
of respondents that

mention these themes in
their vision for the future
park)

‘Permanent preservation of these areas with minimal impact from
humans. Any camping areas and trails setup to minimise impact on the
environment, flora and fauna.’

*k*k

‘A centre of excellence and leadership in collaborative conservation
across regions building knowledge and commitment for the future
protection of the park outside of political frameworks or cycles.’

*kk

‘The Great Koala National Park should provide a green belt that

4&\\ encompasses significant urban centres along the North Coast allowing
greater environment and urban densification.’
43% conservation of -
nature

‘I would like the GKNP to be a renowned area for PASSIVE recreation
and increased conservation efforts to protect critically endangered and
threatened fauna and flora.’

*kk

‘As few people as possible, minimal infrastructure, leave it for the flora
and fauna of the area who have been there for much longer than us mob.’

‘Clean, with open tracks for recreational use by anyone who wants to use
it. Fantastic that logging will stop in the area but hoping that locals aren’t
the ones who have to give up access to the area.’

*kk

‘To have a park that is open and accessible to everyone for all activities.
Q Driving a car down a track does not scare koalas away. Locking up the

bush will only have a negative effect, human presence does not scare
koalas away, but it does scare off wild dogs, one of the biggest threats to
koalas. [...] Please leave the bush open and accessible.’

*k*k

25% access, freedom
and public use

‘An area that is free from logging but not closed gates and free camping. |
think national parks can learn from state forests in that sense.’

‘My vision for the park is for the powers to be to keep an open mind about
how all the community clubs use the areas they have been using.’

*kk

‘Make them interactive and accessible — more camping, glamping, long
and short walks, multi-day walks, guided walks, easy access to swimming
25% recreation holes, range of activities, easy access to info about the park/different
areas within the park.’

‘For it to not exist and remain a variation of state forest and national
parks. In the small time of its inception the financial backlash across
E@ communities and industries is unfathomable.’

*k*k

‘To be able to use it as we did when it was a state forest. And be able to
14% opposition collect firewood to aid prevention of bushfires. Being surrounded by
national parks is now very scary.’
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Your vision What you said

(% represents proportion (Quotes included are examples of views reflected in multiple comments)
of respondents that

mention these themes in
their vision for the future
park)

‘A thriving eco-tourism venture that brings pride and income into our
community and allows better access and maintenance of existing trails
which in turn will allow for more folk to access and connect with country,
while also providing a safe and appropriate habitat for the continued
X growth of a healthy and biodiverse ecosystem.’

*k*k

‘A truly unique national park that protects biodiversity as a priority but also
allows for low impact recreational activities in a well thought out way that
7% economy becomes a model for future national park creation and that flips the
narrative that national parks are reducing access but more about creating
ecotourism opportunities.’
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4. Next steps

Community consultation feedback is critical to guiding next steps as preparatory work
continues to reserve the Great Koala National Park by late 2026.

4.1 Reserve categorisation

Through the Great Koala National Park assessment and consultation process we have
gained a better understanding of the landscape and its values. We recognise the unique
context of the proposed park, including its significant conservation and cultural values, the
varied and longstanding community use of state forests, established commercial and
recreational activities, and existing infrastructure. We are considering all these factors as we
plan for future management.

The Great Koala National Park is an overarching term for the entire area within the proposed
boundary. Within this footprint, a mix of reserve types will be established to support
conservation priorities and cultural values alongside recreation and access.

As discussed in section 1.2, reserve categories under the NPW Act determine permitted
uses, management objectives, and levels of public access. The proposed park is expected
to include a range of reserve types, such as national parks, nature reserves, Aboriginal
areas and regional parks.

Decisions on reserve categories will be informed by what we know of the natural and cultural
values as well as your feedback. We will engage directly with user groups and share more
information as it becomes available.

We are also working with the Aboriginal Advisory Panel to identify Aboriginal names for new
reserves, based on cultural values and natural features.

For more information about the types of protected areas in NSW, visit the NPWS website.

4.2 Proposed park boundary

The NSW Government released an update to the proposed boundary for the Great Koala
National Park in February 2026. The refined boundary supports effective long-term
management and strengthens protection for koalas and other native and threatened species.

The government may need to make further minor refinements to the boundary before the
park is reserved to support future management.

You can explore a detailed interactive map of the proposed Great Koala National Park
boundary on the SEED website. User instructions and a link to the map are available on the
Great Koala National Park project webpage.

4.3 Registering a carbon method

The final creation of the park is dependent on the successful registration of a carbon project
under the recently approved Improved Native Forest Management method.

If a carbon project is registered, this has the capacity to generate high integrity Australian
Carbon Credit Units in NSW to fund ongoing land management including of fire, feral
animals and weeds.

Further updates will be provided as they become available.
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4.4 Fire management and preparedness

Our dedicated fire teams are working closely with NSW Rural Fire Service and Forestry
Corporation of NSW on fire management preparedness and planning for the proposed Great
Koala National Park.

Around 100 new NPWS roles will support fire management, feral animal and weed control,
ecological rehabilitation and visitor management. We are also acquiring new equipment,
including fire vehicles and heavy plant, and utilising satellite technologies for early bushfire
detection.

We currently have access to more than 1,200 trained firefighters across NSW and develop
fire management strategies in collaboration with other fire agencies and neighbours. Hazard
reduction is central to the NPWS Fire Management Program. Our fire teams deliver over
75% of all hazard reduction burns across NSW, working closely with the NSW Rural Fire
Service and other agencies.

For more information on how we manage fire in our parks and reserves, please visit the
NPWS fire management program webpage.

Until the park is reserved, Forestry Corporation of NSW remains the land manager and will
continue activities such as road maintenance and fire management.

4.5 Aboriginal employment and cultural mapping

The area of the proposed Great Koala National Park is a significant cultural landscape for
the Gumbaynggirr and Dunghutti Aboriginal peoples. It includes places of creation,
ceremony and spirituality, as well as traditional camps, resource areas and pathways.

We are working with the Aboriginal Advisory Panel to explore Aboriginal employment and
contracting opportunities. Recruitment for the proposed park will include around 100 new
NPWS roles — 15% of these will be Aboriginal identified and targeted roles. These positions
will cover a wide range of park management functions.

In addition, 8 new Aboriginal ranger roles will be created. These roles will be employed by
local Aboriginal organisations who will work alongside NPWS staff to embed cultural
knowledge and care at the heart of park management.

As part of the park establishment process, we are working with Gumbaynggirr people to
assess cultural values within the Gumbaynggirr Nation footprint of the proposed park. This
work will support the management and protection of Aboriginal cultural heritage and help
inform future cultural tourism opportunities once the park is gazetted.

4.6 Operational readiness - further preparations

e  Our conservation team is assessing the proposed park to identify areas of high
biodiversity value and disturbed areas needing restoration. They are also identifying
likely feral animal and weed threats and developing a control plan that prioritises the
protection of threatened species and their habitats.

e We are working with Destination North Coast’s Visitor Economy Reference Group,
including local councils, tourism bodies and other partners, to unlock new visitor
experiences and recreation opportunities in the park.

e With Forestry Corporation of NSW, we are confirming existing interests in state forests
within the proposed park area and meeting with many current forest permit holders to
determine ongoing arrangements, noting that most will continue.
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e The assets team is undertaking a comprehensive assessment of the existing roads and
fire trails network within the proposed park boundary to determine their condition and
suitability for public and operational use after gazettal.

4.7 Upcoming consultation

Over the coming months, we will continue to engage with the community, key stakeholders
and special interest groups.

Upcoming opportunities include:
o face-to-face meetings with key stakeholders, recreational user groups and special
interest groups to discuss ‘next steps’ towards park establishment

¢ information displays in local libraries within the proposed park area, with free resources
and handouts

e Great Koala National Park update webinars for park neighbours

e a quarterly newsletter update — you can register to receive these updates on the project
webpage.

4.7.1 Plan of management - future consultation opportunity

Subject to creation of the park, further opportunities will be available for participation in
detailed planning for the proposed park. This would include the development of a plan of
management as required under the NPW Act.

We prepare plans of management to guide how NPWS estate is managed. All parks and
reserves must have a plan of management prepared ‘as soon as practicable’ after
reservation, however, this can take several years.

A plan of management sets out what is important about the park such as its natural, cultural
and social values, identifies the main issues (for example conservation, access or threats)
and outlines how the park will be managed over time.

Each plan of management includes:

e conservation priorities (such as protecting wildlife and habitats)

e management of Aboriginal heritage and cultural values

e visitor use and recreation (for example, walking tracks, camping, vehicle access)
e rules and permitted activities

e actions for fire, pests and environmental protection.
Developing a plan of management is a statutory process that involves a number of legal and
consultation steps, including public exhibition of the draft plan. Consultation with the

community, stakeholders and experts occurs throughout the process, including during the
public exhibition period.

Once adopted, plans of management are legally binding, and all management decisions for
that park must be consistent with the plan.
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5. More information

We will continue to provide updates as the project progresses.

Anyone who has not yet registered their interest in the project can do so on the Great Koala
National Park project webpage.

NPWS webpage: Fire management program webpage
NPWS webpage: Different types of parks and other protected areas in NSW
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Appendix: Stakeholder and community

consultation (September 2025 to
June 2026)

Organisation/user group Type of

consultation

Consultation
date

Great Koala National Park webpage and register of interest  Online

NSW RFS Coffs Coast F2F - Offsite
Forestry Corporation of NSW — Coffs Harbour F2F — Offsite
Destination North Coast (DNC) F2F — NPWS office
NSW RFS Coffs Coast and FCNSW Coffs F2F — Offsite
Coffs Cost Wildlife Sanctuary F2F — Offsite
4WD clubs: F2F — NPWS office

e Coffs 4WD club

o Coffs Coast Jeepers Inc.

Mountain bike groups: F2F — NPWS office
e Woopi MTB Club

e Jacks Ridge

e Coffs MTB

Hike and run clubs: F2F — NPWS office
e Coffs Hikers

e Coffs Coast Sole Sisters

e Coffs Trails

Horse riding clubs: F2F — NPWS office
e Coffs Coast Jump Club

e North Coast Equestrian Club

e Australian Trail Horse Riders Association

e Trail Riding Group Valla

e Pacific Coast Horse Club

e NSW Endurance Riders Association

e Orara Valley Horse Riders

e Trail Riding Bonville

e Nambucca Trail Riding Group

e North Coast Equestrian Club/Glenreagh Pony Club
e North Coast Carriage Club

NSW/ACT 4WD Association Online — Teams
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ongoing
16/09/2025
18/09/2025
22/09/2025

25/09/2025

30/09/2025

1/10/2025

2/10/2025

07/10/2025



What we heard report: proposed Great Koala National Park — community consultation

Organisation/user group

Type of

Consultation

Archery and gun clubs:

e Jacks Ridge 3D Archery

e Coffs Harbour Pistol Club

o Macleay Valley Archers

e Coffs Harbour Rifle Club (apology — online submission)

North Coast V-Twins and associated trail bike/4WD reps
Clarence Valley Council — Executive briefing
Woopi MTB Club — Wedding Bells site visit
Kempsey Shire Council — Executive briefing
City of Coffs Harbour — Executive briefing

RFS Mid North Coast Area (Clarence, Coffs,
Nambucca/Kempsey) with FCNSW

Tallowood Ventures

Bellingen Shire Council — Executive briefing
Coffs Harbour & District Sporting Car Club
Nambucca Shire Council — Executive briefing
Destination Coffs Coast Committee (CoCH)
Woolgoolga MTB Club — Mt Coramba site visit
Environment group representatives

e Bellingen Environment Centre

e National Parks Association

e Nambucca Valley Conservation Association
e North-East Forest Alliance

e Clarence Environment Centre

e Forest Ecology Alliance
e Nature Conservation Council

GKNP Aboriginal Advisory Panel — On Country Gathering,
Ngambaa Nature Reserve

GKNP quarterly newsletter update — electronically to
registered stakeholders

Little Pine Creek Farm

North Coast V-Twins and associated trail bike/4WD reps

Little Pine Creek Farm

Adventure Riders
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consultation
F2F — NPWS office

F2F — Offsite

F2F - Offsite

F2F — Offsite

F2F - Offsite

F2F — Offsite

F2F — Offsite

F2F — NPWS office
Online — Teams
F2F — NPWS office
F2F — Offsite

F2F — Offsite

F2F - Offsite

F2F — NPWS office

F2F — Offsite
Via email
Via email
F2F — Offsite
Via email and

phone
F2F — Offsite

date
7/10/2025

29/09/2025

14/10/2025

20/10/2025

20/10/2025

28/10/2025

28/10/2025

4/11/2025

4/11/2025

6/11/2025

10/11/2025

18/11/2025

17/11/2025

28/11/2025

29/11/2025 —
30/11/2025
9/12/2025
22/12/2025
23/12/2025
13/01/2026

15/01/2026



What we heard report: proposed Great Koala National Park — community consultation

Organisation/user group Type of Consultation
consultation date

Have your say community survey (16/01/2026 — Online (NSW From

1/03/2026) — 3,963 responses Government. 16/01/2026
website)

North Coast V-Twins and associated trail bike/4WD F2F — Offsite 27/01/2026

representatives

RFS Lower North Coast and Area command staff and F2F — Offsite 11/02/2026

FCNSW

Tallowood Ventures F2F — NPWS office  11/02/2026

Destination North Coast — establishing external Visitor F2F — NPWS office  12/02/2026

Economy Reference Group

Nambucca Tourism Industry Networking event (hosted by F2F — Offsite 12/02/2026

Nambucca Shire Council)

Nambucca Street Festival (100+ direct interactions) F2F — Offsite 14/02/2026

NCB commercial tour operators and Parks Eco Pass Online — Teams 16/02/2026

meeting

Environment group representatives F2F — NPWS office  20/02/2026

e Bellingen Environment Centre

e NPA

e Nambucca Valley Conservation Association

e North-East Forest Alliance

e Clarence Environment Centre

e Forest Ecology Alliance

e Nature Conservation Council

Bellingen Markets (170 direct interactions) F2F — Offsite 21/02/2026

Nambucca River Branch — NSW Farmers F2F — Offsite 24/02/2026

North Coast V-Twins and associated trail bike/4WD reps F2F — Offsite 25/02/2026

North Coast Regional Advisory Committee F2F — Offsite 27/02/2026

Coffs Harbourside Markets (120+ direct interactions) F2F — Offsite 1/03/2026

Outdoors NSW and ACT — industry webinar Online — Teams 6/03/2026

Kempsey Riverside Market (80+ direct interactions) F2F — Offsite 7/03/2026

GKNP Aboriginal Advisory Panel — workshop F2F — Offsite 11/03/2026

City of Coffs Harbour — section leader economic F2F — Offsite 13/03/2026

development and tourism

National Park Association (NPA) and Nambucca Valley F2F — Offsite 20/03/2026

Conservation Association (NVCA)

Grafton showground market F2F — Offsite 21/03/2026

GKNP Visitor Economy Reference Group workshop (hosted F2F — Offsite 31/03/2026

by DNC)
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What we heard report: proposed Great Koala National Park — community consultation

Organisation/user group Type of Consultation
consultation date
Follow up letter to recreational user group members Email 23/03/2026
GKNP quarterly newsletter update — electronically to 520 Via email 1/04/2026
registered stakeholders
GKNP Aboriginal Advisory Panel meeting F2F — Offsite 1/04/2026
NPA — Whispers of Wilderness: Voices for Our Coast event, F2F — Offsite 13/04/2026
Jetty Theatre
Clarence Valley Bush Fire Management Committee F2F — Offsite 29/04/2026
GKNP Aboriginal Advisory Panel — meeting F2F — Offsite 29/04/2026
Climbing Association NSW F2F — NPWS office  30/04/2026
Coffs Coast Bush Fire Management Committee F2F — Offsite 6/05/2026
Lower North Coast Bush Fire Management Committees F2F — Offsite 27/05/2026
Coffs MTB Club Email 12/05/2026
Coffs Coast Jeepers Club F2F — NPWS office  13/05/2026
Tallowood Ventures F2F — Offsite 14/05/2026
GKNP Visitor Economy Reference Group workshop 2 F2F — Offsite 14/05/2026
(hosted by DNC)
Coffs Coast Archery Club F2F — Offsite 22/05/2026
Bushcraft Survival Australia F2F — Offsite 22/05/2026
Destination Coffs Coast Committee (CoCH) F2F — Offsite 26/05/2026
NSW RFS Clarence, Coffs Coast, Lower North Coast and F2F — Offsite 28/05/2026
FCNSW
Environment group representatives F2F — NPWS office  4/06/2026

e Bellingen Environment Centre

e NPA

e Nambucca Valley Conservation Association
e North-East Forest Alliance

e Clarence Environment Centre

e Forest Ecology Alliance

e Nature Conservation Council

34



What we heard report: proposed Great Koala National Park — community consultation

Organisation/user group Type of Consultation
consultation date

City of Coffs Harbour (meeting with General Manager) F2F — Offsite 11/06/2026

North Coast Regional Advisory Committee F2F — Offsite 12/06/2026
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