
 

 

HERITAGE COUNCIL OF NSW  
MEETING MINUTES – 549 
3 June 2026 | 9:00 am – 1:50 pm 
Meeting Room 14, Level 11, 4PSQ & via teleconference  

ATTENDANCE 

Members 
Sally Barnes Chair 
Dr Brian Lindsay Member 
Alan Croker Member 
Vanessa Holtham Member 
Anthea Sargeant  Member 
Steve Meredith Member 
Abbie Galvin Member 
Apologies 
Julian Siu Member (attended items 2.1 and 2.2 online) 

External Presenters 
Jannine Lonergan Executive Director, Development Coordination Authority (item 2.1) 
Matthew Blandford a/Executive Manager Project Planning, City of Newcastle (item 3.1) 
Wolfgang Ripberger Architect – Director Projects, TZG (item 3.1) 
Julie Mackenzie Heritage Architect – Director of Heritage, TZG (item 3.1) 
George Bouropoulos Architect, Graphic Architects (item 3.2) 
Con Zanne Parish President (item 3.2) 
Divya Joseph Heritage Consultant, Heritage 21 (item 3.2) 

Heritage NSW 
Sam Kidman Executive Director 
Tim Smith  Director Heritage Assessments 
Lucy Albani Director Policy and Strategy  
Anna London Senior Manager Heritage Listing Programs  
Rochelle Johnston  Senior Manager Major Projects 
Caroline Ford Senior Policy Manager (item 2.2) 
Julia Dowling Policy Manager (Item 2.2) 
Tempe Beaven Senior Assessments Officer (item 3.1 and 3.2) 
Lily Chu Senior Assessments Officer (item 3.1) 
Rebecca Zulaikha Senior Assessments Officer (item 3.2) 

Committee Services 
Olgica Lenger Manager Committee Services 
Lily O’Connor A/Policy Officer 
Linda Bugarin Policy Officer 
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IN-CAMERA SESSION    
This item was not minuted.   

Item 1. Welcome and Formalities 
The Chair, Sally Barnes, opened the meeting at 9:45 am, delivered an Acknowledgement of 
Country and welcomed the attendees, including new member Abbie Galvin and returning member 
Brian Lindsay. 

An apology was received from Julian Siu; however, he will attend a part of the meeting online. 
The Council noted that a quorum was present. 

Item 1.1 Conflict of Interest Declarations  
No conflicts of interest were declared for any matters under consideration. 

Item 1.2 Out of Session Decisions  
Nil 

Item 1.3 Minutes from the Previous Meeting – 6 May 2026  

Resolution 2026-14 

The Heritage Council of NSW:  
1. Confirmed the minutes of the previous ordinary meeting (6 May 2026) as a complete 

and accurate record of that meeting, as amended.  

Moved by Vanessa Holtham and seconded by Alan Croker 

Item 1.4 Matters Arising  
Nil  

Item 1.5 Action Report  
The Council noted the report. 

Item 2. Legal, Policy and Administration 
Item 2.1 Confidential Briefing 

Item 2.2 Confidential Briefing  

Item 3. Matters for Consideration 
Item 3.1 Newcastle Ocean Baths (SHR 02106) - IDA 
The Heritage Council of NSW received a presentation on revised plans for the Newcastle Ocean 
Baths pavilion redevelopment, including design changes made in response to previous feedback. 

The Council noted the progress of the project and supported its overall direction. Members 
provided high-level feedback to inform further refinement, with Heritage NSW to provide 
comments to the applicant and the project to return to the Council for further review as it 
progresses. 

The Council discussion included: 

- design improvements including the revised roof form, changeroom layout and preferred 
awning arrangement 
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- further design refinements to the toilet layout, central pavilion windows and lifeguard 
office glazing to improve functionality and presentation 

- additional details on roof finish durability in the marine environment and the proposed 
seating colour for the Canoe Pool 

- continued Aboriginal engagement and incorporation of Connecting with Country 
principles 

- landscape enhancements, including increased planting and consideration of alternatives 
to concrete. 

Resolution 2026-15 

The Heritage Council of NSW:  
1. Supports in-principle, the proposed conservation, activation and adaptive reuse of 

the Newcastle Ocean Baths.  
2. Requests Heritage NSW to provide comments to the applicant.  

Moved by Alan Croker and seconded by Vanessa Holtham 

Item 3.2 Bourke Street Congregational Church & School (Former) (SHR 00382) - PLS 

The Heritage Council of NSW received a presentation on proposed works to the Bourke Street 
Congregational Church & School (Former), including changes to the building façade and 
associated conservation works. 

The Council discussed the heritage considerations associated with the proposal and requested 
further information to support its review.  

The Council noted:  

- the proposed new central entrance and raised concerns about its potential impact on the 
legibility of the building as a former Reformed church and on the significance of the 
existing dual-entry arrangement 

- accessibility outcomes, structural impacts associated with the proposed alterations to the 
principal façade, façade restoration, and the reconstruction of architectural elements 

- the importance of prioritising essential conservation works, including structural repairs and 
remediation of water ingress issues 

- the need for robust heritage, technical and conservation justification to support any future 
application. 

Heritage NSW will provide formal written comments to the applicant summarising the Council’s 
feedback and recommendations. 

Anthea Sargeant left the meeting at 12:59 pm. 

Resolution 2026-16 

The Heritage Council of NSW:  
1. Thanks the applicant for their presentation.  
2. Requested Heritage NSW to provide comments to the applicant. 

Moved by Brian Lindsay and seconded by Alan Croker 
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Item 4. Executive Reports 
Item 4.1 Chair, Heritage Council of NSW – Monthly Report  
The Heritage Council of NSW noted the Chair’s verbal update, including attendance at the 
National Trust Awards and engagement with community representatives regarding a potential 
State Heritage Register listing. 

Item 4.2 Executive Director, Heritage NSW  
The Heritage Council noted the Executive Director’s report and the significant work undertaken by 
Heritage NSW and the Assessments team to maintain business continuity while preparing for the 
transition of certain heritage assessment functions to the Development Coordination Authority 
from 1 July 2026. 

Item 4.3 BHR: Executive Director Report 
The Heritage Council noted the BHR monthly report. 

Item 4.4 Planning Report (DPHI) 
The Heritage Council noted the monthly planning report and verbal update. 

Item 5. Heritage NSW Reporting 
The Heritage Council noted the Heritage NSW operational reports. 

Abbie Galvin left the meeting at 1:26 pm. 

Item 6. General Matters 

Item 6.1 Forward Agenda  
The Heritage Council noted the forward agenda. 

Item 6.2 HC, SHRC, AC Leave Tracker 2026 
The Heritage Council noted the report. 

Meeting Close 
There being no further items of business, the Chair, Sally Barnes, closed the meeting at 1:50 pm. 
 

 
Ms Sally Barnes 
Chair, Heritage Council of NSW 

5 August 2026 
 


