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Item 1. Welcome and Formalities

The Chair, Sally Barnes, opened the meeting at 9:30 am. The Chair delivered an
Acknowledgement of Country and welcomed attendees.

There were no apologies and the Council confirmed that a quorum was present.

Item 1.1 Conflict of Interest Declarations

Alan Croker declared a potential conflict of interest in relation to ltem 2. Wales House (SHR
00586). Mr Croker did not participate in the consideration of this item or receive the associated
paper.

Item 1.2 Heritage NSW - Executive Director Update

The Heritage Council noted an update from Heritage NSW on key operational and policy matters,
including the commencement of the Development Coordination Authority, ongoing heritage input
into the Victoria Pass Causeway project, and funding allocated through the NSW State Budget to
support implementation of the Heritage Strategy.

Item 2. Wales House (SHR 00586) — PLS
— Tower addition and refurbishment — External Presentation

Alan Croker left the meeting for the duration of this item.

The Heritage Council of NSW received a presentation from the proponent team on a proposal for
alterations and additions to Wales House (SHR 00586).

The Council discussed the heritage and urban design matters raised by the proposal, including
the importance of appropriate setbacks, visual separation between existing heritage fabric and
any new works, and the need for a well-resolved design response at the interface between the
heritage building and proposed addition.

The Council provided preliminary comments to assist further refinement of the proposal, noting
the importance of continuing to focus on heritage values, design quality, amenity and minimising
adverse impacts on key streetscape views.

Any formal advice will be provided through the relevant planning assessment process.

Resolution 2026-17

The Heritage Council of NSW resolves to:

1) Note the presentation and early design work on the proposed tower addition and
refurbishment of Wales House, 64-66 Pitt St, Sydney.

2) Note that the excessive bulk and inadequate setbacks of the original concept design is
not supported.

3) Support the conservation approach, particularly:
a) Retention and conservation of the sandstone fagades.

b) Celebration of significant heritage elements, including the cupola, light well, and key
heritage spaces.

c) Removal of the non-original mansard roof and improvement of the building's heritage
presentation.

4) Encourage further refinement of the design options that:

a) Resolves the separation between the proposed tower and the heritage building.
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b) Are more responsive to the form of the existing building.
c) Better protect views and visual prominence of the cupola.

d) Continue to consider the amenity of the subject heritage building and surrounding
sites through good design.

e) Continue to consider the extant built fabric when designing the required structural
support system to avoid adverse and unnecessary impacts on significant spaces and
elements.

Moved by Julian Siu and seconded by Vanessa Holtham

Item 3. University of Sydney, University Colleges and Victoria Park

(SHR 01974) — SSD EIS - Private Hospital Camperdown
— External Presentation
The Heritage Council of NSW received a presentation from the proponent team on the proposal

for a private hospital and research facility within the University of Sydney and Camperdown
heritage precinct.

The Council discussed the proposal in relation to nearby heritage items, the broader precinct
setting, scale and siting, streetscape presentation, open space and amenity.

The Council agreed that a site visit would assist its consideration of the proposal and inform its
response to the application.

Resolution 2026-18

The Heritage Council of NSW resolves to:

1. Note that there are significant concerns about the concept proposal for a Private
Hospital at Camperdown (SSD-79888213).

2. Agree that a site visit should be undertaken to examine the proposal in relationship to its
context and the surrounding State Heritage Register listed items, including University of
Sydney, University Colleges, Victoria Park, and the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital —
Victoria & Albert Pavilions and Admission Block.

Moved by Brian Lindsay and seconded by Alan Croker

Item 4. BHR Strategic Plan — Presentation

The Heritage Council of NSW received a presentation on the draft strategic plan for the
Biodiversity and Heritage Regulator, including its proposed regulatory approach and priorities for
2026-2029. The draft plan will be circulated to the Council for feedback, with comments
coordinated through Heritage NSW.

Meeting Close

In closing, the Council noted key governance and planning matters, including the ongoing
management of conflicts of interest, meeting scheduling arrangements, and upcoming site visit
and in-person meeting arrangements.
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There being no further business, the Chair, Sally Barnes, closed the meeting at 12:05 pm.

Ms Sally Barnes
Chair, Heritage Council of NSW

5 August 2026
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