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Introduction 
The National Parks and Wildlife Service recognise that the visitor facilities at Bents Basin 
State Conservation Area need revitalising to protect park values and deliver sustainable 
visitor use.  
We are mindful of increasing pressures on the parks from the projected population growth in 
western Sydney and the growing popularity of the park.  
Existing facilities and infrastructure need to be updated to meet future demand and continue 
to deliver rewarding visitor experiences.  
The Department commissioned Environmental Partnership’s landscape consultancy services 
to prepare a long-term visitor facility plan to help achieve this aim. 
The visitor facility plan provides strategic direction, objectives and actions to achieve a vision 
for upgrading park facilities and infrastructure in a staged approach as funding becomes 
available (See Table 1).  

Visitor facility designs 
These concept designs highlight potential locations for future pedestrian cycle and vehicular 
access, parking, services and utilities, site drainage, vegetation management, recreational 
spaces for visitor use, visitor facilities, interpretive opportunities, and wayfinding 
opportunities within the park. 
The concept designs also highlight potential locations for self-contained cabin 
accommodation and tent glamping options which will be subject to an assessment of 
demand and business planning for commercial leasing options. 
New facilities have been designed to fit on or adjoin the footprint of existing facilities to avoid 
unnecessary clearing of vegetation and ensure that the values of the park are protected. 
This approach will also ensure that a high level of service continues to be provided for 
visitors with minimal disruption. 
The visitor facility plan will be implemented subject to heritage, environment and 
sustainability assessments, and will remain consistent with the plan of management 
objectives.  
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Table 1 Staging of visitor facility upgrades 

Stage Concept Priorities 

1 Vegetation management • Revegetation of riverbanks 
• Planting of native shade trees in campground and picnic 

areas 
• Planting of native shade trees in new car parks 

2 Parking • Bents Basin Road overflow car park 
• Installation of loading and unloading zones 
• Formalising overflow parking in Durawi picnic area 

3 Site drainage • Retaining walls 
• Drains 

4 Visitor facilities, services 
and utilities 

• Upgrading amenities 
• Install new picnic shelters 
• Install new BBQ facilities 
• Connect new facilities to the grid and water utilities  

5 Access, recreational 
spaces for visitor use  

• New camping areas 
• Bicycle trails in Tara block 
• New walking trails in Tara block 

6 Interpretive opportunities, 
wayfinding opportunities 

• New interpretive signage 
• Educational tours 
• Wayfinding signage 

7 New camping and 
accommodation options 

• Installation of self-contained cabin accommodation and 
tent glamping options (subject to demand and business 
planning) 

Concept plans 
The following concept plans include designs for these locations. 

Table 2 Concept plans 

Location Concept plan title 

Site plan Overview map 

Park entry Concept Area 1 

Bents Basin Dam Concept Area 2 

Overflow parking Concept Area 2.5 

Durawi picnic area Concept Area 3 

Bents Basin Nepean River outlet Concept Area 4 

Bents Basin picnic area Concept Area 5 

Bents Basin Road car park Concept Area 6 

Bents Basin Campground Concept Area 7 

Temporary overflow parking and glamping options Concept Area 7.5 

Newly acquired Tara block additions Concept Area 8 
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Floodline rl 45.79 (1983 survey)

Floodline rl 45.79 (1983)1:250 @ A1
1:500 @ A3
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Legend - area 3

Existing contours

Existing trees

Existing vegetation canopy

Proposed trees

Cable vehicle barrier

Mass planting bed

Turfed area

Double skillion standard shelter with 
banquet tables

Vehicle gate

Skillion barbecue shelter with extended 
concrete pad for coal BBQs & coal bin

Bollards

Road pavement

Concrete pavement - steep pedestrian path 
to be 'rough' concrete for non-slip surface

Skillion toilet (six stall)

Banquet table on concrete slab

Cement stabilised crushed 
sandstone pathway

Service Road - Armour surface with concrete 
sleepers with gravel infill to steeper sections

Park user fee (PUF) machine

Indicative Flood line Level

(1983 survey RL 45.79)

Accessible car park space

Rubbish bin - (Skip bin)

Key - area 3
Coach turning circle1
Coach parking (2 buses)2

Upgrade of overflow carpark 

- dual roadway loop access

- 30 spaces

- pedestrian access paths to main carpark

3

Upgrade of main carpark 

- single roadway

- turning circle at end and drop off area

- 114 spaces, 4 accessible bays

- pedestrian access paths along each 

side and across centre of caprark

- entry points to picnic areas to include 

bin stands and regulation signage 

4

Venables Hall Events Area

- upgraded stair & ramp access

-  recontour to create 'ampitheatre' and level 

-  2 x double gable shelter with banquet tables 
for large group use

- provision of power and water

5

Information shelters 

- plan of site showing features/attractions

- general information about the site

- interpretive information

Skillion toilets

- 6 stalls within double shelter footprint 

including 2 disabled access cubicles

-  including external washup sink (hot/cold)

- 2 x outside showers at east end of shelter

7

Bookable double standard skillion shelter 
- two banquet tables

- seating wall and concrete pavement

-  provision for power and water

8

Skillion BBQ shelter

- one double electric on concrete 

pavement 

- located to encourage sharing (not close 

to any one table)

-  provision for power and water

-  extended concrete pad to cater for coal    

BBQ cooking area and heat bead 
disposal bin

9

Main picnic area

- banquet tables on concrete slab

10

11

Entry points to include regulation signage 

Mobile Food Vendor bay

- dedicated parking space provided

- water and power provision adjacent space

12

13 Removable bollards located at entrance 
to service vehicle access

Notes: 

1. All furniture facilities to be installed with quick 
release fixings (as per Cattai NP)within 1 in 100 
flood line. 

2. All shelters at be constructed from steel due to 
termites.

6 14 Pedestrian pathway to basin with bollards 
demarcing ped/vehicular area

15 Skip bins locates centrally within visitor day 
use areas
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0 5 10 M

Legend - area 4

Existing contours

Existing trees

Existing vegetation canopy

Proposed trees

Existing terrace retaining wall

Revegetation of eroded bank area - mass 
planting with 'Estero Grid mat' and mulch

Embankment stabilisation with 'Estero 
Grid mat' and mulch area

Road pavement

Concrete pavement

- steep pedestrian path to be 'rough' 
concrete for non-slip surface

Remove existing steel balustrade

Banquet table on concrete slab

Cement stabilised crushed 
sandstone pathway

Embankment stabilisation with 'Estero 
Grid mat' and turf area

Turfed area

Service Road - Armour surface with 
concrete sleepers with gravel infill to 
steeper sections

Warning sign

Indicative Flood line Level

(1983 survey RL 45.79)

Key - area 4

Existing service access to be removed 
and replaced / realigned with new sealed 
service access surface (resin bound 
pavement)

1

Stabilise eroded bank areas with 'Estero 
Grid Mats' (or similar), mulch and 
revegetate bank areas   

2

3

Turf make good to edge of new pedestrian 
access track. Stabilise with 'Estero grid 
mats' (or similar) beneath to protect heavy 
wear areas.

4

New gravel track access to campground5

Provide regulation signage 6

Existing retaining walls

- provide 500mm high 1:6 turf fill bank to 
bottom of sandstone walls to reduce height 
(< 1m)

- remove steel handrails

- design of graded turf fill areas may change          

pending further flood modelling advice

Minor safety information sign7

Proposed water level indicator8

Reconstruct existing rock wall9

10 Bents Basin existing track to be upgraded 
for return access to south end of basin, 
with provision of minor safety sign at 100 
metre intervals nominally

Notes: 

1. All furniture facilities to be installed with quick release 
fixings (as per Cattai NP)

2. All shelters at be constructed from steel due to 
termites.
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