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Vegetation Communities and Biodiversity Thresholds 
Vegetation 
Community Vegetation management guidelines Fire Behaviour 

Flo o d pla in fo rest a nd  
wo o d la nd  

 
Co m m unities C2, C5 

& C6 

 An interva l b etween fire events less tha n 
20 yea rs sho uld  b e a vo id ed  

 Exc lud e use o f m a c hinery fro m  C6 M ya ll – 
W hitewo o d  wo o d la nd  

 Po tentia l ra tes o f sprea d  is lo w d ue 
to  Lo w – M o d era te OFH 

 
W hite Pine / Bull Oa k / 
W ilga   W o o d la nd  

 
Co m m unities 
C3 & C4 

 An interva l b etween fire events less tha n 
20yea rs sho uld  b e a vo id ed  

 A high intensity fire m a y b e perm itted  a fter 
a  fire free perio d  30 – 50 yea rs 

 

 Po tentia l ra tes o f sprea d  is lo w d ue 
to  Lo w – M o d era te OFH 
 Lo c a lised  a rea s o f  
High OFH m a y pro d uc e restric ted  
a rea s o f higher fire intensity 

Blo o d wo o d  / Sm o o th-
b a rked  Apple 
W o o d la nd   

 
Co m m unity C1 

 An interva l b etween fire events less tha n 
15 yea rs a nd  grea ter 40 yea rs sho uld  b e 
a vo id ed  

 A high intensity fire m a y b e perm itted  a fter 
a  fire free perio d  25 yea rs 

 Po tentia l ra te o f sprea d  is highest 
in sta nd s o f Ango pho ra  a nd  
Blo o d wo o d  d ue to  High OFH 

Stra tegic  Zo nes Prescrib ed  burn sho uld  b e c o nsid ered  where the OFH ha s b een a ssessed  a t HIGH, 
a fter a n interva l o f 7yea rs  

OFH – Overa ll fuel ha za rd  - A ra ting system tha t inc lud es surfa c e (lea f litter), nea r surfa c e (lo w shrubs & gra sses), eleva ted  (shrubs), a nd  b a rk fuels. 
 
 

 

Suppression Strategies 
Conditions & forecast Guidelines 
Fire d a nger ra ting 

LOW - HIGH 
 A bro a d  c o nta inm ent stra tegy using existing ro a d s, tra c ks, 
ro c ky a rea s a nd  rec ently burnt a rea s. 

Fire d a nger ra ting 
VERY HIGH - EXTREME 

 Co nsid er d irect o r pa ra llel a tta c k with pla nt a nd  fire units. 
 Secure fla nk a s so o n a s po ssib le o n the next pred ic ted  
d o wnwind  sid e. 

Ca ta stro phic   Revert to  pro perty pro tec tio n. 
 

Status of Biodiversity Thresholds
 
 

Vulnerable to  
frequent fire 

The current fire interva l is sho rter 
tha n the rec o m m end ed  m inim um  
interva l. 

Within threshold  
The tim e-sinc e-fire is grea ter tha n 
the rec o m m end ed  m inim um , a nd  
less tha n the rec o m m end ed  
m a xim um . 

Long unburnt The current fire interva l is lo nger 
tha n the suggested  interva l. 

 Pla nned  Burns 2016-20 
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Map Details 
Datum: Geo d ec tic  Da tum o f Austra lia  
(GDA) 1994 
Projection: M a p Grid   Austra lia n (M GA) 
Zo ne 55 
UTM  Grid  1000 m etres 

Da ta : Spo t Sa tellite Im a gery:  2005. 
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Fire Season Information 

Wildfires 
The critic a l wild fire sea so n o c c urs d uring No vem b er a nd  Dec em b er. This perio d  m a y extend  
into  the first ha lf o f Ja nua ry. Pa rticula r c a re is required  d uring perio d s o f nega tive So uthern 
Osc illa tio n Ind ic es. The end  o f the critic a l fire sea so n is o ften m a rked  b y wet sto rm  a c tivity. 
 

Prescribed 
Burning 
 

Prescrib ed  burning sho uld  b e und erta ken b efo re a utum n ra in o c c urs to  m a xim ise 
effec tiveness. Burning m a y a lso  b e c o nsid ered  d uring la te winter a nd  ea rly spring d epend ent 
o n sea so na l fa c to rs. Prescrib ed  burning und erta ken nea r the c o m m enc em ent o f the sta tua ry 
bushfire sea so n sho uld  b e fully c o nta ined . 

 

1:500,000
Sc a le

to
M o
ree

Scale 1:75,000

1:75,000

Operational Guidelines 
Aerial operations 

 

 Aeria l o pera tio ns will b e m a na ged  b y tra ined  a nd  c o m petent perso nnel. This inc lud es d irec ting a eria l 
b o m b ing a nd  a eria l ignitio n o pera tio ns 

 The use o f b o m b ing a irc ra ft witho ut the suppo rt o f gro und-b a sed  suppressio n c rews sho uld  b e lim ited  
to  very spec ific  c irc um sta nc es. 
All a eria l ignitio n o pera tio ns require the c o nsent o f the Inc id ent Co ntro ller. 

Backburning 
 

 All perso nnel m ust b e fully briefed  b efo re b a c k burning o pera tio ns b egin. 
 Ba c kb urning in a rea s o f Lo w – M o d era te OFH will require the use o f wind , o r lo w hum id ity to  m a xim ise 
effec tiveness. Ba c kb urning sho uld  b e tim ed  fo r la te a fterno o n a nd  ea rly evening. 

 W here pra ctic a b le to  a ssist m o p-up effo rts, c lea r a  1m  ra d ius a ro und  d ea d  a nd  fib ro us b a rked  trees 
a d ja c ent to  c o nta inm ent lines prio r to  b a c kb urning, o r wet d o wn these trees d uring the ignitio n. 

Command & Control 
 

 The first c o m b a ta nt a genc y o n site m a y a ssum e c o ntro l o f the fire, but then m ust ensure the releva nt 
la nd  m a na gem ent a genc y is no tified  pro m ptly.  

 A senio r NPW S o ffic er is to  lia ise with the RFS to  ensure tha t the a genc y in c o m m a nd  a nd  c o ntro l is 
d eterm ined  a nd  a n Inc id ent Co ntro ller is a ppo inted 

Containment Lines 
 

 Existing o r previo us ro a d s, tra c ks a nd  c o ntro l lines sho uld  b e used  wherever po ssib le  
 New c o nta inm ent lines require the prio r c o nsent o f a  senio r NPW S o ffic er. 
 Co nstructio n o f new c o nta inm ent lines sho uld  b e a vo id ed , where pra c tic a b le, exc ept where they c a n 
b e c o nstructed  with m inim a l enviro nm enta l im pa c t. 

 All perso na l invo lved  in c o nta inm ent line c o nstructio n sho uld  b e briefed  o n, a nd  m ust c o nsid er b o th 
na tura l a nd  c ultura l herita ge sites in the lo c a tio n. 

 All c o nta inm ent lines no t required  fo r o ther purpo ses sho uld  b e c lo sed  im m ed ia tely a t the c essa tio n o f 
the inc id ent. 

Earthmoving Equipment 
 Pla nt m a y o nly b e used  with the prio r c o nsent o f a  senio r NPW S o ffic er.  
 Pla nt m ust a lwa ys b e supervised  b y a n experienc ed  o ffic er, a nd  a c c o m pa nied  b y a  fire-fighting vehic le 
when enga ged  in d irec t o r pa ra llel a tta c k.  

 Pla nt m ust b e wa shed  d o wn, where pra c tic a b le, prio r to  entering a nd  exiting NPW S esta te. 
 M a xim um  d o zer – D6 equiva lent 

Fire Suppression 
Chemicals 

 The use o f fo a m , wetting a gents a nd  reta rd a nts will b e perm itted  o n the reserve 
 Fire suppressio n c hem ic a ls a re no t to  b e a pplied  within 50m  o f wa ter c o urses a nd  d a m s.   
 The use o f reta rd a nts requires the a ppro va l o f a  senio r NPW S o ffic er. 

Rehabilitation  W here pra ctic a b le, c o nta inm ent lines sho uld  b e sta b ilised  a nd  reha b ilita ted  a s pa rt o f the wild fire 
suppressio n o pera tio n. 

Watering points  Co nsid er d eplo ym ent o f bulk wa ter c a rriers to  suppo rt fire o pera tio ns. 
Smoke Management  Po tentia l sm o ke im pa c ts a nd  m itiga tio n ta c tics will b e a ssessed  d uring the pla nning o f fire o pera tio ns. 
Visitor Management  The reserve m a y b e c lo sed  to  the pub lic  d uring perio d s o f extrem e fire d a nger, a nd  will b e c lo sed  

d uring fire o pera tio ns. 
WARNINGS  

  Bla c k text – genera l guid elines   Blue text – reserve spec ific  guid elines   Red  text – M a jo r wa rnings 
 

Contact Information 
Agency Position / Location Phone 

National Parks 
& Wildlife Service 

Duty Offic er (24 ho ur) 6792 4680 
Na rra bri Area  Offic e (bus. ho urs) 6792 7300 

NSW Rural Fire Service  
Namoi Zone 

M ic ha el Bro o ks 0427 101 124 
Duty Offic er 6799 6707 
Zo ne Offic e 6799 6707 
Bo b b iwa a  Briga d e – Steve Fa lkiner 6793 3110 

NSW Fire Brigade Newc a stle Co m m s Centre 4929 7177 
Emergency Services Po lic e, Fire, Am bula nc e 000 

SES  13 2500 
Police Na rra bri 6792 7199 

Council Na rra bri 6799 6866 
 

Communications Information 
Service Channel Location and Comments 

NPW S Repea ters 302  The Go verno r 
RFS  N077  The Go verno r 

UHF - CB   Sm a ll fires c ha nnel 10, la rge fires d eterm ined  b y IM T 
Pa rks Ra d io  11-17  NPW S Firegro und  c ha nnels 1-7 
Avia tio n - CTAF 126.7  
M o b ile pho ne   Telstra  – a va ila b le in m o st a rea s, espec ia lly rid ges 

 

Operational Guidelines Continued 
Resource Guidelines 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Site Management 

Modified trees (IS1), including scarred trees 
 Protect the site from fire, clear base of litter and shrubs, 

exclude site tree from fire where possible 
 Foam may be used to protect the tree, or to extinguish fire 
 Do not cut trees 

 
Ground based sites (IS2), including: camp sites, artefacts, grinding 

grooves, waterholes and quarries 
 Protect site from any ground disturbance, including the use of 

earth-moving equipment and vehicles 
 

Resource sites (IS3), including fig-tree groves 
 Protect site from physical disturbance 
 Avoid any burning into Dry Vine Rainforests 

 
AIIM S d a ta b a se m ust b e c hec ked  a s pa rt o f pla nning fo r fire 
o pera tio ns 

Threatened Fauna and Flora 
Management 

 M a c hinery sho uld  b e exc lud ed  fro m  a rea s with C6 M ya ll – 
W hitewo o d  wo o d la nd . 

 M a c hinery sho uld  b e exc lud ed  fro m  a rea s with C2 Bela h – 
Po pla r Bo x d ue to  the presenc e o f Spiny Peppercress.  
( Lepidium aschersonii ) 

 The pro tective a c tio ns fo r threa tened  fa una  ha ve b een 
inc o rpo ra ted  into  the Opera tio na l Guid elines 

 

 

Strategic Fire 
Advantage Zones 

The o b jec tive o f this zo ne is 
to  red uc e fire intensity in 
lo c a tio ns to  a ssist 
c o nta inm ent o f wild fires, b y 
m a inta ining the Overa ll Fuel 
Ha za rd  less tha n HIGH  

Land Management 
Zones 

The o b jec tive o f this zo ne is 
to  c o nserve b io d iversity a nd  
pro tec t cultura l herita ge b y 
a pplying b io d iversity 
thresho ld s 
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Broad Vegetation Communities
COMMUNITY

C1: W hite Cypress - W hite Blo o d wo o d
C2: Bela h - Po pla r Bo x
C3: W hite Pine - W ilga
C4: W hite Pine - Bullo a k
C5: River Red  Gum  - Apple
C6: M ya ll - W hitewo o d

Scale 1:75,000

Vegetation Suitability for Prescribed Burning

Available 
Ava ila b le fo r prescrib ed  
burning when within 
b io d iversity thresho ld s. 

Available only during 
VERY HIGH FDI  

This a rea  genera lly ha s LOW  
o r M ODERATE OFH, 
prescrib ed  burning effec tive 
o nly und er V ERY HIGH FDI.  

Unavailable for 
prescribed burning 

This a rea  is una va ila b le fo r 
prescrib ed  burning, d ue to  
NIL o r LOW  OFH, o r 
ec o lo gic a l requirem ents. 

Ava ila b ility fo r burning m ust b e referenc ed  with the 
Status of Biodiversity Thresholds. 

 

Analysis of fuel load, fire history
and plant community ecology 
required before identifying sites 
for burns.

Scale 1:75,000


