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Ve ge tation Le ge nd

Gwydir River NP & SCA
Arid shrub la n ds (chen opod sub form a tion )
Dry sclerophyll forests (shrub /gra ss sub form a tion )
Dry sclerophyll forests (shrub b y sub form a tion )
Forested wetla n ds
Freshwa ter wetla n ds
Gra ssla n ds
Gra ssy woodla n ds
Hea thla n ds
No Requirem en t for Fire
Other (exclude fire)
Other (n o veg)
Ra in forests
Sem i-a rid woodla n ds (gra ssy sub form a tion )
U n kn own  (n o veg da ta )
Wa ter
Wet sclerophyll forests (gra ssy sub form a tion )
Wet sclerophyll forests (shrub b y sub form a tion )

T wo con secutive in ter-fire in terva ls ha ve b een  too short to con serve b iodiversity within  the a rea .
· Protect from fire as far as possible
T he a rea  will b e Overb urn t if it b urn s this yea r.
· Protect from fire as far as possible
T im e sin ce fire is less tha n  the optim um  in terva l, b ut b efore tha t it wa s OK;
if it b urn s this yea r it will b ecom e Vuln era b le.
· Avoid fires if possible
Fire frequen cy ha s a lrea dy b een  too low to con serve b iodiversity in  the a rea .
· It requires a burn this year
· If possible allow area to burn
T he a rea  will b ecom e Un derb urn t n ext yea r if it is n ot b urn t this yea r.
· A burn this year would be advantageous
· If possible allow area to burn
Fire History is within  the threshold for vegeta tion  in  this a rea .
· A burn is neither required nor should one necessarily be avoided.

Unknow n In sufficien t Fire history to determ in e whether a rea  is un derb urn t or overb urn t.
No Regime As s ignedArea s tha t did n ot ha ve thresholds a ssign ed to them .

Almos t Underburnt

Within Thres hold

Overburnt
Fire Thres holds

Vulnerable

Rec ently Burnt

Underburnt

Locality Le ge nd

" City
! T own
! Pla ce

Roa ds
Gwydir River NP & SCA
Other NPWS Esta te
NPWS Acquired Not Ga zetted
NPWS M a n a ged Crown  La n d
La n ds V ested in  the M in ister
Sta te Forest Esta te

Inde x  Le ge nd

AirPhotoCen tre_ 1987_ 2007
T opogra phic M a p In dex
Loca l Govern m en t Area
Gwydir River NP & SCA
Other NPWS Esta te
NPWS Acquired Not Ga zetted
NPWS M a n a ged Crown  La n d
La n ds V ested in  the M in ister
Sta te Forest Esta te
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As s et Protec tion 
Zones

Strategic  Fire 
Advantage Zones

Land Management 
Zones

Fire Management Zones
T he ob jective of APZs is the protection  of hum a n  life a n d property.  T his will ha ve preceden ce over 
guidelin es for the m a n a gem en t of b iodiversity.  Ma in ta in  Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t Modera te or b elow.
T he ob jective of SFAZs is to reduce fire in ten sity a cross la rger a rea s.   Ma in ta in  Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t 
High or b elow, however a dheren ce to guidelin es for b iodiversity will ta ke preceden ce where pra ctica l.  
T he ob jective of LMZs is to con serve b iodiversity a n d protect cultura l herita ge.   Ma n a ge fire 
con sisten t with fire thresholds.     

Status of Fire  
Thre sholds Le ge nd

Fire  Thre sholds Status
BurnStatus

Lon g U n b urn t
No Fire Regim e
T oo Frequen tly Burn t
U n kn own
V uln era b le to Frequen t Fire
Within  T hreshold
Gwydir River NP & SCA

Risk  Manage m e nt 
Inform ation Le ge nd

Roads
U n cla ssified

Fire  Class
Dorm a n t
Im porta n t - Ca t 1
Im porta n t - Ca t 7
Im porta n t - Ca t 9
Essen tia l - Ca t 1
Essen tia l - Ca t 7
Essen tia l - Ca t 9
Asset Protection  Z on e
Stra tegic Fire Adva n ta ge Z on e
La n d M a n a gem en t Z on e
Exclusion  Z on e
Gwydir River NP & SCA
Sta te Forest Esta te

1:80,000

1:75,000

1:500,000

1:200,000

Contac t Information 
Agenc y Position / Loc ation Phone 
DEC - NPWS Region a l Duty Officer 0428 345 789 
 Area  Ma n a ger 0428 613 073 

02 6738 9117 
02 6738 9140 (fa x) 

 Fire Ma n a gem en t Officer 0429 220 613 
02 6776 0014 
02 6771 1894 (fa x) 

 Region a l Opera tion s Coordin a tor 0428 977 519 
02 6776 0007 
02 6771 1894 (fa x) 

 Arm ida le Area  Office 02 6738 9100 
02 6738 9140 (fa x) 

 Region a l Office 02 6776 0000 
02 6771 1894 (fa x) 

 Ab origin a l Herita ge Cultura l Officer - Arm ida le 02 6776 0038 
Rural Fire Servic e Em ergen cy 000  
 Bin ga ra  Fire Con trol Cen tre 02 6724 1911 

02 6724 1743 (fa x)  
NSW Fire Brigade Em ergen cy 000 
 In verell S ta tion  02 6721 0015 
SES Em ergen cy 000 
 In verell Un it 02 6721 0833 
Polic e Em ergen cy 000 
 In verell S ta tion  02 6722 0599 

02 6722 0511 (fa x) 
Ambulanc e Em ergen cy 000 
 In verell S ta tion  131 233 
Hospital In verell 02 6721 9500 
DNR In verell 02 6721 9800 
DPI – Forests NSW In verell 02 6722 4200 

0429 915 442 (a h) 
02 6722 5428 (fa x) 

Counc il Gwydir 02 6724 2000 
02 6724 1771 (fa x) 

Loc al Aboriginal 
Land Counc il  
 
Aboriginal Heritage 
Conservation Offic er 

An a iwa n /T in gha  
Northern  Z on e 
 
Arm ida le 

02 6723 3022 
02 6659 1200 
 
02 6776 0038 

 

Strategy Information 
Fire Season Information 

Wildfires  Ha ve b een  kn own  to sta rt a s ea rly a s la te August, b ut usua lly the poten tia l for a  
la rge fire even t is grea test b etween  Octob er a n d Decem b er.  T his period m a y 
exten d in to J a n ua ry in  m ore severe yea rs. 

 Durin g this period in  dry sea son s fires m a y exhib it high in ten sity b eha viour 
un der win dy con dition s. 

Presc ribed Burning 
(NPW S  Fire Ma n a gem en t Ma n ua l 4.7) 

 Autum n  to la te W in ter.  Burn in g is possib le in  ea rly S prin g b ut n ot desira b le on  
a  regula r b a sis from  a n  ecologica l or tourism  poin t of view. 

Suppression Strategies 
Current FDR Forec ast FDR  

Low – Mod Low – Mod  Un derta ke direct, pa ra llel or in direct a tta ck a lon g existin g con ta in m en t lin es. 
 W here pra ctica b le con sider m a xim isin g the fire a rea  in  a ccorda n ce with the 

requirem en ts of a n y proposed prescrib ed b urn s. 
Low – Mod = > High  In  order to m in im ise the fire a rea  a n d secure the fla n ks a s soon  a s possib le, 

un derta ke direct, pa ra llel or in direct a tta ck a lon g the closest con ta in m en t lin es. 
 Pa y pa rticula r a tten tion  to the fla n k on  the n ext predicted down  win d side. 

High All  Un derta ke in direct a tta ck a lon g existin g or n ewly con structed con ta in m en t 
lin es. 

 S ecure a n d deepen  con ta in m en t lin es a lon g the n ext predicted down win d side 
of the fire. 

 If a pplica b le con sider b roa der tha n  n orm a l con ta in m en t stra tegies to a void 
wa sted effort a n d high risk of fa ilure. 

All All  En sure there is sufficien t tim e to secure con ta in m en t lin es prior to the fire 
im pa ctin g upon  them ; otherwise fa ll b a ck to the n ext poten tia l lin e. 
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This strate gy should be  use d in conjunction w ith ae rial photography and fie ld re connaissance  
during incide nts and the  de ve lopm e nt of incide nt action plans. 

T hese da ta  a re n ot gua ra n teed to b e free from  error or om ission .   T he Depa rtm en t of En viron m en t & Clim a te Cha n ge 
NSW a n d its em ployees discla im  lia b ility for a n y a ct don e on  the in form a tion  in  the da ta  a n d a n y con sequen ces of such a cts 
or om ission s.  T he Pa rks a n d Wildlife Group is pa rt of the Depa rtm en t of En viron m en t & Clim a te Cha n ge NSW. 
T his docum en t is copyright. Apa rt from  a n y fa ir dea lin g for the purpose of study, resea rch criticism  or review, 
a s perm itted un der the copyright Act, n o pa rt m a y b e reproduced b y a n y process without written  perm ission .  

Pub lished b y the Depa rtm en t of En viron m en t & Clim a te Cha n ge NSW, March 2008 
Con ta ct: Pa rks & Wildlife Group, Northern Tablelands Region PO Box 402 Armidale NSW 2350 

ISBN: 978 1 74122 706 2 DEC Num be r: 2008/23 Last U pdate d:  26 Mar 2008 
 This strate gy is a re le vant Plan unde r Se ction  38 (4) 

and Se ction 44 (3) of Rural Fire s Act 1997. 

Endorse d by:  Date : 26/06 /08  
       Director Northern, Parks & Wildlife Group  

 

Depa rtm en t of 
Environm e nt & Clim ate  Change  NSW 

Operational Guidelines 
Refer to Strategy for Fire Management 2003 and Fire Management Manual 2007. 

Brief a ll person n el in volved in  suppression  opera tion s on  the followin g issues: 
Resourc e Guidelines 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage  
Site Management 
(NPW S  FMM 4.11) 

 Brief a ll person n el in volved in  con ta in m en t lin e con struction  &/or vehicle b a sed fire 
suppression  opera tion s, on  site loca tion s a n d the required m a n a gem en t stra tegies 
a ppropria te to the site type. 

 En sure close lia ison  with the releva n t S ites Officer in  order to check for &/or 
iden tify n ew sites. 

Historic  Heritage Management 
(NPW S  FMM 4.12) 

No kn own  sites in  reserve.  If n ew sites a re loca ted con sult with a  sen ior NPW S  officer. 

Threatened Fauna Management 
(NPW S  FMM 4.12 & 5.2) 

No kn own  sites in  reserve.  If n ew sites a re loca ted con sult with a  sen ior NPW S  officer. 

Threatened Flora Management 
(NPW S  FMM 4.12 & 5.1) 

 Brief a ll person n el in volved in  fire suppression  opera tion s, on  site loca tion  a n d the 
required m a n a gem en t stra tegies a ppropria te to the site type. 

 W here pra ctica b le protect popula tion s or in dividua ls from  fire if the fire threshold 
ha s b een  exceeded, or if the species is a n  ob liga te seeder, or if the fire threshold 
a n d/or the fire respon se ca tegory is un kn own . 

Threatened Property  W here possib le property own ers with a ssets a t risk from  a  wildfire even t should b e 
kept in form ed rega rdin g the progress of the fire; a n d a sked for a ssessm en t of their 
curren t level of a sset protection  prepa redn ess.  

General Guidelines 
Aerial Water Bombing 
(NPW S  FMM 4.5 & 5.1 / NS W  Fire 
Agen cies Avia tion  S OPs O2 / 
NPW S  Guidelin es for Effective 
Aircra ft Ma n a gem en t) 

 T he use of b om b in g a ircra ft should support con ta in m en t opera tion s b y a ggressively 
a tta ckin g hotspots a n d spot-overs. 

 T he use of b om b in g a ircra ft without the support of groun d b a sed suppression  crews 
should b e lim ited to very specific circum sta n ces. 

 W here pra ctica b le foa m  should b e used to in crea se the effectiven ess of the wa ter. 
 Groun d crews m ust b e a lerted to wa ter b om b in g opera tion s. 

Aerial Ignition 
(NPW S  FMM 4.8 & 4.5 & 2.12 / 
NS W  Fire Agen cies Avia tion  S OPs 
O2-4 / NPW S  Guidelin es for 
Effective Aircra ft Ma n a gem en t) 

 Aeria l ign ition  m a y b e used durin g b a ck-b urn in g or fuel reduction  opera tion s where 
pra ctica b le, b ut on ly with the prior con sen t of a  sen ior NPW S  officer.  

 Utilise in cen dia ries to ra pidly progress b a ck-b urn s down  slope where required. 

Bac kburning 
(NPW S  FMM 4.8) 

 T em pera ture a n d hum idity tren ds m ust b e m on itored ca refully to determ in e the 
sa fest tim es to im plem en t b a ck-b urn s.  Gen era lly, when  the FDI is Very High or 
grea ter, b a ckb urn in g should com m en ce when  the hum idity b egin s to rise in  the la te 
a ftern oon  or ea rly even in g.  W ith a  lower FDI b a ckb urn in g m a y b e sa fely 
un derta ken  durin g the da y. 

 W here pra ctica b le, clea r a  1m  ra dius a roun d dea d a n d fib rous b a rked trees a dja cen t 
to con ta in m en t lin es prior to b a ckb urn in g, or wet down  these trees a s pa rt of the 
b a ckb urn  ign ition . 

 Avoid ign ition  of b a ckb urn s a t the b ottom  of slopes where a  lon g a n d in ten se up 
slope b urn  is likely.  

Command & Control 
(NPW S  FMM 4.3) 

 T he first com b a ta n t a gen cy on  site m a y a ssum e con trol of the fire, b ut then  m ust 
en sure the releva n t la n d m a n a gem en t a gen cy is n otified prom ptly. 

 On  the a rriva l of other com b a ta n t a gen cies, the in itia l in ciden t con troller will con sult 
with rega rd to the on goin g com m a n d, con trol a n d in ciden t m a n a gem en t tea m  
requirem en ts a s per the releva n t BFMC Pla n  of Opera tion s. 

Containment Lines 
(NPW S  FMM 2.3 & 4.9) 

 Con struction  of n ew con ta in m en t lin es should b e a voided, where pra ctica b le, except 
where they ca n  b e con structed with m in im a l en viron m en ta l im pa ct.  New 
con ta in m en t lin es require the prior con sen t of a  sen ior NPW S  officer. 

 W here pra ctica b le, con ta in m en t lin es should b e sta b ilised a n d reha b ilita ted a s pa rt of 
the wildfire suppression  opera tion . 

 All con ta in m en t lin es n ot required for other purposes should b e closed a t the 
cessa tion  of the in ciden t. 

 All person a l in volved in  con ta in m en t lin e con struction  should b e b riefed on  b oth 
n a tura l a n d cultura l herita ge sites in  the loca tion . 

Earthmoving Eq uipment 
(NPW S  FMM 4.4 & 2.3) 

 Ea rthm ovin g equipm en t m a y on ly b e used with the prior con sen t of a  sen ior NPW S  
officer, a n d then  on ly if the prob a b ility of its success is high. 

 Ea rthm ovin g equipm en t m ust b e a lwa ys guided a n d supervised b y a n  experien ced 
officer, a n d a ccom pa n ied b y a  support vehicle.  W hen  en ga ged in  direct or pa ra llel 
a tta ck this vehicle m ust b e a  firefightin g vehicle. 

 Con ta in m en t lin es con structed b y ea rthm ovin g equipm en t should con sider the 
protection  of dra in a ge fea tures, ob serve the T hrea ten ed S pecies a n d Cultura l 
Herita ge Opera tion a l Guidelin es, a n d b e surveyed, where possib le, to iden tify 
un kn own  cultura l herita ge sites. 

 Ea rthm ovin g equipm en t should b e wa shed down , where pra ctica b le, prior to it 
en terin g NPW S  esta te. 

Fire Advantage Rec ording  All fire a dva n ta ges used durin g wildfire suppression  opera tion s m ust b e m a pped a n d 
where releva n t a dded to the da ta b a se. 

Fire Suppression Chemic als 
(NPW S  FMM 4.5 & 4.10) 

 W ettin g a n d foa m in g a gen ts (surfa cta n ts) a re perm itted for use in  wildfire 
suppression . 

 T he use of fire reta rda n t is on ly perm itted with the prior con sen t of the sen ior NPW S  
officer, a n d should b e a voided where rea son a b le a ltern a tives a re a va ila b le. 

 Exclude the use of surfa cta n ts a n d reta rda n ts within  50m  of ra in forest, wa tercourses, 
da m s a n d swa m ps. 

 Area s where fire suppression  chem ica ls a re used m ust b e m a pped a n d the used 
product’s n a m e recorded. 

 T he T hrea ten ed S pecies Opera tion a l Guidelin es a re to b e ob served. 
Rehabilitation 
(NPW S  FMM 5.1) 

 W here pra ctica b le, con ta in m en t lin es should b e sta b ilised a n d reha b ilita ted a s pa rt of 
the wildfire suppression  opera tion . 

Smoke Management 
(NPW S  FMM 2.10) 

 T he poten tia l im pa cts of sm oke a n d possib le m itiga tion  ta ctics m ust b e con sidered 
when  pla n n in g for wildfire suppression  a n d prescrib ed b urn in g opera tion s. 

 If sm oke b ecom es a  ha za rd on  loca l roa ds or highwa ys, the police a n d releva n t 
m edia  m ust b e n otified. 

 S m oke m a n a gem en t m ust b e in  a ccorda n ce with releva n t RT A tra ffic m a n a gem en t 
guidelin es. 

Visitor Management 
(NPW S  FMM 2.13 & 3.4) 

 T he reserve m a y b e closed to the pub lic durin g periods of extrem e fire da n ger or 
durin g wildfire suppression  opera tion s. 

 

Risk M a n a gem en t In form a tion

First Re sponse  Com m unications Plan – Gw ydir SCA & NP 
Se rvice  Channe l Incide nt Location and Com m e nts 
NPWS - V HF 336 IM T  to Div Com  Bin ga ra  Bora  
NPWS - V HF 636 Firegroun d Ca r to Ca r cha n n el (a ll cla sses) 
NPWS - V HF (Porta b le Repea ter) 24 Firegroun d Stored a t Glen  In n es (T ra n sporta b le).  Source a n d deploy a s required. 
RFS - PM R - U HF       IM T  to Div Com        
Forests NSW  - V HF       Firegroun d       
CB - U HF 15 Firegroun d Cha n n el a s a ppropria te.  (Div Com , CL to Con tra ctors) 
Aircra ft - V HF 119.10 IM T  - Aircra ft       
M ob ile Phon e – Next G Yes IM T  – Div Com  On  high groun d 
Sa tellite Phon e 0147162100 IM T  – Div Com  Stored a t Glen  In n es 
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