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This strategy should be used in conjunction with aerial photography and field reconnaissance during incidents and the development of incident action plans.  
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44 (3) of Rural Fires Act 1997. T he NS W  Na tiona l Pa rks a nd W ildlife S ervice is pa rt of the Office of Environment a nd Herita ge. Published by the Office of Environment a nd 
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Map Details Related Documents 
Datum: Geocentric Da tum of Austra lia  (GDA) 1994 
Projection: Ma p Grid of Austra lia  (MGA) Z one 55 
Data: S pot S a tellite Ima gery: 2005.  

1:50k Topographic Map:  
Abercrombie 8730- S   
Scale: Note sca les a re true when printed on A1 
size pa per 

OEH Fire Ma na gement Ma nua l 2013 - 
2014. 

 

 
Threatened Sites Guidelines 
Cultural and Historic Heritage Site Management  

 As fa r a s possible protect the site from fire  
 Avoid a ll ground disturba nce including the use of ea rthmoving ma chinery, ha ndline construction a nd driving over sites  
 Avoid wa ter bombing which ma y ca use ground disturba nce  
 Use of foa ms, wetting a gents & reta rda nt is a ccepta ble  
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Suppression Strategies 
Strategy Guidelines 

Direct 
Atta ck 

 
(T his stra tegy 
should be the 

first 
considera tion in 

order to 
minimise the 
a rea  burnt) 

 

For this stra tegy to be successful the following 
pa ra meters need to be considered: 
 
FDI <100  a nd a  FDR of High or below 
Fla me Height <1.5m 
OFH –  Low to Mod 
S ufficient resources need to be a va ila ble 
 
T he use of suita ble hea vy pla nt is permissible 
provided tha t close conta inment of the fire ca n 
be a chieved. 
 
Fire beha viour ca n be erra tic due to 
concentra tion a nd continuity of gra ss fuels. 

Indirect 
Atta ck 

 
(If direct a tta ck 
is not possible 

then this 
stra tegy is the 

preferred 
option). 

 

T his option is genera lly implemented a s pa rt of a  
much broa der conta inment stra tegy tha t utilises 
a  combina tion of ground crews, wa ter bombing 
a ircra ft, hea vy pla nt, control lines (existing fire 
tra ils) a nd other fire control a dva nta ges such a s 
low or discontinuous fuel a rea s. 
 
T his stra tegy is genera lly considered when the 
following pa ra meters a pply: 
 
FDI >100+ a nd FDR is Very High or a bove 
Fla me Height > 1.5m 
OFH –  High to Extreme 

Fire Season Information 

Wildfires 
 T he critica l wildfire sea son genera lly occurs from October/November to Ma rch/April. 
 Dry lightning storms frequently occur a nd typica l fire wea ther conditions a re winds from the west to the north, 

high da y time tempera tures a nd low humidity 
 Pa rticula r ca re is required following periods of W inter ra in a nd a fter periods of nega tive S outhern Oscilla tion 

Indices. 

Prescribed Burning 
 Prescribed burning should genera lly be underta ken during winter or ea rly S pring  
 Ca re should be ta ken to ensure a  low intensity burn over most of the a rea  trea ted but some a rea s ma y require 

a  modera te to high intensity burn. 
 

N

E

Bushfire Risk Management Strategies & Fire History

 

Vegetation Map Legend 
Broad 

Vegetation 
Class 

Vegetation 
Type Biodiversity Thresholds Fire Behaviour 

Gra ssla nd 
Gra ssla nds 

(va rious 
communities) 

An interva l between fire events less tha n 3 
yea rs a nd grea ter tha n 10 yea rs should be 
a voided. 

High intensity fa st moving fire once gra sses ha ve 
cured. Fire beha viour is domina ted by winds, both 
speed a nd direction. Even in very low fuel, gra ss 
fires ca n be erra tic a nd fa st moving. In ephemera l 
yea rs fire intensity will be higher a nd in drought 
yea rs minima l growth will result in modera te fire 
beha viour but potentia lly still fa st moving 
depending on wea ther conditions a t the time. 
Potentia l spotting from trees. 

Ephemeral 
Conditions 

Ephemera l fuel conditions occur a fter consecutive yea rs of effective ra infa ll a nd significa nt flooding events. T his 
in turn lea ds to the growth a nd build up of fine surfa ce fuels such a s gra sses a nd herbs, which ca n crea te a  
continuous fuel loa d a cross all of the a bove vegeta tion communities. As a  result expect higher fire intensity. 

 
 

Fire Management Zones 

Asset 
Protection 

Zones 

T he objective of APZs is the 
protection of huma n life a nd 

property. T his will ha ve 
precedence over guidelines 

for the ma na gement of 
biodiversity. Ma inta in 

Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t 
Modera te or below. 

Land 
Management 

Zones 

T he objective of LMZs is to 
conserve biodiversity a nd 

protect cultura l a nd historic 
herita ge. 

Ma na ge fire consistent with 
fire thresholds. 

 

0 0.25 0.5 km
Scale

± 1:7,000

 

 
 
 
 

Communications Information 
Service Channel Location and 

Comments 
NPW S  VHF 

291 
295 
290 

 Ka dina  T rig 
 Mt Meeha n 
 W RR Vote Group 

RFS  Digita l PMR W 014  Mt Boda ngora   

Forestry 
Corpora tion VHF 

Repea ter 
03 or 144  Mt Ca nobola s 

Mobile phone covera ge is good 

 
Operational Guidelines 

Brief a ll personnel involved in suppression opera tions on the following issues using the S MEACCS  forma t: 
General Guidelines 

Aerial Water 
Bombing 

 Aeria l W a ter Bombing is not recommended for this reserve. 
 

Back-burning 
  

 T empera ture a nd humidity trends must be monitored ca refully to determine the sa fest times to 
implement ba ck-burns.  

 Genera lly, when the FDI is Very High or grea ter, ba ck-burning should only commence when the 
humidity begins to rise in the la te a fternoon or ea rly evening,  

 Ba ck-burning ma y be sa fely underta ken during the da y only when FDI is low 
 Ba ck-burning in a rea s of Low –  Modera te OFH will require the use of wind, or low humidity to 

ma ximise effectiveness, 
 Use pa ra llel conta inment lines when a pplica ble, 
 All personnel must be fully briefed before ba ck-burning opera tions begin. Brief to include loca tions of 

known a nd potentia l cultura l herita ge a nd threa tened species sites. 
 Approva l from the IC is required prior to commencement of ba ck-burning opera tions. 

Command & 
Control 
  

 S ta nda rd Incident Ma na gement S ystems a re to be a pplied, 
 T he first comba ta nt a gency on site ma y a ssume control of the fire, but then must ensure the releva nt 

la nd ma na gement a gency is notified promptly.  
 On the a rriva l of other comba ta nt a gencies, the Incident Controller will consult with rega rd to the 

ongoing comma nd, control a nd incident ma na gement tea m requirements a s per the releva nt BFMC 
Pla n of Opera tions. 

Containment Lines  Construction of new conta inment lines is not permissible in this reserve. 
 Existing fea tures such a s roa ds/ra ilwa y/dra ina ge cha nnels a re a va ila ble on a ll sides of the reserve. 

Earthmoving 
Equipment 

 No ea rthmoving equipment is permitted in the reserve.  
 Ploughing is not permitted under a ny circumsta nces. 
 Mecha nica l ha za rd reduction works ma y be underta ken in the reserve using light pla nt such a s rubber 

tyred tra ctors / sla sher combina tions ma y be used to support ground crews in open a rea s. 

Fire Suppression 
Chemicals 
  

 T he use of foa ms a nd gels (surfa cta nts) is permitted on the reserve. 
 T he use of fire reta rda nts a re only permitted with the prior consent of the senior NPW S  officer a nd 

should be a voided where rea sona ble a lterna tives a re a va ila ble. 
 T he a eria l a pplica tion use foa m, gels a nd reta rda nts requires the a pprova l of a  NPW S  S enior Officer. 
 Area s where fire suppression chemica ls a re used must be ma pped a nd the used product’s na me 

recorded. 
 T he T hrea tened S ites Guidelines conta ined within this RFMS  a re to be observed.  

Structural Fire 
Fighting 

 OEH personnel a re not tra ined in structura l fire fighting a nd must not enter a  structure in order to 
underta ke structura l fire fighting, 

 Fire suppression a ctivities ma y be underta ken from outside a  structure in a ccorda nce with the policies 
in the NPW S  FMM, in order to protect a  built a sset. 

WARNINGS  Bewa re of a ny ga s bottles on the reserve a nd a ny da ngerous goods stora ge a rea s, 
 LOOKOUT for unma pped overhea d powerlines. 

Contact Information 
Agency Position / Location Phone 

National Parks 
& Wildlife Service 

Duty Officer 02 6332 6350 
Centra l W est Office - Ba thurst 02 63327640 

NSW RFS Orana Team 
Fire Control Centre - Dubbo 02 6881 3900 
Duty Officer (whole zone) 02 6889 5975 
Lyndon W iela nd (Z one 
Ma na ger) 0418 636 966 

Fire and Rescue NSW W ellington 02 6845 2222 

Forestry Corporation 
Fire Line 0408 675 211 
W estern Region Office - Dubbo 02 6841 4288 
W a rwick Bra tby (Regiona l 
Ma na ger) 

02 6841 4202     
0427 687 565 

Emergency Services  000 

SES 
S ta tewide 13 2500 
Duty Officer - Ma cqua rie Region 
- Dubbo 02 6882 2222 

Police W ellington 02 6840 2099 
Hospital W ellington  

Dubbo Ba se 
02 6840 7200 
02 6885 8666 

Council W ellington  
Emergency (After Hours)  

02 6840 1729 
02 6840 1700 

Local Aboriginal Land 
Council W ellington 02 6845 1606 
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Evaluation of Biodiversity Thresholds  

Within 
Threshold 

W ithin the threshold for vegeta tion 
in this a rea . S pecies ha ve ha d 
sufficient time to ma ture a nd 
reproduce, a nd for ha bita ts to 
develop.  A fire event is neither required nor 

should one necessarily be 
avoided. 

Long 
Unburnt 

Underburnt, excessive time since 
la st fire, species ma y become 
extinct.  A fire event may be ecologically 

advantageous. Consider allowing 
unplanned fires to burn  

NB. Fire thresholds are defined for vegetation communities 
to conserve biodiversity  

 

Status of Biodiversity Thresholds

Vegetation Map

Scale± 0 0.1 0.2 km
1:10,000

Scale± 0 0.1 0.2 km
1:10,000


