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OPERATIONALGUIDELINES 
ACTIV ITY  OP ER ATIONALGU IDELINES 

 W here NP W Sisnotthe firstresponding authority toarrive ata fire on NP W Slands,a 
competentofficerofthe firstfire authority willdirectfire managementactivitiesuntilaCommand, controland competentNP W SOfficerassumescontrol(unless agreementshave been made).In theFire fighting interim,the OEH Area ManagerorR egionalDuty Officerwillestablish and maintain contactarrangements with the firstfire authority to jconfirmfire managementob ectivesand strategies.Fire R esponse The use ofearthmoving equipment,retardantand aerialburning techniqueswillonly be permitted subjecttothe approvalofthe OEH Liaison Officeratthe incident,orin accordance 
with the objectivesstated in the BFMCplansofoperations.

Aerial bombing and aerialignitions permissible in thisR eserve.water are  
 W hile aircraftcan assistin ‘k nock ing down’fire and reducing rate ofspread,ground crewsareAircraftOperations criticaltoensure containment. Allairoperationsmustbe fully integrated with ground operationsand incidentmanagementto 
ensure safet y and maximise effectiveness.

The controland command ofthe burn operation willbe in accordance with the Incident
ManagementStrategy , with overallsupervision by the IncidentController.

Operationalbriefingsand safety check swillbe conducted before the ignitionofthe burn to 
ensure personnelsafety,public safety and operationalsuccess. 

Controllinesmustbe sufficienttocontain the burn underthe conditionsanticipated. 
Adequate resourcesmustbe committed toensure the safety ofpersonneland containmentof
the burn in the time specified forthe operation.Burning Operations The light-upmethodsand sequenceswillensure containmentofthe burn and safety of
firefighters. 

Adequate meansofcommunicationmustbe available toallpersonnelinvolved in burning 
operations. 

Aback -burn should be conducted only when both fueland weatherconditionsare suitable for
the containmentofthe burn.Thismay be atnightwhen itiscoolerand more humid,aftera 
wind shiftor  aftera coolchange.lull,or  

Existing constructed trailsshould be used forcontaining bushfireswhereverpossible. 
Temporary fire controllinesmay be constructed orestablished tocontain bushfiresand 
prescribed burnswithin predetermined boundaries.W here necessary,rehabilitationor 
restorationoftemporarily constructed controllineswillbe undertak en. 

Alltrailswillbe constructed and maintained tothe standardsprescribed inGuidelines for the
Planning, Construction and Maintenance of Tracks(DepartmentofLand and W ater
Conservation,1994).

Fire Controllines Earth moving equipmentmustbe supervised and guided by an experienced NP W Sofficerora 
person recognised to be appropriately experienced.

Asfaraspossible,controllinesare nottobe improved orconstructed in the areasidentified on
the operationsmap. 

Dormanttrailsmay be used asa strategic controlline during an incident,howeverthey may 
need some wor clearregenerating vegetation and fallen timbers.mechanical k to  

 R ak e fuelaway fromthe base offibrous-bark ed trees,and fromaround logsclose tothe edge 
ofthe controllines. 

Earthmoving equipmentmay be used forfire operations,based on predicted successoffire 
suppression and anticipated impactstosensitive environments.H owever,asfaraspossible, 
controllinesare nottobe improved orconstructed in the areasidentified on the operations 
map. 

 W hen the incidentcontrollerisnotan OEH officer,approvalmustbe gained fromthe R egional
Managerorotherseniorofficerbefore earthmoving equipmentisdeploy ed foruse on OEH  
managed land. 

Earth moving equipmentmustbe supervised and guided by an experienced NP W Sofficerora
Earthmoving equipment person recognised be appropriately experienced.to  

Allearthmoving equipmentemploy ed in fire operationsmustbe accompanied by a support 
vehicle thathasequipmentavailable tocontactsupportpersonnelin an emergency .Earth 
moving equipmentinvolved in directorparallelattack mustbe accompanied by eithera Cat9
fire unitor fire k forsafety purposes.a tan er  

Atthe startofa shift,alloperatorsand guidesmustbe briefed on safety considerationsand 
actionsto to preventdamage sensitive naturaland culturalheritage. 

Allearthmoving equipmentshould be washed down before entering OEH managed landsin 
orderto or preventthe potentialrelocationofweeds pathogens.

The use offire suppression chemicalsispermitted within the R eserve.H owever,asfaras 
possible,exclude the use offire suppression chemicalswithin 100mofwatercoursesand
dams,  areas on .in the NaturalTemperate Grassland EEC,and identified the operationsmap 

 R etardantsshould only be applied where there isa high probability thattheiruse willbe 
successful.W heneverretardantsare tobe used,preference should be given tousing

Fire suppression retardantsbased on ammoniumsulphate.
chemicals ForClass1and 2fires,the ofretardants firstbe approved by R use must the egionalmanager 

ordelegated officer.ForClass3fires,the IncidentControllerorOEH liaisonofficermustnotify
the R to .egionalManagerofthe intention lay retardant 

 W hen intensive application offire chemicalshasoccurred,considermapping and recording as 
partofthe fire history and fire managementofthe R eserve.Thisinformation should be stored
in a  GIS,and used forpossible future monitoring.

Apost-fire rehabilitationplanmustbe prepared ifthe fire managementstrategiesand tactics
P ostfire rehabilitation have produced, have the potential produce,long lasting impacts.or to  

The rehabilitationprocessshould be addressed in incidentaction planning. 
The potentialimpactsofsmok e and possible mitigation tacticsmustbe considered when 
planning forwildfire suppression and prescribed burning operations. 

 W here there ispotentialforsmok e oractivitiesfromwildfiresand prescribed burning toimpactSmok e management onpublic road traffic orpublic transport,liaise in advance (where possible)with the relevant 
authority,eg.R MS.Atrafficmanagementplan,incorporating the use ofsafety signs,willbe
developed as Ppartofthe IncidentAction lan. 

Accesstowatersuppliesonprivate property willbe negotiated priortouse,exceptaccording
W atersupplies toS44provisions. 

Arrangements y be made replace used afterthe fire,as ma  to water  required.
 

NATURALHERITAGEGUIDELINES 
W here possible; 

 Minimise size and intensity ofwildfires. 
 Exceptfor protection,fire should only be applied in response a asset  to demonstrated lossofbiodiversity. 
 Fire willbe introduced in accordance with the biodiversity fire regime thresholds.P rescribed burns,and where 

possible back burning,should exclude areasofrestoration ornewplanting,unlessintroduced forecological 
purposes. 

 Avoid implementation ofprescribed burnsduring Spring,and during timesofprolonged drought.Minimise
introductionofhigh intensity firesduring prescribed burning operations.  

 Avoid the use ofearth moving equipmentand fire suppression chemicalsin the naturaltemperate grassland 
community  Minimise the ofearthmoving equipmentand fire,and the threatened planttranslocations. use 
suppression chemicalsin areasofrestoration ornewplanting. 

 Ifbiomasscontrolmeasuresare required,apply tonomore than 10%ofthe site atany one event.Monitor
impactsofcontrolon groundlay ervigour,structure,speciesdiversity and abundance.  

 Avoid damaging/felling hollow-bearing and nest/feed treeswhen establishing controllines,mopping upand during 
prescribed burning.During mopupactivitiestry toextinguish fire ratherthan falling tree.Ifhabitattreesare
located on controllinesremove fuelfrombase oftree,priortoprescribed burning orback burning. 

 

FIRESEASONINFORMATION 
The criticalfire seasonoccursbetween mid Novemberand February,when seasonalconditionshave the highestpotentialto 
sustain fire.P eriodsofprolonged droughtmay extend the fire season. 
Any proposed prescribed burning should be avoided during Spring,and during timesofprolonged drought. 
During the fire seasonprevailing windsduring the day are fromthe north west. 
 

FIRESUPPRESSIONSTRATEGIES 
FFDI OP ER ATIONALGU IDELINES
General  R esponse tofire willbe determined by incidentappreciation and situation analy sisand will 

considerwarningsand safety messagescontained in standard operating procedures. 
 R esponse strategiesshould be based on the currentand forecastrate ofspread and directionof
the fire. 

 Safety and the protection ofhuman life isthe firstpriority in fire managementoperationsand the 
primary consideration atalltimes,followed by protectionofcommunity and environmental 
assets. 

 Drainage lineswithin the reserve have deeperosion gullieswhich may impede vehicle access.
Alsoa crews y islimited.safety hazard forground when visibilit  

 Ifpossible fire should be excluded from ofrestoration r planting.areas onew 
CurrentLow-Mod &  ndertakU e reconnaissance and monitoring.ForecastLow-Mod  ndertak e  or attac  U direct,parallel indirect k along existing containmentlines.

 W here practicable,considermaximising the fire area in accordance with the requirementsofany  
proposed prescribed burnsidentified in Bushfire ManagementCommittee agreements. 

 Strategiesforresponse include waterbuck eting,the use ofexisting trailsascontainmentlines, 
and where necessary,the use ofearthmoving equipmentforthe establishmentofcontainment
lines.

CurrentLow-Mod &  Inordertominimise the fire area and secure the flank sassoon aspossible,undertak e direct,ForecastH igh or> parallelor attac  indirect k along the closestcontainmentlines.
 P ay particularattention tothe flan on the predicted down wind side.k  
 Considerfallbac  k containmentstrategies.
 Strategiesforresponse include waterbuck eting,the use ofexisting trailsascontainmentlines, 
and where necessary,the use ofearthmoving equipmentforthe establishmentofcontainment
lines.

CurrentH igh or>&  Initialattack strategiesand tacticsshould be implemented tocontain firestothe smallestareaForecasthigh or> possible  
 U ndertak e indirectattack along existing ornewly constructed containment lines.
 Secure and deepen containmentlinesalong the predicted downwind side ofthe fire. 
 Allowsufficienttime tosecure containmentlinespriortothe fire impacting on them,toavoid 
wasted effortand potentialfailure. 

 P repare and implementfallback  containmentstrategies.
Fire Advantages  Streamsin the R eserve are intermittentand should notbe regarded aspassive controllines 

undernormalconditions. 

 

MANAGEMENTZONEGUIDELINES 
ZONE GU IDELINES(W ITH INTH EZONE) 

 Minimise size and intensity ofwildfires,and manage toproduce a mosaic burn pattern,where 
weatherconditionspermit. 

 P rescribed fire willbe used where deemed necessary forassetprotectionorecological
Management 
Land 

purposes.
Zone   Avoid offire suppression chemicalswithin 100mofdrainage lines.use  

 P rotectmature treesand minimise felling large and hollow bearing treesduring mopup 
activities. 

NaturalTemperate  Avoid the use ofearth moving equipmentand fire suppression chemicalsin the natural
Grassland temperate grassland community  ,and the threatened planttranslocations.

 Ifpossible fire should be excluded fromareasofrestorationornewplanting.
R estorationArea  Minimise the use ofearthmoving equipmentand fire suppression chemicalsin areasof 

restorationor planting.new  
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Southern onRangesRegi
Mcle odsCre e k
Nature veReser

Fire onsOpe rati Map 2016 
ISBN:978-1-76039-501-8,OEH 2016/0569,V ersion:October2016 

ThisMap shouldbe usedin conjunction withairphotosandgroundre connaissance during
incide ntsandthe de ve lopm e ntof incide ntaction plans. 

Copy rightNationalP ark sand W ildlife Service.These data are notguaranteed tobe free
fromerrororomission.The NationalP ark sand W ildlife Service and itsemploy ees

disclaimliability forany actdone on the information in the data and any consequencesofsuch actsoromissions.
Thismapisbased onLand and P roperty Information Standard 1:25000TopographicMapSeries.

R eproduced with permissionofLand and P roperty Information.

LIFE&PROPERTYGUIDELINES 
W here possible; 
 V isitorsin oradjacenttothe fire ground willnotbe permitted unlessauthorised by the Incident
Controller.Ifa fire break soutcheck forvisitors(preferably by air)and give directionsif 
required.The presence ofvisitorsshould be reported tothe incidentcontrollerimmediately, 
whowillarrange foran necessar.evacuation if yV isitorSafety  'ar  ' k hazard'signs be placed in used by visitorspriortoP k closed'orsmoe  must areas (FMM) undertak ing prescribed burning. 

 Notify media thatwildfire prescribed fire existswithin the eserve.or R
 Accesstrailswillbe closed tothe public during fire operations,where appropriate. 
 R eserve closure may be implemented during periodsofvery high fire danger,when thepark
isthreatened by fire, when fire isactuall reserve.or a y burning in 

AssetP rotection  efer CulturalH eritage Guidelinesforcultural R to assets.
(FMM)  heneverpossible firesshould be suppressed prior entering orleaving the W to reserve.
 
 

 

CULTURALHERITAGEGUIDELINES 
TH EME GU IDELINES 

 During Fire operations,IncidentManagementTeamsshould obtain information about
Aboriginaland historic heritage. HAboriginalsite information fromA IMSissensitive and 
subj to Memorandumof nderstanding.Site data be used appropriatel.ect a U  must y

P
Cultural 
rotection of  Briefpersonnelinvolved in controlline construction and vehicle based fire suppression 
(FMM)

H eritage operationson site locationsand the required managementstrategiesforsite protection. 
 Include in IncidentAction P lans. 

 CulturalH eritage Division staffreleased forthe purpose offire suppression activitiesshould 
operate in a specialistplanning capacity,aspartofanIncidentManagementteam,to 
ensure adequate protectionofculturalheritage during fire suppression activities.assets  

 Allfuelshould be cleared fromaround identified treeswhen carry ing outprescribed burning. 
 Fuelwillbe cleared around identified trees,where possible,aspartoffire fighting. 

Scarred orcarved trees
1  Identified should be k an  are trees mared clearly before y controllines constructed.

 Avoid trailconstruction ground disturbance within close proximity of Wnew or site. hereStone arrangements, possible,ensure site isprotected by constructing trailsorhand toollineson the advancingceremonialrings,rock  firesside.engravings,rock art, 
grinding grooves  Clear,by  fuelsfromthe site.hand,excess  

 Avoid directattack methods(including aerialwaterbombing)atk nown sites.Surfactants and retardantsin aerialline dropsmay be used adj to,but directl sites.acent  not y on  
 H azard reduction orback burning operationsshould minimise the potentialthreatofradiant2 heatand smoe  sites.k (carbon deposition)on  
 Sitesmustbe clearly defined and mark ed whereverpossible,and controllinesmustavoid

Burials,artefactscatters, (and attemptto  protect)allAboriginalsiteswheneverpossible.
middens

 
Forthe purposesofpublic exhibition, information will be display ed due obligationsunderthe FreedomofInformationAct1989,some not to 
P rivacy and ersonalInformation rotectionAct1998,regulationsand amendments,and Memorandumof nderstanding between theP P   U
DepartmentofEnvironmentand Conservation and AboriginalCommunities. 

 

RADIOCOMMUNICATIONS 
AGENCY/ CHANNEL NOTES
RESOURCE 

V OTE
GROUP 

282 Black Trig –may be marginalin sectionsofthe reserveNPWS(V HF) 280 283 MtGinini–may be marginalin sectionsofreserve. 
11-17 NP W Ssimplexfire ground channelsNPWS(V HF) n/aFIREGROUND 41-60 R FSfire ground channels1-20 

Consultwith R FStodetermine primary communicationsduring anRFS(PMR) - S015 incident. 

RHS(UHF)CB - Determine as required.- 
119.10MH z
120.80MH z 

State
State
State 

wide 
wide 
wide 

Unauthorised andAIRCRAFTCOMMUNICATIONS 122.80MH z inappropriate use of(Fire CommunicationTrafficAdvisory 123.45MH z P ilots(chitchat)“The Numbers”channel Aviation Channels is aFrequenciesF-CTAF) 128.70MH z State
State 

wide criminal offence
132.75MH z W ide 

Mobile Phone Cove rage –generally ,the coverage isgood,howevermay be marginalin gully areas. 

CONTACTPHONENUMBERS 
PARKS AND WILDLIFE GROUP RURAL FIRE SERVICE EMERGENCY SERVICES 000
Queanb an ice  62297166 YassFre 62263100 bey AreaOff (B/H) i ControlCentre POLICE–Quean eyan 62980599
Queanb an ice  62297004   - i g 48451244ey AreaOff Fax Gunn n
Queanb an  62978601 Brg -Gundaroo  -ey AreaWorkshop i ade 
Inc dentAnswerng i e   AMBULANCEi i Servc (A/H) 1800629104   000Tum utOffce  69477000 i (24Hr) 87415400 SESQueanbeyan 61283400i (B/H) StateOperatons 
ndayneOff (B/H)Ji b ice  64505555 COUNCILS Fi & es ue 62972332re R c QBNOTHER ORGANISATIONS YassValleyShire 62261477 NEIGHBOUR INFROMATIONWi c (24Hr) 62991966 g b i 62974152ldare  Nam rlLALC e dataConsultSR R g ion bases 
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