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Communications Information 
Service Channel Location and Comments 
N P W S - 

V HF 
134 M ulgoa 
130  V ote 
Ch annel 

 G ood coverage 

N P W S/R F
S – V HF 

R FS FG  1-
20 

N P W S FG  
41-60 

 R FS and N P W S radios can 
ch at on same fireground 
ch annels 

 N P W S FG  ch annel is 
numbered 40 h igh er th an 
R FS FG  ch annel 

U HF - CB 1 - 99 
 Available in most N SW FB and 

R FS veh icles 
 Ch oose ch annel on fire-

ground w ith  N SW FB and R FS 
M obile 

P h one - 
G SM  

-  G ood coverage 

 

Contact Information 
Agency Position / Location Phone 

NSW National Parks 
& Wildlife Service 

Duty O fficer (Call Centre) (02) 8579 0609 
Cumberland Area M anager 0419 753 787 
Fire M anagement O fficer 9542 0636 
Cumberland Area O ffice 4572 3100 

(fax) 4580 2714 
M SW  R egional M anager 9542 0643 

Cumberland Zone  
NSW Rural Fire Service 

24 Hours  
Business Hours 
Fax 

4734 7777 
4737 8717 

SES Emergency 000 
W estern Sydney R egion 8811 7700 

Police 
Emergency 000 
P enrith  
Blacktow n 

4721 9444 
9671 9199 

Ambulance 
Emergency 000 
W estern Sydney and N epean Blue M ountains 
Sector 

4731 2167 
(fax) 4731 4501 

Hospital N epean 4734 2000 
Haw kesbury District Health  Service 4560 5555 

Local Aboriginal Land Council Deerubbin LALC 4724 5600 
Council 

P enrith  Council 4732 7777 
Blacktow n Council 
24 Hours 

9839 6000 
1300 133 491 

 

Map Details  
Datum: G eocentric  Datum of Australia (ADA) 1994 
Projection:  Map G rid (MG Z) Zone 56 Aerial Photography: public_N SW _Imagery - © Land and P roperty Information 2015 

1:25k Topographic Map:  R iverstone 90301S  
 
 

Fire Season Information 
Wildfires 

T h e statutory w ildfire season occurs betw een 1st 
O ctober and 31st M arch . T h is may be extended if 
w eath er conditions lead to increased fire danger 
outside of th is period. 

Prescribed 
Burning 

(N P W S FM M  4.7) 
P rescribed burning in th is area is normally 
undertaken in Spring th rough  to Autumn. 

 
Operational Guidelines 

Refer to Strategy for Fire Management 2003 and Fire Management Manual 2005 . 
Brief all personnel involved in suppression operations on th e follow ing issues: 

General Guidelines 

Aerial Water 
Bombing 

(N P W S FM M  4.7 / N SW  Fire 
Agencies Aviation SO P s O 2 / 

N P W S G uidelines for 
Effective Aircraft 

M anagement) 

 T h e use of bombing aircraft sh ould support containment operations by 
aggressively attacking h otspots and spot-overs. 

 Consult w ith  Sydney catch ment Auth ority (SCA) if planning to use th e 
prospect R eservoir.  

 Ensure th e equipment used w ill not introduce ch emicals or w eed 
propagules into th e reservoir. 

 T h e use of bombing aircraft w ith out th e support of ground based 
suppression crew s sh ould be limited to very specific circumstances. 

 G round crew s must be alerted to w ater bombing operations. 
Aerial Ignition 

(N P W S FM M  4.11.5 & 4.4 / 
N SW  Fire Agencies Aviation 

SO P s O 2-4 / N P W S 
G uidelines for Effective 
Aircraft M anagement) 

 Aerial ignition may be used during back-burning or fuel reduction 
operations w h ere practicable, but only w ith  th e prior consent of N P W S 
R egional M anager or Section 44 delegate.  

 U tilise incendiaries to rapidly progress back-burns dow n slope w h ere 
required. 

Burning Operation 
(N P W S FM M  4.11) 

 T emperature and h umidity trends must be monitored carefully to 
determine th e safest times to implement back-burns.  G enerally, w h en 
th e FDI is V ery High  or greater, backburning sh ould commence w h en 
th e h umidity begins to rise in th e late afternoon or early evening.  W ith  
a low er FDI backburning may be safely undertaken during th e day. 

 W h ere practicable, clear a 1m radius around dead and fibrous barked 
trees adjacent to containment lines prior to backburning, or w et dow n 
th ese trees as part of th e backburn ignition. 

 Avoid ignition of backburns at th e bottom of slopes w h ere a long and 
intense up slope burn is likely.  

Coordinated 
Response 

Arrangements 
(N P W S FM M  4.1.3 &4.2.3) 

 T h e first combatant agency on site may assume control of th e fire, but 
th en must ensure th e relevant land management agency is notified 
promptly. 

 O n th e arrival of oth er combatant agencies, th e initial incident 
controller w ill consult w ith  regard to th e ongoing command, control and 
incident management team requirements as per th e relevant BFM C 
P lan of O perations. 

Fire Control Line 
(N P W S FM M  4.9) 

 Construction of new  containment lines sh ould be avoided, w h ere 
practicable, except w h ere th ey can be constructed w ith  minimal 
environmental impact.  N ew  containment lines require th e prior 
consent of a senior N P W S officer. 

 W h ere practicable, containment lines sh ould be stabilised and 
reh abilitated as part of th e w ildfire suppression operation. 

 All containment lines not required for oth er purposes sh ould be closed 
at th e cessation of th e incident. 

 All personnel involved in containment line construction sh ould be 
briefed on both  natural and cultural h eritage sites in th e location. 

Earthmoving 
Equipment 

(N P W S FM M  4.10) 

 W ith in SCA P rospect dozer lines and h elipads are unnecessary and 
are to be avoided 

 Earth moving equipment must alw ays be guided and supervised by an 
experienced officer, and accompanied by a support veh icle.  W h en 
engaged in direct or parallel attack th is veh icle must be a firefigh ting 
veh icle. 

 Containment lines constructed by earth moving equipment sh ould 
consider th e protection of drainage features, observe th e T h reatened 
Species and Cultural Heritage O perational G uidelines, and be 
surveyed, w h ere possible, to identify unknow n cultural h eritage sites. 

 Earth moving equipment sh ould be w ash ed dow n, w h ere practicable, 
prior to it entering N P W S estate. 

 Earth moving equipment may only be used w ith  th e prior consent of a 
senior N P W S officer, and th en only if th e probability of its success is 
h igh . 

Fire Advantage 
Recording 

 All fire advantages used during w ildfire suppression operations must 
be mapped and w h ere relevant added to th e database. 

Fire Suppression 
Chemicals 

(N P W S FM M  4.7.5 & 4.12) 

 W etting, foaming agents (surfactants) and retardants may be used 
w h ere th ere is a h igh  probability of th eir use being successful.  

 Fire retardant ch emicals sh ould not be used: 
1. N ear w ater supply off takes and avoiding spray drift; 
2. W h ere spray drift may effect w ater storages, DECC must 

inform SCA of th e proposed use of fire retardants. 
 Circumstances w h ere use of retardants is inappropriate include 

1. combating h igh -intensity bush land fires 
2. areas w h ere th ere is th ick canopy cover; 
3. areas w h ere th ere are th ick sh rub or sub-canopy layers; 
4. areas w ith in th e w ater quality management zone; and 
5. areas w h ere th ere is a h igh  probability of spot fires 

Rehabilitation 
(N P W S FM M  5.3) 

 W h ere practicable, containment lines sh ould be stabilised and 
reh abilitated as part of th e w ildfire suppression operation. 

Smoke Management 
(N P W S FM M  4.3.2) 

 T h e potential impacts of smoke and possible mitigation tactics must be 
considered w h en planning for w ildfire suppression and prescribed 
burning operations. 

 If smoke becomes a h azard on local roads or h igh w ays, th e police and 

Resource Management Guidelines 
Resource Guidelines 

Indigenous Cultural Heritage Site Management 
(N P W S FM M  2.0) 

 IS2 

 Site unlikely to be affected by fire. 
 Avoid ground disturbance including earth moving mach inery, 

h and tools and driving over sites. 
 Avoid all w ater bombing activities th at may cause ground 

disturbance. 
 Do not break earth  around know n sites 
 If using fire, place control lines w ell aw ay from site 

Historic Site Management 
(N P W S FM M  2.0) 

HS1 
 As far as possible protect site from fire. 
 R educe fuel loads by mow ing / slash ing a 10m buffer around 

structure / item. 

HS2 
 Heritage site unlikely to be effected by fire 
 Avoid use of earth  moving mach inery 
 Avoid all w ater bombing activities th at may cause ground 

disturbance 
Threatened Fauna Management 

(N P W S FM M  2.1 & 4.2) 
FA1 

 Avoid fires during th e breeding season and peak flow ering 
season - spring/summer  

 Avoid fire th at consumes th e canopy 

FA4 

 P rotect large old, h ollow -bearing trees 
 Exclude fire or protect riparian zone from frequent fire 
 P rotect logs and fallen timber 
 Avoid h igh  intensity fire th at consumes th e canopy and frequent 

fires over large areas 
 N o slash ing or trittering or earth -moving equipment 
 Avoid smoke and fires during th e breeding season 

(Autumn/w inter). 

FA5 

 P rotect large old, h ollow -bearing trees 
 Avoid smoke and fire near know n roost/den trees, roost sites and 

during th e breeding season (spring/summer) 
 Avoid h igh  intensity fire th at consumes th e canopy and frequent 

fires over large areas 
 P rotect logs and fallen timber 

FA6 

 P rotect large, old h ollow -bearing trees 
 Avoid smoke and fire during th e breeding season 

(spring/summer) 
 Avoid fire in, or protect th e riparian zone from frequent fire 
 Avoid h ot fires th at consume canopy and h igh  intensity fire over 

large areas 
 Avoid fire intervals < 6 years 

FA11 
 P rotect logs and fallen timber 
 Avoid fire in know n h abitat locations 
 If not possible, avoid fires > 1 h a in know n h abitat locations 
 N o slash ing, trittering or earth moving w orks 

Threatened Property 
 W h ere possible property ow ners w ith  assets at risk from a w ildfire 

event sh ould be kept informed regarding th e progress of th e fire; 
and asked for an assessment of th eir current level of asset 
protection preparedness. 

 

Suppression Strategies 
Current FDR Forecast FDR  

Low  – M od Low  – M od 
 As far as possible, undertake indirect, parallel or direct attack 

along existing control lines. 
 As far as possible, maximise area burnt w ith out th reatening 

assets, including biodiversity. 
 Identify and survey backup control lines. 

Low  – M od = > High  
 U ndertake indirect, parallel or direct attack to minimise th e 

time taken to contain th e fire. 
 Construct new  control lines if necessary to minimise th e time 

to contain th e fire. 
 Identify and survey backup control lines. 

High  All 
 U ndertake indirect attack along existing or new ly constructed 

control lines. 
 Secure and deepen control lines along th e next predicted 

dow nw ind side of th e fire. 
 Identify and survey backup control lines. 

All All 

 Ensure th ere is sufficient time to secure control lines before 
th e fire gets to th em. 

 If th ere is insufficient time to secure control lines, fall back to 
th e next potential control line. 

 As far as possible, implement th reatened species and cultural 
h eritage management guidelines. 

 
 

Vegetation Communities and Biodiversity Thresholds 
Regime Vegetation 

Community Biodiversity Thresholds* Fire 
Behaviour 

Year 
Burnt 

Area  
(% Total) 

A 

Sh ale Sandstone 
T ransition Forest 
(Low  Sandstone 

Influence) 

M inimum fire interval 8 – 10  years 
 Implement variable fire regime 

w ith in th is range 
M aximum fire interval 15 – 30  years 
 Longer unburnt areas tend to 

h ave increased w eed invasion. 
M ay need to implement fire to 
assist in w eed management 

 Site and context specific, 
th erefore significant research  and 
monitoring required (e.g. Some 
communities may require 15 
years, oth ers 30 years) 

M oderate 
to High  

- - 

Sh ale Sandstone 
T ransition Forest 
(High  Sandstone 

Influence) 
- - 

B 

Sh ale Hills 
W oodland 

M inimum fire interval 3 – 7 years 
 Implement variable fire regime 

w ith in th is range 
M aximum fire interval 15 – 20 years  
 R e-assess biodiversity w ith in 

community after approx. 15 years 
as Bursaria tends to become 
competitive dominant & Themeda 
dies (after approx. 10 to 12 years) 

 Significant research  & monitoring 
required 

M oderate 
to h igh  

- - 

Sh ale P lains 
W oodland - - 

Nil 
Cleared / 
Disturbed 

G rasslands 
 M inimum 2 years betw een fire M oderate 

to h igh  2015 2 
*T h ere is insufficient data to give definite details, h ow ever, available data indicates approximate minimum and 
maximum intervals as th ose specified above. It is important to note th at specifying th e above th resh olds, does not 
mean th at th is community sh ould be burnt at th is specific time (say every 6 years), it is only a guide and fire 
sh ould be implemented at variable frequencies w ith in th e specified range. Significant research  & monitoring of 
th e effects of eith er th e presence or absence of fire on each  of th e communities is required in order to come up 
w ith  more accurate guidelines. 
 
 

Related Documents 
 N ational P arks and W ildlife Service Fire 

M anagement M anual, 2015-16 
 Sh ale Sandstone T ransition Forest Endangered 

Ecological Community Information, February 
2004 

 Cumberland P lain W oodland Endangered 
Ecological Community Information, February 
2004 

 Cumberland P lain R ecovery P lan, 2011 
 T h reatened Species Hazard R eduction 

G uidelines, P arts 1,2 and 3. N SW  R ural Fire 
Service, As amended. 

 Statement of M anagement Intent, R ouse Hill 
R egional P ark 

 

 
Threatened Fauna Fire Ecology 

Label Name Fire Ecology 

  

Meridolum 
Corneovirens 

Cumberland P lain 
Land Snail 

(Endangered) 

P rimarily inh abits Cumberland P lain W oodland. Lives under litter of bark, leaves and logs, or sh elters in loose soil 
around grass clumps. Dispersal distances are th ough t to be small and th ere is some suggestion th at gene flow  
betw een populations is low . Fires at inappropriate times, or too frequently, w ill destroy th e h abitat required by th e 
species, or burn th e groundcover in w h ich  it can be sh eltering, leading to direct loss of individuals. 

Myotis macropus 
South ern M yotis 

(V ulnerable) 

R oost in tree h ollow s, aqueduct tunnels, under bridges, in drains and in dense vegetation in th e vicinity of bodies 
of slow  flow ing or still w ater (including estuaries). T h ey forage almost exclusively over w ater bodies feeding on 
insects and small fish . A single young is born betw een N ovember to December. Lactation lasts for about eigh t 
w eeks and th e bond betw een moth er and young may last for anoth er th ree to four w eeks after w eaning. 

Ninox strenua 
P ow erful O w l 
(V ulnerable) 

P rotect know n nesting/roosting sites (large-old h ollow -bearing trees) required during w inter spring breeding 
season. Avoid medium-h igh  intensity fire in know n locations during nesting season. N esting occurs from late 
autumn to mid-w inter.  Avoid h igh  intensity prescribed burns or w ildfires over large areas th at reduce forage 
h abitat. M aintain appropriate fire regimes w ith in know n h abitat including forests and w oodlands. 

Anthochaera 
Phrygia 
R egent 

Honeyeater 
(Endangered) 

G eneralist forager th at mainly feeds on th e nectar from eucalypts and mistletoes. Avoid fire during breeding 
season (June-December). M aintain appropriate fire regimes w ith in know n h abitat. Avoid h igh  intensity prescribed 
burns or w ildfires over large areas th at reduce forage h abitat. Avoid tree removal (especially Eucalyptus fibrosa, 
Casuarina spp. and mistletoe clumps). Avoid fire during th e peak flow ering season (Spring/Summer). N ests in 
eucalypts. 

Saccolaaimus 
flaviventris 

Yellow -bellied 
Sh eath tail-bat 
(V ulnerable) 

R oosts singly or in groups of up to six, in tree h ollow s and buildings; in treeless areas th ey are know n to utilise 
mammal burrow s. Forages in most h abitats across its very w ide range, w ith  and w ith out trees. Appears to defend 
an aerial territory. Breeding h as been recorded from December to mid-M arch , w h en a single young is born. Avoid 
th e loss to h ollow -bearing trees. 

 

 

Fire Management Zones 

Asset Protection 
Zones 

T h e objective of APZs is th e protection of h uman life and property. T h is w ill h ave precedence over guidelines for th e 
management of biodiversity. M aintain O verall Fuel Hazard at M oderate or below . 

Zone Name Action Responsibility 
R ouse Hill P icnic Area AP Z 

R ouse Ch ook Farm AP Z 
 Slash ing and h and clearing as required to h elp 

protect th e neigh bouring residential properties  
 Slash ing as required to h elp protect neigh bouring 

rural properties 
N P W S 

 
 

Strategic Fire 
Advantage Zones 

T h e objective of SFAZs is to reduce fire intensity across larger areas. M aintain O verall Fuel Hazard at High  or below , 
h ow ever adh erence to guidelines for biodiversity w ill take precedence w h ere practical. 

Zone Name Action Responsibility 
R ouse Hill Farm SFAZ  Hazard reduction burn to h elp protect residential 

areas from w ildfires N P W S 

Land Management 
Zones 

T h e objective of LMZs is to conserve biodiversity and protect cultural and h istoric h eritage. 
M anage fire consistent w ith  fire th resh olds. 

Zone Name Action Responsibility 

P onds Creek LM Z  
R ouse Hill Farm LM Z 

Former V C LM Z 
G untaw ong LM Z 

P asture LM Z 
 

 M aintain fire regime specific to vegetation 
communities detailed in th e V egetation 
Communities and Biodiversity T h resh olds table 

 Implement th e th reatened species management 
strategies specified in th e O perational G uidelines 
table as required 

 Implement th e cultural and h istoric h eritage 
management strategies specified in th e O perational 
G uidelines table as required 

N P W S 

 M aintain appropriate fuel levels below  line 20 pow er 
lines in LM Z G untaw ong and LM Z Former V C T ransgrid 
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W aterbodies

Creek/R iver

Fire Management Zones 

Asset P rotection Zone

Strategic Fire Advantage Zone

Land M anagement Zone

Fire Thresholds 
Exceeding 
Minimum 

Thresholds 

Fire th resh olds h ave been 
exceeded. 
· Protect from fire as far as 
possible. 

Vulnerable 
T h e area w ill be O verburnt if it 
burns th is year. 
· Protect from fire as far as 
possible. 

Recently 
Burnt 

T ime since fire is less th an th e 
optimal interval, but before th at it 
w as w ith in th resh old. 
· Avoid fires if possible. 

Within 
Threshold 

Fire h istory is w ith in th e th resh old 
for vegetation in th is area. 
· A burn is neither required nor 
should one necessarily be 
avoided. 

Nearing 
Maximum 

Thresholds 
 

T h e area is close to its th resh old 
and may become underburnt w ith  
th e absence of fire. 
· A prescribed burn may be 
advantageous. Consider allowing 
unplanned fires to burn. 

Exceeding 
Maximum 

Thresholds 

Fire frequency is below  fire 
th resh olds in th e area. 
· A prescribed burn may be 
advantageous. Consider allowing 
unplanned fires to burn. 

Unknown Insufficient data to determine fire 
th resh old. 

NB. Fire thresholds are defined for vegetation communities to conserve biodiversity 
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