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Sup p re ssion Strate gie s 

V e ge tation Typ e  Fire  Dange r Rating Guid e line s 

Arid  Shrub land s (Che nop od  
sub form ation)  HIGH  Consider a  b roa d conta inm ent stra tegy a s this vegeta tion m ight 

ca rry a  fire under dry conditions. 

Arid  Shrub land s (Ac ac ia 
sub form ation) 

LOW- HIGH 
 Close pa ra llel a tta ck, m oving a round the hea d only when the fire 

stops running. 
 Direct a nd pa ra llel a tta ck m a y b e a pplied with ea rthm oving 

m a chinery a nd fire units. 
HIGH-V ERY  HIGH-
EXTREM E 

 Consider a  b roa d conta inm ent stra tegy using existing roa ds, 
a llowing long-term  m a na gem ent requirem ents for b iodiversity. 

Se m i-Arid  W ood land s (Grassy 
sub form ation) 
 

LOW- HIGH 

W ARN IN G! This vegeta tion b urns with a n extrem e fire intensity. Fire 
runs should b e a nticipa ted with winds from  a ny direction. 
Entra pm ent risk is very high. 
 

 Consider a  b roa d conta inm ent stra tegy using existing roa ds, in 
fa vour of the construction of new roa ds a nd tra ils. 

 Direct a nd pa ra llel a tta ck m a y b e a pplied with ea rthm oving 
m a chinery a nd fire units only on dea d edges, or in vegeta tion with 
LOW OFH. 

Fre shwate r we tland s LOW-HIGH  Consider a  b roa d conta inm ent stra tegy using existing roa ds, in 
fa vour of the construction of new roa ds a nd tra ils. 

 

O p e rational Guid e line s - Ge ne ral 
Ge ne ral Guid e line s 

Ae rial op e rations 
 

 All a eria l ignition opera tions require the consent of the NPWS Regiona l Director or the Section 44 Appointee. 
 Aeria l b om b ing should b e supported b y ground b a sed suppression crews wherever pra ctica l. 

Bac kb urning 
 

 All personnel m ust b e fully b riefed b efore b a ck b urning opera tions b egin. 
 Effective b a ckb urning in LOW –  M OD OFH a rea s will require the use of wind, slope or low hum idity. 
 Consider clea ring a  1m  ra dius a round dea d a nd fib rous b a rked trees or wet down these trees prior to b a ckb urning. 

Com m and  & Control 
 

 The first com b a ta nt a gency on site m a y a ssum e control of the fire, b ut then m ust ensure the releva nt la nd 
m a na gem ent a gency is notified prom ptly.  

 On the a rriva l of other com b a ta nt a gencies, the initia l Incident Controller will consult with rega rd to the ongoing 
com m a nd, control a nd incident m a na gem ent tea m  requirem ents a s per the releva nt BFM C Pla n of Opera tions. 

Containm e nt Line s 
 

 New conta inm ent lines require the prior consent of a  senior NPWS officer. 
 Construction of new conta inm ent lines should b e a voided, where pra ctica b le, except where they ca n b e constructed 

with m inim a l environm enta l im pa ct. 
 All personnel involved in conta inm ent line construction should b e b riefed on, a nd m ust consider b oth na tura l a nd 

cultura l herita ge sites in the loca tion. 
 All newly constructed conta inm ent lines not required for other purposes should b e closed im m edia tely a t the cessa tion 

of the incident a nd reha b ilita tion pla ns considered. 

Earthm oving 
Equip m e nt 

 Pla nt m a y only b e used with the prior consent of a  senior NPWS Officer.  
 Pla nt m ust a lwa ys b e guided a nd supervised b y a n experienced officer, a nd a ccom pa nied b y a  support vehicle. When 

enga ged in direct or pa ra llel a tta ck, this vehicle m ust b e a  fire fighting vehicle.  
 Pla nt m ust b e wa shed down, where pra ctica b le, prior to it entering NPWS esta te a nd a ga in on exiting NPWS esta te.  

Fire  Sup p re ssion 
Che m ic als 

 The use of reta rda nts or gel requires the a pprova l of the Regiona l Director or delega te. 
 The use of foa m , gels a nd reta rda nts will NOT b e perm itted within 50 m etres of da m s a nd wa tercourses. 

Re hab ilitation  Where pra ctica b le, conta inm ent lines should b e sta b ilised a nd reha b ilita ted a s pa rt of the wildfire suppression 
opera tion. 

W ate ring p oints 
 Consider deploym ent of a  b ulk wa ter ca rrier to support fire opera tions. 
 Consider deploym ent of b uoy wa ll to support fire opera tions. 
 Loca l wa tering points sub ject to sea sona l cha nges –  consult loca l NPWS sta ff for inform a tion. 

Sm oke  Manage m e nt  Potentia l sm oke im pa cts a nd m itiga tion ta ctics will b e a ssessed during the pla nning of fire opera tions. 
V isitor Manage m e nt  This reserve m a y b e closed to visitors during fire da nger periods ra ted Extrem e or higher a nd during Fire Ops. 

W ARN IN G 

 M oom b a  to Sydney Ga s Pipelines loca ted (b uried) on ea sem ent running NW-SE through Sturt NP –  see m a in m a p 
Austra lia n Pipeline Authority 1800 020 584. 

 Ca ution when driving on tra cks a nd sa nd dunes in western section of pa rk. Wa tch for oncom ing tra ffic. Cra shes ha ve 
occurred a t dune crests. Keep to the left. Tra vel a t sa fe speed. Bounda ry tra cks b ecom e b oggy when driven over 
frequently. 

 Y ou M U ST conta ct the Wild Dog Destruction Boa rd b efore using Dog Fence tra cks. 
 

O p e rational Guid e line s - He ritage  
Ge ne ral Guid e line s 

Ab original Cultural 
He ritage  

Site  Manage m e nt 

An Ab origina l Herita ge Officer or loca l sta ff m em b er should b e consulted during the pla nning of opera tions. 
Modified trees (AS1), including scarred trees: 

• Protect the site from fire, clear base of litter and shrubs, exclude tree from fire if possible. 
• Foam may be used to protect the tree, or to extinguish fire. 
• Do not cut trees. 

Ground based sites (AS2), including artefacts, middens and hearth sites: 
• Protect site from any ground disturbance, including the use of earth-moving equipment, vehicles and water bombing. 
• Apply a machinery exclusion area where there is a high concentration of known sites. 
• Area may be burnt. 

Burial sites (AS3). 
• Protect sites from any disturbance by excluding operations by at least 25 metres. 
• Area may be burnt. 

Historic  He ritage  
Site  Manage m e nt 

Heritage Sites 
• Protect the site from  fire. 
• Exclude site from  fire wherever possib le, including the construction of a  control line a round the perim eter. 
• Foa m  m a y b e used to protect the site or extinguish a  fire. 

Wooden stock yards, survey trees, old signs or trails 
• Protect the site from  fire, exclude a rea  from  fire where possib le. 
• Foa m  m a y b e used to protect the structures, or to extinguish fire. 

Thre ate ne d  Flora and   
Fauna Manage m e nt 

Endangered plant species  
• Apply a  m a chinery exclusion zone in known ha b ita t a rea s. 
• M onitoring to record fire response m ust b e initia ted a fter a  fire event. 
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Status of Biod vie rsity Thre shold s 
  
Too fre que ntly b urnt Consecutive fire interva ls a re shorter tha n the recom m ended 

m inim um  interva l. 
 

V ulne rab le  to  
fre que nt fire  

The current fire interva l is shorter tha n the recom m ended m inim um  
interva l. 

 

W ithin thre shold   The tim e-since-fire is grea ter tha n the recom m ended m inim um , a nd 
less tha n the recom m ended m a xim um . 

 

Long unb urnt The current fire interva l is longer tha n the suggested interva l.  

N o Fire  Re gim e  The vegeta tion ha s no fire requirem ent.  

Unknown It is unknown if these com m unities a re within their suggested interva l.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Fire  History 
  

 

Prescrib ed b urns tha t occurred within the la st 5 yea rs (2009/10 to 
2013/14) 

 

Wildfire tha t occurred within the la st 5 yea rs (2009/10 to 2013/14) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bush Fire  Risk Manage m e nt State gy 
  
FMZ O b je c tive  

Asse t Prote c tion 
Zone s 

The ob jective of APZs is the protection of hum a n life a nd property.  
This will ha ve precedence over guidelines for the m a na gem ent of 
b iodiversity. M a inta in Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t M odera te or b elow. 
See ta b le in m a in m a p b elow for list of APZ s. 

Strate gic  Fire  
Ad vantage  Zone s 

The ob jective of SFAZs is to reduce fire intensity a cross la rger a rea s. 
M a inta in Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t High or b elow, however a dherence to 
guidelines for b iodiversity will ta ke precedence where pra ctica l. 

Land  
Manage m e nt Zone s 

The ob jective of LMZs is to conserve b iodiversity a nd protect cultura l 
a nd historic herita ge. 
M a na ge fire consistent with fire thresholds. 

 

V e ge tation m anage m e nt  
  

V e ge tation 
Com m unity V e ge tation m anage m e nt guid e line s 

 
Fire  Be haviour 

 

Arid Shrub la nds 
(Aca cia  
sub form a tion) 

An interva l b etween fire events less 
tha n 6 yea rs should b e a voided. 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d is low due to Low – Mod e rate  OFH. 
 Loca lised a rea s of High OFH m a y produce restricted a rea s of 

higher fire intensity. 

 

Arid shrub la nds  
(Chenopod 
sub form a tion) 

Fire events (including prescrib ed 
b urns) should a lwa ys b e a voided. 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d is low due to Low – Mod e rate  OFH. 
 Chenopod form a tion is unlikely to ca rry fire unless under 

extrem e conditions. 

 

Freshwa ter 
wetla nds 

An interva l of fire events less tha n 6 
yea rs a nd grea ter tha n 35 yea rs 
should b e a voided. 

 Loca lised a rea s of Low OFH following ephem era l yea rs is 
unlikely to ca rry fire. 

 
 

Sem i-a rid 
woodla nds 
(Gra ssy form a tion) 

An interva l b etween fire events less 
tha n 15 yea rs should b e a voided. 

 Loca lised a rea s of Mod e rate  to High OFH in ephem era l yea rs 
m a y produce restricted a rea s of higher fire intensity. 

 

O FH –  Overa ll fuel ha za rd - A ra ting system  tha t includes lea f litter, gra sses, shrub s, b a rk type a nd b a rk condition.  
 

Com m unic ations Inform ation 
Se rvic e  Loc ation and  Com m e nts Channe l 

NPWS/Air b a nd (Cross-
b a nd repea ter)  

 Fa r West Region ha s two porta b le V HF repea ters 
stored a t Broken Hill. Full ra nge of b oth sim plex a nd 
duplex NPWS V HF & RFS PM R cha nnels 

TBA 

Aircra ft - V HF  Conta ct Sta te Air Desk for frequency a lloca tion TBA 
M ob ile phone –  Next G  Lim ited reception with ca r kit  
Sa tellite Phone  Good Reception  
U HF - CB  Lim ited Reception  Repea ter 3 
 

Contac t Inform ation 
Age nc y Position/ Loc ation Phone  
Na tiona l Pa rks & Wildlife 
Service 

Tib oob urra  Office (M on-Fri 8:30-16:30) 08 8091 3308 
Regiona l Duty Officer (Fire Sea son) 08 8080 3222 

NSW Rura l Fire Service Hea dqua rters 02 8741 5555 
Em ergency Services Police, Fire & Am b ula nce 000 
SES Ca ll Centre 132 500 

Tib oob urra  U nit 08 8091 3475 
Police Tib oob urra  Sta tion 08 8091 3303 
Council U nincorpora ted NSW / Western La nds 

Tib oob urra  V illa ge Com m ittee Incorpora ted 
02 6883 5400  
0428 358 101 

RM S  Tib oob urra  Depot 08 8091 3313 
Wild Dog Destruction 
Boa rd Sm ithville 08 8091 3582 

Austra lia n Pipeline 
Authority 

Networks - Na tura l Ga s 1800 GAS LEAK 
(1800 427 532) 

Tra nsm ission 1800 020 584 
NEIGHBOU RS Neighb ours conta ct list is loca ted in the Regiona l 

Incident Procedures (RIP) 
 

 

Fire  Se ason Inform ation 

W ild fire s 
The critica l wildfire sea son occurs during Novem b er to Feb rua ry. This period 
m a y extend into the first ha lf of M a rch. Pa rticula r ca re is required during periods 
of consecutive ephem era l growth. The end of the critica l fire sea son is often 
m a rked b y wet storm  a ctivity. 

Pre sc rib e d  
Burning 
 

Prescrib ed b urning should b e underta ken b efore a utum n ra in occurs to 
m a xim ise effectiveness. Burning m a y a lso b e considered during la te winter a nd 
ea rly spring dependent on sea sona l fa ctors. Prescrib ed b urning underta ken nea r 
the com m encem ent of the sta tutory b ushfire sea son should b e fully conta ined 
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APZ  a nd SFAZ  a re not to sca le
num b ers refer to APZ  ta b le b elow

APZ  
 
1.  
Fort Gre y 
APZ 

Size: 12,586m 2 

Trea tm ent: Gra de 
AM S num b er: 1297736 
Loca tion: E 519 716 / N 6782 167 

2. 
O live  Downs 
Hom e ste ad  
APZ 

Size: 56,567m 2 

Trea tm ent: Gra de 
AM S num b er: 1297737 
Loca tion: E 583 776 / N 6786 192 

3. 
N arc owla 
O utstation APZ 

Size: 18,746m 2  

Trea tm ent: Gra de 
AM S num b er: 1297741 
Loca tion: E 623 979 / N 6767 091 

4. 
Horton Park 
O utstation APZ 

Size: 6,862m 2 
Trea tm ent: Gra de 
AM S num b er: 1274440 
Loca tion: E 609 547 / N 6756 522 

5. 
W ittab rinnia 
Hom e ste ad  
APZ 

Size: 6,807m 2 
Trea tm ent: Gra de 
AM S num b er: 1297740 
Loca tion: E 599 185 / N 6748 634 

6. 
Mount W ood  
W oolshe d  APZ 

Size: 23,586m 2 
Trea tm ent: Gra de 
AM S num b er: 1297742 
Loca tion: E 620 287 / N 6737 637 

6. 
Mount W ood  
Hom e ste ad  
APZ 

Size: 27,725m 2 
Trea tm ent: Gra de & Sla sh 
AM S num b er: 1297738 
Loca tion: E 619 561 / N 6738 130 

6. 
Mount W ood  
She are rs’ 
Quarte rs APZ 

Size: 8,068m 2 
Trea tm ent: Gra de 
AM S num b er: 1297739 
Loca tion: E 260 328 / N 6737 811 
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