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Bus h fire R is k Ma na g em ent Stra teg ies

 Terry Hie Hie Ab orig ina l Area  
Com m unity Cos erva tion Zone 2  

Mis s ion Section 
Fire Ma na g em ent Stra teg y 

2015-2020 
  

Th is  s tra teg y s h ould b e us ed with  a eria l ph otog ra ph y a nd field reconna is s a nce. 
Th is  is  a  releva nt Pla n under Section 38 (4) a nd Section 44 (3) of R ura l Fires  Act 

1997. 
These da ta  a re n ot gua ra n teed to b e free from  error or om ission . The NSW Na tion a l Pa rks a n d Wildlife a n d its 

em ployees discla im  lia b ility for a n y a ct don e on  the in form a tion  in  the da ta  a n d a n y con sequen ces of such a cts or 
om ission s. 

This docum en t is copyright. Apa rt from  a n y fa ir dea lin g for the purpose of study, resea rch criticism  or 
review, a s perm itted un der the copyright Act, n o pa rt m a y b e reproduced b y a n y process without 

written  perm ission . 
The NSW Na tion a l Pa rks a n d Wildlife Service is pa rt of the Office of En viron m en t a n d Herita ge. 

Pub lished b y: Office of En viron m en t a n d Herita ge (NSW). 
Con ta ct: NPWS Northern  Pla in s Region , 

PO Box 848 Na rra b ri NSW 2390. Ph 6792 7350 
ISBN:  978-1-76039-195-9    OEH2015 / 0830 Da te Approved:  18 Decem b er 2015 
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Sta tus  of Biodivers ity Th res h olds

Too frequently 
b urnt 

Con secutive fire in terva ls a re 
shorter tha n  the 
recom m en ded m in im um  
in terva l. 

Vulnera b le to  
frequent fire 

The curren t fire in terva l is 
shorter tha n  the 
recom m en ded m in im um  
in terva l. 

W ith in 
th res h old  

The tim e-sin ce-fire is grea ter 
tha n  the recom m en ded 
m in im um , a n d less tha n  the 
recom m en ded m a xim um . 

Long  unb urnt 
The curren t fire in terva l is 
lon ger tha n  the suggested 
in terva l. 
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R ela ted Docum ents  
Na tion a l Pa rks a n d Wildlife Service Fire Ma n a gem en t Ma n ua l, 2015. 
Hun ter, J. T. (2008), V egeta tion  a n d Floristics of Mission  Ab origin a l Area . 
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Da tum : Austra lia n  Geodectic Da tum  of 
Austra lia  (GDA 94) 1994 
Projection: Austra lia n  Ma p Grid (AMG) 
Z on e 56 
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Gwydir  Hig h wa y

Moree Terry Hie Hie R oa d
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Moem a  
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Gurley

Bella ta

 Moree  Pa lla m a lla wa

Fire Sea s on Inform a tion 

W ildfires  
The critica l wildfire sea son  occurs durin g Novem b er a n d Decem b er. This period m a y exten d 
in to the first ha lf of Ja n ua ry. Pa rticula r ca re is required durin g periods of n ega tive Southern  
Oscilla tion  In dices. The en d of the critica l fire sea son  is often  m a rked b y wet storm  a ctivity. 
 

Pres crib ed 
Burning  

 

Prescrib ed b urn in g should b e un derta ken  b efore a utum n  ra in  occurs to m a xim ise 
effectiven ess. Burn in g m a y a lso b e con sidered durin g la te win ter a n d ea rly sprin g depen den t 
on  sea son a l fa ctors. Prescrib ed b urn in g un derta ken  n ea r the com m en cem en t of the sta tutory 
b ushfire sea son  should b e fully con ta in ed. 
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Conta ct Inform a tion  
Ag ency Pos ition / Loca tion  Ph one 

Duty Officer (24 hour) 6792 4680 Na tiona l Pa rks  
& W ildlife Service Na rra b ri Area  Office (b us. hours) 6792 7300 

Micha el Brooks 0427 101 124 
Duty Officer 6799 6707 
Z on e Office 6799 6707 
Terry Hie Hie Briga de –  Ross Sm ith 6754 6167 

NSW  R ura l Fire Service  
Na m oi Zone 

Berrygill Creek Briga de –  Da vid Kirkb y 6793 7858 
NSW  Fire Brig a de Newca stle Com m s Cen tre  4929 7177 

Em erg ency Services  Police, Fire, Am b ula n ce 000 
SES  13 2500 

Police Moree 6757 3333 
Council Moree Pla in s 6757 3222 

 Com m unica tions  Inform a tion 
Service Ch a nnel Loca tion a nd Com m ents  

NPWS Repea ters 29  The Tops 

RFS  86 / P069 
87 / P070  V a ria b le reception , check b y loca tion  

RFS Stra tn et 128 / S12STN  The Govern or 
U HF - CB   Sm a ll fires cha n n el 10 la rge fires determ in ed b y IMT 

Pa rks Ra dio 11-17  NPWS Firegroun d cha n n els 1-7 
Avia tion  - CTAF 126.7  
Mob ile phon e   Telstra  –  va ria b le reception   

 

O pera tiona l Guidelines  
Genera l Guidelines  

Aeria l opera tions  
 

 Aeria l opera tion s will b e m a n a ged b y tra in ed a n d com peten t person n el. This in cludes directin g a eria l b om b in g 
a n d a eria l ign ition  opera tion s 

 The use of b om b in g a ircra ft without the support of groun d b a sed suppression  crews should b e lim ited to very 
specific circum sta n ces. 

 All a eria l ign ition  opera tion s require the con sen t of the NPWS Region a l Ma n a ger or the Section  44 Appoin tee.  

Ba ckb urning  
 

 All person n el m ust b e fully b riefed b efore b a ck b urn in g opera tion s b egin . 
 Ba ckb urn in g in  a rea s of L ow –  Modera te OFH will require the use of win d, or low hum idity to m a xim ise 

effectiven ess. 
 Where pra ctica b le to m op-up efforts, clea r a  1m  ra dius a roun d dea d a n d fib rous b a rked trees a dja cen t to 

con ta in m en t lin es prior to b a ckb urn in g, or wet down  these trees durin g the ign ition . 

Com m a nd & Control 
 

 The first com b a ta n t a gen cy on  site m a y a ssum e con trol of the fire, b ut then  m ust en sure the releva n t la n d 
m a n a gem en t a gen cy is n otified prom ptly.  

 On  the a rriva l of other com b a ta n t a gen cies, the in itia l In ciden t Con troller will lia ise with the RFS to en sure tha t 
the a gen cy in  com m a n d a n d con trol is determ in ed a n d a n  In ciden t Con troller is a ppoin ted 

Conta inm ent Lines  
 

 New con ta in m en t lin es require the prior con sen t of a  sen ior NPWS officer. 
 Con struction  of n ew con ta in m en t lin es should b e a voided, where pra ctica b le, except where they ca n  b e 

con structed with m in im a l en viron m en ta l im pa ct. 
 No n ew con ta in m en t lin es m a y b e con structed a rea s design a ted a s “m a chin ery exclusion  zon es”. 
 Con ta in m en t lin es run n in g a lon g va lley a rea s should b e con structed a t 20 –  50 m etres from  the gully lin e to 

a void severe erosion . 
 All person a l in volved in  con ta in m en t lin e con struction  should b e b riefed on , a n d m ust con sider b oth n a tura l 

a n d cultura l herita ge sites in  the loca tion . 

Ea rth m oving  
Equipm ent 

 Ea rthm ovin g equipm en t m a y on ly b e used with the prior con sen t of a  sen ior NPWS officer.  
 L ight b la din g techn iques should b e used to m in im ise soil disturb a n ce a n d soil erosion  poten tia l. 
 Where possib le, stick ra kes should b e fitted. 
 Ea rthm ovin g equipm en t m ust n ot b e used in  a rea s design a ted a s “m a chin ery exclusion  zon es” due to the 

protection  of a n  en da n gered ecologica l com m un ity a n d a  historic precin ct.  
 Ea rthm ovin g equipm en t m ust a lwa ys b e guided a n d supervised b y a n  experien ced officer, a n d a ccom pa n ied 

b y a  support vehicle. When  en ga ged in  direct or pa ra llel a tta ck, this vehicle m ust b e a  fire fightin g vehicle. 
 Ea rthm ovin g equipm en t m ust b e wa shed down , where pra ctica b le, prior to it en terin g NPWS esta te a n d a ga in  

on  exitin g NPWS esta te.  
Fire Suppres s ion 

Ch em ica ls  
 The use of foa m , wettin g a gen ts a n d reta rda n ts will b e perm itted on  the reserve 
 Fire suppression  chem ica ls a re n ot to b e a pplied within  50m  of wa ter courses a n d da m s.   
 The use of reta rda n ts requires the a pprova l of the Region a l Ma n a ger or delega te 

R eh a b ilita tion  Where pra ctica b le, con ta in m en t lin es should b e sta b ilised a n d reha b ilita ted a s pa rt of the wildfire suppression  
opera tion . 

Sm oke Ma na g em ent  Poten tia l sm oke im pa cts a n d m itiga tion  ta ctics will b e a ssessed durin g the pla n n in g of fire opera tion s. 

Vis itor Ma na g em ent 
 The reserve m a y b e closed to the pub lic durin g periods of extrem e fire da n ger or durin g fire opera tion s. 
 Mission  Da y use a rea  ca n  rem a in  open  to the pub lic while prescrib ed b urn in g is un derta ken  if deem ed sa fe to 

do so. 
 

O pera tiona l Guidelines  Continued 
R es ource Guidelines  

Ab orig ina l Cultura l Herita g e 
Site Ma na g em ent 

Modified Trees (IS1), in cludin g sca rred trees 
 As fa r a s possib le, protect site from  fire. 
 Do n ot cut trees. 
 U se of foa m , wettin g a gen t & reta rda n t is 

a ccepta b le. 
Groun d b a sed sites (IS2), in cludin g: ca m p sites, a rtefa cts, grin din g 

grooves, wa terholes a n d qua rries 
 Protect site from  a n y groun d disturb a n ce, in cludin g 

the use of ea rth-m ovin g equipm en t a n d vehicles 
Cem etery site 

 Where possib le con struct a  con trol lin e a roun d the 
site, exclude a rea  from  fire  

 Do n ot con struct con trol lin es; exclude a rea  from  
fire a n d em ploy direct a tta ck where possib le. 

 U se of foa m  & reta rda n t is a ccepta b le 
Resource sites (IS3), in cludin g fig-tree groves 
 Protect site from  physica l disturb a n ce 

 
AIIMS da ta b a se m ust b e checked a s pa rt of pla n n in g for fire 
opera tion s. 

 

Th rea tened Fa una  a nd Flora  
Ma na g em ent 

 The protective a ction s for threa ten ed fa un a  ha ve b een  
in corpora ted in to the Opera tion a l Guidelin es 

 Ma chin ery will b e excluded from  the C6 Mya ll vegeta tion  
com m un ity 

 
Suppres s ion Stra teg ies  

Conditions  & foreca s t Guidelines  
Fire da n ger ra tin g 

L OW - HIGH 
 A b roa d con ta in m en t stra tegy usin g existin g roa ds, tra cks, 

rocky a rea s a n d recen tly b urn t a rea s. 
Fire da n ger ra tin g 

V ERY  HIGH - EXTREME 
 Con sider direct or pa ra llel a tta ck with pla n t a n d fire un its. 
 Secure fla n k a s soon  a s possib le on  the n ext predicted 

down win d side. 
Ca ta strophic  Revert to property protection  

 

As s et Protection Zone 
The ob jective of this zon e is 
to protect historic structures 
b y m a in ta in in g the Overa ll 
Fuel Ha za rd a t L OW. 

La nd Ma na g em ent 
Zones  

The ob jective of this zon e is 
to con serve b iodiversity a n d 
protect cultura l herita ge b y 
a pplyin g b iodiversity 
thresholds 

 

Tip R oa d

Veg eta tion Com m unities  a nd Biodivers ity Th res h olds  
Veg eta tion 
Com m unity 

Veg eta tion m a na g em ent 
g uidelines  Fire Beh a viour 

Floodpla in  
forest a n d 
Briga low 

 
Com m un ities 

C2 & C6 

 An  in terva l b etween  fire 
even ts less tha n  20 yea rs 
should b e a voided 

 No prescrib ed b urn in g to 
b e con ducted 

 Poten tia l ra tes of sprea d is low due to 
Low – Modera te OFH 

 

White Pin e / 
Wilga  /Silver 

Iron b a rk 
woodla n d 

 
Com m un ities  

C1 & C3 

 An  in terva l b etween  fire 
even ts less tha n  20yea rs 
should b e a voided 

 A high in ten sity fire m a y b e 
perm itted a fter a  fire free 
period 30 –  50 yea rs 

 Poten tia l ra tes of sprea d is low due to 
Low – Modera te OFH 

 L oca lised a rea s of  
Hig h  OFH m a y produce restricted a rea s 
of higher fire in ten sity 

 
An gophora  / 

Mugga  
Iron b a rk 

woodla n ds  
 

Com m un ities  
C4 & C5 

 An  in terva l b etween  fire 
even ts less tha n  15 yea rs 
a n d grea ter 40 yea rs 
should b e a voided 

 A high in ten sity fire m a y b e 
perm itted a fter a  fire free 
period 25 yea rs 

 Poten tia l ra te of sprea d is highest in  
a rea s of An gophora  with Hig h  OFH 

Stra tegic 
Z on es 

Prescrib ed b urn  should b e con sidered where the O FH ha s b een  a ssessed a t 
HIGH, a fter a n  in terva l of 7yea rs  

O FH –  Overa ll fuel ha za rd - A ra tin g system  tha t in cludes lea f litter, gra sses, shrub s, b a rk type 
a n d b a rk con dition  

 
 

Terry Hie Hie Ab origin a l
Area
Mission  Section

Loca lity

Broa d Veg eta tion Com m unities
C1: White Pin e - Silver Iron b a rk
C2: Bela h
C3: Wilga  - Popla r Box
C4: Sm ooth-b a rked Apple - White Pin e
C5: Bla ck Pin e - Mugga  Iron b a rk
C6: Mya ll
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