
Managing the Snowies

We need to protect the Snowy Mountains from further 
damage, for both present and future generations.

The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
is responsible for the Snowies, within the bounds of the 
Kosciuszko National Park. NPWS is working hard to 
manage all the impacts and threats to this unique Australian 
landscape, and is collaborating closely with other land 
management agencies, neighbouring landholders, the 
scientific community and interest groups.

In 2006, a management plan for Kosciuszko National 
Park was developed to protect the park’s unique alpine 
landscapes and wildlife. The plan aims to put in place 
targeted control methods for introduced animals to protect 
the environment. The management plan required the 
development of a series of sub-plans, including a Regional 
Pest Management Strategy to address specific threats 
to the park.  The Horse Management Plan is one of those 
plans; it aims to manage the impact of wild horses in the 
park. The plan was released in December 2008 and is now 
being reviewed.

Have your say 
about wild horse 
management

The Snowy Mountains are a 
unique Australian landscape 
and an irreplaceable natural 
asset for all Australians. 
The Country in Kosciuszko 
National Park has 
continuing significance for 
Monaro Ngarigo, Wiradjuri, 
Wolgalu and Ngunnawal 
Aboriginal people. The 
ecosystems of the Snowy 
Mountains are under 
significant and increasing 
pressure from introduced 
plants and animals. 
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http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/nature/KNPHorseManagementPlanFinal08.pdf


21st Century Town Hall Meetings blend modern technology with traditional interactions for enlightening community engagement. Image, Straight Talk.

Working with the community

The NPWS is working with locals, special interest groups and the wider community 
to gain an understanding of everyone’s opinions, issues and interests about the 
management of wild horses in Kosciuszko National Park. 

This is a complex issue and we recognise that community opinions vary across a 
broad spectrum. These differing views make the review of the Kosciuszko Wild Horse 
Management Plan a challenging task, because it is important to get the balance right.

We know that locals who have the Kosciuszko National Park at their doorstep have  
strong opinions about how the park is managed. But because the park is one of a 
kind, and a national icon, many people across NSW and the rest of Australia also 
take a keen interest in its management.

For this reason, we have designed a consultation program that will provide an 
opportunity for everyone – no matter where they live, or what their opinion – to 
participate in the review.



How to get involved

There will be a number of opportunities to get involved and have your say during the review.

Join the online conversation

Visit www.environment.nsw.gov.au/protectsnowies and participate in conversations about 
Kosciuszko National Park and the management of wild horses, and share your stories about what 
makes the Snowy Mountains so special. This site also contains:

 – information sheets

 – videos

 – key documents

 – frequently asked questions.

The site, which will be live until the end of November 2014, also provides the opportunity to ask the 
project team questions about the review.

Lead a ‘kitchen table’ discussion 

Community members are encouraged to host a ‘kitchen table’ discussion with their families, friends, 
work colleagues or club members, or to participate in one. Discussions can take place anywhere and 
at any time that is convenient for you and your participants. 

Kitchen table discussions allow ordinary people to:

 – be involved in the review at a time and place that suits them 

 – have a structured conversation about the management of wild horses in Kosciuszko National Park 

 – submit their opinion to the review. 

Kitchen table discussions will run from October to November 2014.

As a host, you will be provided with a discussion guide that includes all the information and guidelines 
you need to host a successful discussion and capture everyone’s views.

To register your interest in hosting a kitchen table discussion, please email Protect.Snowies@
environment.nsw.gov.au.

Provide a submission to the Independent Technical Reference Group

Stakeholders, special interest groups and community members are invited to present a submission 
to the independent Technical Reference Group on the management of wild horses in Kosciuszko 
National Park. 

The Independent Technical Reference Group has been established to:

 – review the available information which identifies wild horse numbers, distribution and impact across 
the park

 – provide advice on the most effective and appropriate methods the NPWS could use to control the 
wild horse population

 – identify objectives for managing the park’s wild horse population.

The Independent Technical Reference Group has an independent chair and its membership includes 
scientists and individuals with expertise in the native plants and animals of the Australian Alps and 
Kosciuszko National Park; horse ecology and population control; animal welfare and veterinary 
science; and soil processes and erosion.

Submissions should provide information you would like the Independent Technical Reference Group 
to consider as part of its review, in relation to:

 – wild horse numbers, distribution and impact across the park

 – population control methods

 – population management objectives.

To register your interest in presenting a submission to the Independent Technical Reference Group, 
please email Protect.Snowies@environment.nsw.gov.au by Sunday 30 November 2014.

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/protectsnowies


Make a submission on the draft plan

Following the completion of the community engagement activities 
in 2014 and the work of the Independent Technical Reference 
Group, NPWS will draft a new iteration of the Kosciuszko National 
Park Wild Horse Management Plan in 2015. The draft plan will 
then be placed on exhibition seeking public comment, which is 
expected to take place towards the middle of 2015.

What else is happening?

NPWS is undertaking a range of other engagement activities to 
capture community views and support the review of the Wild Horse 
Management Plan for Kosciuszko National Park. These include:

 – meeting with stakeholder and special interest groups

 – conducting focus groups with randomly selected community 
members

 – undertaking an online survey

 – running a 21st Century Town Hall meeting with 150 stakeholders 
and randomly selected community members.
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Keypad technology used to communicate perceptions and opinions during a 21st Century Town Hall Meeting. Image, Straight Talk.
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