
Help save Central Hunter 
Ironbark—Spotted Gum—Grey Box 
Forest in the New South Wales 
North Coast and Sydney Basin 
Bioregions

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
Critically Endangered

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=20127

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=20127#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Central Hunter Ironbark—Spotted 
Gum—Grey Box Forest in the New South Wales 
North Coast and Sydney Basin Bioregions 
occurrence and priority management area(s)

Priority management areaDistribution(*)
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Threat Action description Scale

Habitat loss from clearing for 
mining, infrastructure, urban 
and agricultural development 
and activities such as 
grazing.

Provide residents with the TEC on their property with information about 
the management requirements of the TEC as well as threats to the 
community such as clearing, grazing, firewood collection and weeds. 
This may be done through stakeholder engagement forums, information 
packages and other community engagement activities.

 Area

Habitat loss from clearing for 
mining, infrastructure, urban 
and agricultural development 
and activities such as 
grazing.

Provide land managers with information on how to appropriately 
revegetate degraded areas to improve connectivity and condition that 
includes collection, propagation, and planting with local provenance, 
propagation of associated species, and documentation of revegetation 
activity (e.g. seed sources, vouchers).

 Area

Habitat loss from clearing for 
mining, infrastructure, urban 
and agricultural development 
and activities such as 
grazing.

Where natural regeneration is not feasible, undertake rehabilitation and 
revegetation of affected areas, including propagation of associated 
species using local provenance and document revegetation activity.

 Site

Invasion and establishment 
of weed species changing 
community structure and 
floristic composition, 
particularly Olea europaea 
subsp. cuspidata (African 
Olive). Other problematic 
weeds include Galenia 
pubescens (Galenia), 
Opuntia aurantiaca (Tiger 
Pear), Lantana camara 
(Lantana) and invasive 
grasses such as Hyparrhenia 
hirta (Coolatai Grass).

Control weeds as necessary according to the staged approach to weed 
control and with methods that reduce off-target damage. Encourage 
landholders/managers to engage in early weed identification and 
intervention, and to implement prevention measures using current best 
management practices.

 Site

Invasion and establishment 
of weed species changing 
community structure and 
floristic composition, 
particularly Olea europaea 
subsp. cuspidata (African 
Olive). Other problematic 
weeds include Galenia 
pubescens (Galenia), 
Opuntia aurantiaca (Tiger 
Pear), Lantana camara 
(Lantana) and invasive 
grasses such as Hyparrhenia 
hirta (Coolatai Grass).

Provide assistance to landholders to identify and control high priority 
weeds, such as African Olive, while protecting the ecological values of 
the TEC. This can be achieved through incentive capacity building 
workshops and training programs.

 Area

Grazing by livestock.

Protect areas to foster natural regeneration by excluding grazing via 
fencing. Fencing should be done at an effective scale to include the 
majority of the extent of existing standing trees and to enclose the main 
area of soil type adequate to allow for effective regeneration & 
ultimately grazing management (i.e. this may require paddock 
subdivisions etc.).

 Site

Grazing by livestock.
Where the TEC occurs on private lands, consult with landholders to 
consider adopting a Volunteer Conservation Agreement or other form of 
conservation agreement on title, or to participate in the offset scheme.

 Site

Disturbance and damage 
caused by the removal of 
timber for firewood collection.

To prevent dumping, firewood collection and damage by recreational 
users, restrict access to areas of the TEC by installing physical barriers, 
deterrent signage and surveillance cameras at strategic sites.

 Site

Lack of hollow bearing trees 
to provide habitat for fauna in 
the TEC.

Install and monitor appropriate nest boxes for fauna species occurring 
within the TEC to restore and improve ecological function.  Site

Lack of logs remaining on the 
ground for fauna. Encourage landholders to leave fallen timber in place.  Area

Action toolbox



Threat Action description Scale

Inappropriate fires regime 
(too frequent & intense fires 
particularly from arson) 
leading to change in TEC 
structure and composition.

Restrict public access to prevent illegal dumping of vehicles (which are 
then set alight) by blocking access via gates and fencing at strategic 
sites.

 Site

Inappropriate fires regime 
(too frequent & intense fires 
particularly from arson) 
leading to change in TEC 
structure and composition.

Design burning prescriptions for purposes of maintaining ecological 
processes.  Area

Invasion and establishment 
of non-endemic native 
species, originally planted for 
rehabilitation and now 
spreading into the TEC 
changing community 
structure and floristic 
composition. Species include 
Acacia saligna (Golden 
Wreath Wattle), Acacia 
baileyana (Cootamundra 
wattle) and Acacia 
podalyriifolia (Queensland 
silver wattle).

Develop a 'Grow me Instead' brochure to discourage landholders from 
planting non-endemic native species.  Area

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

