
Help save Southern Highlands 
Shale Woodlands in the Sydney 
Basin Bioregion

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
Critically Endangered

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10766

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10766#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Southern Highlands Shale Woodlands in 
the Sydney Basin Bioregion occurrence and 
priority management area(s)
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Threat Action description Scale

Clearing, including 
fragmentation, and other 
degradation for activities 
including agriculture, 'hobby 
farms', infrastructure 
establishment and 
maintenance (especially for 
roads, fences, dams, and 
asset protection zones), 
residential development and 
'tidying-up' (including the 
removal or suppression of 
mid and understorey). 

Encourage private land conservation through a variety of measures, 
including providing advice to Wingecarribee Shire Council to update 
their private land biodiversity conservation strategy, assisting where 
appropriate in brokering NSW Biodiversity Conservation Trust 
agreements, and supporting other programs such as Land for Wildlife 
and the Conservation Partners program and Local Land Services/Water 
NSW Rural Landscape Program.

 Area

Clearing, including 
fragmentation, and other 
degradation for activities 
including agriculture, 'hobby 
farms', infrastructure 
establishment and 
maintenance (especially for 
roads, fences, dams, and 
asset protection zones), 
residential development and 
'tidying-up' (including the 
removal or suppression of 
mid and understorey). 

Update and distribute literature outlining the occurrence and importance 
of protecting the TEC in the local area, including information to 
encourage private landholders to enter into stewardship agreements or 
covenants, as appropriate.

 Area

Clearing, including 
fragmentation, and other 
degradation for activities 
including agriculture, 'hobby 
farms', infrastructure 
establishment and 
maintenance (especially for 
roads, fences, dams, and 
asset protection zones), 
residential development and 
'tidying-up' (including the 
removal or suppression of 
mid and understorey). 

Conduct priority area mapping to inform targeted revegetation 
(especially of the severely over-cleared riparian zones), roadside 
vegetation management, revegetation planning and conservation for 
the Southern Highlands Shale Woodland TEC.

 Area, Site

Private and small-scale 
commercial harvesting of 
firewood (either living or 
standing dead, including 
material on the ground). 

Increase awareness within the community through the distribution of the 
Rural Living Guide and on-site signage of the values of remnant 
patches, including fallen timber and dead trees, and the legal 
requirements for harvesting firewood. Increase protection of important 
remnants on public land through fencing, bollards and other access 
deterrents.

 Site

Private and small-scale 
commercial harvesting of 
firewood (either living or 
standing dead, including 
material on the ground). 

Supplement lost timber with woody debris. Develop guidelines for land 
managers to retain dead and standing material in place.  Site

Grazing, browsing, trampling 
and other impacts such as 
ringbarking of remnants by 
feral herbivores. 

Prepare fact sheets and other materials that highlight the damage that 
can be caused by feral herbivores, particularly deer.  Area

Grazing, browsing, trampling 
and other impacts such as 
ringbarking of remnants by 
domestic stock. 

Provide landholders with information about grazing management which 
outlines stocking rates and other grazing management measures that 
are sympathetic with managing the Southern Highland Shale Woodland 
TEC. Conduct targeted community engagement to highlight the impacts 
of agriculture on the TEC including soil erosion, excess nutrients and 
overgrazing and provide guidance materials outlining mitigation.

 Area

Weed invasion by non-native 
pasture species.

Prioritise the treatment of key weed species including: barberry, 
blackberries, ivy, serrated tussock and honeysuckle. Work with 
Wingecarribee Shire Council to develop guidelines and procedures to 
assist landholders in the early identification and management of weed 
threats.

 Site

Action toolbox



Threat Action description Scale

Inappropriate fire regimes; 
primarily the absence of fire.

Review/define burning thresholds for remnant patches of the TEC. 
Engage with NSW Rural Fire Service and Fire and Rescue to promote 
the benefits of ecological burning in remnants. Use this engagement to 
identify opportunities to burn remnant patches.

 Site, Area

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

