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New coloNy of MouNtaiN PygMy-
PossuM discovered iN KosciuszKo 
NatioNal ParK...

What a way to celebrate the end of the 2010 International 

Year of Biodiversity in Kosciuszko National Park (KNP) with 

the discovery of a new colony of Mountain Pygmy-possum 

(MPP). During a survey near the former Snowy Hydro 

scheme spoil dump at Happy Jacks pondage in November, 

two MPP adults were captured in a basalt boulderfield; 

a habitat more typically associated with populations in 

the Victorian Alps compared to the granite boulderfields 

where most MPP reside in KNP.

What is particularly significant about this find is that the 

population is over 30 km north from what was recorded 

as the most northerly population and at an altitude of 

1200 metres. Prior to this discovery, MPP in KNP were 

only known to inhabit areas above 1600 meters where 

a reliable seasonal snow cover was thought intrinsic for 

the survival of these winter hibernating marsupials (some 

animals have been recorded as low as 1450 metres during 

the summer months). However, with the discovery of 

this new colony it is obvious that these small animals do 

not necessarily need to be insulated under a seasonal 

blanket of snow, as 1200 metres elevation is well and truly 

below the snowline. This is not to say that they don’t rely 

upon cold temperatures as 1200 metres is still quite frigid 

during the winter months, but the total reliance upon 

a subnivean (under the snow) environment is now in 

question. As a result of this discovery, an intense trapping 

program is being conducted this summer in areas distant 

to the southern populations that, up until recently, were 

only known in an area measuring approximately 30 km 

by 8 km, between South Ramshead near Thredbo in the 

south and Gungartan Pass to the north. 
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Above: Mountain Pygmy-possum – the discovery of a new colony, increased numbers at Mt. Blue Cow and Mt. Paralyser, and 
foundations set in place for the establishment of a captive breeding program gives hope for the survival of this iconic mountain 
marsupial (photo by Mel Schroder).

GOOD NEWS FOR MOUNTAIN PYGMY-POSSUMS
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Below centre: The Summit Quad Chairlift was 
specially cranked up this summer to lift planting 
crews and Mountain Plum Pine tubestock up  
Mt. Blue Cow. Below right: Mountain Plum Pine 
being planted on Mt. Blue Cow to facilitate Mountain 
Pygmy-possum habitat restoration following the 
2003 wildfire (photos by Mel Schroder).

MORE MOUNTAIN 
PYGMY-POSSUMS  
AT MT. BLUE COW
Further to the discovery of MPP near 

Happy Jacks pondage is the positive news 

on the MPP population at Mt. Blue Cow. 

Eight animals were trapped this season as 

part of the annual monitoring program; 

seven females (all of which had four 

pouch young each) and one male. More 

encouragingly was that six of the females 

were untagged, meaning that they had 

never been trapped before as all MPP 

are tagged for monitoring purposes, and 

that five of these animals were located 

in the MPP exclusion area between Zalis 

and Side Saddle ski runs. Considering 

that no animals had been trapped in the 

exclusion area for that past five years, this 

is truly exciting news and gives confidence 

and justification to maintain the closed-

off area to skiers and snowboarders. In 

2002 Perisher Blue voluntarily closed 

off this habitat area (approximately 5 

hectares of the approximately 1245 

hectares of skiable terrain comprising the 

Perisher Range ski fields) and has actively 

maintained its exclusion with signs, rope 

and patrols.

And how timely a discovery this is for the MPP 
whose decline in the last decade has seen it 
listed as an endangered species under both 
state and federal legislation. Not so much for 
adding a few more individuals to the known 
count, but timely following the decision to 
establish a MPP captive breeding program. You 
see, when wildlife agencies and conservation 
groups start talking about ‘captive breeding’ 
programs, you know that the animal (or plant) 
in question is in serious trouble and moving 
closer to the edge of extinction. But captive 
breeding programs are costly exercises, 
consuming a lot of time and resources. 
They also rely upon the expertise of a few 
people who themselves do not have all the 
answers. Although incorporating best science 
and practice, captive breeding programs 
are often an exercise in trial and error. 
And, notwithstanding animals successfully 
breeding, the other major challenge looms 
when animals are released back into the wild, 
whether they adapt to their new environments, 
are predator savvy and ultimately whether 
they actually increase in numbers.

Nevertheless, even with these challenges, 
wildlife ecologists predict that the population 
decline of MPP in NSW and Victoria is getting 
closer to a viable population limit, a threshold 
which crossed, will not allow the species 
to recover without intervention; ultimately 
leading to extinction. That is why DECCW is 
currently involved in a collaborative project to 
establish a $1.5 million MPP captive breeding 
program facility at Secret Creek Sanctuary. 
Located near Lithgow on the edge of the 
Blue Mountains, the 200 acre Secret Creek 
Sanctuary was established in 2003 with 
the creation of the Eastern Quoll breeding 
program. Success in raising Eastern Quolls 
at the sanctuary has since been extended to 
other captive breeding programs including 
Long-nosed Potoroo, Rufous Bettong and 
pure-breed Dingo. Funds for the program are 
currently being canvassed and there is strong 
support from the Foundation for National Parks 
and Wildlife, Australian Geographic and the 
Paddy Pallin franchise.

CAPTIVE BREEDING PROGRAM FOR MOUNTAIN PYGMY-POSSUMS

PROGRAMS TO HELP RECOVER 
MOUNTAIN PYGMY-POSSUM  
POPULATIONS 
Other programs and initiatives being 
implemented in an attempt to help recover 
MPP numbers inside KNP include: continued fox 
baiting and cat trapping; the planting of over 
300 mountain plum pine on Mt. Blue Cow as part 
of habitat restoration; monitoring of Bogong 
moth arrivals and the timing of flowering and 
fruiting to determine food availability; a PhD 
study into habitat attributes of boulderfields 
and other PhD research into modelling of MPP 
population declines in both NSW and Victoria.

up until 1966, when a MPP was discovered 
in a lodge at Mt Hotham ski resort, the only 

known records of MPP were fossils. At the time 
it was thought that the animal had accidentally 
been introduced in a load of firewood and no 
immediate investigation was undertaken in 
the area. However in 1970 MPP were trapped 
at Mt. Blue Cow in KNP and subsequently at 
Mt. Hotham and other areas in the Victoria Alps 
in 1971. So with a fossil record dating back 
for thousands of years and its existence only 
appreciated for the past 40 years, it would be 
a travesty if we were to lose Australia’s only 
seasonally hibernating marsupial and the 
mountains most iconic animal.

For more information on the captive breeding 
program project and Mountain Pygmy-possums 
in general visit: www.fnpw.org.au/OurProjects/
Plants_Wildlife/Mountain_Pygmy_Possum.htm



cat cat whispererwhisperer

03

biodiversity five year plan

Banging Frogs

Snowy Hydro Limited released their 2009 
season report on the Cloud Seeding Trial 
in May 2010. The report included the 
first analysis of the trial’s effectiveness 
for the period 2004 to 2009, finding a 
14% increase in snow fall when cloud 
seeding was undertaken during suitable 
conditions with no evidence of significant 
environmental or downwind impacts. 
The Natural Resources Commission 
independent review of the cloud seeding 
report was released in November 2010, 
with the Commission noting that the trial 

was being conducted in compliance with 
the legislation, also noting that its conduct 
was of a very high experimental standard. 
The Natural Resources Commission has 
made several recommendations, including 
further investigation of the long term 
environmental fate of the cloud seeding 
chemicals and the likely impact of climate 
change on the conditions necessary for 
cloud seeding. For further information  
visit: www.snowyhydro.com.au and  
www.nrc.nsw.gov.au

snowy hydro limited  
 cloud seeding update

Last month the NSW Government released 
the NSW Biodiversity Strategy; a five-year 
plan for the protection of flora and fauna 
across NSW.

The draft strategy uses the latest scientific 
methods to identify priority areas for 
conservation investment, encourages 
further involvement from Aboriginal 
communities in the management of 
Country and supports the ongoing actions 
of rural landholders throughout NSW to 

protect biodiversity on their property.

The release of the draft NSW Biodiversity 
Strategy 2010-2015 coincides with the 
united Nations International Year of 
Biodiversity and reinforces DECCW’s 
commitment of protecting and restoring the 
State’s natural heritage.

To review the draft plan visit:  
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/biodiversity/
nswbiostrategy.htm

NPWS Assessments Coordinator, Shane 
Trengove, was renovating a door at his 
home in East Jindabyne in June. The 
constant banging of a hammer resulted in 
return ‘bongs’ from frogs. The more Shane 
banged the more the frogs responded. Yes, 
at this time of year the frogs should have 
been hibernating. Perhaps Shane woke 
them up and this was their version of ‘be 
quiet’, or perhaps aroused from their deep 
slumber, they quickly tuned into another 
season of mating calls.

Shane also had an interaction with a 
Grey Headed Flying-fox (Fruit Bat) that 
took residence in his tree in late summer. 

This furry critter had removed all but one 
apple from a beloved fruit tree that Shane 
meticulously nurtured. Interestingly fruit 
bats are not a common animal in the 
Snowy Mountains area, but a number of 
them were reported roosting in the region 
until early winter and returned again this 
spring.

Some readers may remember an article 
that appeared in an earlier edition of 
Resort Round-up (Issue 29, p.21) where 
Shane had to encourage an echidna and 
blotched blue-tongue lizard from out of 
his lounge room; Shane obviously has a 
special rapport with Australian wildlife.

Following the lack of success to 
cage trap some feral cats persisting 
around the Mountain Pygmy-
possum habitats at Charlotte Pass 
and Mt. Blue Cow after the 2010 
snowseason, it was decided to call 
in pest expert, Andrew McDougall, 
whose use of soft-jaw leg-hold traps 
and specially trained scent dogs had 
proven successful on other projects 
in south-east Australia. Andrew, who 
has undertaken fox, feral cat and wild 
dog work in other national parks and 
state forest reserves, managed to 
snare five cats and four foxes within 
a nine day period in early December. 
Incessant and at times heavy rain did 
not help the program which diffused 
the scents of foxes and cats in the 
target area, but enough odour was 
detected by his two Kelpie-cross 
assistants to help Andrew decided on 
where best to locate his traps.

The use of soft-jaw leg-hold traps 
requires a certain amount of weight 
to be placed on the pressure-plate 
before the hinge triggers the two 
jaws to close. The predetermined 
resistance built into the hinge allows 
sufficient pressure to be exerted 
onto the leg of the animal to prevent 
escape without doing it any injury. 
The jaws are also lined with rubber - a 
mandatory component for all jaw-
traps in NSW.

Given the success of Andrew’s work 
in targeting some difficult animals 
using leg-hold traps, this method 
now increases the options available 
to target feral cats and foxes in the 
Snowy Mountains – two predators 
partly responsible for the decline of 
the threatened Mountain Pygmy-
possum and Broad-toothed Rat.
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them were reported roosting in the region 
until early winter and returned again this 

Some readers may remember an article 

Shane had to encourage an echidna and 
blotched blue-tongue lizard from out of 
his lounge room; Shane obviously has a 

Below: A feral cat that was caught in a leg-
hold trap near the summit of Mt. Blue Cow 
(photo by Andrew McDougall).

cat whisperer
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In the past it was thought we could 
conserve nature adequately by 
establishing national parks and 
reserves, however these reserves 
often became isolated ‘islands’ of 
vegetation amid surrounding lands 
managed for farming and other uses. 
With accelerating species extinction, 
climate change and other threats, 
this approach is no longer enough. 
In an attempt to reconcile the ‘gaps’ 
exhibited in the State managed 
reserve system, The Great Eastern 
Ranges Initiative is a program that 
brings people and organisations 
together to focus conservation efforts 
along the great eastern ranges – from 
the Australian Alps in southern Victoria 
to the Atherton Tablelands in far north 
Queensland.

Why are the ranges important? 
These mountainous ranges and 
escarpments include the Great 

Dividing Range and the Great 
Escarpment of Eastern Australia, 
and contain the longest adjoining 
mountain forests and woodland 
systems in Australia. The Eastern 
Ranges contain 70% of the biodiversity 
of NSW with 8,000 plant and animal 
species. They also contain catchments 
for the most reliable rainfall in eastern 
Australia, providing clean water to 
over 90% of the population along the 
eastern seaboard. So the collective 
ambitions of this initiative have 
implications for most Australians.

What is the focus? 
The current focus is on the 1200km 
NSW section of the great eastern 
ranges. The initiative is supporting 
biodiversity by restoring and 
improving the conservation and 
management of vegetation, across all 
types of land use, to provide the best 
available opportunities for species 

to move and adapt as the climate 
changes.

How will the goal be achieved? 
Communities and landholders will 
be encouraged to take action locally 
to achieve a healthier environment. 
In priority areas along the ranges, 
regional partnerships will bring people 
and organisations together in long 
term relationships to conserve, and 
rehabilitate the land.

The Great Eastern Ranges Initiative 
is not the first program either in 
Australia or overseas to focus on a 
socially inclusive approach to address 
conservation on a landscape scale, 
but given the state of our biodiversity, 
it is imperative that this community 
approach succeed if we are to secure a 
future for much of our wildlife.

For more information visit www.
greateasternranges.org.au
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connecting people... 
                       connecting nature

The Main Range in the Snowy Mountains – part of the Great Eastern Ranges Initiative (photo by Dave Woods).
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The Royal Government of Bhutan and 
DECCW have an ongoing relationship 
based on staff development exchanges 
between Bhutan and Australia. In 
2001 an overarching memorandum 
of understanding was signed by then 
NSW Minister for the Environment, Bob 
Debus and his Bhutanese counterpart. 
The signing was really a ceremonial 
formality to endorse a relationship 
that had developed between staff 
from Jigme Dorji (pronounced as read) 
National Park in Bhutan and Kosciuszko 
National Park (KNP). At the time, no 
less than 25 Bhutanese rangers and 
conservation managers had travelled 
to Kosciuszko National Park for training 
and experience in fire management, pest 
management, walking track construction, 
community relations, interpretation and 
administration procedures. A number of 
other senior Bhutanese delegates had 
also travelled to Australia during that 
time. Now looking back over the past 
decade, over 100 Bhutanese students, 
senior officers, ministers and Members of 
Parliament have visited KNP to learn and 
to share their experiences. Rangers and 
conservation staff have also visited KNP 
to undertake academic studies pertaining 
to conservation management as part of 
undergraduate, master and doctorate level 
courses in Australia.

In turn, NPWS staff and senior delegations 
from NSW have also visited Bhutan, 
including a recent trip in late September 
through to early October by NPWS 
Discovery Coordinator, Dan Nicholls. 
This was Dan’s second visit to Bhutan 
having travelled there with former NPWS 
Education Officer, Pat Darlington in 2007 
to develop an environmental education 
and interpretation plan for the new Royal 
Botanical Park under development at the 
time. This time, Dan was invited to work 
with the Natural Resources and Ecotourism 
Division of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forests, along with Pat Darlington, on an 
Environmental Education (EE) Training 
Workshop held in the Royal Botanical Park 
at Lamperi (www.moa.gov.bt/moa/news/
news_detail.php?id=1429).

Some of Dan’s work included reviewing 
the established EE programs currently 
being run across Bhutan’s protected area 
network, and identifying opportunities to 
enhance and expand those programs and 
increase the environmental education skills 
of park staff. The workshop component 
of the program allowed participants to 
begin planning EE programs that could 
help address issues specific to parks on a 
small or local scale and issues of relevance 
to more general audiences across the 
country.

However some of the issues raised by 

Bhutanese park staff were outside Pat 

and Dan’s experience as environmental 

educators in Australia, like “how can EE 

help us manage the problems of armed 

poachers who cross our boarders into 

the park to steal trees and kill tigers and 

bears?” It’s an understatement to say that 

some of the management challenges 

faced in Bhutan’s protected areas are very 

different to those experienced in KNP!

Nevertheless, the feedback from the 

workshop was overwhelmingly positive 

with many participants saying that 

many of the activities and programs 

demonstrated through the Training 

Workshop were genuinely new and 

enlightening. Due recognition should also 

be given Pat Darlington who in her semi-

retirement, was invited by the Bhutanese 

government to further the development 

of interpretation and environmental 

education. Many people will be familiar 

with Pat’s work in KNP through the 

development and management of the 

Kosciuszko Education Centre at Sawpit 

Creek and the coordination of the NPWS 

Discovery programs over the past  

20 years.

Above: Bhutan Training Workshop. Park staff participating 
in an example of a school program activity, Dan Nicholls 
standing second from right (photo by Kelzang Tshering). 

Above: Theory and practical exercises were explored 
throughout the workshop to maximise park staff 
understanding and to expand the potential for 
environmental education opportunities in Bhutan; 
Dan Nicholls at left (photo by Tenzin Phuntsho).

Above: Damji Village in Jigme Dorji National Park. 
The few roads in Bhutan mean that most people 
travel by foot on narrow tracks (photo by Dan 
Nicholls).
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Enhancing the sense of arrival to the Perisher Resorts was improved 
prior to the 2010 snowseason with the construction of location signs for 
Smiggin Holes, Perisher Valley and Guthega. The signs were mounted 
onto granite walls to blend in with the local environment and building 
materials used in most of the lodges of the Perisher Resorts. All signs 
are illuminated by lights with the Guthega sign being solar powered. 

Right: Photos by Dave Woods

new signs  
   for the perisher resorts

The title of this article has probably conjured up an image in your head of an iconic 

mountain stream rimmed with winter snow and filled with frigid icy-blue melt water. 

Well no. It’s actually about carpooling to the skifields!

With the use of an easy to navigate website, people can log-on and arrange 

transport to their chosen resort. The purpose of the site is to provide a simple 

communication tool for drivers and passengers who plan to visit the snowfields 

and who are prepared to share their journey; it is not a booking system. Nor is 

Snowpool a panacea for all transport and access issues to and from resorts. But it 

does attempt to make carpooling easier which in turn will help to lessen carbon 

emissions, reduce traffic and parking congestion around the snowfields, share 

costs and provide a ride for those who don’t own a car or don’t wish to drive.

Originating in New Zealand, Snowpool now includes all of the Australian 

resorts in its destination field. To learn more about Snowpool or to share your 

next ride this winter, visit www.snowpool.org/index.php

snowpool
The title of this article has probably conjured up an image in your head of an iconic 

mountain stream rimmed with winter snow and filled with frigid icy-blue melt water. 

Well no. It’s actually about carpooling to the skifields!

With the use of an easy to navigate website, people can log-on and arrange 

transport to their chosen resort. The purpose of the site is to provide a simple 

communication tool for drivers and passengers who plan to visit the snowfields 

and who are prepared to share their journey; it is not a booking system. Nor is 

Snowpool a panacea for all transport and access issues to and from resorts. But it 

does attempt to make carpooling easier which in turn will help to lessen carbon 

emissions, reduce traffic and parking congestion around the snowfields, share 

costs and provide a ride for those who don’t own a car or don’t wish to drive.

snow

very late start 
to the season 
not the first…
Our 2010 snowseason did 
not kick-off in earnest until 
early August, however, spare 
a thought for the early tow 
operators and skiers in Perisher 
Valley when The Big Tow, 
Cooma Tow and the new T-bar 
were all ready and waiting for 
the approaching 1959 winter.  
Unhappily, 1959 was recorded 
as one of the latest seasons 
in memory, with the road 
still open up to The Chalet at 
Charlotte Pass in the second 
week of August (noted in John 
Davis’ memoir, “A History of the 
Early Development of Perisher-
Smiggins”).

The film crew from the kid’s television 
show, ‘It’s Academic’, had the pleasure 
of interviewing a few NPWS officers to 
discuss aspects of their work and the 
alpine environment. Animals underneath 
the snow, alpine plants and water quality 
monitoring were some of the topics 
covered. These short segments will be 
edited and played as part of a game show 
where questions are asked about the 
film clip and information provided in the 
interviews. The crew also went to other 
parts of the park to cover skiing, huts and 
caves.

   it’s academic

Right: NPWS Research and Monitoring Officer, Mel 
Schroder, water sampling a section of Rock Creek 
(Perisher Valley) for the benefit of the television crew 
(photo by Dave Woods).
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farewellfarewell

To coincide with the 2011 Heritage Festival, 

the NPWS will be celebrating the rejuvenated 

Kiandra Courthouse and Chalet and 150 years 

of skiing with an interpretative exhibition. This 

will include pictorial collages, oral histories and 

items associated with the history of mining, 

Kiandra township and skiing. These celebrations 

will be held on the 17th April between 12 noon 

and 2pm at the Kiandra Courthouse and Chalet.

Given the connection of snowsports recreation 
and the snowsports industry in the Snowy 
Mountains area whose origins are inextricably 
linked to Kiandra, an opportunity exists to 
sponsor, lend images for copying or loan 
memorabilia and objects for the exhibition. 
If you would like to contribute toward the 
exhibition, please contact Jen Hewitson at 
jennifer.hewitson@environment.nsw.gov.au to 
discuss contributions and opportunities.

Heritage Festival Celebrations at Kiandra –  
an opportunity to donate, sponsor and participate
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After a distinguished service representing 
eighty-six club lodges as President of SLOPES 
(Ski Lodges of Perisher Valley, Smiggin Holes 
and Guthega Village Incorporated), Graeme 
Anderson retired from the position in June. 
Graeme held the position of President for the 
past 11 years, which followed an initial five 
year period as a committee member.

Over the years Graeme has championed issues 
affecting club lodges including insurances, 
roads, rent valuations, lease agreements, fire 
audits and IPART. He has made numerous 
trips to the Snowy Mountains to sit on 
committees including the Municipal Services 
Consultative Group and the Perisher Range 
Resorts Environmental Management System 
(PRREMS) Steering Group. Instituting the 
SLOPES philosophy of ‘never criticise a policy 
or individual, but instead offer a constructive 
comment or alternative proposal’, has 
undoubtedly helped shape the planning and 
operations in the Perisher Range Resorts. Club 
lodges have certainly been well represented 
over the years by Graeme’s judgement and 
tenacity, and NPWS have certainly appreciated 
his candid discussions and words of wisdom. 

In appreciation of Graeme’s considerable 

contribution to the development and 
implementation of the PRREMS, Graeme 
received an EMS Advocacy Award on the 
June Long Weekend. Not only was Graeme 
part of the original Reference Group who 
helped identify risks and developed the scope 
and vision for the PRREMS, he continued 
to represent SLOPES partaking in regular 
reviews, pushed for on-going improvements 
to the system after the workbooks became 
cumbersome and outdated, helped increase 
participation of the club lodges and was an 
advocate of collective reporting.

Having worked in an open and cooperative 
manner with all parties, we will miss Graeme’s 
contribution to the PRREMS and MSu 
Consultative Group, not to mention his great 
sense of humour. We wish Graeme all the best 
for the future.

Replacing Graeme as the new SLOPES 
President is Frank Zipfinger who was 
unanimously elected in early 2010. Frank has 
been Chairman of Mirrabooka Ski Club for 26 
years and has been skiing the Perisher Resorts 
since 1964. We welcome Frank and look 
forward to working with him in his new role.

farewell to slopes president GRAEME ANDERSON

Top: Graeme Anderson (photo by Brendan Diacono).

Middle: Graeme Anderson (right) receives an EMS Advocacy Award and a memento of his beloved  
Snowy Mountains from NPWS Manager Visitor and Business Services, Andrew Harrigan (middle)  
and a young fan - Master Braeden Woods-Smith (photo by Carole Thomas).

Bottom: New SLOPES President Frank Zipfinger.
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The 2011 snowseason heralds an important 
milestone in the history of Australian snowsports. 
In 1861 the first accounts of organised skiing 
were recorded to have taken place in Kiandra, 
introduced by Norwegian miners partaking in 
the Kiandra gold rush. One-hundred and fifty 
years later, this recreation is now an industry, 
although it has long since moved on (and 
mostly south) from its origins as a sport in the 
Kiandra goldfields. Nevertheless the Kiandra 
Courthouse and Chalet remains an enduring 
testament to Kiandra’s connection with the birth 
of recreational skiing in Australia and Kiandra’s 
subsequent history as an early and popular skiing 
destination. As well as being part of Kiandra’s 
skiing past, the building is connected with the 
history of Kiandra’s township, gold mining and 
the Snowy Scheme.

The Kiandra Courthouse, built in 1890 was 
Kiandra’s second courthouse and police quarters. 
It was constructed to plans of the Colonial 
Architect’s office in Sydney and was one of many 
small and stately government buildings being 
built across NSW in the prosperous 1880s.

The construction of such an impressive 
courthouse and police quarters in Kiandra well 
after the 1860s gold rush was representative of 
the hope the government had in the enduring 
wealth of Kiandra’s gold deposit. By 1937 
however, mining in Kiandra was essentially over 
and the building, which had already ceased use 
as a courthouse, was officially decommissioned 
from police use.

From 1937 until 1943 the former Kiandra 
Courthouse entered a quiet period of use as 
a private residence. In 1943 it was taken over 
by keen skiers Wally and Evelyn Reed who 
took advantage of Kiandra’s long standing ski 
reputation to establish it as the ‘Kiandra Chalet’. 
During their tenure, the Reeds made only 
moderate changes to the building, including 
enclosing the front verandah as a bar area and 
adding some family accommodation and a sun 
room at the rear.

In 1953 Harvey and Joyce Palfrey took over the 
Chalet from the Reeds and tied their fortunes 
to Kiandra’s proximity to the construction sites 

and camps of the Snowy Scheme. In 1959 the 
Palfrey’s purchased a liquor licence and the 
bar, accommodation and ski business renamed 
‘Kiandra Chalet Hotel’ subsequently boomed. The 
building was expanded and transformed into 
an extensive alpine-style resort complex that 
completely covered the original 1890s structure.

After many busy years, it was clear by 1969 that 
Kiandra’s fortunes were changing. The Snowy 
Scheme was finished, Kiandra was gazetted into 
Kosciuszko National Park, skiing interest and 
infrastructure was gradually moving to Mt Selwyn 
and the permanent township population, which 
had been dwindling since 1915, was down to 
only a handful of residents.

In 1971 a consortium took over the lease of 
the Kiandra Chalet Hotel but a disastrous snow 
year in 1973 ended the venture. From 1974 the 
building was used for worker accommodation by 
the Department of Main Roads, now the Roads 
and Traffic Authority, until it fell from use in 1999. 
For 10 years the building, though familiar and 
much loved by local communities for its history 
and associations, was boarded up and sections 
of its deteriorating 1960s functions progressively 
removed.

In 2009 the NSW National Parks and Wildlife 
Service commenced a long term program 
of restoration works aimed at establishing 
the Kiandra Courthouse and Chalet as an 
interpretation centre along with an exhibition 
space for local history, café and rest facilities. At 
the end of May 2010 the completion of the first 
stage of works, which restored the courtroom and 
reconstructed the front verandah, was celebrated 
with a public open day. The final restoration plan 
for the Courthouse will incorporate both 1890s 
and 1960s building styles.

For more information on the ongoing 
revitalisation of this important building please 
go to www.flickr.com and search on the term 
‘kiandraproject’.
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Top to bottom: Kiandra Courthouse as seen from the 
Snowy Mountains Highway prior to the commencement  
of the restoration project (photo by Simon Allender).  

The front of Kiandra Courthouse as seen from the Snowy 
Mountains Highway during winter 2010. The first phase of 
the restoration included re-establishing the verandah and 
the removal of the paint to expose the original brickwork 
(photo by Jennifer Hewitson). 

Restoration of the Kiandra Courthouse has attempted to 
return the building to an earlier version of its history  
(Image courtesy of the National Library of Australia).

One of two internal rooms refurbished. This is the chalet 
room, the other restored room is the courtroom at the  
front of the building (photo by Jennifer Hewitson).

The Kiandra Chalet showing the addition of 1960s fabric  
to the original 1890s building (photo by Barry Wrenford).

snowsportsnowsport

new life for kiandra courthouse
By Jennifer Hewitson – Historic Heritage Coordinator, NPWS
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To reduce the number of interpretation 
panels in the Kiandra area, the recently 
constructed New Chum Heritage Trail is 
trialling the use of digital media. This media 
option is a combination of stills, videos and 
text that can be viewed at the Flickr website 
(www.flickr.com) by searching using the 
term ‘kiandraproject’. Additionally, media 
devices (iPods) can be borrowed from the 
Tumut Visitor Centre and taken on site. 
unfortunately, poor mobile coverage in the 
Kiandra area does not allow easy website 
access, hence the need for loaned iPods.

The advantage of digital interpretation 
is how cost-effective it is to update 
information, whether to make corrections 
or additions. While panel interpretation 
will continue to be used throughout 
Kosciuszko National Park, fabricated signs 
are expensive to produce, costly to replace 
and tend to become ‘dated’. Story-rich 
locations like Kiandra will be better served 
by a combination of communication 
types - digital, panel and face-to-face 
interpretation. These options will also 
provide more opportunities for the NPWS 
to communicate to a wider audience. This 
combination of communication types aims 
to reduce the number of panels dotting the 
landscape.

Before installing any panel interpretation 
along the New Chum Heritage Trail, the 
NPWS would like to expand its knowledge 
of the history of the area from individuals 
and community groups. If you have 
an association with New Chum Hill or 
Kiandra and are interested in sharing your 
knowledge, please contact Jen Hewitson at 
jennifer.hewitson@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Please also contact Jen about NPWS guided 
tours over New Chum Hill during the Easter 
holidays.

For the loan of media devices contact the 
Tumut Visitor Information Centre on 02 
6947 7025 

The Perisher Clean-up Day held on Tuesday 23 November 2010 managed to collect 
approximately 1.5 tonnes of litter. As in previous years, the most common items were 
plastic bags, drink bottles and discarded confectionary wrappers. Over 120 NPWS and 
Perisher staff spent their day meandering along creeks, bending into culverts and 
looking under structures for litter that had mostly been discarded by careless people 
last snowseason. unfortunately there was also a large amount of industrial material 
including pallets, plastic wrap, tie-straps, timber off-cuts and masonry.

This is a timely opportunity to remind clubs that whether by contractor or by working-
bee parties, make sure construction materials, off-cuts and packaging are secured 
when working on and around lodges. Windy mountain weather can occur at any time 
so don’t let your materials become litter. And when you’ve finished the job, spend a 
little time cleaning up.

interpretation  
goes digital at kiandra perisher clean-up 

                 mobilised again

 

Yes, Sunday 6 March is the annual Clean-up Australia Day. This is a ‘call to arms’, your 
arms, to help clean-up any part of Australia that is most convenient to you. Whether 
you can spare one hour or one day, all assistance is appreciated. You will not be short 
of sites near to where you live or visit. You don’t even have to find a registered site to 
do your bit, but it does help Clean-up Australia Day organisers to measure the effort 
and effect of this national campaign if you do.

Now that I’ve plugged this national event, why not consider participating at a 
registered clean-up site in Kosciuszko National Park? Environmental Liaison Officer 
– Dave Woods and Summit Ranger – Tim Greville have been coordinating clean-up 
events for the past nine years. The number of sites will depend upon the number of 
volunteers, but the Main Range and some iconic visitor areas and walking tracks will 
be targeted.

If you are interested in participating, please contact Dave Woods  
on (02) 64505616 or email: dave.woods@environment.nsw.gov.au  
or visit the Clean-up Australia Day website at:  
http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/Kosciuszko+National+Park

Ask not “what can my park do for you?” ,
ask “what can you do for your park?”... 
hint - Clean-up Australia Day,  
Sunday 6 March 2011
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There’s no holding back on the participation 
and progress of mountain biking in the 
Snowy Mountains. This ever expanding 
recreation has attracted a truly community 
involvement in the sport’s development. In its 
simplest and early form, a few people would 
ride some of the fire trails in Kosciuszko 
National Park (KNP) as an alternative to 
bushwalking. Then riding in the park started 
to increase with the advent of mountain bikes 
– bikes that were constructed to cater for 
unsealed roads with larger tyres, suspension 
and stronger frames. When riding expanded 
overseas into the ski resorts by taking 
advantage of slopes and lifting infrastructure 
unused during the summer months, the 
appeal subsequently extended to Australian 
resorts - so where are we now?

Well, if you are an adrenalin junkie or a 
downhill diehard, then riding in Thredbo on 
the country’s longest chairlifted downhill 
track provides plenty of thrills and spills with 
an additional 150 metres being added this 
summer to the already 4km descent of the 
Crackenback Range. Not that you have to 
ride fast, but a combination of steep slope, 
sweeping corners, sharp turns, chutes and 
high speed sections tend to ‘feed the speed’ 
and curtails the ambition of those wishing for 
a leisurely ride to admire the scenery.

until recently the option of challenging 
mountain slopes or fire trails have been the 
primary biking provision in KNP. However, 
two seasons of track building now provide 
a further 4 kilometres of purpose-built and 
family-friendly trail along the picturesque 
Thredbo River, including the completion of 
the section between Thredbo Diggings Rest 
Area and Bullocks Flat which already has the 
approval of riders.

This summer more sections of track will be 
completed and three major bridges will be 
constructed over the Thredbo River. The 
bridges are over 30 metres in length and 

four metres above the river to let the regular 
high water flow and episodic flooding 
events pass unimpeded. The bridges will 
provide spectacular vantages over the 
swirling Thredbo River in addition to the 
many other views acquired along the valley. 
More investigations will occur this summer 
to make sure that the track route does not 
compromise aboriginal heritage sites. A 
flora and fauna assessment has already 
been undertaken along the proposed 
track with some modifications to the route 
to avoid sensitive plant communities. At 
the completion of the project about 17 
kilometres of shared-use track for both riders 
and walkers will be constructed between 
Thredbo Village and Bullocks Flat.

Snowy River Shire is also coordinating the 
construction of a new bike path this summer 
between the Jindabyne Dam Wall and Tyrolean 
Village. Like the developing Thredbo River 
track, the design of this track also has the 
family riders very much in mind, with much 
consideration going into the track surface, 
track gradient and scenic views. Community 
consultation and support has also been an 
integral ingredient to this project. ultimately 
this track will link up with the existing cycle 
paths in Jindabyne and East Jindabyne.

So whether getting some air means having 
your tyres leave the ground or the desire for 
inhaling the therapeutic properties of the 
Snowy Mountains, there is a range of riding 
options to be found within and outside of KNP 
and these opportunities will continue to grow.

Left top to bottom: ‘Getting air’ for those who like the challenge of 

traversing the 4km long mountain bike track from the top of the 

Crackenback Range down to the bottom at Thredbo Village  

(photo by Jane Corben).

Family riders and walkers use a shared section of raised 

platform between Bullocks Flat and Thredbo Diggings  

(photos by Stephanie Lees).

NPWS workers consolidating the surface of a new section 

 of track between Bullocks Flat and Thredbo Diggings  

(photo by Danny Corcoran).

getting air
mountain  biking - 
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getting air
All the weather Gods appeared to be rostered 
on for the annual Snowy Ride in early November 
2010. Snow, rain, thunder, lightning and 
sunshine mixed it up for the 3,281 motorcyclists 
who travelled from all over Australia to be a part 
of one of the biggest motorcycle rallies in the 
country and raise money for the Steven Walter 
Foundation – a research charity into the cures 
of childhood cancers. The record number of 
riders together with donations from Kosciuszko 
Thredbo, NPWS, Lions Club, Snowy Hydro and 
Around Australia Ride raised more than $650,000 
for the Foundation.

As in previous years, 12 little patients and their 
families from the Sydney Children’s Hospital 
were courted around the Snowy Mountains and 
participated in a range of activities including 
motorbike rides, chairlift rides, Thredbo bob-sled, 
flights in the Australian Navy helicopter and a 
scrumptious lunch provided by The Chalet at 
Charlotte Pass Resort. While at The Chalet, the 
children received their travel bags full of donated 
goodies from various business houses across the 
mountains and, on behalf of the Steven Walter 
Foundation, the kids received a hand-sewn 
welcome banner from Jindabyne Central School.

One of the remaining snow patches at the 
Charlotte Pass turning circle also provided an 
opportunity to play in the snow; some of the 

children and their families had never seen snow 
before. Here, snowball fights and toboggan 
rides lasted for over an hour, and all the while it 
snowed, bringing an air of mountain 
wonderment to the kids’ experience. 
Later that afternoon the kids 
accompanied Ranger Dave around 
Thredbo Village to inspect some 
wildlife traps set up the night before. 
A broad-toothed rat and a southern 
bush rat were caught in the traps set 
along the Thredbo River, along with a 
wolf spider, spotted marsh frog, eastern 
toadlets and yabbies found in ponds near 
Thredbo Golf Course.

Not to be upstaged by the interesting creepy-
crawlies found in this part of Kosciuszko National 
Park, the kids were shown two orphaned Red-
necked Wallabies, Jack and Riley, by their carer 
Rebecca Plum on behalf of L.A.O.K.O. Getting 
to hold one of Australia’s iconic marsupials 
was a real treat for the kids who left the Snowy 
Mountains exhausted but enthralled after all the 
activities and new experiences.

The following collage of images need no 
captions to express what the Snowy Ride is all 
about...the pictures speak for themselves.

rides lasted for over an hour, and all the while it 

wolf spider, spotted marsh frog, eastern 
toadlets and yabbies found in ponds near 

riding riding 
snow, sun and...
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Southern Ranges Region
                 Advisory Committee
What is the role of the Southern Ranges 
Region Advisory Committee? 
The Southern Ranges Region Advisory Committee is an 
amalgamation of two former Advisory Committees, the South 
West Slopes Region (based in Tumut) and the Snowy Mountains 
Region (based in Jindabyne).  The major role of the Committee 
is to advise the NPWS on a range of park management issues 
such as public facilities, recreation opportunities, visitor access, 
management of introduced plants and animals, managing cultural 
heritage and to raise the profile of the NPWS in the community.  

Who do Committee members represent? 
The Committee is a mix of members of the previous Committees 
plus a number of new members.  Committee members include 
representatives from a range of community groups including 
tourism, alpine resorts, the Aboriginal community, NSW farmers 
and NPWS neighbours, recreational users including 4WD and 
bushwalking groups, conservation bodies and scientific research.

What area does the Committee cover? 
The Committee covers the Southern Ranges Region which 
encompasses 57,350 sq km extending from the Victorian border 
in the south to the Abercrombie River in the north; from Bombala 
and Goulburn in the east to Albury and Wagga in the west.  
The conservation estate in the region comprises over 870,000 
hectares in more than 80 reserves, including nine national parks, 
60 nature reserves and 10 state conservation areas.  In addition 
to Kosciuszko National Park (KNP), it also includes Woomargama 
National Park, Brindabella National Park / State Conservation Area, 
Tinderry Nature Reserve and Tallaganda National Park / State 
Conservation Area, as well as many other smaller reserves and 
nine wilderness areas. 

The estate has recently increased with the addition of 12 new 
reserves covering 4,700 ha near Goulburn and it is also expected 
that some additional reserves could be added in the western part 
of the region during 2011.  

What resort related issues have been 
discussed? 
The Committee met in June 2010 to inspect a range of matters in 
the alpine villages in KNP including the operation of the Perisher 
sewage plant; future planning and development of visitor facilities 
at Perisher and how to manage increased visitor numbers in the 
village; additional visitor facilities at Charlotte Pass including the 
lookout over the Snowy River valley and a walking track to Mt 
Stillwell; and research on the potential impact of climate change 
on the alpine environment and vulnerable plants and animals.  
The Committee has also been involved in the amendment to the 
KNP Plan of Management regarding additional beds for ski patrol 
volunteers.

Which Committee member represents my 
area of interest? 
The following section is a profile on each of the 17 members of the 
Southern Ranges Region Advisory Committee.

Southern Ranges Region Advisory 
Committee Member Profiles
Janet Anderson: T: 02 6948 2001  Janet and her husband operate 
two cattle properties near the KNP. Janet has a science degree and 
taught senior biology and chemistry over the past 30 years. She 
initiated the community water monitoring program in the upper 
Murray and is a director of the Hyne Community Foundation 
which is for the benefit of the people of Tumbarumba Shire.

Rosemary Black: T 02 6051 9983  E: rblack@csu.edu.au   
Rosemary is a senior lecturer in environmental communication 
and ecotourism at Charles Sturt university. She has extensive 
experience in the fields of natural resource management, 
ecotourism and outdoor recreation and has published extensively 
in these fields.

Martin Chalk: T: 0411 161 056  Martin is the representative of the 
National Parks Association and a photographer interested in the 
cultural heritage of the mountains. He has been involved for 20 
years in bushwalking and park care.

Paul Davies: T: 0417 061 131  E: daviespc1@gmail.com 
Paul has a degree in applied science and experience in protected 
area management.  He is a long term resident of the region and 
has worked in the ACT and Australian Governments in natural 
resource management.  Personal interests include bushwalking, 
camping, cross country skiing and amateur ornithology.

Euan Diver: E: euan_diver@thredbo.com.au  Euan represents 
the NSW Ski Resorts and is employed in a senior management 
role by Kosciuszko Thredbo P/L. An engineer, Euan is also able 
to provide input to a range of management issues outside of ski 
resort areas.

John Hood: T: 6458 7267  John is a farmer in the Bombala 
area. He had eight years experience as a Councillor and Deputy 
Mayor on the Bombala Council. He was the inaugural Chair of the 
Monaro Weed Committee and former Chairperson on the Snowy 
Mountains Region Advisory Committee.

Joanne Larkin: E: jo@snowymountains.com.au  Jo has a 
Bachelor of Business in marketing and is the Executive Officer 
of Tourism Snowy Mountains. Jo has a passion for the Snowy 
Mountains with a depth of experience in the tourism industry 
and is an executive member of the Australian Alps National 
Landscapes Committee.                              Continued on page 13...
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Paul McLeod: T: 0412 192 658 
Paul is a traditional owner of Booderee 
National Park for his mother’s clan group.  
Paul’s responsibilities include Chair of 
the Joint Board of Management for the 
Booderee National Park, joint Chairperson 
for the traditional owners of the Australian 
Alps Traditional Owner Reference Group and 
representative on the Southern Aboriginal 
Working Group for Kosciuszko National Park.

David Moore: E: daj.moore@gmail.com  
David has had a rural upbringing in the 
Tinderry Mountains and is a regular park 
visitor who likes bushwalking, skiing and 
caving. He has a degree in ecology and 
genetics from the ANu.

Vikki Parsley:  
E: haddi_gaddi8@live.com.au  Vikki 
has worked in government for ten years, 
formerly with DECCW in the fields of 
Discovery Education tours and programs 
with the Cultural Heritage Division. 
Vikki has a keen passion and interest in 
Cultural Heritage and operates a part-time 
consultancy service in between raising two 
young daughters, delivering Aboriginal 
Education services to government and 
private interest groups.

Ken Prendergast: E: trout@snowy.net.au 
Ken has been a business owner/operator 
for 21 years. He was a Snowy River Shire 
Councilor for 17 years and Mayor for 
seven years and a current member of the 
NPWS Advisory Council, as well as many 
years involvement with NPWS Advisory 
Committees, local fire recovery programs 
and community forums.

Roger Quarterman: E: quanro@pcug.org.au 
Roger is a retired engineer, economist and 
adult educator with many years involved 
with Apex, Scouts and Rotary. He is an 
orienteer and 4WD user.

Peter Southwell:  
E: p.fsouthwell@bigpond.com.au 
Peter is a retired grazier with extensive pest 
animal control experience, and is keen to 
foster good relations between our rural 
communities and the service.

Jacqueline Stol: E: jacqui.stol@csiro.au 
Jacqui is the scientific representative 
from CSIRO. Her research expertise is in 
sustainable agricultural landscape issues. 
Jacqui is an executive member of local and 
regional Landcare community groups

Dianne Thompson:  
E: thompson@webone.com.au 
Bushwalking and photography have 
provided Dianne with a long association 
with Kosciuszko National Park and the 
surrounding regions. Her statistical 
background assists her with the analysis of 
park issues, especially those relating to feral 
animal programs and management.

Vivien Thomson AFSM: T: 0408 282 899   
E: vivien.thomson@harboursat.com.au 
Vivien lives on a farm at Muttama and runs 
a small consulting business in coaching 
and emergency management, as well as 
running the farm business. She worked in 
conservation and fire management for 23 
years.  She is also on the board for Australian 
Women in Agriculture.  

Iris White: E: irisj.white@gmail.com 
Iris is an active advocate for Aboriginal 
people. She is a member of the Southern 
Aboriginal Working Group for Kosciuszko 
National Park and is also a member of the 
Southern Rivers Catchment Management 
Board and a member of the Regional 
Communities Consultative Council.

Members of the Southern Ranges Region 
Advisory Committee:  
Back row L to R: Euan Diver, Paul Davies, 
Martin Chalk, Peter Southwell, Janet 
Anderson, David Moore and John Hood. 
Middle row L to R: Roger Quarterman, 
Rosemary Black, Jacqueline Stol, Iris White, 
Ken Prendergast, Andrew Harrigan (NPWS) 
and Vivien Thomson. 
Front row L to R: Dave Darlington (NPWS)  
and Dianne Thompson. 
Absent: Jo Larkin, Paul McLeod and  
Vikki Parsley.

(Summarised from the Charlotte Pass Village 
media release, November 10 2010) 

The Snowy Mountains community 
wish to congratulate Lachlan 
Maclean to his new position of 
General Manager of Charlotte Pass 
Ski Resort. Lachlan is no stranger to 
the snowfields, having more than 20 
years association with the snowsports 
industry including working as 
a snowsports school supervisor 
and instructor for 16 consecutive 
winters between Australia and North 
America (Vail, Beaver Creek and 
Banff). Beginning in a family owned 
snowsport retail business, Lachlan has 
truly embedded himself in snowsports 
where he has been an Australian 
Professional Snowsport Instructors 
(APSI) Executive Board Member, 
Technical Committee Member and 
APSI Examiner and Trainer. With 
a strong focus and commitment 
to customer service, he helped to 
institute this important business 
attribute within the Perisher Blue Ski 
Resort when he was a member of the 
Human Resources section in 1994.

Most recently Lachlan was the 
General Manager of the Jindabyne 
Sport and Recreation Centre where 
he had overall responsibility for 
implementing a new master plan 
as well as managing the day-to-day 
commercial and operational aspects 
of the centre.

We wish Lachlan well in his new role. 
(photo courtesy of Charlotte Pass Ski Resort).

   new 
general manager
for charlotte pass ski resort



 

good good workwork

The trend for improved Food Safety Standards compliance 
continued in 2010, resulting in an overall reduction in 
enforcement measures. Non-compliance issues observed tended 
to be food hygiene issues (e.g. temperature control, personal 
hygiene, cross contamination of foods, sale of out of date foods) 
rather than structural/fit-out issues. This shift is a result of most 
food businesses having undertaken works to ensure their premises 
comply with the standards required by the Food Act 2003.

The graph below depicts the collective response of food handling 
businesses in Kosciuszko National Park to improved safety 
practices; a dramatic reduction in Penalty Notices, Improvement 
Notices and Seizures over the past three years. However the graph 
does not include lower level enforcement actions such as verbal 
cautions and warning letters that were issued in the same period. 
Most noticeable is that no Penalty Notices were issued by the end 
of the 2010 snowseason.

Contribution to the improved food handling response should 
also be credited to NPWS Senior Environmental Health Officer – 
Mark Nolan, who has worked hard at food handling education 
and awareness amongst food managers and their staff. Mark has 

instituted food awareness programs at the start of the snowseason 
and opportunistically during his site inspections. Mark believes 
that to meet food safety standards, which are implemented 
to keep the public safe from food poisoning, a combination of 
education and compliance management is required; the graph is a 
testament to this approach.
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food safety practices improve in knp
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Top to bottom: The head-waters of the Snowy River near the summit  
of Mt. Kosciuszko (photo by Mel Schroder). 
Water released as part of over 18 billion litres of water to rejuvenate 
environmental flows below Jindabyne Dam Wall (photo by Brendan 
Diacono). 
The rejuvenated Snowy River flowing more swiftly on its way across the 
Monaro and down into East Gippsland (Photo by Brendan Diacono).

With the exception of Selwyn Snowfields, all the water 
from the resorts in Kosciuszko National Park eventually 
flow into the Snowy River. So you may be interested to 
know that November 2010 marked the first time in over 40 
years since the Snowy River actually flowed in earnest past 
the Jindabyne Dam wall.

Over 18 billion litres of water was released between 4 and 
12 November, causing the Snowy River to rise to nearly 
1.5 metres at Dalgety. This is part of the Victorian, NSW 
and federal government’s agreement to repay the Snowy 
‘water debt’, allowing environmental flows to rejuvenate 
the section of river between Jindabyne and Marlo, Victoria. 
Another 16 billion litres of water is planned for release in 
April 2011, keeping the Snowy River flow on track to meet 
the agreed 21 percent target by 2012.

under the three-way agreement, the federal government 
will compensate Snowy Hydro $13.7 million for water 
released as environmental flows.

snowy river 
flows again
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‘Movember’ is the charity responsible for the 

sprouting of moustaches on thousands of 

men’s faces around the world, with the sole 

aim of raising vital funds and awareness for 

men’s health; specifically prostate cancer and 

depression. ‘Movember’ Australia collaborates 

with two men’s health partners – the Prostate 

Cancer Foundation of Australia (PCFA) and 

beyondblue.

The NPWS contribution to ‘Movember’ 

2010 had an added motivation for those 

participating and for many of those who 

donated. On 9 December 2009, NPWS 

Ranger Aaron Harber was tragically killed 

in a helicopter accident near Dorrigo whilst 

undertaking firefighting duties. Aaron was a 

larrikin who was well respected in the NPWS 

but also by his Dorrigo community where he 

organised many charitable functions and was a 

role model to the area’s youth. Aaron had also 

participated in previous ‘Movembers’, raising 

the most amount of money of anyone from 

the NPWS teams in the 2009 fundraiser. Aaron 

had spent the previous 12 years as a ranger in 

the Dorrigo area although he ventured into 

Kosciuszko National Park as a ranger in 1999 to 

provide backfill support.

Therefore it was only fitting that this year’s 

NPWS motley crew called themselves Team 

Hairy Harber Mo Growers in memory of Aaron. 

Four of these members were based out of the 

Jindabyne office and were part of the team that 

raised more than $22,000. Congratulations to 

all those who made the commitment to grow 

a moustache, be ridiculed by work colleagues 

and denied companionship by their partners 

for a whole month, and to all those who 

donated generously to this worthy cause.

For more information about Movember 

Foundation Australia visit: ttp://

au.movemberfoundation.com

In 2002 the NSW Government brought in 

laws making it illegal to deposit advertising 

material on vehicles. For many years it was 

a common practice to place advertising 

material under windscreen wipers to promote 

services, products and events. However, the 

consequence of having millions of flyers, 

brochures and business cards blown-off 

vehicles or being deliberately discarded by 

uninterested vehicle owners was considered 

unacceptable – hence the ban on this type of 

advertising. Plenty of other advertising options 

currently exist that don’t contribute to the litter 

stream.

unfortunately the practice of placing 

advertising material on cars still occurs in 

resorts, mostly during the snowseason, 

increasing the amount of litter that has to 

be picked up by resort operators and NPWS 

personnel. Material placed on vehicles during 

the snowseason often succumbs to wet and 

windy weather much sooner than other areas 

within Australia, not to mention the eyesore 

this creates upon the environment.

Since 2002 fines and cautions have been issued 

to offenders by NPWS officers, but not just to 

those persons distributing the material. under 

the Protection of the Environment Operations 

Act 1997 an infringement notice can be issued 

against the person or business who directed 

the advertising.

So if you see material being placed on a vehicle 

the next time you are in Kosciuszko National 

Park, please contact the NPWS so we can 

intervene to help keep the park clean.

team hairy harber mo growers

Aaron in New Zealand  
(photo by Danny Corcoran).
Below: Three of the four Jindabyne  
Team Hairy Harber Mo Growers after  
30 days of lip-twitching facial growth:  
(L to R) Danny Corcoran, Tim Greville  
and Brendan Diacono.  
The fourth team member,  
Brent Johnson, is absent.  
(photo from NPWS  
collection).

no advertising 
material on cars, 
it’s illegal!...



The NPWS continues to encourage lessees 

to landscape around their lodge using 

native species. There are many native 

species to choose from but there is the 

added challenge of acquiring plants that 

are endemic to resort areas and then 

finding a nursery that has legally collected 

and propagated seeds. Fortunately there 

are three nurseries that are licensed by 

NPWS especially for the provision of plants 

to resorts in Kosciuszko National Park, all of 

which can provide valuable advice on how 

best to plant and nurture your stock in the 

mountains. NPWS can also provide advice 

on what and where to plant (contact the 

Environmental Liaison Officer) and don’t 

forget the ‘Rehabilitation Guidelines for the 

Resort Areas of Kosciuszko National Park’ 

which can be read online or downloaded 

from the DECCW website using the 

following link:  

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/

parkmanagement/knp_resortrehab.htm

The following nurseries can provide plant 

stock in small and large quantities and can 

arrange to get the plants to your lodge:

Dealbata (Cold Climate) Australian  

Plant Nursery 

5 Munje St. PAMBuLA NSW 2549 

Ph 0427 835 226 or (02) 6494 3283 

Contact – Bill Peterie

Monaro Native Tree Nursery 

“Khalassa” Gunnigrah Rd.  

Bombala NSW 2632 

monarotrees@skymesh.com.au 

Ph (02) 6458 4096 

Contact – Anne Platts

Victorian Alps Nursery 

Great Alpine Rd. OVENS VIC 3738 

www.alpinenursery.com.au 

Ph (03) 5731 1212 

Contact – Annie Marlow

get get plantingplanting
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Where can I buy plants for our lodge?
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Following on from 2010 International Year 
of Biodiversity, the united Nations General 
Assembly declared 2011 as the International 
Year of Forests to raise awareness on 
sustainable management, conservation 
and sustainable development of all types of 
forests. Home to 80% of world’s biodiversity 
and 300 million people, forests provide for 
the livelihoods of 1.6 billion people, almost a 
quarter of humanity. Forests cover 31% of the 
total land area and store more carbon than 
the amount currently present in the Earth’s 
atmosphere. They offer the quickest, most 
cost effective and largest means of curbing 
global emissions. Halving these emissions 
between 2010 and 2020 would save an 

estimated uS$ 3.7 trillion.

All these facts and many more show how 

important forests are for the survival and 

well-being of current and future generations. 

Parks and reserves in NSW protect the state’s 

forests and other habitats and ecosystems, 

plant and animal species, significant 

geological features and landforms.

The International Year of Forests aims to 

increase public awareness about the multiple 

benefits of healthy forests and the ways to 

keep them standing and healthy. For more 

information about the International Year of 

Forests visit www.un.org/en/events/iyof2011/

2011
International Year of Forests
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If you visit the Australian alpine areas in 
late spring and summer you can’t help 
but notice the flowers. If you are normally 
a winter time visitor and it is the first 
time you see those slopes transformed in 
swathes of yellow, white, gold or purple 
on green you think, how can that happen 
when for all those winter months they are 
covered in snow?

To really see the glory of the Australian 
Alps you need to come in all seasons; in 
contrast to their austere beauty of the 
winter they show yet another breath 
taking side in the warmer months. 
Those beautifully coloured and diverse 
flowers are cleverly and perfectly 
evolved to succeed in such a challenging 
environment. They act quickly to fit in 
their new season’s growing, flowering, 
pollinating and seed producing in the 
short alpine summer. They have evolved 
their bright colours and large displays to 
attract pollinators to ensure their ongoing 
reproduction; their lovely displays are our 
joy too.

In some resort areas you need to get out 
of the built up areas to see good displays 
of native flora. However with a bit of 
planning and some ‘TLC’ it is possible to 
restore native vegetation around your 
lodge.

How to do it 
If you are a lodge member or have a 
business in the resorts and you are 
thinking about gardens or planting local 
indigenous species on your premises 
you firstly need some advice on what 
species best suites your position. It is also 
important to know how to best deal with 
any weed species that you may already 
have. As in any garden the presence of 
competitive weeds can undermine the 
establishment of your plantings. Once 
you are clear about your site preparation 
you then need some plants.

Where to get advice and plants 
NPWS can help you with on the spot 
advice on species and weed control and 
the Victorian Alps Nursery can help you 
with plants and information on planting 
and on going care.

The Victorian Alps Nursery 
The Victorian Alps Nursery specialises in 
Australian alpine plant species. For almost 
20 years we have been propagating 
indigenous alpine plants for rehabilitation 
projects in the alpine areas of NSW and 
Victoria.

In the last five years the nursery has 
enjoyed the opportunity to work with 
the NSW NPWS and grow a large and 
diverse range of species for rehabilitation 
projects in Kosciuszko National Park 
(KNP). We have a wide range of plant 
stock at the nursery from KNP including 
grasses, forbs, shrubs and trees – plants 
that are appropriate for all of the resorts 
in KNP.

We have worked with alpine specialists 
from Latrobe university and with the 
environmental officer at Mt Hotham 
Resort to develop methods that best suit 
the plants and ensure a high survival rate 
in the harsh conditions of the Australian 
Alps.

Alpine plants are generally slow growing 
and often require specialised germinating 
and growing conditions that we are 
constantly refining at the Victorian Alps 
Nursery.

The Victorian Alps Nursery caters for 
small and large orders and we are fully 
aware of the difficulties in dealing with 
alpine rehabilitation projects and are very 
happy to discuss special requirements for 
particular plants or sites.
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Plants for a Special Place 
By Annie Marlow - Nursery Manager, Victorian Alps Nursery
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Megan Bennett returned in October 2010 to 
take up her substantive position as Manager, 
Environmental Services. Since May 2007 
Megan has either been on maternity leave or 
undertaking another role at NPWS. Thank you 
to Brendan Diacono and Donna Alexander who 
acted in the position during that time.

Megan is excited to be back working with the 
diverse and dedicated Environmental Services 

unit focussed on the following areas:

•	 Mel	Schroder	-	Research	and	Monitoring 

•	 Dave	Woods	-	Environmental	Liaison	  

•	 Shane	Trengove	-	Assessments	Coordinator 

•	 Helen	Smith	-	Administration

•	 Mark	Nolan	-	Environmental	Health 

•	 Virginia	Logan	-	Environmental	Management	 

 Systems

2011 will be an exciting year for environmental 

initiatives within the NSW alpine resorts 

including the first combined public annual 

environmental report for the resorts, reptile 

studies and rehabilitation projects. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact Megan 

regarding the work of the Environmental 

Services unit (contact details on back page).

welcome back megan
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In July 2007, Research and Monitoring 
Officer - Dr Glenn Sanecki, suffered a 
cardiac arrest and died at his home in 
Canberra (Resort Round-up, Issue 25, 
p.19). In recognition of his research and 
commitment to alpine conservation, a 
co-funded scholarship was established 
between the Australian National university 
(where he completed his PhD) and the 
NPWS. In line with Glenn’s research 
interests, the recipient of the scholarship 
had to undertake physical or biological 
research in the ‘snow country’ (above  
1500 metres altitude) in Kosciuszko 
National Park. Last year, Chloe Sato was  
the successful candidate with her proposed 
study to shed more light on the biology 
and habitat requirements of alpine and 

sub-alpine skinks.

Over the 2010/11 summer, Chloe 

commenced the field component of her 

three year study by placing scores of 

terracotta tiles in pre-surveyed sites. There 

are a few ways to trap lizards, but one of 

the most proficient is to provide easily 

accessible and attractive habitat – and 

tiles are just the answer. Broken terracotta 

and ceramic tiles provide suitable refuge, 

roosting and sometimes nesting sites. 

All the researcher has to do is to lift and 

be ready to collect any animals that have 

taken up residence in the shelter. Critical 

judgement is required when lifting the 

tiles and pouncing too quickly on your 

unsuspecting animal(s), as Chloe found 

out recently when a Highland Copperhead 

snake was sheltering in one of her sites.

There are nine species of skink (and two 

snakes) in the ‘snow country’ of Kosciuszko 

National Park, therefore it is timely that 

more research is carried out on this 

diverse vertebrate group that has been 

underappreciated and understudied in 

the past. Part of Chloe’s project includes 

examining the changes which occur 

as a result of habitat modification from 

recreational activities. So there is an 

applied component to this research 

that will help management make more 

informed decisions about balancing 

recreational pursuits with conservation 

needs.

alpine reptile study – first project funded by 
the glenn sanecki alpine scholarship

Below: PhD student, Chloe Sato, checking ceramic 
tiles that have been used to entice reptiles as part 
of her study into the biology and ecology of alpine 
skinks (photo by Mel Schroder).

Below: Snowy Mountains Rock Skink (Egernia 
guthega) (photo by Chloe Sato).

Below: Alpine She-oak Skink (Cyclodomorphus 
praeltus)(photo by Chloe Sato).



emsemsupdateupdate

19

Perisher Valley in the Snowy Mountains 
will open the 2011 Australian Winter Ski 
Season with a bang with a vibrant, new 
4 day festival packed with live music at 
the snow over the June long weekend.

The 3rd Perisher Snowy Mountains of 
Music will run from Friday 10 June to 
Monday 13 June 2011 and is presented 
by the Perisher Resorts Chamber 
of Commerce and led by veteran 
musician David De Santi who has 
been the Artistic Director of the famed 
Illawarra Folk Festival since 1996 and 
is a member of one of Australia’s most 
famous bush bands, Wongawilli. With 
Dave De Santi at the helm you can 
expect to hear some great new sounds 
from here and overseas and walk away 
with an experience to remember.

This is your opportunity to soak up the 
magic of the snow fields whilst listening 
to some of our best musicians step up 
to the microphone with a mix of world, 
folk, roots, Celtic, acoustic, traditional 
music, song, dance, poetry and yarn-
spinning. The Snowy Mountains of 
Music will take place in up to 10 indoor 
venues in Perisher Valley, Smiggin Holes 
and Guthega Alpine Village.

For further information and special 
packages, visit the website http://
snowymountainsofmusic.com.
au/ or contact the Perisher Snowy 
Mountains of Music hotline on 
1300 811 324 or email: belinda@
snowymountainsofmusic.com.au

what’s happening  
with EMS? 

•	 All	NSW	ski	resorts	are	now	reporting	annually	 
 to DECCW against their EMS. Innovative  
 solutions and environmental initiatives are being  
 implemented across the board. A summary EMS  
 report for all operators will be produced leading  
 into the 2011 ski season.

•	 The	PRREMS	lodge	on-line	reporting	is	into	its	 
 third year. The lodges are continuing to work  
 towards 18 environmental targets. The site is  
 currently being tweeked and will be open for  
 lodge reports on the 1 March. The 2010-11 lodge  
 reports are due by the 14 April 2011.

•	 DECCW	engaged	a	consultant	in	2010	to	 
 undertake an energy audit of the Sewage  
 Treatment Plant at Perisher. The most promising  
 recommendation coming from the audit is the  
 use of heat coming off the processed sewage  
 to maintain temperatures in the settling tanks  
 through use of a heat pump instead of gas  
 boilers. A feasibility assessment and  
 specifications for implementation are currently  
 being developed so that it can be included in  
 the next budget.

the 3rd perisher  
snowy mountains of music

Above: Blue King Brown 2010 (photo from  
Snowy Mountains of Music Website).
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