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1 Project aim 
The aim of this project was to provide a detailed inventory of objects, places and 
landscapes (including landscape modifications), to serve as a consolidated reference 
for mapping and interpreting the tangible historic cultural heritage of Culgoa National 
Park. 
 
The inventory recording within Culgoa National Park forms part of a broader Cultural 
Landscape Research Project being undertaken by the Research Section, Culture and 
Heritage Division (C&HD), Department of Environment and Climate Change NSW 
(DECC). It required that the recording of material traces of the history of the park 
emphasise a landscape scale and the spatial connectivity between places, activities 
(including movement) and people.  The inventory project was to have the following 
emphases:  
• a primary focus on the material traces of pastoral use and occupation of the park, 

both spatial and chronological   
• a focus on detailed mapping and the spatial context and connectivity of the items, 

linking homestead and woolshed complexes to the broader landscape and items 
within it. 

 
Culgoa National Park is located in north-western NSW, adjacent to the Queensland 
border. It is situated 40 km west of Goodooga and 100 km north of Brewarrina,1 and 
Culgoa Floodplain National Park (managed by Queensland Parks and Wildlife 
Service) adjoins its northern boundary. Culgoa National Park lies within the semi-arid 
pastoral zone of NSW, an area historically used for sheep and cattle grazing. The 
park itself is comprised of a number of former pastoral leases (Byerawering, 
Cawwell, Burban Grange and Toulby) and covers an area of over 36,000 hectares. 
The park is centred on the Culgoa River and Nebine Creek and protects a large area 
of floodplain, as well as native grasslands, brigalow and gidgee woodlands and 
chenopod shrublands.   
 
 
2 Methodology 
The survey methodology employed was based on information gathered from a 
number of sources including historic records (in particular from the land tenure 
history prepared by Veale 1997), aerial photographs and satellite imagery, and 
through consultation with local field staff.  After reviewing this information a number 
of key features to be located and recorded were identified.  These features include 
buildings and structures, stockyards, fence lines, tanks, bores and drains, blazed 
trees, and campsites.  There was also an effort made to find any records that may 
assist in identifying landscape modifications.   
 
After consultation with the C&HD Research Section, it was decided that the fieldwork 
would be divided into two site visits each of 10 days’ duration.  As the three ex-
pastoral homestead and shearing complexes of Burban Grange, Byerawering and 
Cawwell had previously been recorded (Stacey 1997; Harrison 2004: 194–5), the first 
field trip focused on covering more of the outlying areas of each of these properties.  
 
                                                 
1 Further information on the park is available at 
http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/parks.nsf/parkContent/N0099?OpenDocument&ParkKey
=N0099&Type=xo 
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Due to the size and the relative isolation of the study area, the majority of the sites 
were accessed by four-wheel drive vehicle or quad bike.  However, for areas with a 
high concentration of material, thickly vegetated or environmentally sensitive, the 
survey was conducted on foot. The first site visit was during 21–30 March 2006. 
 
After returning from the field the data gathered were reviewed and the methodology 
and aims for the second field trip refined.  For the second site visit the focus was on 
more detailed recording of the homestead complexes as well as further recording of 
some of the sites identified during the first trip.  The second field trip commenced on 
23 April and finished on 2 May 2006.  
 
For the purposes of this report, archaeological potential has been assessed based on 
the potential for items, artefact deposits, features, ruins and buildings (both below 
and above ground) to survive in reasonable condition and yield information not 
available from other sources that would usefully supplement or support what is 
already known.  Because there are likely to be few below-ground resources, and the 
extant above-ground items are fairly simplistic structures or features that have not, in 
most cases, been significantly altered since their construction, the archaeological 
potential of individual items and the park as a whole is considered to be moderate to 
low.  This also means that the archaeological significance is moderate to low.  That is 
not to say that an analysis of landscape modifications and use will not add to an 
understanding of the former pastoral stations, but this is expressed in the inventory 
sheets and this report as heritage value.  The heritage value of the park as a whole 
and many of the items within it is considered to be high.        
 
 
3 Data recording 
Each site or feature identified as part of this project was recorded on an electronic 
copy of the standard DECC Historic Heritage Information Management System 
(HHIMS) form (essentially the NSW State Heritage Inventory form).  Each HHIMS 
record includes the name and type of item, location, physical description and 
condition.  Also attached to the record is a single representative digital image.  Each 
site or feature is given a cultural landscape project reference number which allows 
the HHIMS records to be linked to any corresponding GPS or GIS mapping data.  In 
addition, any further digital images that could not be attached to the HHIMS form may 
be linked via the reference number.  Items of movable heritage were recorded on a 
separate HHIMS Historic Movable Heritage Inventory form.  
 
The location of each site and features identified were recorded by GPS.  For discrete 
items or sites one point (centroid) was taken.  For recording larger structures or linear 
features such as tracks and fence lines a GPS with a digital (TopoGrafix) mapping 
program was used.  This data format allows field data collected to be easily imported 
into the current DECC GIS mapping systems.  
 
During the 20 days of fieldwork a total of 143 sites and items were recorded, 126 
HHIMS records were created (Appendix A), 2700 GPS track points were collected 
and three Historic Movable Heritage Inventory forms (Appendix B) were completed.  
Of the 126 HHIMS records, 121 were elements and five were complexes. 
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4 Limitations: survey bias and accuracy 
Originally it was hoped that GPS coordinates could be determined and mapping 
carried out using DECC’s Trimble differential GPS.  However, the unit was not 
operational at the time of fieldwork.  Instead, a Garmin handheld non-differential GPS 
was used.  This unit was not able to provide as accurate a position as a differential 
corrected unit, and the estimated GPS error was approximately 4 m.  This meant that 
it was not possible to use the GPS to create detailed site plans of the homestead and 
shearing complexes, and  these were measured and sketched by hand using a tape 
measure and compass. 
 
The surface visibility conditions in Culgoa National Park varied greatly.  Visibility was 
reduced in certain areas due to geomorphological factors (such as sediment 
deposition and erosion) and vegetation structure.  In areas such as the thickly 
vegetated sandhill country, effective coverage fell to approximately 20%.  In other 
areas, such as cracking clay floodplains, visibility was up to 90%.  However, in 
general the surface visibility was good and with the use of a four-wheel drive vehicle 
and quad bike large distances were covered.  
 
During the development of the survey strategy both aerial and satellite images clearly 
showed the paths of various drains and channels.  Sometimes features that were 
clearly visible from the air proved difficult to define on the ground.  Some of the 
drains and channels have become obscured by silting over or coverage by dense 
vegetation.  This made mapping some of the smaller artificial watercourses difficult. 
 
Mapping of old fence lines also proved difficult.  Most of the boundary and divisional 
fence lines were easy to locate and follow.  However, the smaller subdivisional, 
internal and paddock fences could be hard to define.  Many of these fences have 
been cleared or have collapsed due to decay.  Without an accurate mapping system 
it was not possible to precisely record all these fences.  An estimate of the extent of 
fences in Culgoa National Park can be obtained from the valuation reports prepared 
for the various properties at the time of acquisition by the NSW National Parks and 
Wildlife Service (NPWS) (Table 1).  
 
 
Table 1: Estimate of extent of fences 
 
Property Area Fencing Reference 
Cawwell 8642 ha 

WLL* 
4336, 311, 
2190 and 
freehold 
lands (146 
ha) 

65 km of boundary fencing, 65% old 
plain wire and netting on wood posts, 
most with barbed wire.  
47 km of subdivision fencing, 50% of 
which is reasonably new.  

Valuer-General’s 
Office, File Ref 
NYN.94/V/43. 
NPWS Ref. F350/I 
(1994) 

Byerawering  6974 ha 
WLL* 
4443, 5437 

45 km of boundary fencing, 65% old 
plain wire and netting on wood posts, 
most with barbed wire. 
25 km of subdivision fencing, 40% of 
which is near new. 

Valuer-General’s 
Office, File Ref 
NYN.94/V/43. 
NPWS Ref. F350/I 
(1994) 

Burban 
Grange 

6691 ha 
WLL* 696, 
11224 

52 km of boundary fencing, 55% old 
plain wire on wood posts.  
15 km of subdivision fencing, 50% of 
which is near new. 

Valuer-General’s 
Office, File Ref 
NYN.96/V/19. 
NPWS Ref. F350/III 
(1996) 

* Western Lands Lease  
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5 An overview and interpretive synthesis of the 
recorded items 

From the land use history prepared by Sharon Veale (1997:47–77) and summarised 
by Rodney Harrison (2004:149–52), key periods in the history of the present Culgoa 
National Park include: 
1 pre-contact: Aboriginal occupation and, at the time of contact, the traditional 

country of the Muruwari people  
2 1837–57: initial pastoral runs licensed  
3 1857–85: large cattle and sheep stations of Gnomery and Toulby. In 1885, 

stations divided into leasehold and resumed areas. Travelling stock routes 
established in 1883 (along Culgoa River) and 1898 (to Queensland border).  

4 late 1880s onwards: establishment of the properties of Byerawering (part of 
Bumbleberria and Willibillia blocks), Cawwell (part of Cawwell West, or Bourbah, 
Cawwell and Cawwell Back) and Burban Grange (part of Tatala, Diemunga and 
North Darling Back Run No. 3).  

 
The inventory recording fieldwork has indicated that there are three main phases of 
historic occupation discernible in the landscape of Culgoa National Park:  
 
1 The late part of the nineteenth century, with evidence relating to opening up the 

country to communication, transport and commerce, including the Bourke to 
Goodooga Road, travelling stock routes, the first Bourbah Hotel (Edward Ryan’s), 
various survey markers, establishment of Aboriginal reserves, and land division 
with establishment of pastoral activity, initially focused on cattle, including Divall’s 
homestead and yards. 

 
2 The first three-quarters of the twentieth century, with continuing efforts to improve 

communication, the booms and falls in pastoral use with the introduction of sheep 
and some cropping, further land division, and development of facilities to support 
a large and varied workforce.  The bulk of the built features within the park 
(including homesteads, shearing complexes, tanks, dip yards, bore drains and 
fences) are from this period.  Activities including rabbit, dog and dingo control 
became apparent during this time. 

 
3 Late twentieth century and early twenty-first century decline in pastoral use and 

the establishment of Culgoa National Park.  
 
The majority of the historic sites and landscape modification recorded as part of this 
project were associated with the region’s pastoral activities.  As would be expected, 
the greatest concentrations of material are centred on the former grazing property 
homesteads and shearing complexes of Byerawering, Cawwell and Burban Grange, 
although there are traces of material culture throughout the national park.  All three 
homesteads have similar layouts consisting of a central complex of structures divided 
into distinct precincts including a homestead, shearing precinct (with shearing shed 
and yards separate from the shearers’ quarters) and transport-related precinct with 
garages and stables.   
 
Away from the homesteads are numerous material traces associated with pastoral 
activity, including outlying stockyards, tanks, tracks and trails, campsites, drainage 
systems, fence lines, dumpsites and artefact scatters.  More ephemeral features 
include tree stumps indicating land clearing, cutting for fence posts and building 
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materials,2 leftover fencing wire coiled and stored in trees, and traps for rabbits, 
crows and pigs spread throughout the landscape.  The panel van tank also provides 
a more unusual connection to the people who lived in the landscape, with the van 
and its personal contents still well preserved.    
 
Landform and vegetation impacts are evident from the importation of European 
farming practices into the area with some clearing for cropping,3 grazing and fencing, 
the use of gidgee for stock feed (Owen Knox 2006, personal communication), land 
division, the creation of earth tanks and later evidence of erosion.  These practices 
also indicate a response to the local climate and landscape through the choice and 
adaptation of farming techniques to suit the environment, as does the range of 
agricultural activities evident through the built features of the landscape.   
 
Because the land has been used mainly for livestock, land use practices appear to 
have remained constant over time.  The properties have been kept in their entirety so 
we can still clearly see how they operated.  There have been no later intensive land 
uses (such as cotton growing) to remove evidence of earlier phases.  Infrastructure 
(such as stockyards and tips) tended to be reused or added to rather than removed.  
Thus, not only does this collection of evidence provide a tangible expression of the 
thriving communities it previously supported, it also provides a complete picture of 
the range of activities needed to sustain agricultural practices in the Western Division 
of NSW.  Much of the significance of this evidence arises from its completeness as 
an interrelated set of items.  There are few locations in NSW where such complete 
grazing stations still exist, not only with intact buildings and related infrastructure, but 
also their relationship to other complete grazing properties.  For this reason the park 
and many items within it are considered to have high heritage significance.  Although 
the park has low archaeological potential and significance, some artefact-rich 
features such as the rubbish dump sites located at the three homesteads also have 
the potential to provide valuable insights into the changing patterns of consumption 
and access to supplies over time.  
 
Non-pastoral uses are also evident with a major telegraph line running through the 
park and a number of minor lines of varying types.  These have survived surprisingly 
well and are still easy to trace.  Remains associated with the travelling stock route 
include the site of the first Bourah Hotel, stallion yards and well (Harrison 2004:189–
90) and various campsites.  There are also many sites associated with Aboriginal 
people during the historic period (Harrison 2004).   
 
The most recent change in landscape use has been the creation of Culgoa National 
Park.  This is very evident when the vegetation of the park is compared with that of 
the adjoining properties that run livestock. The reduced pressure from stock has had 
a dramatic effect on regrowth – in particular understorey regrowth.  Other evidence, 
such as signage, and the removal of some built features, such as the Burban Grange 
shearing shed and aircraft hangar, also date to this time. In addition, there is the 

                                                 
2 Areas of cypress pines were cut to provide timber for buildings such as the Bourah Hotel 
and Burban Grange homestead. Other areas of stumps of gidgee and black box were located. 
It is possible that some of the smaller campsites in this region were associated with timber 
getting. Other campsites are associated with travelling stock routes, shepherding and fencing.  
 
3 Although we know from historic records that there was limited cropping on these properties 
during certain periods of time, there is no clear indication of this activity in the landscape.  
This suggests that cropping has not been practised for some time.  This could be checked 
during further oral history research. 
 

6  



cultural impact from the current water regime and irrigation practices for the upper 
reaches of the Culgoa River. The cotton growing industry in Queensland has put 
huge demands for water on the river system.  This has meant that less water is 
making its way into Culgoa National Park.  Accordingly, ecosystems reliant on 
regular water supplies or flooding are steadily changing. 
 
  
6 Recommendations for further work 
1 As the two properties Old Toulby and Toulby have not officially been acquired by 

DECC, they were generally outside the scope of this project.  However, both 
properties were visited and basic records for a number of sites including Toulby 
woolshed complex, Old Toulby bore, dip yards and several tanks were made.  It 
is recommended that when these properties are officially acquired a more 
comprehensive and detailed recording of historic heritage be undertaken.4 
 

2 Detailed digital mapping of old subdivision and paddock fence lines should be 
undertaken.  Western Land Lease management plans and Soil Conservation 
Service plans show the location of old fence lines as well as the locations and 
names of the various grazing and holding paddocks.  By digitising and overlaying 
this information onto its Trimble GPS system, DECC would be able to undertake 
real-time mapping of these features.  A similar mapping strategy could be applied 
to overlays of parish maps to document paths, tracks, roads and telegraph lines. 

 
3 The DECC Bourke Area Office should review the items recorded during this 

inventory survey and entered into HHIMS to determine the management 
directions for each place.  That is, a proactive approach to the management of all 
recorded items should be implemented.  This could involve, for example, the 
preparation of a cultural heritage strategy for the park.  

 
4 More accurate differential GPS mapping of structures at Byerawering and Burban 

Grange is recommended. 
 

5 A more detailed assessment and recording of movable heritage items is 
recommended. 
 

6 Further research into local histories, particularly in relation to livestock 
management and control of feral animals (rabbits, pigs, goats and crows), is 
warranted.  This could best be achieved through oral histories with former 
pastoral owners and workers.  

 
7 Systematic archival photographic recording of key sites is recommended, in 

particular Byerawering shearers precinct, Old Cawwell homestead precinct, and 
Toulby woolshed precinct.  

 
8 Inviting former owners and workers to visit sites with DECC staff would facilitate 

the collection of oral histories and more information about land use. 
 
9 Field staff should be encouraged to record any new historic heritage items they 

may locate in their day-to-day duties.  
                                                 
4 Historic heritage issues should be considered during the process of acquisition, as some 
heritage items have been lost and not recorded during the acquisition of other properties that 
currently make up the park. In particular, Toulby woolshed, though in a dilapidated condition, 
contains much of its original equipment and shearers’ quarters. 
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Appendix A: HHIMS records
 
000  Access road 
001  Stockyard 
002  Dry tank 
003  Pig trap 
004  Stockyard 
005  Pig poisoning pen 
006  Share tank 
007  Top Hickys tank 
008  House paddock tank 
009  Crow trap 
010  Byerawering homestead (new) 

dump 
011  Byerawering homestead (old) dump 
012  Spillway and drain 
013  Telegraph line 
014  Cleared posts and fences 
015  Conroy’s tank 
016  Blazed tree 
017  Toulby gate bore 
018  Blazed tree 
019  Blazed tree 
020  Rabbit trap 
021  State survey marker 
022  Possible Aboriginal camp site 
023  Rabbit trappers’ camp 
024  Chinaman’s tank 
025  Sheep yards 
026  Dip tank 
027  Dip yards 
029  Campsite 
030  State boundary survey mark 
031  Blazed tree 
032  Share tank 
033  Blazed tree 
034  Rubbish dump 
035  Blazed tree 
036  Toulby woolshed complex 
038  Campsite 
039  Toulby Racecourse 
040  EH panel van 
041  Sheep yards 
042  Panel van tank 
043  Merrinong share tank 
044  Back Cawwell tank 
045  Campsite 
046  Piccaninny tank 
047  Strip tank 
048  Tyre dump 
049  One mile tank 
050  Campsite 
051  Division tank 
052  Divall’s homestead 
053  Divall’s homestead yards 
054  Cleared cypress pines 
055  Concrete stand 
056  Corner posts and fencing 
057  Entrance gate 

058  Stumps 
 
059  Bore line tank 
060  Byerawering house tank 
061  Pigsty 
063  Car dump Byerawering homestead 
065  Tatala tank 
068  Tank 
069  Give and take fencing 
070  Weir 
071  Tank 
073  Cawwell homestead tank 
074  Boundary tank 
076  Divall's homestead artefact scatter 
079  Cawwell bottle dump 
080  Byerawering homestead 
083  Byerawering homestead meat house 
084  Byerawering homestead laundry 

storehouse 
085  Byerawering homestead machinery 

shed 
086  Byerawering homestead garage 

workshop 
087  Byerawering homestead chicken 

pen 
088  Byerawering homestead dog kennel 
089  Byerawering  homestead loading 

ramp 
090  Byerawering homestead stables 
091  Byerawering stables tack room 
092  Byerawering woolshed tanks 
094  Byerawering shearers’ quarters 
095  Byerawering shearers meat house 
096  Byerawering shearers’ ablution 

block 
097  Byerawering stable toilet block 
098  Byerawering woolshed and yards 
099  Byerawering woolshed kennel 
101  Byerawering cottage 
102  Byerawering stockyards 
103  Burban Grange shearers’ toilet 
104  Burban Grange shearers’ shower 

laundry 
105  Burban Grange shearers’ 

accommodation block 
106  Burban Grange shearers’ meat 

house 
106  Burban Grange shearers’ meat 

house 
107  Burban Grange woolshed 
107  Burban Grange woolshed 
108  Burban Grange weir 
109  Burban Grange house tank 
110  Burban Grange loading ramp 
111  Burban Grange homestead 
112  Burban Grange homestead meat 

house 
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113  Burban Grange accommodation 
shed 

114  Burban Grange homestead toilet 
115  Burban Grange laundry shower 

block 
116  Burban Grange workshop shed 
117  Burban Grange garage 
118  Burban Grange chicken pen 
119  Burban Grange work shed (DECC) 
120  Burban Grange large machinery 

shed 
121  Burban Grange toilet stall 
122  Burban Grange pigsty 
123  Burban Grange stockyard 
124  Cawwell homestead dump 

125  Cawwell homestead complex 
127  Burban Grange dump 
128  Burban Grange aircraft hangar 
129  Blazed tree 
132  Telegraph line no. 2 
133  Byerawering shallow tank 
135  Cawwell woolshed and yards 
136  Cawwell shearers’ quarters 
137  Old Cawwell homestead 
138  Burban Grange airfield 
139  Byerawering homestead building 
140  Burban Grange homestead building 
141  Cawwell homestead building 
142  First Bourah Hotel complex 
143  Telegraph line no. 

 
 
 
 
 
Appendix B: Historic Movable Heritage inventory 
forms  
 
 
MH001  Sunshine drill Movable Heritage 

MH002  Watercart Movable Heritage 

MH003  Caterpillar bulldozer Movable Heritage 
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Appendix C: Photographic examples of sites  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Burban Grange shearers’ quarters 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Blazed tree and inscription 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheep yards, Toulby 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Siemens & Oppenheimer telegraph pole 
 
 
Steam engine, old Toulby woolshed  
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 Chinaman’s tank 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Light  switch, Byerawering 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 Cawwell bottle dump 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Byerawering crow trap 
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