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Nestled in outback south-west Queensland are two small 

towns called Birdsville and Bedourie. Isolation in this part 

of Australia is a way of life, but not a reason to be denied 

some of the experiences that many of us take for granted. 

With community input, donations and raffl  es, enough 

money was raised to help 20 students and teachers from 

the combined Birdsville and Bedourie State School’s 

fulfi l a long held ambition to visit the Snowy Mountains. 

Assistance was further provided by Charlotte Pass Ski 

Resort who subsidised the excursion including oversnow 

transport, accommodation, meals, ski hire, ski lessons and 

lift passes. In addition to this arrangement, Charlotte Pass 

Resort excluded the cost of fi ve children from the already 

reduced package.

After two-and-a-half days travel, the fi rst full sight of 

snow was gleaned at Rennex Gap then Dainer’s Gap, 

before stepping onto the ‘white stuff ’ around Perisher 

Valley. Fortunately a mild mid-September day greeted 

the students and teachers, but not that that would have 

mattered, as seeing and playing in snow was such a great 

contrast for all of these children who live in a landscape of 

red soil and few hills.

Highlights of the trip included the oversnow ride and 

skiing (and hopefully the presentation given by Ranger 

Dave about why Kosciuszko National Park is so special). 

Charlotte Pass Ski Resort and NPWS were delighted to be 

a part of the kids’ experience, and provide memorable 

mountain hospitality to this well travelled desert 

community.
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Above: Students and teachers from Birdsville and Bedourie State School (photo by Stevie Dunn – Good Times Photography).

NSW National Parks

and Wildlife Service



thethe roundround up...up...

Just when people thought that the 2009 

snowseason was coming to an end, October 

and November proved contrary to longer-term 

forecasts and delivered more snow – not just in 

the resorts but across the Southern Tablelands. 

Nevertheless, the feedback at the end of the 

season from all resort operators and businesses 

in adjoining towns was one of increased 

visitation and trade. This is a good result given 

the pre-season speculation of potentially 

low visitation due to recent economic and 

employment concerns. This is not to say that 

recreation and tourism sectors across Australia 

have not been aff ected, but rather a refl ection 

of the robustness and attractiveness of the 

snowsports industry. I believe this to be, in 

itself, a refl ection of the collaborative strength 

between the private and public sector in the 

Snowy Mountains region.

I also believe that the millions of dollars 

worth of investment in snowmaking by resort 

operators in recent years was refl ected in the 

number of skiable days in June. These works 

have undoubtedly improved the snow coverage 

and subsequent marketability of the early part 

of the season, giving skier and snowboarder 

confi dence to plan and commit to the early part 

of future seasons.

In the last 12 months some major projects have 

been advanced, most notably the Perisher 

Consolidated Mountain Lease. The signing 

of the new lease paved the way for NPWS to 

tender for the development of the Perisher 

Village as well as open up new operations and 

opportunities for the development of cross-

country skiing. More roads in the Perisher Range 

will be sealed this summer, more revegetation 

programs conducted and our eff ort to 

improve environmental management was 

duly recognised with an award for the Perisher 

Range Resorts Environmental Management 

System.

As you may have heard recently, the Parks 

and Wildlife Division (perhaps better known 

to you as NPWS) has announced a Divisional 

restructure. At this time the fi nal operational 

structure is still being determined, however, 

Departmental management is committed to 

ensuring there is minimal disruption to front 

line services including resorts. We anticipate 

the structure to be fi nalised over the next 

few months and we will keep you informed 

through Resort Round-up and other resort 

communications.

And now the summer appeal of resorts and 

surrounding areas in Kosciuszko National Park 

will attract thousands of people. There’ll be 

those who come independently to bushwalk, 

camp, bike ride, fi sh and sight-see, whilst others 

will take advantage of resort facilities and 

events. Amongst a range of activities, Thredbo 

will host its annual Blues, Jazz and Country 

Music Festivals, whilst Back to Perisher Weekend 

and Snowy Mountains of Music will be held in 

the Perisher Resorts in Easter and June Long 

Weekend respectively. Charlotte Pass Resort will 

also have the bar, bistro and chairlift operating 

during the holiday periods, and those who 

fi nd themselves at Guthega can enjoy some 

of the best views of the Main Range and the 

hospitality of Guthega Hotel which is open all 

year-round.

Whatever your connection to the resorts, 

you’ll fi nd this edition of Resort Round-up an 

informative update on a range of current issues, 

some operational and others of general interest. 

Some key resort staff  contacts have been listed 

on the back page, so please make contact if you 

need assistance. I’ll also take this opportunity to 

wish all the resorts community and visitors to 

Kosciuszko National Park a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year, and a safe journey to those 

travelling away for their holidays.

Andrew Harrigan

Manager Resorts
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message from   message from   the Manager Resorts

Corrections to Resort Round-up 

In the last edition of Resort Round-up (Issue 29 – Winter 2009) the 
spelling of Sponar’s Chalet on the front page of the printed version 
was incorrect. The correct spelling was on the electronic version but 
‘jumped’ when formatted for printing.

Also, two of the images used in the “Sponar’s Chalet (Hotel Kosciusko) 
100 years” article were also incorrectly credited to the Laurie Bell 
collection. These images should have been credited to Aileen Scholes. 
NPWS apologies for this error.

Still too much litter for a national park, but at least the 

vanguard of community action kicked in with over 100 Perisher 

Resort, 20 NPWS staff  and eight community members doing the 

annual ‘emu-bob’ around the Perisher Range. Approximately 

1.3 tonnes of general litter was collected on the day, with another 

2.2 tonnes of cable and 3.0 tonnes of timber and steel. 

Most of the larger retrieved items will be recycled or reused. 
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On Tuesday 17 November a team of 25 trained 

runners and their support team from across 

the emergency services converged on the 

Snowy Mountains as part of their ‘Run for a 

Safe Climate’ awareness campaign. Jindabyne 

was part of a 6,000km run in 27 days between 

Cooktown in Queensland and Melbourne 

(including the eastern seaboard, Canberra and 

Adelaide via the Murray River). Commencing on 

2 November the run was undertaken by active 

and serving members of Australia’s emergency 

services including fi refi ghters, paramedics, 

police, military and emergency services 

workers; many of whom were directly exposed 

to recent climate-driven disasters in Australia 

such as the 2009 Victorian bush fi res. The run 

concluded on 29 November in Melbourne.

Besides climate awareness, the group was 

running to raise money for a scenario and risk-

management planning exercise for Australia 

— the Safe Climate Australia Transition Plan. 

This exercise is in response to a collective 

recognition that global warming presents an 

unprecedented threat to Australia’s food bowls, 

cities, water, health, security and natural icons. 

Awareness and action is required to protect 

what Australian’s value most, including the 

need for clean energy and climate solutions.

The welcome to Jindabyne included a 

‘Welcome to Country’ by Ngarigo-Monaro 

Elder – Rod Mason, before runners and their 

entourage made their way to Charlotte Pass 

for an overview of climate threats to alpine 

ecosystems by NPWS Ecologist – Dr Ken Green, 

and then to Thredbo for a discussion with local 

rangers about other climate related impacts 

upon Kosciuszko National Park.

If you would like to learn more about how state 

and national emergency services view climate 

change, visit www.runforasafeclimate.org

Above left: NPWS Visitor Centre Manager – Penny 
McLennan welcoming runners to the Snowy Region 
Visitor Centre (photo by Dave Woods).
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around around thethe regionregion

Resort Round-up is a newsletter for 

the resorts community in Kosciuszko 

National Park. It contains a range of 

general interest articles, operational 

updates and key contacts for 

issues and projects across the 

resorts. A summer and winter 

edition is prepared each year and 

is available on the DECCW website, 

as an emailed PDF version or as 

a mailed hardcopy. Please email 

resortroundup@environment.nsw.

gov.au if you wish to be included on 

the email and/or mail distribution 

list. If you wish to contribute articles 

please contact Dave Woods (contact 

details on back page).

For current and back issues of 

Resort Round-up, logon to:

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/

whatsnewarchive/subscribe.htm

In mid-October a Russian delegation of senior 

scientists and conservation managers included a 

visit to Kosciuszko National Park in their itinerary 

of some of Australia’s best national parks and 

conservation reserves. The 20 visitors came 

from across Russia and, except for two, relied 

on exaggerated gesticulation to communicate 

with NPWS staff  accompanying the group. 

The abundant snow and sunny spring day at 

Charlotte Pass was enticing for three of the 

delegation to remove most of their clothes and 

enjoy an Australian ‘snow-bath’. Apparently the 

snow was considered warm by the bathers; 

I guess it would be given that some of the 

delegation came from Siberia and other 

sub-Arctic latitudes.

Above: Some of the Russian delegation enjoying 
the Main Range from Charlotte Pass (photo by Mel 
Schroder).

Right: How else
do you enjoy the 
Snowy Mountains 
when on tour? 
With a snow-bath! 
(photo by 
Tim Greville).

not cold enoughnot cold enough
for the russians

for a safe climate
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resortresort year year roundround

In the 2008 Winter edition (Issue 27 pp. 

14-15) of Resort Round-up there was 

an updated article on a collaborative 

project between the NPWS and Australian 

National Botanical Gardens (ANBG). The 

project involved the donation of a Tasman 

Flax Lily (Dianellla tasmannica) that was 

collected from the side of Mt. Kosciuszko 

in 1933 and taken to Melbourne. It was 

collected by bushwalker William Frederick 

Murphy who was to later sacrifi ce his life 

for his country in World War II. In 2004 the 

lily was collected from the garden of Mr 

Murphy’s sister, Ida Murphy, in Melbourne 

and planted at the ANBG in Canberra.

Recently an interpretation panel was 

erected to tell the story of the lily and by 

the time you read this article, a cutting 

of the lily will have been collected from 

the ANBG and planted back in the Snowy 

Mountains to complete the journey – a 

passage of over 75 years linking the spirit 

of a beloved son, brother, bushwalker, 

conservationist and soldier through the 

life of the lily.

dianella interpretation 
now installed at ANBG

Above: The interpretation panel that now accompanies the lily at the Australian National Botanical 
Gardens (photo by Kate Armstrong).

baldy bird
Maybe one of nature’s quirks or an 

unfortunate avian disease? No one knows 

but this  bald headed Little Raven (Corvus 

mellori) has been frequently seen around 

Thredbo Village over the past few months.

It was an early start to spring for our 
reptilian neighbours with the fi rst snakes 
being seen in the Perisher Range in the 
last week of August. The fi rst snake to 
be relocated was a Copperhead from 
outside of ‘The Lodge’ at Smiggin Holes 
on 11 September. This action obviously 
started a trend as NPWS offi cers from 
the Perisher Offi ce were busy in the 
following few days. Another three snakes 
were caught and removed from behind 
‘Matterhorn’ with two more literally 
slipping the net. At about the same 
time snakes were also spotted along 
the Thredbo Golf Course and adjacent 
to lodges on the southern side of the 
Thredbo River. So keep an eye out when 
doing your maintenance work or going 
for a walk and remember to remind 
children to tell an adult if they see a 
snake!

DECC 
adds water
On the 1 July 2009 the NSW 
Government combined the water 
management responsibilities of the 
former Department of Water and 
Energy with the Department of 
Environment and Climate Change. 
The new department is now the 
Department of Environment, 
Climate Change and Water 
(DECCW). Under this arrangement, 
two Ministers are now responsible 
for various programs and policies of 
DECCW; The Hon. Frank Sartor, MP 
is the Minister for Climate Change 
and the Environment, and The Hon. 
Phillip Costa MP is the Minister for 
Water.

spring 
slitherers...
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communityicommunity mattersmatters
snowy ride...
             getting bigger

On Friday 14 August the NPWS put 

into action a quick response to a 

gastrointestinal outbreak at Smiggin 

Holes. Although no subsequent 

contaminants were detected in the 

water supply, the number of people 

and the time of the outbreak in the 

village strongly suggested a link 

to the mains water. Staff  from MSU 

and the NPWS Senior Health Offi  cer 

initiated an action plan that included 

a communication ‘blitz’, the provision 

of bottled water and the continual 

testing of the water supply.

In accordance with public health 

guidelines, the Greater Southern 

Area Health Service was notifi ed and 

closely monitored the response by 

DECCW. The Department of Health 

also conducted their own testing 

to identify any viral, bacterial or 

amoebic causes, but did not detect 

any likely organisms.

Whilst the cause for the outbreak 

could not be identifi ed, NPWS 

have been examining their water 

supply system and operational 

procedures to prevent a like incident 

from happening again. The ‘boil all 

water’ alert was offi  cially lifted on 

Wednesday 19 August.

The NPWS wish to thank all Smiggin 

Holes lessees and visitors for their 

patience and cooperation during this 

incident.
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resort community meetings
To improve winter operations in the Perisher Range Resorts this year, NPWS and Perisher Resort 

organised to meet lessees at each of the main locations of Guthega, Smiggin Holes and Perisher 

Valley. On consecutive weekends in late June and early July, issues of waste management, skidoo 

operations, parking, new licence and lease arrangements, update on the proposed village, bed 

compliance and ski resort products were discussed, as well the opportunity to identify other matters 

specifi c to individual lodges. The favourable response by lessees gives support for their continuation 

in future seasons.

water 
contamination 

and response 

at smiggin holes
Over 3,300 motor bikes 

were registered for the 

2009 Snowy Ride in early 

November, the biggest 

entry since the event began 

in 2001, with hundreds 

more converging on the 

Snowy Mountains to raise 

money for the Steven 

Walter Foundation; a charity 

organisation that raises 

money for child cancer 

research. This charity ride 

is one of the largest events 

on the Snowy Mountains 

calendar and involves all 

sections of the Snowy 

Mountains community. 

The weekend also allowed 

a number of children 

being treated for cancer to 

participate in a range of fun 

activities especially prepared 

for them and their families. 

Congratulations to all those 

who made the 2009 Snowy 

Ride a wonderful success.

Below: The local wildlife 
organisation, LAOKO, brought 
along some orphaned animals 
to show the children, including a 
ring-tail possum, a brush-tailed 
possum, a swamp wallaby and 
wombat (photo by Dave Woods).
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(Summarised by DECCW Senior Legal Offi  cer - Kate Robinson from 

Land & Environment Court website)

There are good reasons why planning laws need to be upheld, 

not the least is the certifi cation by a regulatory authority that the 

work meets required standards. Taking shortcuts compromises 

safety and this is not a tolerable excuse as in the recent legal case 

between the Minister for Planning versus Fancott P/L.

Fancott Pty Ltd has pleaded guilty in the Land and Environment 

Court to off ences under section 76A of the Environmental 

Planning and Assessment Act 1979. The Berrima-based 

development company constructed New Kirk Lodge, a tourist 

accommodation lodge at Thredbo, without development consent 

under the State Environmental Planning Policy No. 73 - Kosciuszko 

Ski Resorts and without a Construction Certifi cate.

Works carried out prior to the issue of a Construction Certifi cate 

included alterations and additions to an existing residential 

apartment building. Neither was geotechnical and engineering 

certifi cation sought. Fancott’s reasons for proceeding without 

approval included the fact that any delay would have had 

acute fi nancial consequences and it was expedient for Fancott 

to commence the redevelopment rather than to wait for the 

necessary regulatory approvals. The off ences were commercially 

motivated.

The Court described Fancott’s conduct as ‘either deliberate or 

reckless’.  Justice Pepper imposed fi nes on Fancott Pty Ltd of 

$24,500 and ordered it to pay the prosecutors’ costs of $26,600. 

The works have subsequently been assessed and certifi ed.

Wednesday the 28 October was the last day for the Department 

of Commerce to receive tenders to develop the Perisher Village. 

Advertising of the tender was broadcast in Australia and overseas 

to maximise potential interest; the process of procurement being 

managed by the State Property Authority (SPA) on behalf of NPWS.

The village has been subject of an exhaustive master planning process 

in the early 1990’s, a Land and Environment Court Commission of 

Enquiry, Plan of Management Amendments and was subject to a 

direct deal negotiation between NPWS and Perisher Blue. This direct 

deal was entered into as Perisher Blue held a lease right (for a car park) 

over the site. The direct deal was mutually terminated by NPWS and 

Perisher Blue after it became apparent that a suitable commercial 

deal could not be agreed. However, NPWS and Perisher Blue did agree 

that they did not want to see the village proposal pass. Perisher Blue 

subsequently agreed to surrender their lease right over the car park 

as part of the recent consolidated mountain lease arrangements 

which has enabled NPWS to go to this wider open market process for 

development, construction and operation of the village.

An update on the village expression of interest will be provided in the 

next edition of Resort Round-up.

development
       without consent       without consent

expressions of interest expressions of interest 
for perisher village for perisher village 
now closed and being considerednow closed and being considered

Managing NSW Alpine Resorts – information online
For information about resort operations and planning within Kosciuszko National Park visit:

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/alpineresorts/index.htm
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Underground petroleum storage systems 

(UPSS) have the potential to leak, leading 

to expensive clean-up bills and damage to 

the environment. Persistent leaks can have 

a major impact on neighbouring properties 

and impose very signifi cant costs on the tank 

owner and the broader community.

The Protection of the Environment Operations 

(Underground Petroleum Storage Systems) 

Regulation 2008 requires owners and 

operators to regularly check for leaks in 

underground fuel tanks and pipes used to 

store and handle petroleum products. They 

also need to meet minimum standards in their 

day-to-day environmental management.

The Regulation was gazetted on 28 March 

2008 and commenced on 1 June 2008. The 

Regulation aims to:

• introduce preventative measures to reduce 

 harm to the environment and human health;

• save money and minimise time-consuming 

 remediation by preventing leaks or 

 managing them early;

• ensure industry best practice is followed; 

 and

• ensure appropriate validation and 

 decommissioning of systems and sites.

Under the Regulation, it is against the law to 

allow or ignore contamination resulting from a 

leaking or faulty UPSS.

The person responsible for a UPSS (usually the 

owner/operator) is required to have in place:

• a system for detecting and monitoring leaks;

• groundwater monitoring wells at sensitive 

 locations and a program to test them;

• an Environment Protection Plan for the 

 facility; and

• systems in place for record keeping,

 reportingof leaks and notifying the local

 council when a UPSS is decommissioned.

Exemptions from 
the UPSS Regulation

Under clause 28 of the UPSS Regulation, 

the Department of Environment, Climate 

Change and Water (DECCW) has the power to 

exempt some operators from meeting certain 

requirements of the Regulation.

DECCW adopts a risk-based approach 

to assessing and granting exemptions. 

Exemptions are mainly being applied to 

the operations of ‘old’ UPSS (installation 

approved before 1 June 2008), where the 

operator/owners are able to demonstrate that 

either the UPSS is not in a DECCW-defi ned 

‘environmentally sensitive zone’, or the site 

is not contaminated and that appropriate 

systems are in place to ensure any leak or spill 

from the system will not pose a risk to health 

or the environment.

Exemptions may also be granted for ‘new’ 

or ‘signifi cantly’ modifi ed UPSS (installation 

approved after 1 June 2008) which can 

similarly demonstrate an absence of 

contamination and that no environmental or 

health risks will be posed from any leak or spill 

from the system.

For more information about UPSS regulations, 

guidelines and possible exemptions 

please visit the DECCW website at 

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/clm/upss.htm.

underground petroleum
storage system

It’s on

again!

07

Back to Perisher Weekend 

Fri 2 – Mon 5 April 2010 (Easter)

Come and celebrate your 

Easter in the Perisher area 

with a range of organised 

activities including a fun-run, 

bushwalking, mountain biking, 

billycart racing and evening 

gatherings at the Man from 

Snowy River Hotel. The Chalet 

at Charlotte Pass will also 

open the bistro, bar and triple 

chairlift over the Easter period, 

and Guthega Hotel will be open 

for food and accommodation. 

For more details see page 8.
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eastereaster funfun
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Kosciusko Alpine Club (KAC) member 
and historian, Peter Southwell-Keely, 
has completed his centenary 
publication called “Out on the Tops”. 
KAC is Australia’s second oldest ski club 
whose foundation members include 
some of Australia’s skiing pioneers from 
Kiandra. By virtue of KAC’s beginnings 
at Hotel Kosciusko then at The Chalet 
at Charlotte’s Pass, make this book an 
important historical resource about the 
development of snowsports in NSW.

With around 530 images spread across 
320 pages, “Out on the Tops” will not 
only be of interest to KAC members, 
but will also be a much valued library 
addition for Snowy Mountains’ history 
buff s and Australian snowsports 
devotees.

 “Out on the Tops” 
can be purchased from:
Kosciusko Alpine Club
P.O. Box 1822, 
Chatswood, NSW 2057
Price - $50 + $10 postage.

For further details contact 
KAC administration
(02) 9411 5974 or visit 
www.kac.org.au/index.html 
to download an order form.

out on 
the tops -
a centenary of the 
kosciusko alpine club

The United Nations has declared 2010 as 
the International Year of Biodiversity so 
join a discovery ranger on a guided walk or 
activity to discover more about the variety 
of life in the Snowy Mountains this summer.

If you would like to meet dragons, lizards 
and non venomous snakes then come 
along to the popular ‘Walkabout Reptiles’ 
presentations on Saturday 2 January and 
Sunday 3 January. Families with young 
children will enjoy ‘Rainbow Colours’, a 
guided walk to the picturesque Rainbow 
Lake and ‘Wonder Wander’, an activity fi lled 
exploration of the life in the mountain 
forest. ‘Walking as One’ will take you on a 
short, unusual forest walk that will focus on 
exploring, enjoying and relaxing while the 
‘Life On Earth - Alpine Herb-fi elds’ guided 
walk explores the fascinating story of life in 
the coldest parts of Australia as you climb 
Mt Stilwell to enjoy the spectacular view.

The Kosciuszko Education Centre, full of 
puzzles, games and displays will also be 
open throughout the Summer Discovery 
period from Tuesday 29 December 2009 to 
Friday 15 January 2010. To fi nd out about 
these and other activities visit the NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife website 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au 
or phone the Snowy Region Visitor Centre 
on 02 6450 5600.

Below:  Some of the ‘hands-on’ exhibits on display 
at the Kosciuszko Education Centre (photo from 
NPWS collection).

summer discovery walks, talks and tours program

perisher consolidated mountain lease...
what does it mean?

Above: Concept sketch for part of the Perisher 

Village (source: Perisher Range Resorts Master Plan). 

The new Perisher Consolidated Mountain 
Lease (PCML) amalgamates ten existing 
leases that were the culmination of 
developmental periods since the 1950’s 
and which had diff erent expiry dates. 
Besides cleaning up this administrative 
‘hodge-podge’ of leases, it gives Perisher 
Blue 40 year tenure over its 1,200 hectare 
ski fi eld with an option for an additional 
20 years. This consequently gives Perisher 
Blue commercial confi dence to invest and 

expand its resort interests. In turn, the 
PCML was a mechanism for Perisher 
Blue P/L to surrender the Perisher 
Valley carpark lease back to the NSW 
Government to allow the village centre 
development to take place (see article on 
‘Expressions of Interest for Perisher Village 
Now Closed’).
Another key aspect of the PCML was 
Perisher Blue’s relinquish of cross-country 
ski interests from the franchise area on 
the southern side of the Kosciuszko Road. 
This included the trails, retail and cross-
country tuition. A manifestation of this 
new arrangement was apparent during 
the 2009 season with K7 Adventures 
operating from a corner of the Nordic 
Shelter, and Wilderness Sports operating 
a shop from a partitioned corner of the 
NPWS Perisher building. The teaching 
of cross-country skiing in this area can 
now be provided by anyone with a NPWS 
Commercial Tour Operators’ Licence.

09
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otnotnot allowedallowedallowed

It is a timely reminder for residents and 
employees in all resorts that pets are 
not allowed in Kosciuszko National Park 
(KNP). Pets include any animal such as 
dogs, cats, fi sh and birds. The National 
Parks and Wildlife Regulation 2009 
includes off ences pertaining to ‘bringing 
animals in a park’ as well as ‘possessing 
animals in a park’. The privilege of 
working and living inside KNP means 
compromising some of the activities and 
possessions that are enjoyed when living 
outside a national park – including the 
keeping of domestic animals.

There are a range of reasons why pets 
are not allowed inside national parks, 
including the annoyance to other visitors, 
predation upon wildlife, the introduction 
of exotic diseases, and the potential 
to escape into the environment and 
establish feral populations. Whatever 
a lessees’ or visitors’ view on the 
innocuousness of their particular pet and 
their particular circumstance(s), these 
are laws that need to be respected and 
obeyed.

Exceptions to possessing animals in a 
national park include assistance animals 
that include guide dogs for the blind 
and companion animals. A person 
does not need to have consent from 
park management if there is bona fi de 
evidence of the following:

• A guide dog or hearing assistance dog 
 in harness; 
• An authority issued by the NSW  
 Attorney-General certifying that the 
 animal is an assistance animal for the 
 purposes of the Anti-Discrimination 
 Act 1977;
• An authority issued by the Minister for 
 Local Government certifying that the 
 animal is an assistance animal for the 
 purposes of the Companion Animals 
 Act 1998; and
• Registration of a dog as an assistance 
 animal by a local council (or other 
 authorised registration agent such as
  the Animal Welfare League).

Note that registration by a local council 
or other authorised registration agent 
will require the owner of the animal to 
present “a statement from the animal 
training organisation (eg NSW Guide Dog 
Association) that the animal is trained or 
being trained as an assistance animal and 
used as an assistance animal”.

If there is a circumstance other than that 
described above, then at the discretion 
of the NPWS Regional Manager or NPWS 
Manager Resorts, a companion animal 
may be conditionally approved to enter 
a national park for a short period of time. 
Approvals must be in writing.

 

no pets allowed in resorts

Below: Companion animals are not allowed unless 
certifi ed or approved by NPWS (photo by Mel 
Schroder).

 ResortRoundUP - issue 30



After two years of collaboration between 
SEAR (South East Arts Region) and NPWS, 
the book “Missing” was published and 
launched at the Snowy Region Visitor Centre 
in Jindabyne on Monday 7 September. The 
launch date was deliberately scheduled to 
coincide with National Threatened Species 
Day and attracted a crowd of 80 people 
including 40 children who were given dinner 
and a book reading of selected chapters.

“Missing”, written by Jane Carroll and 
illustrated by Melinda Perrin, 

tells the story of Gang-gang Cockatoo 
who searches for his friends across 

the southern Monaro and up in the 
Snowy Mountains. Upon fi nding 
each friend, with each one being 

a diff erent animal species, he learns 
about how and where they live and what is 
threatening their survival.

The collaborative project was developed 
to educate children on some of the lesser 
known threatened animals occurring across 
the Southern Tablelands. NPWS staff  guided 
the details on the selected fauna, whilst the 
writer and artist collaborated to produce 
an easy-to-read and attractive book. The 
children’s enthusiastic response confi rmed 
the book’s success.

The project was fi nancially supported by 
Southern Rivers Catchment Management 
Authority and the Regional Arts Fund. This 
funding also supported the associated 
photographic interpretation by Ruth 
Maddison on the lesser known threatened 
plants across the region – this was exhibited 
last year.

Copies of “Missing” can be purchased from 
the Snowy Region Visitor Centre in 
Jindabyne for $19.95.
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missingmissing

Above left to right: Amanda Midlam (editor), 
Andrew Gray (SEAR Regional Coordinator), Andrew 
Harrigan (NPWS Manager Resorts), Melinda Perrin 
(illustrator), Penny McLennan (NPWS Visitor Centre 
Manager) and Heidi Kunz (SEAR Arts Development 
Offi  cer) (photo by Dave Woods).

Below: Illustrator Melinda Perrin signing copies of 
“Missing” (photo by Dave Woods).

Below: Forty children from the Snowy Mountains 
community attended the book reading as part of 
the launch on National Threatened Species Day 
(photo by Dave Woods).

After two years of collaboration between
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Snakes usually get a mention in Resort Round-up 
because NPWS retrieve them from within and outside 
of lodges each spring and summer. The ongoing 
interest is in how early snakes are being aroused from 
their winter hibernation. Well how about the other side 
of the creepy-crawly encounters – large alpine spiders!

Have you ever seen holes in the alpine herbfi elds, 
between grass tussocks or in earthen patches? 
Some holes can be up to *40mm in diameter. These 
belong to Wolf Spiders - of which there are at least 
four species in the alpine and sub-alpine area; Lycosa 
summa, Lycosa kosciuskoensis, Lycosa musgravei and 
Lycosa godeff royi. Lycosa musgravei is probably the 
most frequently observed wolf spider in the Snowy 
Mountains and Lycosa godeff royi the most commonly 
encountered in other parts of south-eastern Australia.

Depending on species, alpine wolf spiders vary in 
colour from a light grey to a dark brown, and exhibit 
diff erent back patterns which aids in identifi cation. 
They also vary in size, but you can gauge the size of the 
spider by the size of the hole; small hole – small spider, 
big hole – big spider! A large spider may have a body 
up to 25mm long. This means its total leg span may be 

nearly 100mm, although thankfully for most people 
most spiders will be much smaller than this.

During winter when these spiders are most inactive, 
the burrow entrance is often sealed with a thick sheet 
of silken webbing. But during spring, wolf spiders may 
wait near their entrance for prey to pass by before 
rushing out, grabbing its prey and retreating into the 
burrow. Prey commonly include grasshoppers, beetles 
and small skinks.

Sometimes wolf spiders are encountered roaming 
across the ground and appear quite aggressive – so be 
careful where you sit and put your hands. Wolf spiders 
tend to be most hostile during the mating season and 
when displaced from their burrows. Although not 
possessing any life-threatening venom, wolf spiders 
can deliver a painful bite. If you are bitten and there 
is any doubt as to what type of large spider it is, you 
should seek medical attention IMMEDIATELY and if 
possible, bring the off ender along as well. 

* In bogs, fens and other streamside vegetation, you may come 

across holes larger than 40mm. These are more likely to belong 

to freshwater crayfi sh.
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The new licensing system for commercial 
recreation and tour operators has commenced 
across NSW. The program is called Parks Eco 
Pass and recognises the positive role played by 
operators to showcase NSW national parks and 
help create interesting and meaningful jobs in 
nature based tourism. It is a partnership that 
will not only promote national parks and help 
to increase visitation but also encourage visitors 
to appreciate, understand and help these areas.

Parks Eco Pass was developed after extensive 
staff , industry and community consultation. 
It responds to key recommendations in the 
Taskforce on Tourism and National Parks in 
NSW Report 2008 and includes best practice 
components of other systems operating in 
Australia. It is anticipated the new system 
will also lead to increased protection of 
conservation values through enhanced 
compliance activities and incentives for 

operators to become accredited in ecotourism 
and conservation management.

Among the changes and improvements from 
the previous system are:
• higher operating standards through licence 
 conditions and accreditation requirements;
• one licence (obtained through one 
 application process) which will allow 
 businesses to operate across multiple 
 parks for all licensed activities;
• a consistent fee structure throughout 
 the state;
• increased certainty by permitting the 
 transfer of licences if a business is sold;
• potential to access a longer licence term 
 if environmental standards are reached;
• access to a raft of new, free and/or ‘opt in’ 
 marketing/promotional opportunities;
• access to a centralised, informative and 
 responsive licensing system;

• a guarantee of service for licence assessment 
 (eight weeks) with a new dedicated, central 
 coordinator as a key contact point; and
• improved monitoring and compliance to 
 reduce the number of unlicensed operators 
 and improve performance of licensed 
 operators.

For more information about Parks Eco Pass visit 
http://deccnet/parkmgmt/ParksEcoPass.htm

parks eco pass

wolf spider   arachnids with attitude

the new licensing system for recreation and tour operators
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It’s not everyday you have cause to celebrate a centenary 
milestone, but 2009 marked 100 years since the Hotel Kosciusko 
at Digger’s Creek was opened. The Hotel went on to play a 
pivotal role in the development of both tourism in the Snowy 
Mountains and Australian snowsports.

Built by the NSW Government Tourist Bureau in 1909, Hotel 
Kosciusko was part of a larger tourism project that included 
the construction of the Summit Road between Jindabyne and 
Mt. Kosciusko. Until The Chalet at Charlotte’s Pass was built in 
1930, Hotel Kosciusko was the only substantial accommodation 
available in that part of the Snowy Mountains during that time. It 
provided opportunity to ski on the slopes adjacent to the Hotel 
as well as a base for those wanting to launch themselves on day 
and overnight tours higher up the mountain. Burning down in 
1951 and resurrected from the remnant staff  quarters by Tony 
Sponar in 1959, Hotel Kosciusko became Sponar’s Lakeside 
Inn. The name subsequently changed to Sponar’s Chalet and is 
currently owned and managed by Penny and Peter Abbott.

On a mild September evening and set in an atmosphere of old 
ski footage, photographs and equipment, more than 70 patrons 
enjoyed a three-course meal and the dulcet tones of singer-
pianist John Hill. Much of the historic memorabilia that adorned 
the walls and a side room was kindly provided on the night by 
Chas Skinner. Chas has a passion for collecting Australian ski 
memorabilia as well an inherit interest in Sponar’s Lakeside Inn 
where he lived whilst his parents managed the complex. Special 
guest speaker was Kosciusko Alpine Club’s historian Peter 
Southwell-Keely. Peter used the research from his book to give 
a pictorial overview of the history of Hotel Kosciusko and some 

of the more colourful characters who played a part in its early 
days. A small narration on the burning of the hotel was read by 
Kosciuszko Huts Association member Margaret Roseby, and the 
evening was compered by NPWS Environmental Liaison Offi  cer, 
Dave Woods.

However, the highlight of the night was the attendance by 
Elisabeth Sponar. In her golden years, Elisabeth’s role in the 
development of snowsports and the resorts industry was just 
as important as that of her more famous husband, Tony. Her 
company for the early part of the night allowed many patrons 
the opportunity to reminisce and reacquaint themselves with a 
matriarch of Australian skiing.

Below left to right: People with diff erent connections to Hotel 
Kosciusko and Sponar’s Chalet attended the dinner celebrations 
to enjoy fi ne food, hear interesting presentations and glean 
fascinating information through the displayed memorabilia 
(photo by Tim Heuchan).

Peter Southwell-Keely (left) and former Olympic skier Bob Arnott. 
Peter gave a presentation on the early history of Hotel Kosciusko 
with the information gathered from his book “Out on the Tops” 
that is now available for purchase from the Kosciusko Alpine Club 
(photo by Tim Heuchan).

Dinner guests peruse the collection of ski memorabilia provided 
by Chas Skinner; a collection that included the famous Lamble 
collection and material from his own family that lived at Hotel 
Kosciusko (photo by Dave Woods).

Elisabeth Sponar (left) with host Penny Abbott 
(photo by Tim Heuchan).

special centenary dinner
at hotel kosciusko (sponar’s chalet)
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Tucked away next to the NPWS Works Depot at 
Waste Point is a building that has been utilised by 
research scientists for over 40 years. This cottage 
is a result of the work undertaken by the NSW 
Soil Conservation Service (SCS) to rehabilitate the 
Main Range after the cessation of grazing, and the 
impacts associated with the development of the 
Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric Scheme. Interest 
was also shown by CSIRO in the signifi cance of 
alpine ecosystems and how little information had 
been gathered from this unique part of south-east 
Australia. Subsequently an alpine research unit 
was created under the Division of Plant Industries.

The legacy of this research is a comprehensive 
herbarium of most of the vascular plants found 
in and adjacent to Kosciuszko National Park. 
Some specimens go back to 1946. The herbarium 
collection is not just a relic of past interests and 
projects, but has been actively used and updated 
since responsibility for the collection was handed 
across to NPWS when the programs of SCS and 
CSIRO concluded in the mid-1970s. The herbarium 
continues to be an important reference source for 
NPWS managers and scientists, as well as visiting 
researchers from Australia and overseas.

Left: An example 
of a specimen 
sheet (photo by 
Dave Woods).

Below: Some of 
the boxed and 
categorised 
collections at 
the Waste Point 
Herbarium 
(photo by Dave 
Woods).

waste point 
herbarium Perhaps something that we have all known for sometime is that the Australian 

Alps is one of the best tourism destinations in Australia, for both national and 
international visitors. There have been various tourism initiatives over the years, 
often done at a town or regional level, and mostly within state boundaries. This 
approach has been satisfactory for many areas and to many people, but in a 
new economic era, changing demographics and increasing competition in the 
tourism sector, a new strategic approach is required to market new opportunities 
and remarket old ones.

The National Landscapes program is a partnership between Tourism Australia 
and Parks Australia, developed to identify and promote up to 20 of Australia’s 
best natural and cultural landscapes. The program aims to attract the ’experience 
seeker’ to world class landscapes and culture. The Australian Alps is one of 
these National Landscapes.

To help guide the future direction
of Australian Alps Tourism, 
a Master Plan was drafted and 
exhibited during September and 
October 2009 for public comment. The 
adopted plan will be communicated in 
the next edition of Resort Round-up.

In early October EMS Offi  cer – Virginia Logan received 
a Merit Award in the Local Government Category for 
outstanding achievement in developing, maintaining 
and governing an EMS, on behalf of the NPWS. The 
awards presentation was part of the 3rd National 
EMS Forum held in Bunbury, Western Australia. The 
National Parks and Wildlife Service fi rst developed the 
Perisher Range Resorts Environmental Management 
System (PRREMS) in 2002 in close cooperation 
with stakeholders including Perisher Blue, Perisher Chamber of 
Commerce, SLOPES, Elgas, Country Energy, RTA and Nature Conservation Council. 
The PRREMS was a condition by the Minister in approving the Perisher Master Plan 
and the Kosciuszko National Park Plan of Management – the latter also requiring 
an EMS to be developed by all other resorts which are all well underway.

the australian alps national national 
landscape tourism master planlandscape tourism master plan
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Resorts Wins Award Resorts Wins Award 
for Environmental Management System (EMS)
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THREDBO
For all enquiries pertaining to the Thredbo 
activities please contact visit www.
thredbo.com.au or 1300 020 589

December

• Kids holiday activities program: 
 from 26 December 2009
• New Years Eve: 31 December 2009
January

• Thredbo National Runners Week: 
 9-16 January 2010
• Thredbo Blues Festival: 
 15-17 January 2010
February

• Round 4 National Mountain 
 Bike Series: 13-14 February 2010
• Thredbo Enduro Downhill: 
 20-21 February 2010
March

• BMC Mountains to the Beach: 
 1 March 2010
• CMC Rocks The Snowys: 
 5-6 March 2010

• Australian Interschool Mountain Bike 
 Championships: 19-21 March 2010
April

• Kids holiday activities program: 
 from 2 April 2010
May

• Thredbo Jazz Festival: 
 30 April – 2 May 2010

PERISHER RESORTS

April

• Back to Perisher Weekend: 
 2-5 April 2010
Contact Dave Read (SLOPES) 
djread@bigpond.com T 0418 419 938 or 
Dave Woods (NPWS) 
dave.woods@environment.nsw.gov.au 
T 02 6450 5616
June

• Snowy Mountains of Music: 
 11-14 June 2010
www.snowymountainsofmusic.com.au/
General festival enquiries: 1300 811 324
belinda@snowymountainsofmusic.com.au

CHARLOTTE PASS RESORT
December/January & Easter

• The Chalet and Triple Chair will 
 be open to visitors

NPWS
For all enquiries pertaining to the 
NPWS Discovery program contact 
Snowy Region Visitor Centre 
02 6450 5600 or 
NPWS Education Centre, 02 6451 3700

December/January

• NPWS Discovery – kids and adult 
 activities program: school holidays
April

• NPWS Discovery – kids and adult 
 activities program: Easter school 
 holidays

Resorts  Major Events Calendar

trails trails guideguide
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If you like mountain biking and want to increase 

the opportunities for more riding in Kosciuszko 

National Park, then get a hold of the new 

Mountain Bike Trails Guide produced by Perisher 

resort. There are short and easy rides, to the 

longer but not overly diffi  cult ones in and around 

the Perisher resort. You can a get copy at visitor 

centres from around the Snowy Mountains or 

download a copy from the Perisher website at: 

www.perisher.com.au/winter/holiday_planner/

pdf/mt_bike_perisher.pdf

mountain biking 
around the perisher range

The following is a summary of events occurring in the resorts between January and June Long-Weekend 2010. Refer to the 

links and contacts for further information.

For a more detailed listing of what is happening across the Snowy Mountains, you can receive the Snowy Mountains PR 

Newsletter by contacting meagan@snowymountainspr.com.au to register for this electronic newsletter. The aim of this 

newsletter is to keep people informed and connected about events, activities and opportunities in the region. It is also an 

opportunity to have your activities and events promoted.



weed weed updateupdate

Approximately 20 percent of the fl ora in 

Kosciuszko National Park are weeds, a mix 

of accidental and deliberate introductions. 

This is a high proportion of exotic fl ora 

for a national park but one that can be 

attributed to some key phases in the park’s 

history including the Snowy Mountains 

Hydro-electric Scheme and its associated 

townships, the early period of ski resort 

development and some rehabilitation 

practices following the cessation of 

grazing. The legacy of some of these 

introduced species, particularly those that 

easily expand in range and out-compete 

native species, is a major and long term 

conservation challenge for land managers.

A range of weed species are targeted by 

NPWS and resort operators each year, 

but there is one that has not yet been 

identifi ed in resort areas (and nor do we 

want it to) but is high on the ‘vigilance 

radar’ – Orange Hawkweed (Hieracium 

aurantiacum).

Hawkweeds originate from Europe 

and Asia and are a threat to the alpine 

country and the temperate tablelands 

of eastern Australia. They were probably 

introduced to Tasmania as garden plants 

in the early twentieth century and were 

not recorded in mainland Australia until 

much later. Overseas, Hawkweeds are 

extremely invasive; ten species have 

already become problem weeds in New 

Zealand and several hundred species are 

known worldwide. In alpine areas orange 

hawkweed can out-compete native plants 

and disturb local ecosystems. It fi lls the 

spaces between grass tussocks that are 

necessary for the regeneration and survival 

of native plants.

Since the late 1990s several small 

populations have been identifi ed 

and controlled on the western side of 

Kosciuszko National Park, while larger 

infestations in and around the Alpine 

National Park and Alpine Resorts in 

Victoria are being intensively managed. 

Unfortunately the potential environmental 

and agricultural damage of hawkweeds 

was not appreciated when introduced to 

New Zealand and Tasmania, where major 

landscape problems now exist across all 

types of tenure and cost millions of dollars 

in lost agriculture and annual control 

programs.

The Snowy Mountains has similar 

environments to the areas in New Zealand 

and Tasmania where hawkweeds have 

become an invasive species. Our best 

chance to prevent this species from being 

established is to be vigilant, and if a plant 

or population is identifi ed, be quick to 

control and quarantine the site to prevent 

further spread.

YOU can help us defend against this 

particular species by keeping an eye-

out for hawkweeds, particularly Orange 

Hawkweed. If you happen to see a plant (or 

think you’ve seen one), please report it as 

soon as possible to the NPWS with detailed 

information about its location. Don’t pick 

the plant(s) as this may make relocating 

the individual or population diffi  cult, as 

well as inhibit an eff ective control program.

Some important features of Orange 

Hawkweed are:

• bright orange daisy-type fl owers 

 10–20 mm in diameter, that have 

 square-ended petals and grow in 

 clusters of 5–30 fl ower heads;

• leaves 100–150 mm long that are 

 dark green on the upper surface and 

 light green underneath, and form 

 rosettes close to the ground; and

• stems that contain milky sap and 

 are covered in short stiff  hairs.

Above: Michael Shepherd, 
USDA Forest Service.

16

orangeorange hawkweed
your help is needed
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The Municipal Services Unit (MSU) is pleased to announce that 

works have commenced for the closure of the last landfi ll site in 

Kosciuszko National Park. Whilst the Sawpit Creek landfi ll has not 

received any waste for some time, these works are a major step in 

the fi nal rehabilitation of the Sawpit Creek area.

The fi rst stage involves the reshaping and compacting of 

the landfi ll surface. Once this is completed a high density 

polyethylene (HDPE) membrane is laid over the entire surface. 

There is an existing underlying HDPE layer under the waste 

material and these two layers are welded along the edges to 

seal all the waste inside - this forms a large ‘rubbish pastie’ which 

ensures no contaminated material can escape.

Any leachate that is generated from the decomposition of waste 

is free to drain via the existing pipe network, this is captured and 

treated at the Sawpit Creek sewage treatment plant. To prevent 

the build-up of methane and other gases in the ‘pastie’, a gas 

collection and venting system is installed as part of the upper 

HDPE layer.

The upper HDPE layer is then covered with a number of 

protective layers of soil and gravel material to ensure it will not 

be damaged, and fi nally a revegetation layer is added to allow 

shallow rooted plants to be grown over the landfi ll surface.

Whilst the fi nal use of the former landfi ll cell is to be decided, 

a number of options are currently being considered including 

using the area as a nursery to grow stocks of poa grass for other 

rehabilitation projects within KNP. This could also possibly include 

the reuse of treated effl  uent to provide water and nutrients to the 

plants.

In addition to the landfi ll closure works, MSU are again 

undertaking signifi cant sewer rehabilitation works over the 

2009/2010 summer period. Approximately half a million dollars 

will be spent upgrading or replacing existing lines that have been 

identifi ed as needing work following the review of CCTV camera 

inspections and from the results of a sewer capacity assessment. 

All the sewer rehabilitation works this summer will focus on 

the Smiggin Holes area. The works will have the environmental 

benefi t of reducing potential leaks from the sewer system and 

will also reduce stormwater infl ow and ground water infi ltration 

into the system. This will provide longer term savings in energy 

consumption and sewage treatment costs.

Concrete road construction will also continue this summer on 

sections of Candle Heath Road and Wheatley Road at Perisher 

Valley, and design work for a new loop road, waste transfer 

station and workshop will keep the MSU staff  busy until the 2010 

snowseason.

npws municipal update
By Ryan Petrov – Senior Engineer, Municipal Services Unit

 Above: Sealing the landfi ll site at Sawpit Creek including preparation work 
for making a giant ‘rubbish pastie’ (photo from NPWS collection).

Donna Alexander leaves the position of Manager - Environmental 
Services Unit in which she has been acting since May 2006. This was 
her second stint in the role, applying her wide skills and knowledge 
across the resort areas. Her contributions have been many, but 
perhaps overhauling the Perisher Range Resorts Environmental 
Management System after a period of stagnation will be her legacy. 
Her personality and management of the unit was duly recognised 
when she was recently nominated by her staff  and subsequently 
awarded NPWS Spokeswoman of the Year. NPWS wishes Donna all 
the best with her new endeavours. 
Photo by Mark Nolan.
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The Canberra Alpine Club (CAC), which fi rst 

trail blazed skiing in the ACT’s Brindabella 

Ranges, is celebrating its 75th birthday.

First formed at a meeting at the Kiandra 

Hotel on 31 July 1934, the CAC has grown 

into an active and social club, with 600 

members and lodges at both Perisher and 

Jindabyne.

The Club’s inaugural President Charles 

Lane-Poole, the Director of the School 

of Forestry in Canberra, was elected at a 

meeting at the Canberra Hotel (now the 

Hyatt) on 11 October 1934. Mr Lane-Poole 

conducted classes in ski making using 

various Australian timbers.

The CAC members fi rst embarked on a long 

campaign for a road to be built into the 

Brindabella’s, and then built themselves the 

Mount Franklin Chalet, which was opened 

on 2 July 1938, “after much hard work” said 

Club President Adrian Beresford-Wylie.

The members cleared the runs by axe in 

the late `40s and again in the early `50s and 

then in 1957 they installed the “Brumby Tow” 

made from a Harley Davidson motor bike.

During the 1950s, the Club was further 

bolstered by a number of experienced skiers 

who had emigrated from Europe and many 

made great contributions to the Club.

By the 1960s, with snow seasons becoming 

less reliable in the Brindabella’s, the Club 

looked further south to the alpine areas 

around Kosciuszko.

“The construction of Perisher Lodge 

started on Boxing Day 1960 with $300 in 

the Club’s bank account,” said Alan Bagnall, 

who joined the Club in 1950 aged 19. “By 

using Club member’s voluntary labour on 

weekends and public holidays we opened 

the ‘Lodge’ for the 1961 skiing season on 3 

July. Not a bad eff ort in 6 months!”

“Only six years later, the Club was able to 

secure a lake front lease at Jindabyne, have 

the ‘Lodge’ built to lockup stage and then 

fi tted out by Club voluntary labour,” Alan said.

The CAC took a big blow when the 

historical Mt Franklin Chalet that they had 

worked hard to build and maintain was 

burnt to the ground in the 2003 bushfi res.

Today CAC’s nearly 600 members enjoy 

taking part in numerous Club activities, 

both during and out of the ski season.

“CAC nurtures junior skiers in all snow 

sports disciplines, and each year hosts 

Juniors’ Week and Youth Week in the school 

holidays for all levels of skiers,” Adrian 

Beresford-Wylie said.

Currently CAC boasts some very talented 

skiers, including two potential Olympian 

cross country skiers, Ben Sim and Katie 

Calder, and aerial skier, Laura Peel, who is 

taking part in the Development Program of 

the Australian Aerial Skiing Program.

“Skiing appeals to such a wide range of ages 

- it’s a great family sport, and we have some 

families with all three generations skiing, 

including some skiers well into their 70s,” 

said Adrian. One of the Club’s fi rst members 

who had been present at both the Kiandra 

and Canberra inaugural meetings, Tim 

Ingram, recently died aged 97.

“Tim’s commitment to the Club in those 

early years helped lay the foundations for 

the vibrant and family-orientated Club 

we have today. The contribution Tim and 

his contemporaries made in building the 

lodge at Franklin, establishing a culture of 

self-reliance and a ‘can-do’ attitude, and in 

later seizing the opportunity to build at 

Perisher and Jindabyne, allowed CAC to 

reach the grand age of 75,” said Adrian.

Members of the CAC celebrated their 75th 

birthday with a series of events during the 

ski season and at a post-season dinner 

and afternoon barbecue in Canberra in 

October.

canberra alpine club
celebrates its 75th birthday

By Mandy Gyles of Canberra Alpine Club

Below left: Early days at Mount Franklin Chalet (photo courtesy of CAC collection). 
Below right: Canberra Alpine Club members at Perisher for Juniors’ Week (photo courtesy of CAC collection).
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The Snowy Adit Spoil Dump occupies 

approximately 11.25 ha and is situated 

approximately three kilometres down 

stream of Island Bend Pondage on the 

northern bank of the Snowy River in 

Kosciuszko National Park. Snowy Adit 

was formed during construction of 

the Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric 

Scheme with rock and construction 

waste material from the excavation of 

the Eucumbene-Snowy Tunnel and the 

Snowy-Geehi Tunnel. Since then the site 

has been a source of material for road 

and track building in the national park 

as well as foundation and facing rocks 

for buildings in the Resorts.

Snowy Adit is now progressively being 

rehabilitated by the NPWS Former 

Snowy Scheme Site Rehabilitation 

Project. Rehabilitating 950,000 cubic 

metres of rock and construction waste 

is a big task. The fi rst stage of work saw 

reshaping of Zone 1 and the removal of 

240 tonnes of scrap metal uncovered 

during earth moving. Fortuitously, 

the scrap metal was sold at the height 

of the recent resources boom. The 

subsequent funds have been re-

invested into additional works at the 

site. The reshaped Zone 1 was then 

vegetated with 43,000 endemic plants 

along with mulched haybales. There has 

been an excellent success rate with this 

revegetation program.

A year later there was more reshaping 

of the spoil dump in the adjacent 

Zone 2. However prior to this, around 

$150 000 was spent on sorting and 

stockpiling rock useful for various 

park management activities. This 

has provided the NPWS and other 

stakeholders with rock for infrastructure 

projects such as roads, fi re trails, drains, 

gabion baskets, facing buildings and 

walking track construction projects. 

Zone 2 was reshaped over the winter of 

2009 and is currently being vegetated 

with 40,000 juvenile plants.

Zone 3 will not be rehabilitated for 

at least another 10 years. This will 

enable the sourcing of more rock for 

infrastructure works in the Park. Zone 

3 will be progressively rehabilitated 

as rock is removed for infrastructure 

projects.

Whilst the site will always remain a 

testament to the massive earth moving 

and tunnel building achievements of 

the Snowy Scheme - the reshaping 

and revegetation works will reduce 

sedimentation to the Snowy River, 

remove scrap metal and with the 

establishment of thousands of plants 

integrate the site back into the 

surrounding natural environment. The 

other lasting legacy of the site will be an 

on-going supply of rock of varying sizes 

for infrastructure projects throughout 

Kosciuszko National Park (including 

resorts) for years to come.

rocks and rehabilitation -
restoration of snowy adit

By Megan Coleman – NPWS Former Sites Offi  cer

Top: Straw mulch helps retain moisture on an otherwise harsh substrate (photo from NPWS 
collection). Middle: Close up of one of the rehabilitation areas showing healthy young plants – 
some of the 43,000 planted so far (photo from NPWS collection). Bottom: The progression of 
straw and log fences show the advance of the rehabilitation works into the quarry area (photo 
from NPWS collection).
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Andrew Harrigan – Ph. 6450 5504

email: andrew.harrigan@environment.nsw.gov.au

Manager, Environmental Services Unit

Brendan Diacono – Ph. 6450 5607

email: brendan.diacono@environment.nsw.gov.au

Environmental Liaison Offi  cer

Dave Woods – Ph. 6450 5616

email: dave.woods@environment.nsw.gov.au

Environmental Management Offi  cer (EMS)

Virginia Logan – Ph. 6450 5612

email: virginia.logan@environment.nsw.gov.au

Environmental Management Offi  cer

(Assessments Coordinator)

Shane Trengove – Ph. 6450 5543

email: shane.trengove@environment.nsw.gov.au

Environmental Management Offi  cer

(Research and Monitoring)

Mel Schroder – Ph. 6450 5611

email: mel.schroder@environment.nsw.gov.au

Senior Environmental Health Offi  cer

Mark Nolan – Ph. 6450 5613

email: mark.nolan@environment.nsw.gov.au

Manager, Commercial Properties Unit

Karen Field – Ph. 6450 5502

email: karen.fi eld@environment.nsw.gov.au

Manager, Municipal Services Unit

Andrew Logan – Ph. 6457 4410

email: andrew.logan@environment.nsw.gov.au

Senior Engineer, Municipal Services Unit

Ryan Petrov – Ph. 6457 4411

email: ryan.petrov@environment.nsw.gov.au

MSU Supervisor Operations and Maintenance

Steve Hansen – ph. 6457 4413

email: steve.hansen@environment.nsw.gov.au

NPWS Jindabyne Offi  ce

Ph. 6450 5555
Fax 6450 5530

NPWS Perisher Offi  ce

Ph. 6457 4444
Fax 6457 4455

The NPWS is part of the Department of Environment and Climate Change and Water NSW

Non-credited articles by Dave Woods.

ffstaff  contacts


