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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This Fire Management Strategy provides direction for fire management activities within Brindabella 
National Park and Brindabella State Conservation Area (the Park) to fulfil the NSW National Parks and 
Wildlife Service obligations under various legislation, Government policy and inter-agency 
agreements. The fundamental obligation in bushfire management is to minimise the risk of bushfire 
damage to life and property.  Whilst maintaining this emphasis on life and property, we also have an 
important statutory obligation to minimise damage to natural and cultural heritage values which may 
occur through bushfire management practices.  This plan will be reviewed in 2013. 
 
The Park covers an area of approximately 21000 ha and forms the northern most extent of the 
Australian Alps National Parks.  It is located in southern New South Wales and adjoins the Australian 
Capital Territory, between 10 and 30 kilometres west of Canberra’s urban area.  94% of the Park was 
burnt at varying intensities in January 2003. 
 
The park is significant for its biodiversity, landscape, cultural and recreational values. There are almost 
500 native plant species recorded in the park, which are found within sixteen different vegetation 
types.  Twelve of these plant species are regarded as regionally significant as they are at the limit of 
their distribution. Importantly the park contains the northern most limit of the fire sensitive alpine ash, 
and a small area of the endangered ecological community - Boxgum Woodland. Several threatened 
fauna species are located within the Park including the Northern Corroboree Frog which is listed as 
Vulnerable under the NSW Threatened Species Act. 
 
The park forms part of the catchment for the Goodradigbee River which flows into Burrinjuck Dam 
providing a primary source of irrigation water further downstream to the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area. 
Importantly, the park also forms part of the catchment for the Cotter Dam which provides domestic 
water for the ACT. 
 
The park receives about 11,500 visitors annually and is particularly popular among four-wheel drive 
and trailbike enthusiasts. 
 
This strategy identifies the primary objectives for fire management operations, the characteristics of 
the bushfire environment, the assets within and surrounding the Park, and the values of the Park.  The 
strategy includes a risk assessment of fire threat to assets, including natural and cultural heritage 
assets, and provides a range of fire management guidelines to facilitate fire management planning 
and fire suppression operations. 
 
The major actions identified within the strategy over the next five years are: 

• Liaise closely with ACT authorities and NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS) Bushfire Management 
committees on all aspects of fire management within the Park.  NPWS will work closely with 
the ACT authorities in determining actions to be undertaken to reduce risk to the ACT 
community. 

• Development and implementation of annual work schedules for prescribed burning and asset 
protection zone maintenance within identified fire management zones. 

• The NPWS will upgrade a number of strategic fire trails to the standard required for the 
movement of heavy plant and equipment used in fire suppression.  

• Liaise with ACT authorities to encourage appropriate land management practises to protect 
the rural and urban interface. 

• Implement early fire detection and suppression strategies. 
• Undertake joint training exercises with the NSW RFS, ACT RFS and Forests NSW. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Scope, Term and Purpose of this Strategy 
 
This document describes the strategies the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) will 
implement in Brindabella National Park and Brindabella State Conservation Area to meet its 
obligations under the Rural Fires Act 1997, National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995, and other relevant legislation, Government policies, inter agency and inter 
state agreements between 2008 and 2013. Brindabella National Park and Brindabella State 
Conservation Area, will hereafter be referred to as the Park.  The NPWS is part of the NSW 
Department of Environment and Climate Change. 
 
The strategy has been prepared in accordance with the policies and procedures detailed in the NPWS 
Fire Management Manual (NPWS, 2006a), NPWS State Incident Plan (NPWS, 2006b), NPWS 
Strategy for Fire Management (NPWS, 2003a) and the Brindabella National Park and State 
Conservation Area Draft Plan of Management (NPWS, 2005). 
 
This strategy has considered the outcomes from the NSW Inquiries into the January 2003 Fires in the 
Brindabella Ranges and the Kosciuszko National Park area; the ACT Inquiry into the January 2003 
Bushfires; and other related Fire Inquiries. 
 
This Strategy is supported by: 
 
• Fire Management Works Program (see Table 8) which lists the fire management strategies to be 

implemented over the life of the plan, and incorporated into the Queanbeyan Area annual works 
program. 

• Bushfire Operations Map which is reviewed annually and identifies built, cultural and natural 
assets to be protected from bushfire and fire control advantages.  

• South West Slopes Region Incident Response Procedures which are reviewed annually and detail 
bushfire preparedness and response procedures. 

 
The Strategy is also supported by other hardcopy maps of the Park and a Geographic Information 
System (GIS) database maintained by the South West Slopes Region offices in Tumut and 
Queanbeyan. 
 
The implementation of the strategy will be assessed annually, in accordance with NPWS performance 
indicators specified in the NPWS Fire Management Manual (NPWS, 2006a).  Performance indicators 
related to State of the Parks reporting are currently being developed and will be utilized for the 
purpose of evaluating this strategy when finally approved. 
 
The strategy will be reviewed every five years, with the next review due in 2013.  If required by 
circumstance, the operational life of the strategy may be shortened or extended. 
 
1.2  Fire Management Objectives 
 
The primary fire management objectives of the NPWS are to: 
• protect life, property and community assets from the adverse impacts of fire; 
• develop and implement cooperative and coordinated fire-management arrangements with other 

fire authorities, reserve neighbours and the community; 
• manage fire regimes within reserves to maintain and enhance biodiversity; 
• protect Aboriginal sites, historic places and culturally significant features known to exist 

within NSW from damage by fire; and 
• assist other fire agencies, land-management authorities and landholders in developing fire 

management practices to conserve biodiversity and cultural heritage across the landscape. 
 
Consistent with the statutory obligations and policies of NPWS, as defined in the NPWS Strategy for 
Fire Management (NPWS 2003a), the fire management objectives defined for the Park are to: 
 
• reduce the occurrence of human caused unplanned fires in the Park; 
• suppress unplanned fires occurring in the Park; 
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• minimise the potential for the spread of bushfires within, from or into the Park; 
• protect from bushfires occurring in the Park, persons and property in, or immediately adjacent to 

the Park; 
• protect Aboriginal sites, historic places and culturally significant features known to exist within the 

Park from damage by fire; 
• manage fire regimes for the protection of the range of plant and animal communities within the 

Park, with particular attention to the maintenance of populations of threatened or regionally 
significant species; and 

• support pest plant and animal management activities. 
 
1.3 Description of the Park 
 
1.3.1 Location and Terrain 
 
This Strategy applies to the following Reserves, 
 
• Brindabella National Park 
• Brindabella State Conservation Area 
 
The Strategy considers the fuels, assets and fire advantages both within and immediately adjacent to 
the Park. 
 
The Park is located in southern New South Wales and adjoins the Australian Capital Territory, 
between 10 and 30 kilometres west of Canberra (Map 1).  The Park incorporates two separate parcels 
of land reserved as Brindabella National Park (approximately 18,472 hectares). Brindabella State 
Conservation Area (SCA) (approximately 2,880 hectares) forms a link between the two sections of 
Brindabella National Park.   
 
Brindabella National Park was reserved in April 1996.  A further approximately 700 hectares of land in 
the Mount Coree area, located between the original park boundary and the ACT/NSW border north-
east of Mount Coree, was added to the park in 1999.  As an outcome of the Regional Forest 
Agreement (2000) approximately 8,990 hectares, along the Goodradigbee River, was added to the 
park on 1 January 2001.  At the same time an additional 2880 hectares was added to the park as 
State Conservation Area. 
 
The Park is the northern most of a chain of Alpine Parks in the Australian Capital Territory, New South 
Wales and Victoria.  Namadgi National Park (ACT) borders the Park to the southeast, and Bimberi 
Nature Reserve (NSW) is directly adjacent to the south.  The linkage of these parks offers protection 
to large areas of alpine, sub-alpine and montane vegetation. 
 
The plan area is occupied by a series of ranges, which run in NW/SE or NE/SW direction. The terrain 
is mountainous and steep with approximately 56 percent of the Park being slopes greater than 180 

(Map 2), which renders them as more susceptible to erosion than lower slopes.  The north west corner 
of the Park has the lowest elevation, being 380 metres above sea level (asl) with the highest point 
being Mt Coree at 1,421 metres asl.  In the eastern section, the lowest point, near Dingo Dell Flats is 
860 m and the highest point, immediately east of the Park, is Pig Hill at 950 m asl.  The terrain and 
landforms contribute significantly to localised variations in weather conditions, wind patterns, 
vegetation, fuel loads and arrangements, and fuel moisture.  The topography and variable conditions 
are a challenge in fire suppression operations. 
 
The soils of the Park have not been comprehensively mapped to date, although Butz made some 
observations during his 1980 appraisal of the area. Soil fertility is generally low throughout the Park.    
All soils in the Park are prone to erosion, but this varies from those on Ordovician metasediments 
(least prone to erosion) to those in stream banks (extremely erosion prone).  Some soils are more 
susceptible to erosion when dry, particularly in the event of sudden storms with flash runoff. The 
poorly developed structure of all but the red forest loams also makes most soils susceptible to surface 
compaction and reduced porosity after removal of vegetative cover or mechanical disturbance.  
 
Most of the plan area falls in the Goodradigbee and Murrumbidgee River catchments, upstream of the 
Burrinjuck Dam.  A small area around Coree Flats, falls into the Cotter River catchment.  
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Not all of the lands surrounding the Park are protected areas.  Substantial areas of naturally vegetated 
crown and private lands exist immediately to the west and north of the Park, while agricultural lands 
dominate to the east and north east.  The ACT Government managed Cotter Catchment Area abuts 
the Park’s south east boundary.  The south east boundary of the Park also forms the ACT/NSW 
border.  The Goodradigbee River lies along the western boundary of the Park.  
 
The Park is located within the following administrative areas: 
• Department of Environment and Climate Change – Queanbeyan Area, South West Slopes 

Region, Parks and Wildlife Group. 
• Rural Fire Service – Southern Tablelands Zone, Riverina Highlands Zone. 
• Local Government Area – Yass Valley, Tumut. 
• Catchment Management Authority – Murrumbidgee. 
• Local Aboriginal Land Council – Brungle/Tumut. 
 
 

Map 1: Locality of Strategy Area 
 
 

 
1.3.2 Planning Framework 
 
The NPWS has statutory obligations under the Rural Fires Act 1997 to protect life and property on its 
lands and to minimise the risk of fire leaving its property.  Under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 
1974 the NPWS is empowered and has an obligation to conserve the natural and cultural heritage of 
NSW.  The Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 requires the NPWS to have regard to key 



Brindabella National Park and State Conservation Area DRAFT Fire Management Strategy 

5 

threatening processes for threatened species, such as inappropriate fire regimes, when carrying out 
fire planning.  'High frequency fire resulting in the disruption of life cycle processes in plants and 
animals and loss of vegetation structure and composition’ is listed as a Key Threatening Process on 
Schedule 3 of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995. 
 
Other relevant legislation for fire management includes the Commonwealth Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act, 1999 which provides for the protection of threatened species and 
ecological communities, and other protected species.   
 
The NPWS must give appropriate consideration in its fire management planning to the requirements of 
protection for both human life and property as well as the protection of the environment.  In developing 
its fire management policies, the NPWS must not only safeguard the direct protection of human life, it 
must also ensure the protection of the natural and cultural values of NSW for future generations. 
 
1.3.3 Fire History/Frequency  
 
The pre-European fire history of the Park is not well known. Traditional fire practices of Aboriginal 
people in NSW have not been well researched and are therefore poorly understood.  Aboriginal 
people are likely, however, to have had burning regimes which encouraged grazing plants in areas in 
which they hunted game and kept corridors open in lands they travelled through. Lightning was 
presumably also a major cause of fire in the area. 
 
Banks (1989) noted a significant increase in fire frequency for the Brindabella area from 1860.  In the 
100 years 1860 to 1960 the most common cause of fires was burning undertaken by graziers or 
stockmen.  It is believed that stockmen burnt the mountain forests regularly to encourage palatable 
growth for stock and maintain accessibility.   
 
Major fires often developed in drier seasons. Extensive fires occurred in the area in 1906, 1915, 1917, 
1918, 1926, 1939, 1942, 1945, 1952 (Department of Forestry, ANU 1973).  The exact extent of the 
burnt areas are hard to determine due to incomplete historical records. Map 3 details the wild fire 
history of the Park. 
 
Severe fire seasons in 1926 and 1939 eventually led to the 1944 lease of an area of the Brindabella 
Range to the ACT Bush Fire Council.  Much of the leased area occurs within the boundaries of the 
Park.  From 1985 the ACT Bush Fire Council ceased active hazard reduction burning within the lease 
area.  Map 4 details the hazard reduction history within the Park. 
 
In more recent years the major cause of fire has been lightning with occasional fires caused by 
arsonists.   

 
A significant El Nino event in 2003 coupled with a severe and widespread lightning event on 8th 
January 2003 resulted in 164 ignitions across south eastern Australia. Extended periods of high to 
extreme fire danger resulting from low humidity, high temperatures and strong winds resulted in 
approximately 1.87 million hectares being burnt across South East Australia with subsequent loss of 
life and major assets. 
 
Fires in the Brindabella ranges burnt approximately 94% of the Park and also impacted upon 
surrounding lands and assets.  Rural assets in both NSW and ACT and the western fringes of 
Canberra’s southern suburbs were heavily impacted by the fire with 4 deaths and significant property 
loss, including the destruction of nearly 500 properties. 
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Map 2 – Slope Classes  
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Map 3: Wild Fire History 
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Map 4: Hazard Reduction History 
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1.3.4 Fuel 
 
Both prior to and post 2003, fuel levels across the Park vary widely. Fuel sampling was first carried out 
in the Park in December 1997.  Average surface fine fuel loads from the 33 sites varied from 8.2 to 
27.9 t/ha.  The sampling found that higher fuel levels tended to occur at higher altitudes and were 
generally associated with moister sites.  For example, average surface fine fuel loads measured at 
sites located within the lower altitude dry open forests was 13.5 t/ha, and in the high altitude moist 
forests it was 23.3 t/ha.  Shrub cover across all the sites ranged from 5 to 70% with shrub height 
ranging from 0.5-4m.  Both shrub cover and height were found to be highly variable (Department of 
Forestry ANU, 1998).  
 
The fires of 2003 burned with differing intensity in various parts of the landscape.  In some areas of 
the Park there was complete burning of the forest canopy and understorey, while in other areas there 
was only mild burning of the understorey and the forest canopy remained intact. Across much of the 
Park, fuels were significantly reduced.  Map 5 indicates fire extent and intensity across the landscape 
by interpreting multitemporal Landsat ETM imagery, taken before and after the 2003 fires. Much of the 
most severely burnt areas were burnt during significant fire runs under severe fire weather conditions 
on 18th January 2003.  Table 1 details the class definitions. Due to differences in fire severity and 
regeneration, accumulation rates of fine fuels are likely to differ across the Park.   
 

Class Definition 
Very High Fire Severity • Complete canopy defoliation 

• No leaves remain 
High Fire Severity • Total canopy scorch 

• Leaves brown but remain attached 
Moderate Fire Severity • Partial canopy scorch 

• Upper canopy remains green 
Low Fire Severity • Canopy intact 

• Understorey burnt 
Very Low Fire Severity • Canopy intact 

• Understorey unburnt or had very low intensity burn  
Table 1 – Definitions of fire severity classes  

 
Fuel sampling was carried out in 2004, 17 months after the 2003 wildfires.  The 2004 sampled sites 
average surface fine fuel loads range from 1.2 to 9.2 t/ha with an average fine fuel load across the 
Park of 5.2t/ha.  This compares with average surface fine fuel loads that ranged from 8.2 to 27.9t/ha 
measured in 1997 (Enfireonment, 2004). 
 
In 2006-07 fuel loads were assessed using an Overall Fuel Hazard assessment method (McCarthy et 
al, 1999).  Information gained whilst assessing the Overall Fuel Hazard was used to provide a coarse 
estimate of surface fine fuel load (t/ha) and overall fuel load (t/ha).  However, the data used in the 
comparison of surface fine fuel has a poor level of accuracy, due to the coarse estimates used to 
convert litter depth (mm) to equivalent load (t/ha).  These estimates of surface fine fuel load were 
compared with measured figures from before the 2003 wildfire (1997) and 17 months post fire (2004).   
 
The findings suggested that the fuel load at surface level was similar to fuels measured 17 months 
following the fire, at approximately 50% of the sites.  In addition, approximately 75% of sites still had 
fuel loads less than those recorded in 1997, before the fire event.  Table 2 shows the percentage of 
sites recorded in 2006 in various surface fine fuel load classes, and the percentage of sites in various 
overall fuel load classes, which includes bark and elevated fuels in addition to surface fine fuel. 
 
Estimated 
fuel  loads 

<8 t/ha 8 – 11 t/ha 12 – 14 t/ha 15 – 19 t/ha  20 – 27 t/ha 

Number of sites 
within estimated 
SURFACE fuel 
load category 

57% 
(24 sites) 

21% 
(9 sites) 

3% 
(1 site) 

12% 
(5 sites) 

7% 
(3 sites) 

Number of sites 
within estimated 
OVERALL fuel 
load category 

26 %  
( 11 sites) 

26% 
(11 sites) 

24 % 
(10 sites) 

5% 
(2 sites) 

19 % 
(8 sites)  

Table 2 – Surface and Overall Fuel Load  
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As indicated above, 19% of sites recorded surface fine fuel loads in excess of 15 t/ha.  These sites 
were dominated by sites located within moist gullies (5 sites), and at high altitude (>900m)(5 sites). 
These sheltered gully sites carry high levels of biomass due to the higher moisture availability, which 
generally equates to high fuel loads.  They are also usually located in non fire prone areas due to their 
topographic position and aspect.  Therefore fuel loads in gully communities are not necessarily 
reduced, even in some wildfire incidents. 
 
The overall hazard ratings further informed understanding of fuel structure and fuel hazard.  Rather 
then only considering surface fine fuel loads (t/ha) as in the past, the whole fuel complex, including the 
bark and elevated fuels are considered – bark and elevated fuels being the fuel elements principally 
responsible for both first attack failure and also for general suppression difficulty. The estimated 
overall fuel load has been derived from the overall hazard rating determined for the sites and is shown 
in Table 2.   
  
Areas affected by high severity fire and canopy scorch in 2003, are characterised by post fire regrowth 
of epicormic and basal resprouting, and in some areas dense regrowth shrub cover.  In these same 
areas, surface fine fuels and bark fuels can be low. This has created areas of high elevated fuels, 
which impacts fire suppression operations by providing available fuel in dry conditions and impeding 
access for earth moving equipment and fire fighters. 
 
As expected, a significant proportion of sites with overall fuel loads in excess of 15 t/ha were located in 
gully communities.  In contrast exposed westerly slopes generally had low fuel loads due to lower fuel 
accumulation rates, and lower bark hazards.  These sites are often located on slopes that carry the 
main run of the fire.   
 
Fuel monitoring stations are identified in Map 6, with details of the most recent surface fine fuel 
measurements (Nov 06 – Mar 07) compared to original measurements recorded in 1997 and 2004. 
 
1.3.5 Fire Weather 
 
The area covered by the strategy is characterised by heavy rainfall and lower evaporation rates 
compared to the adjoining Tablelands.  Owing to the higher rainfall and slower evaporation rates, 
forest fuels in the plan area can remain moist until late December.  Fire danger may therefore lag 
behind the lowlands. 
 
Within the ACT Region the summer months of December and January are the most fire prone in an 
average season due to higher temperatures and lower rainfall.  However, the season may continue 
into March or April (Lindesay 2003).   
 
A typical fire weather sequence over south eastern Australia occurs with; 
• the formation of a heat low over north-western and or Central Australia, combined with a blocking 

high to the east or south-east of the continent; 
• a deep cold front passing over the southern regions of the continent, causing hot, dry air from the 

centre of the continent to flow across the south-east region; and 
• an increase in the wind speed of westerly to north-westerly airflow as the cold front approaches, 

leading to ‘blow up’ fire conditions in the region (Cunningham, 1984). 
 
Severe fire seasons in the Southern Tablelands are characterised by some or all of the following. 
• high drought indices (eg BKDI where value exceeds 50 for several weeks); 
• strongly negative Southern Oscillation Index values (-12 or less); 
• summer weather patterns in which the path of cold fronts associated with pressure systems pass 

to the south of the continent; 
• absence of rain bearing events from the north west of the continent; 
• absence of pronounced cyclone events to the north and north east of the continent; and  
• owing to the variable nature of the terrain within the Park, there may be significant local variation 

in measures such as wind direction and wind speed. 
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Projections of future changes in climate for NSW include higher temperatures, increasing sea levels 
and water temperatures, elevated CO2, more intense but possibly reduced annual average rainfall, 
increased temperature extremes and higher evaporative demand.  These changes are likely to lead to 
a greater intensity and frequency of fires, in addition to other environmental impacts such as, more 
severe droughts, reduced river runoff and water availability, regional flooding, increased erosion and 
ocean acidification.  
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Map 5: Fire Severity Mapping 
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Map 6: Surface Fine Fuel Loads 
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1.3.6 Significant Cultural Heritage Values 
 
Archaeological sites are important to Aboriginal communities as they are a testament to their history 
and associations with an area.  A number of Aboriginal archaeological sites are known within the Park, 
consisting mainly of open artefact scatters, and a modified tree.  One archaeological survey has been 
carried out within the Park focusing on the camping areas, however no landscape wide survey has 
been undertaken.  Many of the sites recorded to date, are as a result of opportunistic observations and 
the recorded sites should not be regarded as a comprehensive indication of Aboriginal sites within the 
Park.  
 
The current NPWS policy is that Aboriginal sites will be protected from disturbance or damage by 
human activities and all works with the potential to impact on Aboriginal sites will be preceded by 
Aboriginal cultural heritage surveys.  Fire suppression activities need to balance the urgency required 
for quick response and the protection of cultural sites.   
 
A limited number of sites with historical significance have been recorded within the Park.  The two 
most substantial sites are the Bag Range Hut and Hume Sawmill remains.  Both of these sites are 
located in the north of the Park.  McIntyres Hut, located on the Goodradigbee River, was rebuilt in 
June, 2000, after being destroyed by fire under suspicious circumstances.  This was prior to this 
section being added to the Park in 2001.  The site provides a focal point for 4WD and motorcycle 
groups and the hut is maintained by these groups. 

1.3.7 Significant Natural Heritage Values 
 
The Park is the northern most of a chain of Alpine Parks in the Australian Capital Territory, New South 
Wales and Victoria.  The linkage of these parks offers protection to large areas of alpine, sub-alpine 
and montane vegetation.  
 
The Park is located within the catchments of the Burrinjuck and Cotter dams.  Intense fires that 
remove vegetation cover and leave soils exposed can cause impacts including increased sediment, 
nutrient and organic matter loads in river systems and water storages following post fire rains. 
 
The Park has a diverse flora with 462 native species having been recorded in a variety of 
communities.  Twelve species are regarded as being regionally significant as they occur at the limit of 
their known distribution. Sixteen vegetation types were identified within the Park, during a vegetation 
survey and mapping project (CSIRO, 1997). These vegetation types can be divided into three broad 
categories: 

1. Drier, lower areas, mainly dominated by open forest vegetation types typically comprising 
Eucalyptus dives, E. mannifera, E. macrorhyncha, E. rossii. 

2. Wetter, higher areas, mainly dominated by open forest and montane forest vegetation types 
comprising E. robertsonii, E. dalrympleana, E. delegatensis, E.pauciflora, E. fastigata.  Also 
included are riparian communities dominated by Casuarina cunninghamii, Eucalyptus 
viminalis and Acacia melanoxylon.   

3. Heath or swamp vegetation with a distinctive suite of species.    
 
The 2003 fire event burnt the Park at varying intensities.  A high proportion of plant species in the Park 
regenerate primarily through resprouting (from buds in the stem, trunk or roots), often combined with 
some seedling germination.  Some plant species are obligate seeders, which die after complete leaf 
scorch but regenerate from seed.  If these individuals are exposed to another fire before they reach 
maturity and set seed, there is the potential they will become locally extinct.  Research carried out 
after the 2003 fires in Brindabella National Park and the northern section of Bimberi Nature Reserve 
found generally flora that was present prior to the 2003 fires was also present after the fires (Doherty 
and Wright, 2004). Even though the vegetation composition generally did not change, the vegetation 
structure may change for a period of time following the fire, making habitat less suitable for local fauna 
species. 
 
The Park contains the northern most limit of Eucalyptus delegatensis (Alpine Ash) forest.  This species 
is killed by high intensity fires, and regenerates from canopy stored seed.  The vegetation class 
associated with montane rocky heath contains plant species that are regionally significant due to their 
limited distribution, and are killed by fire.  
 
A vegetation type consisting of Yellow box (E.melliodora) and Apple box (E. bridgesiana) occurs within 
the northern section of the Park.  Due to the presence of E. melliodora, this community conforms with 
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the description of the Boxgum Woodland which is listed as an endangered ecological community 
under the Threatened Species Conservation Act, 1995 and the Commonwealth Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, 1999.  Further assessment is required to determine the 
condition of this community.  It consists of 5.6 ha located in the north of the Park.   
 
In March of 1998 a preliminary survey of the fauna of the Park was undertaken, involving observation 
and various sampling techniques at 25 sites in a range of vegetation communities.  The survey 
established the presence of 60 species of birds, 19 species of mammals (5 introduced), 13 species of 
reptiles and 3 species of frogs.  The survey was carried out during a drought so it may reasonably be 
expected that future survey efforts will increase the number of recorded bird and frog species.  The 
survey did not sample the Park’s population of bats. 
 
Based on field surveys and opportune sightings (as recorded on the NSW Wildlife Atlas), a number of 
species, listed as vulnerable under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995, have been 
recorded in the Park.  In addition to those that have been recorded, a number of species are predicted 
to occur within the Park.  Further survey work is required to determine if they are present within the 
Park.  The recorded and predicted threatened species are detailed in Appendix 2. Species recorded 
within the Park, that are listed under agreements with China and Japan for the protection of migratory 
bird species, are also detailed in Appendix 2. 
 
The population of the Northern Corroboree Frog (Pseudophryne pingellyi) within the Park is one of 
three geographically separate populations of the frog within New South Wales and the ACT, all of 
which occur in the Australian Alps.  The Brindabella Range population of the frog has the most 
restricted distribution (60 km2).  The southern limit of the population is Mt Bimberi and the northern 
limit is near the old Hume Sawmill. “Controlled” burning activities are classed as a threat to the survival 
of this species.  Osborne (1991) recommends that breeding sites should be given full protection from 
direct human disturbance, particularly any activity that has the potential to reduce water flow into 
shallow breeding pools. 
 
1.3.8 Recreational Use and Park Management Facilities 
 
The majority of the Park’s recreational opportunities are centred on use of 4WD tracks to appreciate 
scenic views and the expansive undeveloped nature of the Park.  The most visited destinations in the 
Park are Flea Creek and MacIntyres Hut along the Goodradigbee River in the west of the Park, and Mt 
Coree in the Park’s south which offers extensive views in all directions.  Little is known about the 
seasonality of visitation but peaks during school and public holiday periods over the warmer summer 
months are likely. Traffic counters have identified peak summer use patterns of approximately 350 
vehicles per month for Flea Creek and approximately 150 to 200 vehicles (including trail bikes) per 
month for McIntyres and Lowells Flat (also located on the Goodradigbee River).  
 
Vehicle counts on the more popular trails within the Park has identified that approximately 4,600 
vehicles or 11,500 people per annum are estimated to visit the Park.  The Two Sticks Road and 
Webbs Range tracks have received most of this use.  There is evidence of a limited amount of bush 
camping at Coree Flats (located approximately 1 kilometre north of the summit of Mount Coree) and 
Top Crossing, located in the north east of the Park. 
 
No recreational facilities are currently provided within the Park, however, campground upgrades are 
proposed which include the provision of toilet facilities, picnic tables and fireplaces, and the 
formalisation of vehicular access.  The campground upgrades will be implemented as funding 
becomes available. 
 
The Park’s proximity to Canberra, and the national tourism role that Australia’s Capital plays, provides 
the Park with a potentially very large recreational catchment. 



Brindabella National Park and State Conservation Area DRAFT Fire Management Strategy 

16 

 
2. BUSH FIRE RISKS 
 
2.1 Introduction 
 
For the purpose of this Strategy, bushfire risk is defined as the chance of a bushfire or inappropriate 
fire regime occurring and causing damage to assets within or adjacent to the Park.  Assets include life 
and property, cultural heritage and natural heritage.  The bushfire risk analysis method described in 
the NPWS Strategy for Fire Management (NPWS, 2003a) has been applied to identify all assets within 
and adjacent to the Park.  All assets within and adjacent to the Park to a distance of three kilometres 
(3 km) have been plotted and appear at Map 8.   
 
The fires of 2003 demonstrated that under extreme weather conditions fire from this area can impact 
on the rural and urban areas of the ACT. This risk is recognised in this Strategy. Map 9 identifies both 
naturally and culturally sensitive areas within the Park.   
 
2.2 Bushfire Behaviour Potential 
 
Bushfire behaviour at any position on the landscape reflects: 
• site attributes such as, vegetation class, slope, aspect and elevation (can affect fuel levels, 

structure and moisture content); and 
• fire weather attributes such as temperature, relative humidity, wind direction, and wind speed.  

While these characteristics are difficult to predict, analysis of local weather data shows that bad 
fire weather days are generally associated with winds from the north-west to west.   

 
Table 3 outlines the categories of vegetation class, slope and aspect and elevation used to generate 
the bushfire behaviour potential model.  The vegetation types were divided into vegetation classes 
according to their likely fuel hazard potential, including the structure and arrangement of fuel, the fuel 
load and the frequency with which it will be dry enough to burn.  Map 7 illustrates the bushfire 
behaviour potential for the Park. 
 

Vegetation Bushfire Behaviour 

      Low Montane Rocky Heath 
Cleared 2 % 

Moderate 

Snowgum-mountain gum forest  
Black sallee woodlands 
Manna gum forest  
Brown barrel forest  
Alpine ash forest  
Riparian 
Swamp 

13 % 

High 

Peppermint-mountain gum forest  
Narrowleaf peppermint-mountain gum forest  
Peppermint forest  
Dry box woodland  
Riparian Heath 

85 % 

Aspect Bushfire Behaviour Slope Bushfire Behaviour Elevation Bushfire Behaviour 

Rating Aspect in degrees Rating Slope in 
degrees Rating Elevation (asl) 

Very Low 45-1800 &Flat Very Low 0 - 100 Low 1401-1800 m 

Low 180-2250 Low 10 - 200 Medium  1101- 1400m 

Moderate 0-450 & 225-2700 Medium 20 -400 & >700 High 801 – 1100m 

High 270-3600 High >400 Very High 0 – 800m 

Table 3 – Bushfire Behaviour Potential 
 
The western slopes of Webbs Ridge, Baldy Range, Bag Range, and the ridgeline that marks the 
NSW/ACT border in the Two Sticks Road vicinity, have the highest fire behaviour potential, due to 
their steepness and exposure to both afternoon sun and drying north-westerly to westerly winds 
through summer.  Fires driven up these slopes under strong winds have high spotting potential.  
 
Lower fire behaviour is found on more sheltered easterly aspects or with more gently undulating 
slopes, for example California Flats and Top Crossing.  The fuel moisture levels are generally higher, 
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thus mitigating fire behaviour under moderate conditions.  However, during extended drought periods 
or severe fire weather conditions these forests have the potential to support extreme fire behaviour, 
exacerbated by the ribbon bark of some of the tree species. 
 
More information is required on the effect of terrain and localised weather conditions on fire behaviour 
in the Park. 
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Map 7 – Bushfire Behaviour Potential 
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2.3 Life and Property 
 
As the fire history has shown, there is the possibility of fire in this area burning significant distances to 
the east and south east under extreme conditions and impacting on rural and urban areas in the ACT. 
 
In addition, there are a number of assets adjacent to the Park.  These include private residences and 
farm buildings. There is also a fire tower located at the summit of Mt Coree, that is managed by the 
ACT Emergency Services Authority. Assets within 3km of the Park are detailed at Map 8. 
 
Two 330kv powerlines traverse the Park.  One is situated along the southern boundary of the Park, 
adjacent to Brindabella Rd.  The second runs through the centre of the Park and is serviced by the 
Powerline trail, as well as intersecting Two Sticks Road at various points. 
 
There is a private pine plantation located to the north east of the Park, which has recently been 
subdivided.  Any resulting change in landuse will be subject to the guidelines outlined in the NSW 
Planning for Bushfire Protection (RFS, 2006). 
 
There are currently no built management assets, owned by the NPWS, within the Park.  However, 
there are a number of camping sites within the Park where there may be concentrations of Park 
visitors.   
 
Due to the steep and remote terrain of the Park, a thorough evaluation of possible risks to firefighters 
and support personnel should be undertaken prior to deployment of crews on the firegound. 
 
2.4 Cultural Heritage 
 
A thorough survey of Aboriginal Cultural heritage has not been conducted within the Park.  It is 
therefore not known with any certainty whether there are sites that can be damaged by fire.  Known 
sites consist of open artefact scatters, and a modified tree.  The open artefact scatters occur on river 
flats, ridge tops and lower slopes and do not require special protection from fire.  It is NPWS policy 
that sites will not be disturbed by heavy equipment or fire fighting/fire management activities. 
 
McIntyres Hut and the Bag Range fire lookout Hut are the only European cultural sites, which require 
protection from fire.  Sites that require protection from earth moving equipment during fire operations 
include the Hume sawmill site, the eucalyptus still remains at Top Crossing, and the Coree Hut ruins 
located on Two Sticks Road.  
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Map 8: Built Assets within and adjacent to the Park  
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Map 9: Natural and Cultural Heritage Assets 
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2.5 Natural Heritage 
 
The Park forms part of the catchment of the Goodradigbee River, which flows into the Burrinjuck dam.  
This is a major asset providing irrigation water to the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area (MIA).  The Park 
also forms part of the catchment for the Cotter Dam, which provides domestic water for the ACT.  Any 
fire management practices should avoid accelerating erosion, runoff and ash-fall so as to minimise 
degradation of water quality and yield to these catchments. 
 
2.5.1 Vegetation 
 
The vegetation classes in the strategy area have evolved in an environment in which fire is an integral 
part, and fire management needs to apply fire regimes, which allow the vegetative response to be 
within historically characteristic ranges.  
 
According to CSIRO (1997) the plant species in the Park are tolerant of a fire event with most woody 
plants being “sprouters”.  Although the fire regime that they can tolerate in terms of frequency, 
intensity and seasonality is not known.  An exception to this observation is Alpine Ash (Eucalyptus 
delegatensis) which is killed by high intensity fire and only regenerates from seed stores released from 
the canopy after fire. This species can withstand low intensity burns if there is no canopy scorch.  
Stands of Alpine Ash are found in less fire prone areas such as south easterly facing slopes (CSIRO, 
1997). Also, vegetation class associated with montane rocky heath within the Park contain plant 
species that are regionally significant due to their limited distribution, and are sensitive to fire. 
 
It is not considered essential to exclude fire from any vegetation class in the plan area in the long 
term.  However, vegetation classes containing Alpine Ash that have been impacted by a high intensity 
fire should have a minimum fire interval that enables the regenerating Alpine Ash to reach 
reproductive maturity and establish a canopy stored seedbank.  Frequent high intensity fire, resulting 
in canopy scorch, will potentially cause local extinction in Alpine Ash communities.  Also, although 
wildfires need not be excluded from the montane rocky heath vegetation class, fire should not be 
introduced into these sensitive communities.  Additionally, a fire regime that is very different from the 
natural regimes and outside an ecosystem’s ability to respond to fire (ie, very frequent or very 
infrequent) will result in loss of biodiversity. 
 
The Endangered Ecological Community – Box Gum Woodland and the flora species identified as 
having regional significance (Appendix 3) do not have specific fire management requirements and can 
be managed in accordance with the prescriptions for the vegetation classes in which they occur.  The 
exception to this observation, are the regionally significant plants associated with montane rocky heath 
vegetation class. 
 
To assist in the management of natural heritage values, fire may be used as a tool for pest species 
management. 
 
2.5.2 Biodiversity Thresholds 
 
While plant species within the plan area have developed strategies to cope with fire, the diversity of 
species and the composition of different vegetation communities may be affected by the intensity, 
frequency, seasonality, type and extent of the fire.  The combination of all these factors is known as 
the fire regime (Gill 1981). 
 
Broad vegetation classes for the Park are detailed at Map 10. Biodiversity Fire Regime Thresholds 
(Table 4) have been developed for each broad vegetation class by categorising them according to 
Vegetation Formations (Keith 2004) and determining the minimum and maximum fire interval as 
described in the NSW Bushfire Environmental Assessment Code (NSW RFS, 2006b) and the 
Guidelines for Ecologically Sustainable Fire Management – NSW Biodiversity Strategy (NPWS, 2004).  
The guidelines define “acceptable” fire intervals consistent with the maintenance of existing plant 
species for that particular community.  The minimum interval is based on a minimum period of time for 
some species in a community to become reproductively mature.  The maximum interval indicates a 
period of time after which species may be lost due to senescence. 
 
These are indicative biodiversity thresholds based on broad state wide guidelines. The broad 
thresholds are based on an analysis of known flora response to fire using plant vital attributes, and 
including compatibility of known fauna requirements, for identified broad vegetation formations (NPWS, 
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2004). These thresholds, while accounting for some key flora and fauna variables, do not account for 
the whole variability in the landscape. Therefore such thresholds must be used with caution (NPWS, 
2004). Interpretation of the thresholds should be done in association with local knowledge, detailed 
survey and planning associated with prescribed burn proposals and utilising the results of local 
monitoring programs (NPWS, 2004).  It should be noted that the minimum and maximum intervals do 
not denote absolute time frames before or after which species will be lost.  The model indicates areas 
of the landscape where monitoring may be necessary.  If monitoring predicts biodiversity decline, then 
actions such as fire exclusion or the application of prescribed burns may be implemented.  There is 
very little data available on the response of fauna species to fire regimes and therefore more attention 
should be paid to fauna species at the local level when considering applying the thresholds. 
 

Vegetation 
Formation 

Vegetation 
Class  

Minimum 
Fire 
Interval 

Maximum 
Fire 
Interval 

Fire History 
Evaluation 

Guidelines 

     • Planning should provide for a range of age classes (time since 
fire) within all formations. 

Alpine 
Complex 

Montane Rocky 
Heath  

No 
burning 
permitted 
 

No 
burning 
permitted 

94% Overburnt 
6% Recently burnt 

• Recovery in Alpine areas can be very slow due to lower 
productivity at higher elevations.  

• Fire occurs rarely, except under extreme conditions. 
• Protect from fire during back burning operations. 

Dry 
Sclerophyll 
Forests - 
shrubby 
subformation 

Dry box 
woodland, 
Peppermint forest 
Peppermint-
Mountain gum 
forest, Riparian  

7 30 <1% Overburnt 
1% Vulnerable 
87% Recently Burnt 
12% Underburnt 

• Some intervals in the higher end of the range, ie. 25 years, 
may be desirable (NPWS, 2004).  This is particularly relevant 
for Riparian communities containing Casuarina 
cunninghamiana, as they provide refugia after fire events, and 
should burn irregularly due to their topographic position and 
fuel moisture levels.  They are not guaranteed to resprout and 
recolonisation is slow.  These communities should be 
protected during prescribed burning operations. 

• A decline in biodiversity is predicted if 3 or more consecutive 
fires occur with inter – fire intervals of < 7yrs. 

• Too frequent fires may promote fire tolerant shrubs. 
Sclerophyll 
Grassy 
Woodlands 

Snowgum-
Mountain gum 
forest 

10 40 
 

1% Overburnt 
16% Vulnerable 
83% Recently burnt 

• Occasional intervals >15 yrs may be desirable (NPWS, 2004). 
• High intensity fires should be avoided. 
• A decline in biodiversity is predicted if 3 or more consecutive 

fires occur with inter – fire intervals of < 10yrs. 
Wet 
Sclerophyll 
Forests - 
grassy 
subformation 

Manna gum 
forest, Alpine ash 
forest, Narrowleaf 
peppermint-
Mountain gum 
forest 

10 
 

50 <1% Overburnt 
17% Vulnerable 
83% Recently burnt 
<1% Underburnt 

• Occasional intervals greater than 15 years may be desirable 
(NPWS, 2004).  

• Crown fires should be avoided in the lower end of the interval 
range (NPWS, 2004). 

• Some minimum intervals >25 yrs for low intensity fires are 
required in Alpine ash forest, especially at higher elevations.  
Except for asset protection purposes, no fire should be 
introduced in Alpine ash forest during the life of this plan. 

• A decline in biodiversity is predicted if: 
⇒ 3 or more consecutive fires occur with inter – fires intervals 

of <10yrs,  
⇒ no understorey fire within 50 years,  
⇒ 2 or more canopy consuming fires in Alpine Ash occur 

within 25 yrs, 
⇒ no high intensity fire in Alpine Ash occurs within 400 yrs. 

• Some drier parts of these communities may tolerate 
occasional lower fire intervals of low intensity fires. 

Wet 
Sclerophyll 
Forests - 
shrubby 
subformation 

Brown barrel 
forest 

25 60 5% Overburnt 
24% Vulnerable 
71% Recently burnt 
 

• Crown fires should be avoided in the lower end of the interval 
range (NPWS, 2004). 

• A decline in biodiversity is predicted if: 
⇒ 3 or more consecutive fires occur with inter – fires intervals 

of <25yrs,  
⇒ no understorey fire within 60 years,  
⇒ 2 or more canopy consuming fires occur within 100 yrs,  
⇒ no high intensity fire occurs within 400 yrs. 

• Some drier parts of these communities may tolerate 
occasional lower fire intervals of low intensity fires. 

Heathlands Riparian Heath 7 30  • Occasional intervals greater than 20 years may be desirable 
(NPWS, 2004). 

• A decline in biodiversity is predicted if 3 or more consecutive 
fires occur with inter – fire intervals of < 7yrs. 

Forested 
Wetlands 

Swamps 7 35  • Occasional intervals greater than 30 years may be desirable 
(NPWS, 2004). 

• A decline in biodiversity is predicted if 3 or more consecutive 
fires occur with inter – fire intervals of < 7yrs. 

Table 4 – Biodiversity Fire Regime Thresholds for vegetation formations within Brindabella 
National Park  
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Map 11 indicates the current status of thresholds within the Park.  The areas where the model is 
showing thresholds have been exceeded correspond with Brown Barrel Forest and Narrowleaf 
Peppermint Mountain Gum Forest in the north west of the Park.  This area has been burnt twice in 
recent years, with prescribed burning carried out in 1994/1995, prior to the gazettal of the Park, and a 
wildfire in 2003.  A small area of Alpine Ash on Dingi Dingi Ridge trail has also exceeded thresholds 
due to wild fires in 1998 and 2003.   The Montane Rocky Heath is classified as Alpine Complex and 
therefore fire should be excluded from this vegetation class.  This class burnt in the 2003 wildfire, and 
is therefore overburnt. 
 
An area of Drybox Woodland and Peppermint Forest in the far north west of the Park is classified as 
underburnt.  This area last burnt during prescribed burning activities in 1972/73, therefore the 
maximum thresholds for these classes have been exceeded.  
 
Threshold Interpretation and Management Guidelines 
Overburnt • The inter fire intervals have been too short.   

• Additional fire in this area will lead to adverse fire regimes and may threaten community 
biodiversity. 

• Protect from fire as far as possible. 
Vulnerable • The community has experienced at least one interval less than the appropriate minimum fire 

interval and is currently at an age less than the minimum interval, the community is 
considered vulnerable to a fire.  

• Will be overburnt if it burns within life of this plan. 
• Protect from fire as far as possible. 

Recently Burnt • Time Since Fire is currently less than the target interval, but before the 2003 fire event, it was 
within the desired threshhold.  

• Fire should be avoided until vegetation communities reach minimum thresholds. 
Within threshhold • Fire history is within the threshold for the vegetation community.  

• Fire is neither required or to be avoided.   
Underburnt • May require fire for biodiversity reasons. 

• Planned or unplanned fire would be acceptable in this area.  Planned fire might be introduced 
to the area if; 
♦ the vegetation community demonstrates a loss of biodiversity, 
♦ conditions are suitable and fire intensity meets vegetation, flora and fauna community 

requirements 
♦ >50% of any vegetation community group falls within the threshold and, underburnt 

category. 
Unknown/ No 
Regime Assigned 

• The fire history is too short to determine whether it is underburnt or over burnt.  Or the areas 
do not have a threshold assigned to them or there is missing data, limiting the modelling 
capabilities in DEC GIS. 

Table 5. – Biodiversity Fire Regime Threshold definitions 
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Map 10 – Broad Vegetation Classes  
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Map 11: Vegetation Threshold Analysis 
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2.5.3 Fauna 
 
While general information is known about plant responses to fire, the response of fauna to fire is 
poorly understood.  Fire management guidelines for threatened fauna observed, or predicted to occur 
within the Park have been derived based on their life cycle and habitat needs (Appendix 2).  
 
Research carried out after the 2003 fires in Brindabella National Park and the northern section of 
Bimberi Nature Reserve found generally flora that was present prior to the 2003 fires was also present 
after the fires (Doherty and Wright, 2004). Even though the vegetation composition generally did not 
change, the vegetation structure may change for a period of time following the fire, making habitat less 
suitable for local fauna species. 
 
Frequent fires may reduce the numbers of a wide range of fauna. Mammal and bird numbers have 
been found to generally take a few years to recover after fire, particularly for those dependent on 
understorey and litter layers. However, if more than 80% of the habitat of small mammals such as 
Antechinus and bush rat is burnt, recolonisation takes longer.  This also has implications for the 
predators that prey on the species dependant on the understorey layers, such as the Powerful Owl 
(listed as vulnerable under the Threatened Species Conservation Act, 1995).  
 
Inappropriate fire regimes are implicated in the demise of various native animal species including the 
vulnerable yellow bellied glider (Petaurus australis) and the spotted tail quoll (Dasyurus maculatus), 
both of which are dependant on tree hollows or fallen logs as breeding sites.  Many reptiles need a 
long enough interval between fire to allow a build-up of litter, shelter and basking sites such as logs, 
and an adequate food supply of litter invertebrates. Frequent fire will reduce the numbers of 
invertebrates dependent on a stable litter. Long fire intervals may result in shrub senescence and lead 
to a reduction in the numbers of some species that utilise shrub thickets for feeding and nesting. 
 
The Park contains limited areas of Northern Corroboree Frog habitat.  Frequent burning could have 
effects on the population, especially if it alters water flow regimes or results in the siltation of breeding 
ponds. 
 
Many threatened fauna species often have widespread distributions or large home ranges within the 
Park eg. Powerful Owl.  This makes it difficult to make location specific recommendations for many of 
these species.  Therefore fire protection strategies have only been developed for the known Northern 
Corroboree Frog sites, as outlined in Section 3.3.1 and 4.4.  Other threatened species recorded or 
predicted to occur within the Park, as listed in Appendix 2, will be managed in accordance with the 
habitat in which they are likely to occur.  Guidelines for protection of key habitat, other then Northern 
Corroboree Frog habitat, have been included as key habitat sites may be identified for other species 
during the life of this plan.   
  
2.6 Summary of Key Fire Risks 
 
Life and Property 
• Visitors in camping areas where escape from bush fire would be slow or difficult. 
• Ensuring safety of fire fighters on fireground. 
• Protection of neighbouring properties of the Park. 
• The possibility of fire runs under extreme weather conditions burning significant distances to the 

east and south east and impacting on rural and urban areas in the ACT. 
• Protection of assets such as powerlines.  
• Reliance on neighbouring properties to implement and maintain appropriate asset protection 

zones as per Planning for Bushfire Protection Guidelines (NSW RFS 2006), and reliance on ACT 
authorities to maintain appropriate land management regimes at the rural and urban interface. 

 
Cultural Heritage 
• Protection of Cultural heritage sites from fire and earthmoving equipment. 
 
Natural Heritage 
• Exceeding fire thresholds for plants and animals within the Park. 
• Broadscale burning of a vegetation class throughout its entire distribution within the Park. 
• Threats to Corroboree frog habitat, from earth moving equipment, fire suppression chemicals and 

too frequent fire. 
• Threats to the habitat of threatened fauna or their prey, from frequent fires. 
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• Threats to the Alpine Ash vegetation class from too frequent high intensity fire incidents. 
• Threats to the montane rocky heath vegetation class from earth moving equipment and introduced 

fire. 
• Protection of catchments for both Burrinjuck and Cotter dams. 
• Threat of nutrient loss in soil due to frequent burning, and subsequent changes in understorey 

species. 
 
Table 6 outlines the risk assessment for assets in or adjacent to the Park.  
 
Risk assessment – Life and Property 
Assets Vulnerability Risk Mitigation 
T1 – Private properties/farm 
buildings within close proximity 
(100m) of reserve boundary  

5 assets are located within 100m 
of the Park, and thus are within 
the immediate area of influence 
of fire leaving the reserve. 

T2 – Private property within 3 
km of reserve boundary 

Vulnerable to fire coming from 
the Park, particularly under the 
influence of north westerly to 
south westerly winds. 

Public assets within Park, eg. 
330kv powerline, campgrounds, 
Mt Coree firetower (immediately 
adjacent to Park) 

Vulnerable to impacts from fire 
within the Park. 

• Participate in the 
development and where 
appropriate implementation, 
of fire management 
proposals regarding asset 
protection, through the RFS 
Bushfire Management 
Committee and ACT 
Emergency Services 
Authority. 

• Maintain asset protection 
zones surrounding public 
assets, as required. 

• Liaise with ACT authorities 
regarding classification of 
zones within the 
cooperative management 
area and the requirement 
for prescribed burn 
activities.  

• Implement ridgetop ignitions 
in Land Management Zone 
2, in accordance with 
vegetation biodiversity 
thresholds, and fuel load.  

• Maintain all access trails 
within the reserves for use 
in fire suppression. 

• Upgrade and maintain the 
Southern section of Two 
Sticks Road, Blue Range 
Road, northern section of 
Webbs Ridge, Doctors Flat 
Road and Maginot Trail to 
float standard. 

• Maintain identified fire 
management operational 
assets such as helipads and 
water points as required. 

• Respond to wild fires as 
soon as they are detected. 

• Ensure operational 
guidelines are adhered to. 

• Implement annual fire 
management work 
schedule. 

Visitors to the Park Vulnerable to impacts from fire 
within the Park. 

• As above 
• Erect signs at major 

camping and picnic areas 
advising of actions they 
should undertake in the 
event of a fire. 
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Risk assessment – Life and Property  
Assets Vulnerability Risk Mitigation 
  • If a fire breaks out check 

campgrounds for visitors 
(preferably by air) and give 
directions if required. 

• Park closure may be 
implemented during 
periods of extreme fire 
danger, when the Park is 
threatened by fire, or when 
a fire is actually burning in 
Park. 

 
Firefighting personnel • Vulnerable to impacts from 

fire within the Park. 
• As above. 
• Undertake a thorough 

evaluation of the possible 
risks to fire fighters and 
support personnel before 
deploying crews onto 
fireground. 

ACT Rural and Urban Areas • The possibility of fire runs 
under extreme weather 
conditions burning 
significant distances to the 
east and south east and 
impacting on rural and 
urban areas in the ACT. 

• As above. 
• Liaise with ACT authorities 

to encourage appropriate 
land management 
practices to protect the 
rural and urban interface. 

 
Risk Assessment - Cultural Heritage 
Assets Vulnerability Risk Mitigation 
Known Aboriginal sites Known sites consist of open 

artefact scatters, and do not 
require protection from fire. 
However, they would be 
damaged by earthmoving 
equipment.  A known modified 
tree would be damaged by fire, 
or earth moving equipment. 

• Adhere to guidelines on 
minimising impact of fire 
and fire management 
activities on Aboriginal 
sites (Appendix 1). 

• Managers will be alerted to 
the presence of Aboriginal 
and historic sites through 
the recording of sites, GIS 
support and the production 
of hardcopy maps to assist 
in operations (SWS 
Regional Incident 
Procedures details staff 
with authorisation for 
access to databases). 

• All personnel involved in 
control line construction 
and vehicle based fire 
suppression operations 
are to be briefed on site 
locations and the required 
management strategies for 
site protection.  Specific 
site protection strategies 
are to be included in 
Incident Action Plans.  

• Inspect affected sites after 
wildfire and apply erosion 
works where necessary. 

Non recorded Aboriginal sites Due to limited survey, the 
location and types of sites 
throughout the Park are not 
known.  As their presence is 
unknown, they may be damaged 
by fire, or earthmoving 
equipment.   

• Fire line construction will 
be monitored for possible 
site disturbance. 

• Encourage survey of 
Aboriginal sites after 
fires when site visibility 
is increased. 
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Risk assessment – Cultural Heritage 
Assets Vulnerability Risk Mitigation 
Historic sites Bag Range Hut and McIntyres 

Hut would be damaged by fire. 
• Maintain asset protection 

zones surrounding Bag 
Range Hut and McIntyres 
Hut.  

• Fire suppression 
chemicals may be used 
directly on huts.  

• Consider temporarily 
wrapping huts in protective 
foil to protect from ember 
attack. 

• Protect heritage sites 
during backburning 
operations.  

Historic sites not damaged by 
fire 

Hume Sawmill, Coree Hut ruins 
and the Eucalyptus distillery at 
Top Crossing, do not contain 
materials that would be 
damaged by fire.  However, they 
would be damaged by 
earthmoving equipment. 

• Exclude earthmoving 
equipment within 30m of 
Aboriginal and Historic 
sites during fire 
operations. 

 
 
Risk assessment – Natural Heritage 
Assets Vulnerability Risk Mitigation 
Fire sensitive vegetation 
classes. 

Exceeding fire thresholds for 
vegetation communities could 
lead to change in species 
composition and structure. 

• Minimise size and intensity 
of wildfires, and manage to 
produce mosaic burn 
patterns, particularly in 
areas containing Alpine 
Ash and Brown Barrel 
which may be impacted by 
too frequent fire. 

• Except for asset protection 
purposes, fire will be 
introduced in accordance 
with the biodiversity fire 
regime thresholds. 

• A range of post fire ages 
within the recommended 
fire interval should be 
present in each vegetation 
class. 

• Fire should not be 
introduced to montane 
rocky heath.  Protect from 
fire during back burning 
operations.  Avoid the use 
of earth moving equipment 
within this community. 

• Ensure potential risks to 
Alpine Ash, Brown Barrel, 
Montane rocky heath and 
Northern Corroboree Frog 
habitat located within 
Cooperative Management 
Area are identified during 
development of sub 
regional fire management 
plans, and potential 
prescribed burn activities. 

• Monitor the impacts of fire 
suppression operations and 
prescribed burning. 
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Risk assessment – Natural Heritage 
Assets Vulnerability Risk Mitigation 
Threatened species and their 
habitat. 

Too frequent fire could lead to 
the death of individual animals, 
as well as reducing available 
habitat and prey. 

• Key habitat has been 
identified for the Northern 
Corroboree Frog.  
Predetermined control lines 
will be identified around the 
habitat, and established in 
the event of an 
approaching fire.   

• Future threatened species 
habitat surveys may 
identify key habitat for 
protection from fire.  If 
identified, follow threatened 
fauna guidelines (Appendix 
2) for specific species or 
habitat types. 

• Avoid implementation of 
prescribed burns during 
Spring, and during times of 
prolonged drought.  
Minimise introduction of 
high intensity fires during 
prescribed burning and 
backburning operations. 

• Avoid damaging/felling 
hollow-bearing and 
nest/feed trees when 
establishing control lines, 
mopping up and during 
prescribed burning.    
During mop up activities try 
to extinguish fire rather 
then falling tree. If habitat 
trees are located on control 
lines remove fuel from base 
of tree, prior to prescribed 
burning or backburning. 

• Adhere to guidelines 
(Appendix 2) to minimise 
impact of fire management 
on threatened fauna 
species. 

• Minimise use of and where 
possible avoid use of 
earthmoving equipment 
within 100m of swamps & 
known northern corroboree 
frog habitat sites.  If an 
existing trail is being 
maintained as part of fire 
management activities, do 
not widen or move debris 
into known habitat, within 
50m of the site. 
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Risk assessment – Natural Heritage 
Assets Vulnerability Risk Mitigation 
Catchment values Fire management practices 

should avoid accelerating 
erosion, runoff and ash-fall so as 
to minimise degradation of water 
quality and yield to these 
catchments. 

• Fire should not be 
introduced to swamps in 
the vicinity of corroboree 
frog habitat, and 
waterways.  Attempt to 
keep fire 100m from these 
areas. 

• Avoid the use of fire 
suppression chemicals 
within 100m of drainage 
lines and swamps. 

• Areas disturbed by fire 
suppression operations will 
be rehabilitated as soon as 
practical after the fire.  If 
some areas are required 
for future fire management 
operations, they will not be 
rehabilitated but will receive 
erosion prevention works.  

• Encourage research in the 
Park relevant to fire 
management. 

Soil disturbance • Fuel reduction could lead to 
soil erosion. 

• Too frequent burning has 
potential to result in nutrient 
losses and potential changes 
in understorey composition. 

• As above. 

Table 6 – Risk assessment of Life and property, Natural and Cultural Heritage 
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3. BUSH FIRE RISK MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES 
 
3.1 Introduction 
 
The Park is the northern most in a chain of Alpine parks, which contains the northern limit of Alpine 
Ash (Eucalyptus delegatensis), and limited areas of Northern Corroboree Frog habitat.  It is located 
10-30 km west of the large urban area of Canberra.  The Park contains significant areas of high 
bushfire behaviour potential.  
 
The NPWS must give appropriate consideration in its fire management planning to the requirements of 
protection for both human life and property as well as the protection of the natural and cultural values 
of NSW for future generations.  While this presents a potential policy dilemma, these obligations are 
not mutually exclusive.  Effective fire management planning involves cooperation with other fire 
authorities and land managers and is the means of ensuring that both obligations are properly met in 
accordance with community expectations.  In order to achieve the balance the following prevention, 
preparedness, response and recovery strategies have been identified. 
 
The fire management strategies described in the following sections will be implemented over the life of 
this plan and have been designed to reduce the bushfire risk to assets within and adjacent to the Park 
(as identified in Section 2 of this plan). A fire management works schedule (identifying which of the 
strategies listed in this plan will be implemented each year) will be prepared annually for the Park. 
 
3.2 Prevention Strategies 
 
Cooperative Fire Management 
• Maintain close contact and cooperation with volunteer bush fire brigades, fire control officers, ACT 

Emergency Services Authority and adjoining ACT land management authorities. 
 
• Actively participate in the Riverina Highlands and Southern Tablelands Zone Bush Fire 

Management Committees, and implement relevant planning documentation. 
 
• Implement Memoranda of Understanding with surrounding authorities in relation to fire detection, 

response and suppression operations. 
 
• Review the cross border agreement with the ACT Emergency Services Authority on an ongoing 

basis and continue to implement. 
 
• Submit annual fire management work schedules to local Bushfire Management Committees, and 

implement. 
 
Asset Protection 
• Conduct hazard reduction works such as slashing, mowing or prescribed burns at camp grounds, 

historic structures and around the Mount Coree fire tower. 
 
• Liaise with ACT authorities when developing ACT sub regional fire management plans, and 

planning proposed prescribed burning operations in cooperative management area.   
 
• Participate where possible, as a member of the Bush Fire Management Committee, to assist 

landholders/occupiers to undertake prescribed burns and other asset protection activities on 
private property adjacent to the Park where this action will help protect assets on neighbouring 
property from bushfires that may exit the Park or will help prevent fires entering the Park from 
adjacent land.  

 
• Encourage Land use planning and development authorities and private developers to incorporate 

boundary fire breaks and other fuel reduction measures in any development adjacent or in 
proximity to the Park, in accordance with Planning for Bushfire Protection Guidelines (NSW RFS 
2006) and Planning for Bushfire Risk Mitigation (ACT 2006). 

 
• Continue to monitor fuel sampling sites within the Park. 
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• Review number and location of fuel sampling sites. 
 
• Continue to monitor established vegetation plots to track recovery of burnt areas of the Park. 
 
Detection 
• Prepare fire detection schedules to be included in regional incident procedures and Bush Fire 

Management Committee Plans of Operations. 
 
• Use of other fire detection methods such as neighbour assistance, aerial surveillance after 

thunderstorm activity, lightning detection systems, remote sensing, and patrols. 
 
• Cooperate with ACT authorities in relation to access to the Mount Coree fire tower. 
 
Management Trails and Operational Assets 
• Maintain a network of trails to support fire management operations within the Park to the 

standards listed in Appendix 6, and review the strategic value of the trails as required. 
 
• Name and signpost all fire trails consistent with the NPWS Signage Design Manual. 
 
• Maintain and extend fire management operational assets, such as water points, helipads, and 

staging areas, as the need arises.  An audit of the suitability of identified helipads is to be 
conducted, to identify level of regeneration since the 2003 wildfire.  

 
Park Visitor Management 
• Implementation of Park fire bans as conditions dictate. 
 
• Park closure may be implemented during periods of extreme fire danger, when the Park is 

threatened by fire, or when a fire is actually burning in the Park. 
 
3.3 Preparedness Strategies 
 
NPWS will undertake the following during the life of this Strategy; 
 
Preparedness to respond to ignitions 
• Annually conduct pre-season fire preparation days and invite other fire agencies. 
 
• In the pre-season, test plant and equipment, and all parts of incident detection, response and 

suppression. 
 
• Annually review the Regional Incident Procedures. 
 
• Annually conduct a maintenance check of all radio and communications equipment. 
 
• Update and review the fire operations map, as required. 
 
• Undertake joint training exercises with NSW RFS, ACT RFS and Forests NSW.  
 
• Provision of operations maps to landholders and organisations involved in joint training. 
 
Education 
• Support the NSW and ACT RFS to establish Community Fireguard Groups or Fire Protection 

Plans in neighbouring areas. 
 
• Erect signs at major camping and picnic areas advising Park visitors of the actions they should 

undertake in the event of a fire.  
 
3.3.1 Cultural and Natural Heritage Management Guidelines 
 
• Implement the Risk Mitigation actions of Table 6. 
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Appendix 1 details guidelines and strategies to minimise the impact of fire and fire management 
activities on Aboriginal heritage. 
 
Appendix 2 details guidelines and strategies to minimise impacts of fire management on threatened 
fauna species.   
 
Specific actions have been developed for the Northern Corroboree Frog as key habitat has been 
identified for this species.  Predetermined control lines will be identified around the key habitat, and 
established in the event of an approaching fire.   
 
3.3.2 Research 
 
The NPWS has to date coordinated a number of research projects into the natural and cultural values 
and appropriate management of the Park.  The results of these have provided valuable information 
which have been incorporated into this Draft Fire Management Strategy in addition to the Draft Plan of 
Management.   
 
Projections of future changes in climate for NSW are likely to lead to a greater intensity and frequency 
of fires, in addition to other environmental impacts such as, more severe droughts, and reduced river 
runoff and water availability.  Research into fire behaviour and impacts on vegetation and faunal 
communities from fire is important for increased understanding and appropriate management 
responses, in the context of climate change.  Liaison and implementation of cooperative research and 
ongoing monitoring programs with scientific and academic institutions will be encouraged to assist with 
the management of assets, and natural and cultural resources.   
 
To assist in the management of natural and cultural resources in relation to fire, the NPWS will: 
 
• Carry out analysis on data collected as part of ongoing post fire monitoring programs. 
 
• Monitor the impacts of fire suppression operations and prescribed burning to test the effectiveness 

of management strategies, and the impact on the natural and cultural heritage values associated 
with these strategies, eg. permanent photo points. 

 
• Conduct survey of Aboriginal sites after fires when site visibility is increased. 
 
• Foster relationships with neighbouring academic institutions in relation to potential research. 
 
• Encourage research in the Park relevant to fire management, such as; 
i) Flora and fauna responses to fire at both an individual species level (especially threatened 

species) and ecological community level. 
ii) Further research into the Park’s fire history. 
iii) Animal refuges, post fire dispersal and recolonisation requirements. 
iv) Remote sensing techniques for assessing fire impacts. 

 
• Collaborate with Landscape Fire modelling exercises supported by Bushfire Cooperative 

Research Centre and academic institutions to gain a better understanding of the effects of terrain 
and localised weather conditions on fire behaviour in the Park. 

 
• Ensure Scientific licences issued for fire management research in the Park have conditions stating 

research results and outcomes must be provided to the NPWS. 
 
3.4 Response Strategies 
 
Each year response procedures are developed for the Southwest Slopes Region, including the 
Queanbeyan Area.  These outline readiness according to different fire dangers and how fires will be 
responded to.  During the life of the strategy, NPWS will undertake the following: 
 
Cooperative Fire Management 
• Ensure fire-response arrangements are included in the Southern Tablelands and Riverina 

Highlands Bush Fire Management Committees Plans of Operations. 
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• Cooperative detection and fire operation guidelines have been developed with the ACT, and are 
detailed in the MOU with ACT Emergency Services Authority. 

 
• All fires reported or known to occur in the Park will be reported to the ACT RFS. 
 
• Develop triggers for response and required actions under different conditions and scenarios with 

the ACT RFS for fires west of the ACT.  
 
Incident Management 
• In all wildfire situations the Incident Control System (ICS) is to be used for the control of the 

incident. 
 
• Develop Incident Action Plans (in Bush Fire Committee format) for all NPWS fire incident 

operations. 
 
• In responding to fires, Queanbeyan Area will adhere to bushfire suppression guidelines, outlined 

below, and to operational guidelines as outlined in Appendix 4, and in the DECC Fire 
Management Manual. 

 
• Record and map fire incidents and plot in Geographical Information Systems. 
 
• Briefings, debriefs and incident analysis will be conducted for all fires as they occur. 
 
3.4.1 Bush Fire Suppression Guidelines 
 
In the event of a wildfire occurring in the Park the following guidelines will be used to guide decisions 
on appropriate fire suppression action.  Suppression actions should achieve the following outcomes in 
priority order.   

1) Safety for all incident personnel 
2) Effective protection of human life and community assets 
3) Conservation of biodiversity and cultural heritage 
4) Cost effectiveness of strategies 
5) Achievement of community support 
 

Any suppression action is also to be consistent with the latest NPWS Fire Management Manual and 
local arrangements with Bush Fire Management Committees. 
 
• All fires are to be promptly investigated and mapped.  
 
• As soon as wild fires are detected, they will be responded to.   
 
• Strategies for response include deployment of Remote Area Fire Teams (RAFT) in remote areas 

with aerial support, including water bucketing; the use of existing fire trails as containment lines; 
and where necessary, the use of earth moving equipment for the establishment of containment 
lines.  

 
• Whenever possible fires should be suppressed prior to entering or leaving the Park. 
 
• Whenever possible suppression action should give priority to strategies that minimise the size of 

fire, long-term environmental effects and financial costs. 
 
• Construction of helipads and dozer lines is acceptable.  These should only occur when essential 

to a suppression strategy, they avoid sensitive areas, and when other options are not available 
(Appendix 4).  

 
• Disturbance to significant cultural or natural heritage sites is to be minimised. 
 
• The use of earth moving equipment for fire suppression will, where possible, avoid Aboriginal sites 

and historic places, swamps, woodland (when within 100m of Northern Corroboree Frog breeding 
habitat), and montane rocky heath. 
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• Fire retardant chemicals, wetting agents and foams may be used, however should not be used 
within 100 metres of drainage lines and swamps. 

 
• If a fire breaks out check campgrounds for visitors (preferably by air) and give directions if 

required. 
 
• Conduct media briefings and provide media releases to communicate strategies and updates of 

fire activity to those who are going to be affected. 
 
• Investigate and report all fires believed to have been deliberately lit and actively pursue legal 

action against those responsible where evidence permits. 
 
3.5 Recovery Strategies 
 
Recovery is an important consideration in fire management.  A significant area of recovery works is 
rehabilitation of sites. 
 
• The recovery process and rehabilitation considerations will be incorporated into the Incident Action 

Plan at the earliest opportunity. 
 
• Areas disturbed by fire suppression operations will be rehabilitated as soon as practical after the 

fire. 
 
• Helipads and constructed fire control lines are to be rehabilitated as soon as possible after a fire.  

As some of these sites may be useful for a similar purpose in the future, rehabilitation need not 
seek to return sites to pre-disturbance condition.  All sites however must receive erosion 
prevention works.  

 
• Development of rehabilitation strategies shall refer to The Australian Alps Rehabilitation Manual 

(AALC, 2006), the Fire Management Manual (NPWS, 2006a) and other relevant documentation. 
 
• After major fire incidents the network of permanent vegetation plots within the Park will be 

monitored to track recovery of vegetation. 
 
• Inspections of all trails within the Park will be carried out to identify areas where work is needed 

and to identify any dangerous trees that require removal. 
 
• Inspections of all camp grounds and day use areas will be carried out to identify trees and limbs 

that may need to be removed. 
 
• Necessary action for the rescue of injured fauna will be undertaken during and following fire 

incidents.  Rescue priority will be given to native fauna listed under the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995. 
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4. BUSHFIRE MANAGEMENT ZONES and MANAGEMENT UNITS 
 
The Park has been divided into fire management zones according to the zoning system described in 
the NPWS Strategy for Fire Management (NPWS, 2003a). As far as possible, the boundaries of fire 
management zones have been defined by fire control advantages including roads, water and areas of 
low bushfire behaviour potential.  Map 12 identifies zones within the Park, which are detailed below. 
 
4.1 Asset Protection Zones 
 
The primary fire management objective in Asset Protection Zones (APZ) is the protection of life and 
property.  APZ’s will be kept in a fuel reduced state through slashing, fuel removal or prescribed 
burning.  As far as possible, the standards as specified in Planning for Bushfire Protection (RFS, 
2006) are applied to APZ’s. 
 
• Camping and day use sites have been identified within the Park as APZ due to the risk of ignition, 

their locations within a bushland setting and their remote location.  They will be kept in a fuel 
reduced state through slashing, fuel removal or prescribed burning. 

• An APZ is to be maintained around McIntyres Hut. 
• An APZ is to be maintained at Mount Coree fire tower in NSW areas. 
• An APZ will be implemented around Bag Range Hut. 
• Post-fire checks of trees at camp sites will be carried out.  If necessary, dangerous trees or limbs 

will be removed. 
• Signs will be erected in the camping areas detailing what to do in the event of a bushfire and 

responsible use of campfires.  
• Participate in asset protection proposals through the RFS Bushfire Management Committee 

meetings. 
  
4.2 Land Management Zones 
 
Those areas that are not marked as Asset Protection Zones, are marked as Land Management 
Zones.  The primary management objectives for Land Management Zones are to prevent the 
extinction of all species which are known to occur naturally within the area.  Land Management Zones 
are also created to protect culturally significant sites and features from fire.  These objectives will be 
achieved by; 
 
• Suppressing wildfire, or where necessary, conducting prescribed burns to maintain fire regimes if 

monitoring indicates this is needed.   
• Implementing the threatened species management guidelines specified in Appendix 2 in locations 

where threatened species are known or likely to occur. 
• Fire regimes within Land Management Zones will be monitored to take account of biodiversity 

thresholds.   
 
The Land Management Zone has been divided into Zone 1a, Zone 1b and Zone 2, as detailed in Map 
11.  Table 7 defines each of the zones within the Land Management Zone. 
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Zone Definition Guidelines 
LMZ1a • Cultural sites 

• Sensitive natural areas 
• known threatened species habitat. 
• vegetation classes that will exceed 

their minimum biodiversity 
threshold if burnt within the life of 
this plan.  

• vegetation classes where use of 
fire suppression chemicals should 
be avoided and use of earth 
moving machinery should be 
minimised.  

• Contain fires to small areas and lower potential intensity 
and manage to produce a mosaic burn pattern. 

• Minimise the use of earth moving machines. 
• Avoid the use of fire suppression chemicals within 

100m of drainage lines and swamps. 
• Protect mature trees and minimise felling large and 

hollow bearing trees during ‘mop up’ activities. 
• Prescribed fire will be used where deemed necessary 

for ecological purposes. 

LMZ1b Landscape • Contain fires to small areas and lower potential intensity 
and manage to produce a mosaic burn pattern. 

• Protect mature trees and minimise felling of large and 
hollow bearing trees during ‘mop up’ activities. 

• Prescribed fire will be used where deemed necessary 
for ecological purposes (including protection of 
catchment values). 

• Earth moving equipment maybe used to contain fire 
within DECC policy guidelines. 

• Fire suppression chemicals may be used to suppress 
fire however minimise use within 100m of water courses 
and dams. 

LMZ2 Ridgetops on western edge of Park.   
This area has been identified for fuel 
management, to minimise the impact of 
fire originating from the west travelling 
through the Park and threatening assets 
within the ACT, and the sensitive 
natural assets within the Park.  

• Assess fuel load as per fuel monitoring schedule.   
• Implement ridgetop ignitions, once fuel load is classified 

as high overall on 50% of zone (McCarthy et al, 1999), 
and vegetation is within minimum threshold. 

• Minimise potential for fire to spread and or contain to 
existing control lines. 

• Manage fire to produce mosaic (patch) burn patterns 
(where weather conditions permit). 

• Earth moving equipment maybe used to contain fire 
within DECC policy guidelines. 

• Fire suppression chemicals may be used to suppress 
fire however minimise use within 100m of water courses 
and dams. 

Table 7: Guidelines for Land Management Zones. 
 
4.3 Cooperative Management Area 
 
Zoning within this area will be finalised in negotiation with ACT authorities, once the ACT sub regional 
fire management plans are developed, as part of the ACT Strategic Bushfire Management Plan.  
NPWS will actively participate in the development of the subregional plan relevant to the Park.  Fuel 
management within this area will be determined dependant on the fuel management mosaic required 
for protection of the assets within the ACT, and the ecological requirements of sensitive natural 
assets, identified as LMZ1a, within this area. 
 
4.4 Fire Exclusion Zone 
 
A control line will be identified surrounding the habitat of the Northern Corroboree Frog site in the 
Swamp Creek vicinity. This control line will be established and utilised to protect this site from an 
approaching fire. 
 
The Montane Rocky Heath class is identified as Alpine Complex Vegetation Formation, from which fire 
is actively excluded, where possible. 
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Map 12: Bushfire Management Zones 
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4.5 Fire Management Assets and Utilities 
 
Fire management assets and utilities are features that may be used to support bushfire suppression 
operations and include water points (both helicopter and vehicle accessible), helipads, landing 
grounds, refuge areas or lookouts.  These are indicated at Map 13. 
 
The network of trails is important as they provide access and serve to split the Park up into discrete 
units (Map 14).  They are also of assistance in restricting fires to particular areas of the Park. A table 
summarising the features of each unit is detailed in Appendix 5.   
 
In order to allow access to heavier categories of fire fighting equipment and to complement works 
conducted on neighbouring ACT trails it is necessary to upgrade the current standard of some trails. 
All trails within the Park will be maintained by earthmoving equipment and cleared of vegetation by 
slashing and/or chemical application to a maximum width of 6m. Liaison with ACT authorities will 
continue to ensure standards are consistent for trails that cross the NSW/ACT border.   
 
A roading plan has been developed for the Park, which details the classification of trails and their 
maintenance requirements.  The roading plan is attached as Appendix 6.   Fire management assets 
such as water points, helipads, landing grounds and refuge areas will be maintained and extended as 
the need arises. 
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Map 13: Fire Management Assets and Utilities 
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Map 14 – Units within the Park 
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4.6 Works Program 
 
Table 8 and Map 15 detail the works programs that will be carried out over the life of this plan.  Annual 
works programs based on this table, will be developed and implemented.   
 

Works Program 
Asset Priority Name, Area or Detail Management Strategy Proposed Works 
Reserve 
Trails 

High 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Medium 

• Bag Range fire trail, Baldy 
Range fire trail, Bells Camp 
fire trail, Blue Range Road, 
Coree Summit Trail,Dingi 
Dingi Ridge fire trail, 
Doctors Flat Rd, Firebreak 
trail, Follys fire trail, Genges 
fire trail, Gentle Annie fire 
trail, Lowells Flat fire trail, 
Maginot fire trail, McIntyres 
fire trail, Pabral Road, 
Powerline trail, Two Sticks 
Rd,  Waterfall fire trail, 
Webbs Ridge fire trail. 

 
• Farm fire trail, Graces fire 

trail, Link Road fire trail, 
McDonalds Flat fire trail, 
Mitchells Ringings fire trail, 
Old Brindabella Rd.Pig Hill 
fire trail, Pig Hill Summit 
Trail. 

• Maintain all trails in 
accordance with trail 
classification as identified 
on Operations Map. 

• All trails to be clearly 
signposted at intersections 
and trail heads. 

 
 
 
 
 

• Assess trails and 
signage annually.  
Maintain as required or 
as specified in Regional 
Operations program. 

• Upgrade southern 
section Two Sticks and 
Blue Range Road and 
northern section of 
Webbs Ridge Trail to 
float standard by end of 
07/08 financial year. 

• Reroute a section of 
Dingi Dingi Ridge Trail.  
Establish switchback to 
reduce gradient of trail 
by end of 07/08 financial 
year.  

• Upgrade Doctors Flat 
Road and Maginot Trail 
to float standard as 
funding permits. 

• Chemical fuel reduction 
of management trails. 

• Sign post all dead end 
trails. 

Asset 
Protection 
Zone 

High • Camping Grounds. 
• Bag Range Hut. 
• Economic, Commercial & 

private property assets. 

• Reduce bushfire behaviour 
potential using the Asset 
Risk Assessment 
Guidelines. 

• Any proposed prescribed 
burn must be in line with 
DECC policy and managed 
in accordance with the 
Local Bush Fire 
Management Committee. 

• Assess annually. 
• Maintain as required. 
• Negotiated at Bushfire 

Management 
Committee Meetings. 

• Erect signs at major 
camping and picnic 
areas advising Park 
visitors of the actions 
they should take in the 
event of a fire. 

Land 
Management 
Zone 1a 

High • Cultural heritage, 
threatened species, 
habitats, sensitive 
vegetation classes. 

• Manage and protect natural 
& cultural heritage values 
with appropriate fire 
management regimes.  

• Minimise impacts to 
sites from introduced 
fire, and earth moving 
equipment during 
suppression operations. 

Land 
Management 
Zone 1b 

Medium • Landscape. • Monitor biodiversity loss 
due to exceeding fire 
thresholds in underburnt 
areas. 

• Prescribed fire will be 
used where deemed 
necessary for ecological 
purposes. 

Land 
Management 
Zone 2 

High • Ridgetops on western edge 
of Park. 

• Implement prescribed burn 
in accordance with 
guidelines. 

 

• Assess fuel load, as per 
fuel monitoring 
schedule. 

• Implement ridgetop 
ignitions, once fuel load 
is classified as high 
overall on 50% of zone 
(McCarthy et al, 1999), 
and vegetation is within 
minimum threshold. 

• Any proposed 
prescribed burn must be 
in accordance with 
DECC policy and RFS 
Bushfire Management 
Committee.  Liaise with 
the ACT authorities. 
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Works Program 

Asset Priority Name, Area or Detail Management Strategy Proposed Works 
Fire Exclusion 
Zone 

High • Threatened species habitat 
in vicinity of Swamp Creek, 
and Montane Rocky Heath. 

• Identify control line around 
habitat to be established 
and utilised to protect site 
from an approaching fire. 

• Assessment of control 
line. 

Cooperative 
Management 
Area 

High • Land surrounding border 
with ACT. 

• Liaise with ACT authorities 
regarding classification of 
zones within this area and 
the requirement for 
prescribed burn activities. 

• Liaise with ACT 
authorities in the 
development of sub 
regional fire 
management plans. 

• Any proposed 
prescribed burn must be 
in accordance with 
DECC policy and RFS 
Bushfire Management 
Committee. 

Prevention High • Operational assets eg. 
Water points, staging areas, 
helipads. 

• Maintain assets. • Assess maintenance 
requirements annually 
and implement if 
required. 

• Conduct audit of 
suitability of identified 
helipads.  Identify level 
of regeneration since 
2003. 

Medium • Fuel and Vegetation 
monitoring. 

• Continue monitoring 
vegetation at all established 
sites. 

 
• Continue monitoring fuels at 

all established sites. 
 
 
• Maintain photographic site 

records. 

• Annually until 2008. 
Then every five years 
until at least 10 years 
post fire. 

• Conduct fuel hazard 
assessment biennially, 
and fuel sampling every 
four years. 

• Biennially until need 
assessed otherwise. 

• Review number and 
location of fuel sampling 
sites, targeting LMZ2. 

Information & 
Research 

Low • Threatened species habitat 
surveys. 

 

 

 

• Research 
 

• Conduct threatened species 
survey. 

 
 
 
 
 
• Liaise with academic and 

research institutions to 
encourage research in the 
Reserve relevant to fire 
management. 

• Identify potential key 
habitat of targeted 
threatened species.  
Devise fire 
attack/control strategy 
for protection of key 
habitat during wildfires. 

• Ongoing. 

Inter agency 
Fire 
Management 

High • Liaise with NSW and ACT 
Fire authorities. 

• Attend meetings with the 
NSW RFS Bushfire 
Management Committee, 
RFS volunteer brigade, ACT 
Emergency Services 
Authority, and ACT land 
management agencies. 

• Continue cross border fire 
management programs with 
ACT land management 
agencies. 

• Implement MOU with 
surrounding authorities in 
relation to fire detection, 
response, and suppression 
operations. 

• Review the crossborder 
agreement with the ACT 
authorities on an ongoing 
basis and continue to 
implement. 

• Undertake joint training 
exercises. 

• Ongoing. 

Table 8. – Works Program 
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Map 15: Works Program  
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Appendix 1 – Impact of fire and fire management activities on Aboriginal 
heritage and strategies to minimise effects 
 
Site Type Wildfire Low Intensity 

Prescribed Burn 
Slashing/ 
Mowing 

Dozer Lines 

Open Site 
Potential 
Impacts 

• post fire soil erosion 
may cause artefact 
movement and 
damage 
archaeological 
deposits 

• probably low 
impact except if 
damaged by 
vehicle traffic 

• moderate to 
high impact 
if driven over 

• high impact 

Management 
Strategies 

• If possible protect 
site during wildfire 

• Or inspect affected 
sites after wildfire 
and apply erosion 
works where 
necessary 

• Check site 
locations when 
designing burns 

• Exclude vehicles 

• Check site 
locations 
prior to 
works and 
avoid 

• Check site 
locations prior to 
works and avoid 

• Record potential 
dozer lines and 
survey for sites 

Scarred Tree and Carved Tree 
Potential 
Impacts 

• depending on 
intensity may cause 
tree death, erode tree 
stability or damage 
scar 

• fire may also lead to 
decline in tree health 
and promote rot 

• may destroy dead 
trees 

• low impact if site 
is protected from 
fire using buffer 
zone 

• if not protected, 
may undermine 
tree health  

• may destroy dead 
trees 

• high impact if 
struck by vehicles 

• high impact 
if struck by 
slasher or 
vehicle 

• high impact 

Management 
Strategies 

• If possible protect 
site during wildfire 

• Check site 
locations when 
designing burns 

• Pre-ignition, 
remove fuel from 
around trees or 
establish 
unburned buffer 
around site 

• Caution vehicle 
use in area 

• Check site 
locations 
prior to 
works and 
avoid 

• Check site 
locations prior to 
works and avoid 

• Record potential 
dozer lines and 
survey for sites 

Engraving 
Potential 
Impacts 

• high intensity fire may 
cause spalling of 
sandstone and 
damage engraving 

• post-fire soil erosion 
may cause build up of 
soil on site which can 
lead to chemical 
weathering 

• low impact if 
protected using 
buffer zone 

• high impact if 
driven over 

• moderate to 
high impact 
if driven over 

• high impact 

Management 
Strategies 

• If possible protect 
site during wildfire 

• Inspect affected sites 
after wildfire and 
apply erosion works 
where necessary. 

• Check site 
locations when 
designing burns 

• Burn back from 
sites or exclude 
fire from around 
site 

• Exclude vehicles 

• Check site 
locations 
prior to 
works and 
avoid 

• Check site 
locations prior to 
works and avoid 

• Record potential 
dozer lines and 
survey for sites 
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Site Type Wildfire Low Intensity 
Prescribed Burn 

Slashing/ 
Mowing 

Dozer Lines 

Axe Grinding Groove 
Potential 
Impacts 

• high intensity fire may 
cause spalling of 
sandstone and 
damage grooves 

• post-fire soil erosion 
may cause build up of 
soil on site which can 
lead to chemical 
weathering 

• low impact if 
protected using 
buffer zone 

• high impact if 
driven over 

• Moderate to 
high impact 
if driven over 

• high impact if driven 
over or site 
drainage affected 

Management 
Strategies 

• If possible protect 
site during wildfire 

• Inspect affected sites 
after wildfire and 
apply erosion works 
where necessary 

• Check site 
locations when 
designing burns 

• Burn back from 
sites or exclude 
fire from around 
site 

• Exclude vehicles 

• Check site 
locations 
prior to 
works and 
avoid 

• Check site 
locations prior to 
works and avoid 

• Record potential 
dozer lines and 
survey for sites 

Rock Art Site 
Potential 
Impacts 

• high intensity burn 
may damage shelter 
surface and cause 
loss of art 

• smoke blackening will 
obscure or damage 
art motifs 

• removal of protective 
vegetation at shelter 
entrance may 
promote later 
weathering 

• low impact, 
especially if 
protected by 
buffer zone 

• if not protected 
may still lead to 
smoke damage 
and removal of 
protective 
vegetation 

• low to no 
impact if 
protective 
vegetation is 
not damaged 

• high impact 
if vehicle 
enters 
shelter 

• high impact if driven 
over or site 
drainage affected 

Management 
Strategies 

• If possible protect 
site during wildfire 

• Inspect affected sites 
after wildfire and 
rehabilitate where 
necessary 

• Check site 
locations when 
designing burns 
and determine 
vulnerability 

• Burn back from 
sites or exclude 
fire from around 
site 

• Exclude vehicles 

• Check site 
locations 
prior to 
works and 
avoid 

• Check site 
locations prior to 
works and avoid 

• Record potential 
dozer lines and 
survey for sites 

Shelter with Deposit 
Potential 
Impacts 

• post fire-soil erosion 
may lead to artefact 
movement and 
damage to 
archaeological 
deposits 

• low impact  • Moderate to 
high impact 
if driven over 

• high impact if driven 
over or site 
drainage affected 

Management 
Strategies 

• If possible protect 
site during wildfire 

• Inspect affected sites 
after wildfire and 
apply erosion works 
where necessary 

• Check site 
locations when 
designing burns 
and determine 
vulnerability 

• Burn back from 
sites or exclude 
fire from around 
site 

• Exclude vehicles 

• Check site 
locations 
prior to 
works and 
avoid 

• Check site 
locations prior to 
works and avoid 

• Record potential 
dozer lines and 
survey for sites 
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Site Type Wildfire Low Intensity 

Prescribed Burn 
Slashing/ 
Mowing 

Dozer Lines 

Bora Ring 
Potential 
Impacts 

• may remove 
protective vegetation 
and promote post-fire 
soil erosion 

• low impact 
• high impact if 

driven over 

• potentially high 
impact if 
driven over 

• may be 
offensive to 
local people 

• High impact 

Management 
Strategies 

• If possible protect 
site during wildfire 

• Inspect affected sites 
after wildfire and 
apply erosion works 
where necessary 

• Check site 
locations when 
designing burns 
and determine 
vulnerability. 

• Burn back from 
sites or exclude 
fire from around 
site 

• Exclude vehicles 

• Check site 
locations prior 
to works and 
avoid 

• Check site 
locations prior to 
works and avoid 

• Record potential 
dozer lines and 
survey for sites 

Story Place/Landscape Feature 
Potential 
Impacts 

• may damage the 
ability of  culturally 
significant vegetation 
(eg: food and 
medicine plants) to 
propogate 

• may cause post-fire 
erosion and landform 
modification 

• low impact if 
erosion is unlikely 
or vegetation 
modification slight 

• low impact if food 
or medicine plants 
are not prevented 
from propogating 

• high impact if 
there are cultural 
reasons for 
protecting site 
from fire 

• high impact if 
driven over 

• potentially low 
but would 
need to be 
discussed with 
local people 

• High impact 

Management 
Strategies 

• Suppression 
decisions guided by 
principles for 
maintaining 
biodiversity 

• Apply guidelines 
for maintaining 
biodiversity 

• Identify 
precautions for 
minimising 
effects on 
cultural values 
and apply 

• Need to be 
discussed 
with local 
people 

• Check site 
locations prior to 
works and avoid 

• Record potential 
dozer lines and 
survey for sites 
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Site Type Wildfire Low Intensity 

Prescribed Burn 
Slashing/ 
Mowing 

Dozer Lines 

Burial 
Potential 
Impacts 

• may promote post-fire 
erosion which can 
expose remains, 
especially in sandy 
soils 

• may be offensive 
to local people 

• high impact if it 
damages grave 
features such as 
headstones 

• high impact if 
driven over 

• low impact if 
doesn’t cause 
post-fire erosion 
or damage 
headstones or 
other grave 
features 

• possible high 
impact from 
vehicles where 
burial is 
exposed or 
close to 
surface 

• may be 
offensive to 
local people 

• may damage 
grave features 

High impact 

Management 
Strategies 

• If possible protect 
site during wildfire. 

• Inspect affected sites 
after wildfire and 
apply erosion works 
where necessary. 

• Liaise with 
Aboriginal people 

• Check site 
locations when 
designing burns. 

• Burn back from 
sites or exclude 
fire from around 
site 

• Exclude vehicles 

• Check site 
locations prior 
to works and 
avoid 

• Check site 
locations prior to 
works and avoid 

• Record potential 
dozer lines and 
survey for sites 

Quarry 
Potential 
Impacts 

• low impact except 
where post-fire 
erosion causes 
artefact movement or 
damages 
archaeological 
deposits 

• low impact except 
if driven over 

• high impact if 
driven over 

• High Impact 

Management 
Strategies 

• If possible protect 
site during wildfire 

• Inspect affected sites 
after wildfire and 
apply erosion works 
where necessary 

• Check site 
locations when 
designing burns 
and determine 
vulnerability 

• Exclude vehicles 

• Check site 
locations prior 
to works and 
avoid 

• Check site 
locations prior to 
works and avoid 

• Record potential 
dozer lines and 
survey for sites 

Stone Arrangement 
Potential 
Impacts 

• may cause spalling of 
stones in an 
arrangement 

• post fire soil erosion 
may lead to 
displacement of 
stones 

• low impact if post-
fire erosion is not 
promoted 

• high impact if 
driven over 

• high impact if 
driven over 

• High impact 

Management 
Strategies 

• If possible protect 
site during wildfire 

• Inspect affected sites 
after wildfire and 
apply erosion works 
where necessary 

• Check site 
locations when 
designing burns 

• Burn back from 
sites or exclude 
fire from around 
site 

• Exclude vehicles 

• Check site 
locations prior 
to works and 
avoid 

• Check site 
locations prior to 
works and avoid 

• Record potential 
dozer lines and 
survey for sites 
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Appendix 2 – Threatened Fauna Fire Management Guidelines 

 
Vulnerable Period Habitat 

Group Common Name Scientific Name TSC 
Schedule J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Northern Corroboree Frog  Pseudophryne pengilleyi V   / / / / / / / / / / 

Alpine Tree Frog (D) Litoria verreauxii alpina E   / / / / / / / / /  

*East False Pipistrelle (B) Falsistrellus tasmaniensis V / /         / / 
A 

*Broad-toothed rat (C,D) Mastacomys fuscus V / /      / / / /  

Yellow-bellied Glider Petaurus australis V        / / / /  

Powerful Owl (A) Ninox strenua V     / / / / / /   

*Barking Owl (A) Ninox connivens V       / / / /   

Gang Gang Cockatoo Callocephalon fimbriatum V / / /      / / / / 

Brown Treecreeper Climacteris picumnus V        / / / / / 

*Squirrel Glider  Petaurus norfolcensis V        / / / /  

*Masked owl (A) Tyto novaehollandiae V   / / / / / / / /   

*Sooty Owl (A) Tyot tenebricosa V   / / / / / / /    

Olive Whistler (C) Pachycephala olivacea V /        / / / / 

Spot-tailed Quoll (C) Dasyurus maculatus V     / / / /     

B 

*Koala Phascolarctos cinereus V / / /          

Speckled warbler Pyrrholaemus sagittatus V / / /     / / / / / 

Pink Robin (A,B) Petroiaca rodinogaster V /         / / / 

Diamond Fire-tail Stagonopleura guttata V /      / / / / / / 
C 

Regent Honeyeater (B) Xanthomyza phrygia E /       / / / / / 

D *Smoky Mouse Pseudomys fumeus E1 / / / /     / / / / 

E *Eastern Bentwing Bat (B) Miniopterus schreibersii V   / /        / 

 White throated Needletail Hirundapus caudacutus CAMBA             

Habitat 
Group 

Vegetation 
Group Threatened Fauna Guidelines 

General All 

• Key habitat for threatened species has not been identified within the Reserve.  Guidelines for 
protection of key habitat have been included as key habitat sites may be identified during the 
life of this plan.   

• Except for asset protection purposes, fire will be introduced in accordance with the biodiversity fire 
regime thresholds. 

• Wildfires should be kept to smallest possible size, to enable patches of habitat within the species 
range to remain intact.  

• Fire patchiness is likely to be an important factor in providing a mosaic of structurally diverse 
vegetation.  

• Protect identified key populations or habitat during wildfire. 
• If prescribed burns are necessary, avoid implementation during Spring.  When planning prescribed 

burns, refer to the periods of vulnerability of species likely to be located within the burn area, and 
develop appropriate mitigation measures for their protection. 

• Avoid prescribed fire during times of prolonged drought. 
• Minimise introduction of high intensity fires during prescribed burning and backburning operations. 
• Divert new trails and control line construction to avoid impact to identified key habitat. 
• Wash down vehicles and footwear before entering areas containing identified key habitat. 

A 

Streams, 
Swwamps & 

Riparian  
and  

Woodland 
interface 

Areas 

• Identify potential control line surrounding Northern Corroboree Frog habitat in vicinity of Swamp 
Creek.  Establish and utilise to protect from approaching fire. 

• Avoid the use of fire suppression chemicals within 100m of streams, swamps & riparian 
environments. 

• Do not use earthmoving equipment within 100m of swamps and known northern corroboree frog 
habitat sites.    If an existing trail is being maintained as part of fire management activities, do not 
widen or move debris into known habitat, within 50m of the site. 

• If prescribed burns are deemed necessary, minimise disturbance by not introducing fire directly into 
swamps, streams & river flats.  Attempt to keep fire at least 100m from these areas. 

• Conduct Broad Tooth Rat habitat surveys to identify key habitat sites for protection during fire 
suppression and management activities. 

• If key Broad Tooth Rat habitat sites are identified during surveys, devise fire attack/control strategy 
for protection of significant habitat during wildfires, utilising existing tracks as much as possible.  Do 
not conduct prescribed burns within known habitat and commence backburning operations outside 
of known habitat. 
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B 

Forests, 
including 
habitat for 

hollow 
dependant 

species 
 

• Minimise size and intensity of wildfires, and manage to produce mosaic burn patterns. 
• Avoid damaging/felling hollow-bearing and known nest/feed trees when establishing control lines, 

mopping up and during prescribed burning.    During mop up activities try to extinguish fire rather 
then falling tree. 

• Avoid placing infrastructure (eg. temporary utilities, rerouting trails) in known population areas, or 
within 200m of known owl habitat sites. 

• If prescribed burns are deemed necessary, protect known habitat trees within the burn area.  If 
habitat trees are located on control lines remove fuel from base of tree, prior to prescribed burning or 
backburning. 

C Woodland 

• Minimise disturbance by not introducing fire directly into areas with large rock outcrops where 
possible, to protect Quoll habitat.   

• Breaking open of smouldering hollowed logs on the ground during mopping up activities could 
reduce den site availability, and foraging resources.  Avoid if possible, in known habitat areas.  

• Avoid removing winter flowering eucalypts with greater than 60cm diameter when establishing new 
infrastructure, to protect Regent Honeyeater habitat. 

D Heath 

• Conduct Smoky Mouse habitat surveys to identify key sites for protection during fire suppression and 
management activities. 

• Do not introduce prescribed burning or backburning where known populations or key habitat of 
Smoky Mouse occur. 

• Protect habitat areas with diverse heath understorey / grass trees on ridgetops, from fire interval of 
<15 years. 

• Avoid placing infrastructure (eg temporary utilities, rerouting trails) in key habitat areas. Trail and 
control line construction should be avoided in areas of key habitat.  If an existing trail is being 
maintained as part of fire management activities, do not widen or move debris into key habitat. 

• Avoid falling large trees into diverse heath or key habitat. 

E Karst 
 

• Conduct Eastern Bentwing Bat habitat surveys to identify key habitat sites for protection during fire 
suppression and management activities.  If key habitat sites are identified: 
 Do not use earth moving equipment or construct control lines within 100m of known roosting and 

breeding sites.  
 Do not introduce fire within 100m of known cave roost. 
 Ensure prescribed burn conducted under conditions such that smoke does not enter cave. 
 Avoid falling trees during mop up operations in entrances to known roosting and breeding caves. 

* Species recorded off the Reserve, however the proximity of record and available habitat within the Reserve suggest 
species could be located within the Reserve. 
• Species is assigned to their primary habitat group, additional suitable habitat groups are identified in brackets. 
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Appendix 3 –Regionally Significant Plant Species  
 
Name Significance Location 
Acacia pravissima Northern limit South of Piccadilly Circus and west 

of Mt Franklin Road 
Blechnum patersonii Western limit Coree Creek 
Eucalyptus camphora subsp. 
humeana 

Eastern limit Swamp Creek 

Eucalyptus delegatensis Northern limit, co dominant 
with E. fastigata.  They 
normally have different 
altitudinal ranges. 

Two Sticks Road, Baldy Range Trail 

Eucalyptus fastigata Approaching western limit  
Grevillia victoriae sens.lat Northern limit Baldy Range – Waterfall Creek 

Genges Trig 
Leptospermum micromyrtus Northern limit Baldy Range. Rocky outcrops in east 

of Park including Mt Coree. 
Prostanthera cryptandroides Southern limit. Identification to 

be determined. 
Rocky outcrops on Webbs Range 
and Waterfall Creek. 

Prostanthera sp.aff.rugosa Identification to be determined. Rocky outcrop west of Blue Range 
Road. 
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Appendix 4 – Operational Guidelines 
 
Operational Guidelines 
Operational 
Activity 

Operational Guidelines 

Aircraft Operations 
(DEC FMM 4.5, 
4.9 and 4.11) 

• Aerial water bombing and aerial ignitions are permissable in this reserve, however can 
only be used and commenced on the instruction of the incident controller or senior 
NPWS officer. 

• Water bombing operations should support containment operations by aggressively 
attacking flanks, hotspots, spot-overs and head fires where required. 

• Where possible, surfactants should be used to increase the effectiveness of water, 
however limit use within 100m of watercourses and dams. 

• The use of water bombing aircraft without the support of ground based suppression 
crews should be limited to specific circumstances as determined by the senior NPWS 
officer.  

• Ground crews must be briefed and alerted to aerial ignition and water bombing 
operations. 

Burning 
Operations (DEC 
FMM 4.9) 

• All back burning operations must be planned and approved by a senior NPWS officer. 
• Crews must be briefed on all phases of the burn operation. 
• Safety checks to ensure personnel and public safety are to be undertaken prior to light 

up. 
• Control lines are to be completed before lighting up and be of sufficient size to contain 

fire under anticipated conditions. 
• Generally burning should commence when the humidity rises in the late afternoon or 

evening.  With a low FDI burning may be safely undertaken during the day. 
• Where practicable, clear 1m radius around dead and fibrous barked trees adjacent to 

containment lines prior to burning, or wet down these trees as part of the backburn 
ignition preparation. 

• Adequate means of communication will be available to all personnel involved. 
• Appropriate light up pattern and sequence to be applied. 

Command, control 
and firefighting 
arrangements  
Fire Response 
(DEC FMM 4.1 & 
4.3) 

• First fire personnel of any agency on site may assume control of he fire but must ensure 
the relevant land management agency is promptly notified. 

• Where NPWS is not the first responding fire authority to arrive at a fire on NPWS lands, 
a competent officer of the first fire authority will direct fire management activities until a 
competent NPWS officer assumes control (unless prior agreements have been made). 

• The use of earth-moving equipment, retardants and aerial suppression must be 
approved by a senior NPWS officer. 

Fire Control Lines 
(DEC FMM 4.10) 

• Wherever possible existing trails are to be used.  
• Plant is to be guided at all times. 
• As far as possible, control lines are not to be constructed within 100 metres of known 

cultural heritage sites and Corroboree frog habitat. 
• Where possible, control lines running along valleys should be constructed at least 20-

50m from gullies to avoid erosion. 
Earth-moving 
Equipment (DEC 
FMM 4.4) 

• Where the incident controller is not an NPWS officer approval must be gained from the 
senior NPWS officer for the use of earthmoving equipment. 

• All earth-moving equipment must be accompanied by a support vehicle with 
communications equipment able to contact support personnel in an emergency.  Earth 
moving involved in direct or parallel attack must be accompanied by either a slip-on or 
fire tanker. 

• At commencement of shift all operators are to be briefed on safety and actions to 
prevent damage to natural and cultural heritage. 

Fire Suppression 
Chemicals (DEC 
FMM 4.11) 

• The use of fire fighting chemicals (foam and/or retardant) is permitted. 
• Use of retardants must be approved by the senior NPWS Officer.  
• Foam or retardant is not to be used within 100m of a drainage line or swamp. 
• Use surfactants and retardants where natural advantages provide the most effective 

application of chemicals. 
Post Fire 
Rehabilitation 
(NPWS FMM 5.1) 

• The rehabilitation process should be addressed during planning. 

Smoke 
Management 
(DEC FMM 2.5) 

• The potential impacts of smoke and possible mitigation tactics must be considered when 
planning for wildfire suppression and prescribed burning operations. 

• Where smoke may affect public roads, warning signs are to be installed and the police, 
road authorities, and local government offices in NSW and the ACT notified. 

• Advice of burning operations will be provided to Canberra Airport, ACT Emergency 
Services Authority and the ACT Environment Protection Authority and the public. 

Visitor Safety DEC 
FMM 3.5) 

• Access trails will be closed to the public during fire operations, where appropriate. 
• Campsites and access trails will be evacuated. 
• Visitors in or adjacent to the fire ground will not be permitted unless authorised by the 

Incident Controller.  If a fire breaks out check campgrounds for visitors (preferably by air) 
and give directions if required.  The presence of visitors should be reported to the 
incident controller immediately, who will arrange for an evacuation if necessary. 

• ‘Park closed’ or ‘smoke hazard’ signs must be placed in areas used by visitors prior to 
undertaking prescribed burning. 

• Notify media that wildfire or prescribed fire exists within the reserve/area. 
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Appendix 5 – Feature Summary of defined units within Brindabella National Park 
 

Unit  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
Area  ha 245 2066 2168 881 659 1210 3715 1005 435 885 361 1750 1178 1128 3188 162 
Aspect NW 27% 24% 23% 23% 27% 17% 23% 22% 26% 24% 28% 39% 16% 25% 38% 36% 
             SW 22% 45% 43% 11% 40% 49% 23% 9% 20% 20% 6% 52% 30% 28% 30% 30% 
             SE 11% 13% 6% 21% 13% 11% 18% 30% 18% 29% 37% 4% 40% 24% 14% 25% 

             NE 39% 18% 27% 45% 19% 23% 37% 39% 36% 27% 30% 5% 13% 23% 18% 9% 
Slope 0-5o  3% 3% 2% 5% 6% 6% 3% 5% 3% 3% 2% 2% 4% 11% 2% 3% 
           5-10o  8% 10% 7% 14% 14% 21% 10% 17% 11% 10% 8% 6% 15% 21% 7% 10% 
           10-18o  27% 31% 24% 30% 32% 42% 26% 34% 40% 35% 35% 21% 39% 32% 25% 41% 

           >18o  62% 56% 66% 51% 48% 31% 61% 44% 45% 51% 55% 72% 41% 36% 67% 46% 
Elevation   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
% <900m 100% 100% 49% 22% 76% 22% 24% 18% 85% 75% 15% 67% 21% 2% 58% 37% 

% >900m 0 0 51% 78% 24% 78% 76% 82% 15% 25% 85% 33% 79% 98% 42% 63% 
Vegetation 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
Alpine Ash 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.1% 2.4% 0 0 0 0 5.6% 1.7% 0 0 
Black Sallee W’dland 0 0 0 17.8% 0.3% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Brown Barrel Forest 0 0 3.5% 0 0 5.8% 10.6% 14.3% 0 7.5% 49% 0 10.3% 30.5% 3% 0 
Cleared 1.4% 3.9% 0.6% 0 0 0.3% 0 1% 0 0.1% 1.4% 0.2% 1.4% 1.2% 0.5% 0.3% 
Drybox Woodland 93.9% 10.2% 7.1% 12.3% 8.6% 0 6.2% 2.3% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Manna Gum Forest 0 1.5% 0.9% 0.5% 0.1% 0.6% 2.6% 1.9% 0.9% 0 0 1.1% 0 0.4% 2.1% 0.8% 
Montane Rocky Heath 0 0 0 0 0 1.5% 2.5% 1.6% 0 0 4.4% 0.7% 0 3.2% 0 0 
Nrw P’mint Mtn Gum  0.6% 0.3% 33.6% 21% 30.1% 61.7% 26.5% 51.4% 16.5% 25% 9.6% 15.7% 43.3% 28.4% 28.9% 2.6% 
Peppermint Forest 0 79.9% 43.8% 5.3% 28.7% 27.4% 2% 6.8% 80.4% 42.7% 32.4% 78.2% 13.8% 0 56.2% 33.5% 
P’mint Mtn Gum Frst 0 0 6.9% 38.2% 25.6% 0 46.8% 15.8% 2.3% 24.7% 1.9% 0 21.8% 21.5% 5% 0 
Riparian 3.6% 4.3% 1.7% 0 0 0.5% 0 0 0 0 0 1.7% 0 0 0.6% 0 
Riparian Heath 0 0 0 0 6.5% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1.1% 0 
Snow& Mtn Gum Frst 0 0 1.5% 3.6% 0 1% 2.4% 2.4% 0 0 1% 2% 3.8% 10.8% 4.2% 0 
Swamp 0 0 0 0.5% 0.1% 1% 0.1% 0.1% 0 0 0 0 0 2% 0 0 
Threshold 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
Overburnt 0 0 3.5% 0% 0 1.6% 2.5% 1.6% 0 0 4.3% 0.7% 0 3.2% 0.2% 0 
Vulnerable 0 0 35.8% 28% 0 5.9% 1.2% 0 0 0 0 0 29% 0.1% 0.6% 0 
Recently Burnt 76% 44.7% 59.6% 71% 100% 92.1% 96% 97.3% 100% 100% 93.8% 98.7% 69.6% 95.2% 98.4% 36.7% 
Underburnt 22.1% 50% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Within threshold 0% 0% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Unknown 1.9% 5.3% 1.1% 1% 0 0.4% 0.3% 1.1% 0 0 1.9% 0.6% 1.4% 1.5% 0.8% 63.3% 
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Units 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Fire 
Behaviour 
Potential M-H L-H L-H L_H L_H L-H L-H L-M L-H L-H L-H L-H L-H L-H L-H L-H 

Assets at 
Risk 
 
 
 
 
 
Built 

*T2 
(west, 
south) 
*PP 

*T1,T2 
(east, 
west) 
*McIntyres 
Hut 
*Lowells 
Flat 
*PP 

*T2 
(west, 
north) 
*Bag 
Range 
Hut 
*PP 

*T2 
(north) 
*PP 

*T2 
(east) 
*Hume 
sawmill 
*Top 
Crossing, 
Eucalypt 
distillery 
*PP   

*T2 
(east) 
*PP 

*T2 
(east) 
*330v 
line 
*PP 

*T2 (north)
*PP 

*T2 
(east, 
west) 
*330kv 
line 
*PP 

*T2 
(east, 
south) 
*330kv 
line 
*Genges 
trig 
*PP 

*T1 
(west) 
*330kv 
line 

*300kv 
line 
*Coree 
Hut 
ruins 

*Coree 
fire 
tower 
*Coree 
camp 
*330kv 
line 
*PP 

*330kv line 
*Flea Ck 
*Brindabella 
Rd 

*T2 (south) 
*300kv line 
*Brindabella 
Rd 
*PP 

Natural  FSV  FSV 
*>900m, 
FSV 

*>900m
*swamp, 
FSV 

*>900m 
*swamp 

*>900m
*CFH 
*MRH 
*swamp, 
FSV 

*>900m
*CFH 
*AA 
*MRH 
*swamp, 
FSV 

*>900m
*CFH 
*AA 
*MRH, 
FSV *>900m 

*>900m, 
FSV 

*>900m, 
FSV 

*>900m
*MRH, 
FSV 

*>900m
*CFH 
*AA, 
FSV 

*>900m
*CFH 
*AA 
*MRH 
*swamp, 
FSV 

*>900m, 
FSV *>900m 

Additional 
Issues   

*Visitor 
Safety 
*Potential 
for 
escaped 
campfire 

*Visitor 
Safety   

*Visitor 
Safety       

*Pig Hill 
hang 
gliding site 
(east) 
*Control 
lines not 
determined   

*Unit 
adjacent 
to ACT 
border     

*Visitor 
safety 
*Unit 
adjacent 
to ACT 
border 

*Visitor 
Safety 
*Potential 
for escaped 
campfire 
*Unit 
adjacent to 
ACT border   

Containment 
impacts   EMM EMM EMM EMM EMM EMM EMM   EMM   EMM EMM EMM EMM   

Zones 
LMZ1a, 
LMZ1b 

APZ 
LMZ1a 
LMZ2 

APZ 
LMZ1a, 
LMZ1b 

LMZ1a, 
LMZ1b 

APZ 
LMZ1a, 
LMZ1b 

FEZ, 
LMZ1a, 
LMZ1b 

FEZ, 
LMZ1a, 
LMZ1b 

FEZ, 
LMZ1a, 
LMZ1b 

 
LMZ1b 

LMZ1a, 
LMZ1b 

FEZ, 
LMZ1a, 
LMZ1b 
CMA 

FEZ, 
APZ,  
LMZ1a, 
LMZ2, 

LMZ1a, 
LMZ1b, 
CMA 

FEZ, 
APZ 
LMZ1a, 
LMZ1b, 
CMA 

APZ 
LMZ1a, 
LMZ1b, 
CMA LMZ1b 

                 
LEGEND                                 
Fire Behaviour Potential L-Low, M-Moderate, H-High             
Built Assets   T1-Assets within 100m, T2-Assets within 3km, PP-Existing control lines extend onto adjacent private property     

Natural Assets  
>900m-Vegetation above 900m altitude, CFH-Corroboree Frog habitat, AA-Alpine Ash, MRH- Montane Rocky Heath, FSV- Veg 
that will exceed threshold if burnt within life of plan     

Containment Impacts  EMM-Unit contains areas where earth moving equipment to be excluded due to potential impacts on heritage values     

Zones     
APZ-Asset Protection Zone,LMZ-Land Management Zone, FEZ-Fire Exclusion Zone, CMA- Cooperative 
Management Area         
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Units 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Fire  
Management 
Strategies                                 
Maintain Trail 
network f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f 
Upgrade trail 
network to allow 
access to heavier 
categories of fire 
fighting equipment     f f f f f f f f f   f f f   

Maintain APZ   f f   f             f   f     

Maintain and extend 
operational assets 
as required   f                   f     f   

Monitor fuel 
sampling site   f f f f f f   f f f f f f f   

Monitor vegetation 
plots f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f 

Neighbour liaison f f f f f   f f f f   f     f f 

Threatened species 
management                f           f     

ACT liaison                     f   f  f f   
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Appendix 6 – Brindabella National Park and State Conservation Area Roading 
Plan 
 
Brindabella National Park and State Conservation Area are located in southern New South 
Wales and adjoin the Australian Capital Territory, 30 kilometres west of Canberra.  The park 
incorporates two separate parcels of land reserved as Brindabella National Park 
(approximately 18,472 hectares) and Brindabella State Conservation Area (approximately 
2,880 hectares); both parcels of land are collectively referred to as “the park” within this plan. 
The park lies at the northern extent of the Brindabella Range and at the northern limit of the 
Australian Alps National Parks. Prior to declaration most of the western section of the park 
was crown land leased to the ACT Bushfire Council while the eastern block was vacant 
crown land. A network of trails was formed primarily for fire management activities prior to 
gazettal.  
 
This roading plan has been developed to make informed decisions about the adequacy and 
use of the trail network and the level of maintenance required to upkeep their required 
condition.  It is an important component of the planning processes that will be undertaken for 
the park and will provide input to the plan of management, fire management plan and 
regional planning strategies.  
 
In developing the roading plan, conservation of natural and cultural heritage has been a 
primary consideration, in accordance with the Service’s legislative responsibilities and the 
principles of ecological sustainability.  The need to provide a range of recreation 
opportunities, including opportunities to experience solitude and remote settings, has also 
been considered. The roading plan is not a total access strategy but has important 
implications for visitor management.  
 
There are approximately 156 kms of vehicle trails in the park. They vary from disused trails in 
poor condition, to routes that link major roads, provide access to private property, or are used 
for recreation access or park management purposes. These trails are maintained to a 4WD 
only standard due to the steep terrain.  
 
Some of the trails are located through sensitive features or important habitats.  Trails can 
have significant and unnecessary impacts if not formed and maintained in a sympathetic 
manner. This damage to the environment may include: 
 
• destruction and fragmentation of vegetation and habitat; 
• loss of natural landscape values or effects on cultural landscapes; 
• damage to archaeological sites; 
• inhibited movement of small animals across the landscape; 
• ingress for introduced predators; 
• introduction and spread of weeds and pathogens; 
• edge effects on the microclimate and species composition; 
• increased risk of fire ignition; and 
• sediment run-off and impacts on watercourses. 
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A number of the roads and trails are short or are dead-ends and do not lead to features or 
sites of recreational interest or have management value.  Some are located on side slopes or 
through poorly drained areas.  Roads on ridges are preferred as they are stable, minimise 
impacts on drainage and the risk of erosion, and are least costly to maintain. 
 
The Roading Plan aims to: 
- identify and maintain essential management vehicular access for purposes such as fire 

management, weed and feral animal control and facility maintenance; 
- identify and maintain essential recreation vehicular access; 
- identify and continue honouring appropriate existing access to private property, leasehold 

lands and for licensed uses; 
- identify roads and trails that have an unacceptable impact on the natural and cultural 

values of the park; 
- identify roads and trails that are unsafe and can not be brought up to an acceptable 

standard; and 
- identify roads that have little or no value for public or management purposes. 

 
All roads and trails in the reserve have been mapped and their existing standard, condition, 
use and on-going value assessed.  Factors such as recreational use, fire management, pest 
species management, research and any access rights to private property or for licensed uses 
were considered, along with information about topography, road condition, culturally sensitive 
areas, significant vegetation communities and threatened species.  Relevant policies relating 
to access provision and maintenance were also considered. 

 
The roads and trails have been classified according to the following categories: 
 
Category A: public access - road or trail that is essential for primary management or 

strategic purposes that include the provision of recreation opportunities, fire 
management, pest species management and private property, lease or licensed use 
access. 

 
  Public vehicle use will be permitted on Category A roads and trails. 
 
Category B: management access - road or trail which is necessary for management 

purposes or private property, lease or licensed use access but located in an 
environmentally sensitive location or a wilderness area, or has little value for 
recreation use. 

 
 Use of Category B routes by the general public will not be permitted, other than for 

bushwalking and, where appropriate, for cycling and horse riding. 
 
Category C: to be closed - road or trail not considered essential for park management, 

private property, lease or licensed use access or recreation use.  Such routes will be 
closed and most will be rehabilitated as soon as is practicable.  Some may be closed 
to vehicles but retained as walking trails or identified as negotiable routes for fire and 
other emergency management purposes. 

 
Category A and B roads have been further divided according to the following standards: 

- All weather 2WD; 
- Dry weather 2WD; 
- All weather 4WD; and 
- Dry Weather 4WD. 

These indicate the standard to which the road surface will be maintained. 
 
Roads and trails are individually listed in the table below and shown on the Roading Plan 
Map.  153.9 km of Category A roads have been identified.  These will be kept open for public 
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and management use and will have the highest priority for maintenance.  There are no 
Category B trails identified within this plan.  3.5 km of Category C trails have been identified.   
 
Category A roads are of dry weather standard only.  Such roads may be closed to use during 
wet weather to avoid unnecessary surface damage, environmental damage and repair costs. 
 
Use of Category A (public) roads, and the impacts of their use, will be monitored.  Any roads 
that no longer fulfil their original purposes, receive little use or are having unacceptable 
environmental impacts may, subject to the plan of management for the park, be closed to 
public vehicle use or rehabilitated. 
 
Brindabella is a relatively large reserve with important conservation and recreational values.  
All current trails are a Dry Weather 4WD standard and require maintenance to a trafficable 
standard for management and recreation purposes. All existing trails within the reserve are 
open to the public and no seasonal closures currently exist within the reserve.  A number of 
these trails (see Map 1) exit the reserve via private property.  Where these trails reach 
private property, they are closed and gated (and in some cases locked).  Signage has been 
installed on these trails indicating that public access is terminated at the park boundary. 
There are two private property owners whose primary access is gained via park access trails.  
Access agreements are being negotiated for these at present. 
 
Consultation associated with the preparation of the draft Fire Management Plan has 
highlighted the necessity to upgrade the current standard of some trails in order to allow 
access to heavier categories of fire fighting equipment and to complement works conducted 
on neighbouring ACT trails.  
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ASSESSMENT OF ROADS AND TRAILS IN BRINDABELLA NP & SCA 
Road or Trail Length 

(km) 
Current 
Standard & 
Condition 

Uses Impacts/Issues  Category & 
proposed 
standard 

Bag Range Trail 5.7 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

 A. 4. 

Baldy Range Trail 7.7 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

Strategic fire control trail requiring 
upgrade. 

A. 4. 

Bells Camp Trail 2.6 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

 A. 4. 

Blue Range Road 2.0 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

Upgrade required for float access. 
Coordination with ACT required. 

A. 2. 

Coree Summit Trail (Pabral Road to 
summit) 

1.9 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

 A. 4. 

Coree Summit Trail (Pabral Road to 
Two Sticks Road) 

0.9 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

 A. 4. 

Dingi Dingi Ridge Trail 5.7 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

Strategic fire control trail requiring 
upgrade. 

A. 4. 

Doctors Flat Road 9.4 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management, Through Road 

Upgrade required for float access.   A. 2. 

Farm Trail 0.6 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

Coordination with freehold and leased 
lands required. 

A. 4. 

Firebreak Trail 1.7 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management, Private Access 

Coordination with freehold and leased 
lands required. 

A. 4. 

Flannigans Hill Trail 0.4 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

Coordination with freehold and leased 
lands required. 

A. 4. 

Folly Trail (Webbs Ridge to Waterfall) 6.6 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

 A. 4. 

Folly Trail (Wee Jasper to Waterfall) 5.0 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management, Private Access 

Coordination with freehold and leased 
lands required. 

A. 4. 

Genges Trail (ACT to Two Sticks Road) 3.0 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

Coordination with ACT required. A. 4. 

Genges Trail (north - parallel to Two 
Sticks Road) 

0.8 4. Fair Fire & Pest Management  C. 

Genges Trail ( link to Two Sticks) 0.4 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

 A. 4. 

Standard: 1. All weather 2WD.  2. Dry weather 2WD.  3. All weather 4WD.  4. Dry Weather 4WD.  5. Untrafficable 
Condition: Good – maintained above standard required for frequency and type of use, Fair – maintained at standard, Poor – maintained below standard. 
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ASSESSMENT OF ROADS AND TRAILS IN BRINDABELLA NP & SCA 
Road or trail Length 

(km) 
Current 
Standard & 
Condition 

Uses Impacts/Issues  Category & 
proposed 
standard 

Gentle Annie Trail 3.7 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

 A. 4. 

Graces Trail 1.0 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management, Private Access 

Coordination with freehold and leased 
lands required. 

A. 4. 

Kenya Trail 3.0 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

Coordination with freehold and leased 
lands required. 

A. 4. 

Link Road 1.1 4. Poor Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

Coordination with freehold and leased 
lands required. 

A. 4. 

Lowells Flat Trail 2.5 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

 A. 4. 

Maginot Trail 2.1 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

Upgrade required for float access. 
Coordination with freehold and leased 
lands required. 

A. 2. 

McDonald's Flat Trail 1.6 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

Coordination with freehold and leased 
lands required. 

A. 4. 

McIntyres Trail 3.9 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

 A. 4. 

Mitchells Ringings Trail 8.0 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

 A. 4. 

Old Brindabella Road 2.2 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

 A. 4. 

Pabral Road 2.5 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

Coordination with ACT required. A. 4. 

Perimeter Trail 0.6 5. Poor Fire & Pest Management Trail closed after liaison with landholder in 
September 06. 

C. 

Pig Hill Trail 2.4 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management, Private Access 

Coordination with freehold and leased 
lands required. 

A. 4. 

Pig Hill Summit  1.1 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management, Private Access 

 A. 4. 

Powerline Trail 6.9 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management, Utility Management 

 A. 4. 

Standard: 1. All weather 2WD.  2. Dry weather 2WD.  3. All weather 4WD.  4. Dry Weather 4WD.  5. Untrafficable 
Condition: Good – maintained above standard required for frequency and type of use, Fair – maintained at standard, Poor – maintained below standard. 
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ASSESSMENT OF ROADS AND TRAILS IN BRINDABELLA NP & SCA 

Road or trail Length 
(km) 

Current 
Standard & 
Condition 

Uses Impacts/Issues  Category & 
proposed 
standard 

Radiata Trail 0.8 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

Coordination with ACT required. A. 4. 

Swamp Ck Trail 1.2 5. Fair Fire Management  C. 
Tinkers Creek Trail 0.8 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 

Management 
Coordination with freehold and leased 
lands required. 

A. 4. 

Trangrid TL07 Trails  3.9 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management, Utility Management 

 A. 4. 

Transgrid TL01 Trails 0.5 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management, Utility Management 

 A. 4. 

TSR Trail 0.9 5. Fair Fire Management Coordination with freehold and leased 
lands required. 

C.  

Two Sticks Road (Curries Road to Coree 
Summit Trail) 

2.1 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management, Utility Management 

Coordination with ACT required. A. 2. 

Two Sticks Road (Coree Summit Trails 
to Blue Range Road) 

7.1 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management, Utility Management 

Upgrade required for float access.   A. 2. 

Two Sticks Road (Mountain Ck Road to 
Blue Range Road) 

8.3 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management, Utility Management 

Coordination with freehold and leased 
lands required. 

A. 4. 

Waterfall Trail (Follies to McIntyres) 5.1 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

 A. 4. 

Waterfall Trail (Webbs Ridge to 
McIntyres) 

4.1 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

 A. 4. 

Webbs Ridge Trail (Doctors Flat to 
California Flats) 

8.7 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

Upgrade required for float access.   A. 2. 

Webbs Ridge Trail (California Flats to 
Waterfall Trail) 

5.1 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

Upgrade required for float access.   A. 4. 

Webbs Ridge Trail (Waterfall Trail to 
Gentle Annie) 

10.5 4. Fair Recreation, Fire & Pest 
Management 

 A. 4. 

Total 155.6km     
Standard: 1. All weather 2WD.  2. Dry weather 2WD.  3. All weather 4WD.  4. Dry Weather 4WD.  5. Untrafficable 
Condition: Good – maintained above standard required for frequency and type of use, Fair – maintained at standard, Poor – maintained below standard. 
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Appendix 7 - Australian Alps Fire Management Principles 
 
1. Fire fighter safety and the protection of life and property are fundamental issues of concern to all 

fire authorities and land managers and will underpin every strategy. 
 
2. Fire management strategies should be consistent with the primary objective of the protected area 

system, which is to conserve the natural and cultural heritage values of the Australian Alps. 
 
3. Fire management should integrate fire prevention, preparedness, response and recovery 

strategies. It should make use of appropriate tools such as: 
a)    fuel reduction through burning or by mechanical means in areas of high potential fire intensity 
       hazard; 
b)    early detection and rapid suppression of wild fire; 
c)    a strategically located fire trail network; 
d)    a properly trained and equipped workforce, including volunteers, to undertake fire management; 
       and 
e)    education to help communities and individuals to be prepared for the likelihood of fire. 
 
4. Fire management strategies, including hazard reduction, should:  
a) be practical, achievable and cost effective; 
b) be based on a strategic analysis of risk to the assets (natural, cultural and physical) that may be 

affected by fire; 
c) be focused on the protection of significant assets and values at risk from wildfire;  
d) be based on sound science, in particular a clear understanding of the factors which influence fire 

behaviour [and ecological and landscape response to fire]; and 
e) take full account of the known and likely implications of climate change. 
 
5. There should be a total landscape approach to fire management, including suppression activities, 

involving cooperation and collaboration within and between jurisdictions. 
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