
Gardens of Stone
National Park

Gardens of Stone National Park

Size 15,010 ha, perimeter approx. 201 km

Created 1994

Location 30 km north of Lithgow on the Central
Tablelands of NSW.
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Snapshot of the park

Why it is conserved

Gardens of Stone National Park was reserved for recreational pursuits and
for its scenic and geological significance. It also conserves an extension of
the North-West Slopes biogeographic vegetation communities. The park
forms an integral part of the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area. 

Points of special interest

Points of interest include the Baal Bone Gap picnic area, Pantoneys Crown and Mount Davidson. The Newnes Plateau cliff lines
overlooking the Wolgan Valley are also a notable feature.

Geology, soils and landforms

The park is within the Sydney Basin geological province and the Blue Mountains Plateau, and is comprised primarily of Triassic
sandstone, Devonian limestone and Quaternary alluvial deposits. The park is well known for its unusual ‘pagoda’ rock
formations.

Ecosystems 

The park is partly within the Hawkesbury Nepean River catchment and the Sydney Basin Bioregion. It contains: 
� a pagoda rock complex community with heathlands and low woodlands and shrublands
� Blue Mountains sandstone forests
� montane gully forest
� scribbly gum-stringybark woodland
� tablelands grassy woodland
� Capertee valley woodland
� white box woodland
� talus slope woodland.

Plans and agreements

Plan of Management

Fire Management Plan

Ramsar wetland convention

� World Heritage listed

China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

World Biosphere Reserve

Subject to Regional Forest Agreement

Under joint management
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Main picture: The pagoda rock formations along the park’s escarpments are a distinctive feature.
Top right: The spotted-tailed quoll, formerly called the tiger quoll.



Native plants 

The park contains a number of regionally significant plant species, including:
� Persoonia marginata � Eucalyptus cannonii � Prostanthera crytandroides � Lasiopetalum longistamineum
� Banksia penicillata � Leucochrysum graminifolium � Gonnocarpus longifolius.

Native animals

A number of significant animal populations are found, including: 
� regent honeyeater   � brush-tailed rock wallaby   � powerful owl   � broad-headed snake   � koala
� spotted-tailed quoll   � yellow-bellied glider   � glossy black cockatoo.

Aboriginal cultural heritage

Darkinjung Tribal Council, Bathurst Local Aboriginal Land Council and the Greater Lithgow Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island
Corporation represent contemporary Aboriginal community involvement in this park. Some scattered stone chips along a number
of streams and gully floors have been found. It is understood that the area has been occupied by Aboriginal people for at least
12,000 years prior to European settlement.

Historic heritage

Surrounding areas contains significant historical sites, though no detailed survey has been carried out within the park. 

Management issues

Pest plants

Blackberry, tree of heaven, St Johns wort and prickly pear are all subject to sustained seasonal pest management programs.

Pest animals

The main animals pests are:
� wild dogs   � rabbits   � goats   � feral cats   � foxes.
Pest management programs include regular dog baiting (which is coordinated with neighbours), fumigation and ripping of
warrens, and seasonal culling and monitoring of goat populations.

Fire management

There have been no major fires for 30-40 years in some parts, as the types of vegetation in the park burn infrequently in the
climate. Strategic burning has been undertaken in conjunction with neighbours and the local Regional Fire Service. Wildfires over
the last 15 years have been contained to small areas using remote response techniques. All have been result of lightning strikes.
An annual hazard reduction burning program is prepared and implemented, and fire management trails have been constructed.

Usage and facilities

Activities include bushwalking, climbing and canyoning; day visits using 4WD vehicles; and horseriding along the Bicentennial
Trail, which passes along the Crown Creek Fire trail from Baal Bone Gap and exits via private landholdings to the north of the
park. Trails managed by the adjacent state forest to the south of the park are used for trail bike touring.
Facilities are limited but include the picnic area at Baal Bone Gap (4WD access only) and trails that are suitable for bushwalking
and vehicle touring.
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Garigal National Park

Garigal National Park

Size 2203 ha, perimeter approx. 102 km

Created 1991

Location Within the Sydney metropolitan area on the
northern side of Sydney Harbour.
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Snapshot of the park

Why it is conserved
Garigal National Park is one of a group of reserves in the Sydney Basin.
It provides an important link between Sydney Harbour, Manly Dam and
Ku-ring-gai Chase. This linkage greatly enhances the viability of the natural
systems within each reserve. The park itself also protects a number of
important plant and animal communities within a highly urban setting,
while also protecting a significant part of the Sydney Harbour catchment. 

Points of special interest
The Davidson Visitor Area is a major focus for activities within the park, and the historic Bantry Bay provides opportunities for
boating, walking and picnicking.

Geology, soils and landforms
The park is part of the Sydney Basin geological province and the Hornsby Plateau, and has two distinct areas that are both
comprised primarily of Triassic Hawkesbury sandstone with small Jurassic volcanic intrusions, Quaternary alluvium and
Narrabeen shale outcrops.

Ecosystems 
The park is part of the Sydney Basin Bioregion. The main ecosystem types are those commonly associated with Hawkesbury
sandstone and include dry sclerophyll forest and woodland with shrubland, heathland, hanging swamps and small pockets of
warm temperate rainforest in sheltered gullies. More restricted communities occur on the isolated shale lenses and are
associated with alluvial deposits. A vegetation map and report have been prepared for the park.

Native plants 
The following regionally significant plants are seen in the park:
� Caleys grevillea (Grevillea caleyi)   � Haloragodendron lucasii � Leptospermum deanii
� Bertya brownii � Tetratheca glandulosa.
The Duffys Forest endangered ecological community occurs in the park on shale and lateritic soils.

Plans and agreements

� Plan of Management

Fire Management Plan

Ramsar wetland convention

World Heritage listed

China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

World Biosphere Reserve

Subject to Regional Forest Agreement

Under joint management
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Main picture: Canoeing on upper Middle Harbour.
Top right: Rock overhang near The Cascades.



Native animals

Regionally significant populations in the park include:
� spotted-tailed quoll   � southern brown bandicoot   � koala   � bentwing bat.

Aboriginal cultural heritage

Aboriginal heritage sites throughout the park include art sites, occupation sites and rock engravings, which are important
surviving examples of Aboriginal occupation of the Sydney region.

Historic heritage

The park contains several places of historic interest, including two significant sites – Bungaroo, visited by Governor Phillip in
1788, and Bantry Bay, used in the mid-1800s for loading timber onto barges, and from 1915 as the site for a munitions depot.

Management issues

Pest plants

The weeds of most concern are: 
� camphor laurel   � rhus   � cassia   � bitou bush   � ludwigia   � pampas grass   � privet   � mist flower
� crofton weed   � lantana   � wandering Jew   � Japanese honeysuckle. 

Pest animals

Cats are a major problem close to urban areas, particularly for native animals and small birds. An education program for
neighbours is conducted in conjunction with local government. Foxes are likely to occur throughout the park and benefit from
increased food supplies where the park touches urban areas. Control programs have been undertaken where possible in
conjunction with other land managers to decrease predator pressure on native species, particularly endangered species such as
the southern brown bandicoot.

Fire management

Major concerns of park managers include fuel build-up near urban areas, wildfire control, protection of neighbours and visitors,
and the impact of fire on native ecosystems. The 1983 and 1994 wildfires had a major impact on the park. A draft Fire
Management Plan is in preparation and is likely to be available for public comment in 2002. A hazard reduction burning program
is prepared and implemented annually, and fire management trails have been constructed.

Usage and facilities

Current estimates suggest the park attracts 200,000 visitors annually. The most concentrated use occurs around Roseville Bridge
and the Davidson picnic area. Boating, fishing, bushwalking, picnicking and wildlife photography are the most popular activities.
Bantry Bay offers a walk-in picnic area. A number of walking tracks offer opportunities for bushwalking, and trails are available
for cycling and limited horseriding. A vehicle entry fee applies.
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Goobang National Park

Goobang National Park

Size 42,080 ha, perimeter approx. 336 km

Created 1995

Location Central west NSW, 400 km west of Sydney
and 30 km south-east of Dubbo.
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Snapshot of the park

Why it is conserved

Goobang National Park provides protection for the diverse range of plant
and animal communities found in central west NSW, as well as the rich
scenic, cultural and natural features of the area.

Points of special interest

The park is claimed to be the largest remnant forest and woodland in the central west. It contains two transitional zones, with
flora and fauna species of western NSW overlapping with species common to coastal NSW. A number of the plant communities
in the park are considered under-represented within the parks system.

Geology, soils and landforms

The park encompasses the Hervey Range and is within the Lachlan Fold Belt. The diverse geology, which consists of igneous and
sedimentary rock types, ranges in age from 2 to 400 million years old. The range rises to an altitude of about 800 metres, with
striking cliff faces on the western side. Soil in the higher ridges tends to be infertile, poorly structured and highly susceptible to
erosion. In the lower reaches and plains, deep alluvial soils have a high clay content and tend to impede drainage.

Ecosystems 

There are 11 vegetation types that are considered rare or vulnerable. Vegetation in the park includes:
� dry sclerophyll woodlands   � white box woodland with grassy understorey
� open heathland   � mallee species.
A total of 459 native plant species have been recorded in the park, many of which had not been recorded in the region. 

Native plants 

The park protects a large number of threatened plants, some of which are found only in the local area. These include:
� Leucopogon sp.   � Petrostylis sp. Aff. longifolia � Petrostylis sp. Aff. pusilla � Tylophora linearis
� Eriostemon ericifolius � Goodenia macbarronii � Astrotricha linearis.

Plans and agreements

� Plan of Management – draft

� Fire Management Plan – draft

Ramsar wetland convention

World Heritage listed

China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

World Biosphere Reserve

Subject to Regional Forest Agreement

Under joint management
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Main picture: Goobang protects one of the largest areas of native vegetation
occurring in the central west of NSW.



Native animals

The park’s isolated location and scattered vegetation communities mean that native animal communities are often highly
localised. Seven vulnerable and one endangered animal species have been found in the park, including:
� koala   � greater long-eared bat   � yellow-bellied sheathtailed bat   � regent honeyeater   � glossy black cockatoo
� superb parrot   � turquoise parrot.
A previously unknown Pseudomys specimen has been recorded.

Aboriginal cultural heritage

A survey and anthropological research was carried out in 1994, revealing a rich variety of sites throughout the park. The Hervey
Range marked the boundary between the Bogan River Wiradjuri and other groups. Ceremonial, trade, marriage and occupation
camps throughout the park make the landscape very significant for the contemporary Aboriginal community. 

Historic heritage

John Oxley passed the park in 1817, and sighted and named the Hervey Range. By 1835, stations had been established around
the base of the range. As an important timber resource, the area was reserved as state forest in 1879. Several old logging camps
are still evident. 

Management issues

Pest plants

The main problem weeds are blackberry and St Johns wort. Control programs are regularly undertaken in conjunction with local
landholders and rural lands protection boards. The spread of blackberry, usually along drainage lines, has now been substantially
reduced. St Johns wort has been contained, and ongoing programs are aimed at halting its spread.

Pest animals

The main pest animals found in the park are:
� foxes   � rabbits   � feral pigs   � goats.
Foxes, rabbits and pigs pose a major problem for native animals in the park, particularly threatened animal species, while rabbits
damage the already fragile soils and threaten endangered plant species. Control programs are being undertaken for all four pest
animal species with the cooperation of park neighbours.

Fire management

The park is subject to wildfires caused mainly by lightning during storms in the summer months. Major wildfires have occurred
regularly since the 1950s, exacerbated by droughts. Fire plays an important role in the distribution of flora and fauna in the area,
and fire regimes are being researched to assess how the frequency of fires affects biodiversity.

Usage and facilities

The park attracts visitors for camping, picnicking, bushwalking and birdwatching. As the summer months are very hot, visiting is
most active in spring and autumn. 
A Draft Plan of Management is currently awaiting final approval. It proposes establishment of: 
� barbecues in designated picnic areas
� a self-guided, wheelchair-accessible walk
� composting toilets in picnic and camping areas
� a walking track to lookouts.
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Gundabooka National Park

Gundabooka National Park

Size 43,591 ha, perimeter approx. 130 km

Created 1996

Location Approximately 50 km south-west of Bourke
and 110 km north of Cobar.
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Snapshot of the park

Why it is conserved

Gundabooka National Park was established to protect the cultural
landscape of the Mount Gunderbooka region and the land systems on the
surrounding sandplains and stony rises. 

Points of special interest

The park is part of the Cobar Peneplain and contains Mount Gunderbooka, the most prominent geological feature in the
Bourke/Cobar region. There is rock art painted by the Ngemba people, who lived in the area prior to European occupation.
These paintings have been recognised for their significance by being placed on the Register of the National Estate. 

Geology, soils and landforms

Lying in the southern end of the park, Mount Gunderbooka is an impressive outcrop of Devonian sandstone rising to 495 metres
above sea level. The mountain is located at the junction of two large geological zones, the Girilambone Anticlinorial Zone and the
Great Artesian Basin. It is an example of an isolated syncline that has formed as a result of tectonic movements over many
millions of years. Soils in the park are predominantly highly erodible ‘red earths’.

Ecosystems 

The park is part of the Cobar Peneplain and contains 21 different plant communities. Vegetation types are dominated by open
woodland and include:
� mulga, white cypress pine and mallee communities on the Gunderbooka Range and adjacent rocky ridges
� western bloodwood around the base of Mount Gunderbooka
� bimble box, red box and mulga communities on the undulating lowlands and sandplains.

Native plants 

The park protects a number of threatened plants. These include:
� Phebalium glandulosum � Prostanthera stricta � Hedyotis galioides � Acacia curanii.

Plans and agreements

Plan of Management

Fire Management Plan

Ramsar wetland convention

World Heritage listed

China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

World Biosphere Reserve

Subject to Regional Forest Agreement

Under joint management
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Main picture and top right: The ancient rust-coloured rocks of Gundabooka
are over 400 million years old.



A major threat to the long-term survival of these species is continued high grazing pressure by feral animals and native
macropods. The primary activities aimed at reducing this grazing pressure are trapping and removal of goats and progressive
closure of artificial watering points.

Native animals

Fauna surveys within the park have recorded 137 species of birds, 16 species of reptiles and amphibians, and 14 species of
mammals. Six threatened species have been recorded in the park, including:
� little pied bat   � yellow-bellied sheathtail bat   � kultarr   � painted honeyeater.
A new species of freetail bat has also been found in the park.

Aboriginal cultural heritage

The park is of great cultural significance to the Ngemba people, who lived in the area prior to European occupation and whose
descendants continue to live in the surrounding towns today. The Ngemba people took advantage of the area’s food and water
supplies, and certain places in the Gunderbooka Range were used for large ceremonial gatherings, with people travelling large
distances to attend. 

Historic heritage

The area’s European history began with visits to the Gundabooka area by explorers in the 19th century. Charles Sturt noted
Mount Gunderbooka as ‘Durbans Range’ during his exploration of the Darling River in 1829. Pastoralists followed in the
footsteps of explorers, and the Gundabooka area was gradually subdivided into large pastoral leases. The leases were further
split up in the 20th century as part of the Soldier Settlement Scheme for soldiers returning from the World Wars.

Management issues

Pest plants

A number of introduced plants have been recorded in the park. The main problem weeds are:
� noogoora burr   � saffron thistle   � African boxthorn.
Staff undertake regular weed control programs.

Pest animals

The main pest animals found in the park are:
� feral goats   � foxes   � feral pigs   � rabbits.
Goats, foxes and pigs pose a particular problem for native animals, while rabbits damage the already fragile soils and threaten
endangered plant species. Control programs are being undertaken for all pest animal species in the park, although goat and fox
control is currently the highest priority.

Fire management

Fires in the region surrounding the park occur infrequently. Anecdotal evidence suggests that the area was burnt frequently by
Aboriginal people and early pastoralists, which maintained a large proportion of the park as open woodland. Fire management in
the park is currently limited to suppressing wildfires, though hazard reduction and management burning are planned. Few
records were kept on the fire history of the area; however, previous owners indicate that fires in the park have been localised and
low to moderate in intensity.

Usage and facilities

The park attracts a growing number of visitors each year, with peak use over the winter months. The most common activities are
visiting the Aboriginal rock art sites, picnicking, bushwalking, birdwatching and camping. Visitors are increasingly taking
advantage of the visitor accommodation to enjoy the peace and tranquillity the area offers.
Facilities provided for visitors include:
� overnight camping area with wood/gas fires in designated picnic areas
� two self-guided walking tracks
� pit toilets in picnic areas.
Camping fees apply.
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Hartley Historic Site

Hartley Historic Site

Size 13 ha, perimeter approx. 5 km

Created 1972

Location In the central west (Central Tablelands) of
NSW, 15 km east of Lithgow and 140 km
west of Sydney. 

I B
ro

wn
/N

PW
S

NP
W

S

Snapshot of the site

Why it is preserved

Hartley Historic Site was reserved for the protection of a substantial and
well-preserved remnant of one of the first rural settlements west of the
Blue Mountains. This town had played a vital role in the development of
inland NSW. 

Points of special interest

The most popular section of the site is the Greek Revival Courthouse, constructed in 1837 and designed by colonial architect
Mortimer Lewis.

Geology, soils and landforms

The site is part of the Sydney Basin geological province and the Blue Mountains Plateau. The geology underlying the site is
granite and granodiorite formed during the Carboniferous period. The soils overlaying these vary from sandy loam to sand
clay topsoil.

Ecosystems 

The park is part of the Sydney Basin Bioregion. The immediate environment is grassed slopes dominated by scattered trees and
stands of eucalypts – the native vegetation was primarily cleared during the first ten years of settlement.

Native plants and animals

No native plants or animals have been identified at the site.

Aboriginal cultural heritage

The site is part of the traditional lands of the Gundanangra people. There is only one Aboriginal site recorded. Hartley is
significant as a contact site – blankets were distributed to Aboriginal people from the courthouse in past times.

Plans and agreements

� Plan of Management

Fire Management Plan

Ramsar wetland convention

World Heritage listed

China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

World Biosphere Reserve

Subject to Regional Forest Agreement

Under joint management
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Main picture: St Bernards Church, Hartley. The 19th-century village is one of the best preserved in Australia.
Top right: The presbytery, which is next to the church.



Historic heritage

The site is a significant cultural landscape that contains 15 buildings, dating from the Greek Revival Courthouse in 1837 to the
timber and iron Corneys Garage in 1945. The site also contains a large number of portable artefacts and family histories.
The rise and decline of the village of Hartley are attributable to transport developments. In 1815, the completion of Coxs Rd to
Bathurst and the subsequent opening of Victoria Pass, in 1832, encouraged the development of farming lands west of the Blue
Mountains and the inland centres, particularly Bathurst. But there was nowhere between Penrith and Bathurst where prisoners
could be secured. Hence, it was decided to establish a new police district west of the Blue Mountains. The Vale of Clwydd,
subsequently named Hartley, was the chosen site.
West of Bathurst in 1815, the discovery of gold and the ensuing goldrush gave further impetus to westward traffic. This added to
Hartley’s importance as a judicial and administrative centre, and as a staging post providing rest and refreshments. 
Hartley’s heyday was the period following the gold discoveries. But another transport development was to herald the beginning of
the end of Hartley as a transit centre. This was the extension of the Great Western Railway. By 1877 the line had been extended
from Mount Victoria to Lithgow, and with it the importance of Hartley began to wane. 
However, from the middle of the 19th century Jenolan Caves had become a popular tourist attraction. Visitors from Sydney
would make overnight stops at Katoomba, Hartley or Bowenfels. By 1879 it was possible to travel by rail to Tarana – only a short
distance from the caves – and this made the tiring road journey less attractive. From the 1920s, when fast and modern
transport began to make its appearance, Hartley became what it is today – a historical village located right beside the
Great Western Highway.

Management issues

Pest plants

Blackberries, broom, Patersons curse and serrated tussock are the main weed species. Control programs are undertaken
as required.

Pest animals

Rabbits are the main feral animal found in the cleared rural environment. Cats are also a problem.

Fire management

Fires within the historic buildings are the main concern of management at the site. 

Usage and facilities

The site receives about 60,000 visitors annually. Picnicking, day touring, school tours and guided tours are the most
popular activities.
There is an information centre and shop at the site, and a number of the buildings are used for guided tours.

77
Hartley Historic Site – continued

Platypus



Hat Head National Park

Hat Head National Park

Size 7362 ha, perimeter approx. 75 km

Created 1972

Location On the mid-north coast of NSW
approximately midway between Sydney and
Brisbane. Contains the village of Hat Head.
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Snapshot of the park

Why it is conserved

Hat Head National Park provides protection and conservation for the
natural and cultural heritage of this ‘sand mass’ park, which contains
beaches, headlands, rainforests, heaths, wetlands and a regionally
significant lighthouse complex.

Points of special interest

Surrounded by the national park, the Smoky Cape Lighthouse complex is on dramatic terrain. Advanced architectural skill and
innovations are evident in the placement, design and construction of the buildings.

Geology, soils and landforms

The park is located on geological formations comprising mainly a type of granite known as Smoky Cape adamellite to the north
(from which adjacent Trial Bay Gaol and the Breakwater were constructed), the only coastal granite outcrop between Bundaberg
and Moruya. Soils tend to be poorly nourished Quaternary beach sands and decomposed granitic podsoils. These soil types are
highly susceptible to erosion.

Ecosystems 

The park contains extensive wetlands behind Smoky and Killick beaches, which are bordered by extensive heath communities.
The headlands of Smoky Cape and Korogoro Point shelter rare coastal rainforests. These areas provide habitat for a large range
and variety of plants and animals species, many of which are listed as rare or vulnerable.

Native plants 

The headland heath areas feature hakea, dogwood, boronia, flannel flower, eucalypt species and kangaroo grass. Pandanus occur
on the area adjacent to the high-tide line. Coastal rainforests contain species such as lilly pilly and black apple, with cabbage tree
palms in more sheltered areas and massive old melaleucas next to the wetlands.

Plans and agreements

� Plan of Management

� Fire Management Plan

Ramsar wetland convention

� National Estate Register

China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

World Biosphere Reserve

� Subject to Regional Forest Agreement

Under joint management
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Main picture: Sitting proudly on the spectacular coastline of the park, the Smoky Cape
Lighthouse complex is the most elevated in Australia.
Top right: One of the lighthouse keeper cottages at Smoky Cape.



Native animals

Visitors to the park will see eastern grey kangaroos and swamp wallabies in most camping areas. Species such as the koala,
brush-tailed phascogale, green and golden bell frog and spotted-tailed quoll find refuge in the park. Hat Head is rich in bird life,
with raptors such as ospreys, white-breasted sea eagles and braminy kites around the headlands, and honeyeaters, friar birds
and fig birds in the heathlands. Smoky Cape and Korogoro Point provide vantage points to view migrating humpbacked whales,
as well as resident pods of dolphins and other marine mammals.

Aboriginal cultural heritage

The entire Smoky Cape Range, of which the lighthouse complex occupies a small part, is of profound spiritual significance to the
local Aboriginal community. Prior to establishment of the park, numerous carved trees were removed from sites adjacent to the
lighthouse complex and transported to the Australian Museum. Other sites include middens and ceremonial sites.

Historic heritage

Captain Cook named Smoky Cape in his journal entry of 1 May 1770. The Smoky Cape Lighthouse complex was built to an
original design by early colonial architect James Barnet. The entire complex is listed on the Register of the National Estate,
including the existing architecture as well as remains of World War Two radar installations and gun emplacements.

Management issues

Pest plants

More than 30 species of introduced plants have been recorded. The majority are escapees from gardens or, in the case of bitou
bush, were introduced by sandmining companies to stabilise areas after mining. The most significant weeds are:
� lantana   � wandering Jew   � potato vine   � bitou bush   � salvinnia.
Control programs are ongoing in cooperation with local volunteers, such as the Dune Care Group. The headlands are subject to
annual spraying of bitou bush.

Pest animals

The main pest animals found in the park are:
� rats   � mice   � foxes   � cats.
These species are a threat to native fauna, especially threatened species that rely on the park for habitat. Control programs are
being undertaken for all four pest animal species, with rodent control currently the highest priority at the lighthouse complex.

Fire management

The park is subject to frequent fires, often caused by arson. This has contributed to a limiting of the park’s floral diversity and the
contraction of rainforest areas. NPWS has prepared a Fire Management Plan for the park that establishes management zones to
protect life and property as well as natural and cultural heritage. The lighthouse complex affords extensive views over the park
and provides an ideal location for spotting fires.

Usage and facilities

The park attracts more than 450,000 visitors each year, with peak use over the summer months. The most common activities
are sightseeing, bushwalking, surfing and fishing. The lighthouse complex is the most popular visitor destination, with over
300,000 visitors each year. Cottages in the complex are available for accommodation; these operations have received Regional
Tourism Awards. 
Park facilities include electric barbecues, picnic grounds, walking tracks, camping areas and beach access points. Vehicle entry
and camping fees apply.
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Hill End Historic Site

Hill End Historic Site

Size 134 ha, perimeter approx. 52 km

Created 1967

Location 72 km north-west of Bathurst, due west of
Sydney.
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Snapshot of the site

Why it is conserved

Hill End Historic Site provides protection for the historic properties and
artefacts of Hill End, once the largest inland town in NSW during the
goldrush era of the 1870s. It also protects the historic heritage of an
important phase of Australia’s history – alluvial and underground reef
mining. The triumphs and tragedies of Hill End’s past and present
community are also portrayed through the site.

Points of special interest

This is a unique site with over 30 commercial and residential buildings dating back to the 1870s. Many of the buildings have
been restored and the local community reside and operate businesses from these premises. The cemetery tells of Hill End’s
hardships and is a source for family history research. Other attractions are the Bald Hill Mine, Golden Gully, Hawkins Hill, Merlins
Lookout, The Visitor Centre/Hospital, Quartz Roasting Pits and the Holtermann collection of photos displayed along the
streetscape of the village. Hill End was one of the first sites included in the NPWS estate when the Service was formed in 1967.

Geology, soils and landforms

Hill End is situated in a shallow upland valley on the tablelands west of the Great Dividing Range. Its altitude is 970 metres above
sea level. Most soils in the area are susceptible to sheet and gully erosion and are poorly drained in the winter months. The
eroded gullies are elements of past mining practices. 

Ecosystems

The site contains a variety of exotic vegetation, with plantings starting in the 1870s. The early settlers and miners brought with
them a range of horticultural species in an attempt to make their isolated community self-sufficient in fruit and vegetables.
Species of roses distributed throughout the state have been propagated from Hill End varieties. The exotic flora of Hill End
provides research opportunities and shows garden and landscape styles of that era.

Plans and agreements

� Plan of Management – draft

Fire Management Plan

Ramsar wetland convention

World Heritage listed

China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

World Biosphere Reserve

Subject to Regional Forest Agreement

Under joint management
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Main picture: The town of Hill End, with Bald Hill in the background. 
Top right: The town’s Catholic Church.



Native plants 

Hill End and its surrounds were extensively disturbed by mining activity in the 1870s and after. The dominant native vegetation is
manna gum and red stringy bark, and these are regenerating in the abandoned mining areas.

Native animals

Native fauna in the surrounds of the village is typical of the Central Tablelands. The habitat of the communities has been
disrupted by past activities. No formal fauna survey has been undertaken in the area.

Aboriginal cultural heritage

Although the area is known to have cultural values for local Aboriginal communities, little formal research has been undertaken
to determine the nature and significance of these values. 

Historic heritage

With the discovery of gold, Hill End became, by the end of 1872, the largest inland town in NSW, with a population of 8000. But
the boom was short lived. The decline became evident by 1874 and continued until 1883. In the early years of the 20th century
Hill End had some 500 residents engaged mainly in mining, as well as agriculture and tree felling.
In the 1960s community groups successfully lobbied to protect the village’s historical values. In 1967 Hill End was proclaimed a
historic site and became the first village to come under the management of NPWS. It now has a population of about 150.
Hill End is listed as nationally significant on the Register of the National Estate. Hill End’s isolation has protected it from
disturbance and change. The architecture of the buildings, streetscape, horticultural elements, social values and opportunities for
education and scientific research make the site a valuable resource and attractive tourist destination.

Management issues

Pest plants

Blackberry is the main problem weed in the site. Programs have been implemented to control and eradicate it.

Pest animals

Pest animals in the environs of the village include:
� cats   � rabbits   � goats.
Domestic cattle graze the Hill End Common, which surrounds the village. They stray into the village and damage historic items
by brushing against them.

Fire management

The site has been relatively free from fires. Fires from lightning strikes have been contained at the outskirts of the village. The
threat to the buildings are from their electrical supply and from fuel heaters and stoves. A fire brigade is stationed in the village.

Usage and facilities

The site attracts many visitors each year, mostly in spring and autumn, with Easter the peak period. School groups visit
throughout the year but more often in the third and fourth school terms. The most common visitor activities are picnicking,
walking, camping and fossicking. Camping fees apply. There are several tour operators who conduct town and mining tours.
Facilities provided for visitors include:
� gas barbecues in designated picnic areas   � wheelchair-accessible facilities in camping areas
� powered sites   � lookouts.
Tour operators offer various activities.

81
Hill End Historic Site – continued



Illawarra Escarpment
State Recreation Area

Illawarra Escarpment State Recreation
Area

Size 1504 ha, perimeter approx. 119 km

Created 1980

Location On the south coast of NSW, 60 km south of
Sydney. 
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Snapshot of the area

Why it is conserved

The Illawarra Escarpment State Recreation Area was reserved to protect
and conserve the natural and cultural heritage and scenic values of the
Illawarra Escarpment.

Points of special interest

Items of special interest include the lookouts at Mount Keira and Mount Kembla, the Mount Keira Scout and Girl Guide camps,
and the Mount Keira rainforest.

Geology, soils and landforms

The recreation area is in the Sydney Basin geological province and has Hawkesbury sandstones that form sheer escarpment
cliffs. The Narrabeen sandstones, shales and claystones are underlain by thick beds of coal that form the escarpment slopes.
Soils reflect their parent material – soils on the plateaus are sandy and nutrient poor while soils on the escarpment slopes are
clayey and nutrient rich. The geology of the area leads to a high incidence of land slippage.

Ecosystems 

The recreation area is part of the Sydney Basin Bioregion and is within the Lake Illawarra catchment. Open sclerophyll forests,
woodlands, heaths and sedgelands dominate the plateaus. Subtropical rainforests and tall open (wet sclerophyll) forests
dominate the escarpment slopes. These vegetation types are exceptionally rich in species due to the high diversity of
environmental conditions. A vegetation map and report are in preparation.

Native plants 

A number of regionally significant plant species occur within the recreation area, including the nationally endangered rainforest
vine Cynachum elegans.

Plans and agreements

� Plan of Management

Fire Management Plan

Ramsar wetland convention

World Heritage listed

China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

World Biosphere Reserve

Subject to Regional Forest Agreement

Under joint management
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Main picture: The escarpment seen from Bulli Lookout.
Top right: Red-necked pademelon.



Native animals

There are important populations of native animals, mainly in the rainforest areas. Small populations of koala, red necked
pademelon, spotted-tailed quoll and potoroo are known to occur. A diverse number of pigeon, brush turkey and grey-headed
flying fox also rely on the rainforest for a suitable habitat.

Aboriginal cultural heritage

The recreation area includes the traditional lands of the Dharawal people. The escarpment is of great symbolic significance to the
local Aboriginal people and there are reputed to be large number of sites within the area. Many of these are not recorded.

Historic heritage

The escarpment has a rich mining heritage, and many sites remain in varying states of conservation. Notable sites in the park are
Port Kembla No 2 mine and the stables at Mount Kembla and Farmborough Heights. Numerous adits from all eras also remain.

Management issues

Pest plants

Lantana camara is the most apparent invasive weed in the understorey. Climbers and vines such as cape ivy, wandering Jew,
coastal morning glory and mothvine pose the greatest risk to rainforests because of their tolerance of heavy shade. Crofton weed
seeds spread readily along watercourses, and pampas grass is a persistent pest. Formosa lily and caleopsis are emerging as
major pests in rainforests and heaths. Control has been underway for the last four years.

Pest animals

Foxes and cats present a serious threat to all categories of protected fauna. Joint fox and cat control between NPWS and other
land managers has contributed to a recovery of some native fauna species, such as the brush turkey. Deer present a serious
threat to native vegetation along the escarpment from Royal National Park in the north to Barren Grounds Nature Reserve in the
south. Deer may also potentially compete with and displace native herbivores and lead to changes in and erosion of soils.

Fire management

Major concerns for park managers are fuel build-up near urban areas, wildfire control, protection of neighbours and visitors,
impacts on native ecosystems, and urban (especially ridgetop) developments next to the reserve. The escarpment rainforest is
generally not prone to fires unless there is severe fire weather. The last major fire, in 1968, burnt much of the escarpment and
the plateau. Fires in Nattai National Park have the capacity to directly affect the conservation of species, habitats, catchment
values and diversity in the recreation area. An annual hazard reduction burning program is prepared and implemented and fire
management trails have been constructed. A Fire Management Plan is being prepared.

Usage and facilities

The recreation area receives about 100,000 visitors annually. The escarpment is accessible mainly at Mount Keira and Mount
Kembla. The most popular activities are walking, picknicking, and photography and sightseeing from the numerous lookouts.
This is done almost exclusively by day visitors as camping is not available.
Facilities include walking tracks for all standards of day walker, and lookouts and picnic areas at Mount Keira and Mount Kembla.
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Kanangra-Boyd National Park

Kanangra-Boyd National Park

Size 68,661 ha, perimeter approx. 252 km

Created 1969

Location On the Central Tablelands of NSW, near the
Jenolan Caves, about 200 km west of
Sydney. 
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Snapshot of the park

Why it is conserved

Kanangra-Boyd National Park was reserved for the protection of subalpine
plant and animal communities of the Boyd Plateau, and the protection of
catchment of the Hawkesbury Nepean River system. Under an agreement
with the Sydney Catchment Authority, areas of the park in the Sydney
water catchment are jointly managed to preserve water quality and
ecological integrity. The park also forms an integral part of the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area. 

Points of special interest

Points of interest include Kanangra Walls and the canyons in this area of the park, the Boyd River camping ground and Dingo
Dell, and karst features such as Colong and Tuglow caves.

Geology, soils and landforms

The park is part of the Sydney Basin geological province and the Blue Mountains Plateau and is comprised of folded and partially
metamorphosed Silurian and Devonian sandstones, limestones, shales and siltstones.

Ecosystems 

The park is in the Sydney Basin Bioregion and the Hawkesbury Nepean River catchment. The main ecosystem types are moist
montane forest on the higher plateaus and dry sclerophyll forest on the lower slopes.

Native plants

Regionally significant plant species include: 
� Boronia deani � Acacia clunies-rossiae � Hakea sp. Kowmung River.

Native animals

The park provides habitat for a number of threatened species, such as the brush-tailed rock wallaby, and vulnerable species such
as the little bentwing bat.

Plans and agreements

� Plan of Management

Fire Management Plan

Ramsar wetland convention

� World Heritage listed

China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

World Biosphere Reserve

Subject to Regional Forest Agreement

� Under joint management
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Main picture: Looking north from Kanangra Walls: one of Australia’s great wilderness views.
Top right: Heath vegetation on Kanangra Tops.



Aboriginal cultural heritage

The area was once inhabited by the Gundangarra people. There are some extensive rock art galleries as well as many unrecorded
sites in the park.

Historic heritage

The park’s historic heritage is mainly related to early settlement patterns, particularly the first attempts by Europeans to cross the
Blue Mountains and colonise areas to the west of the mountains.

Management issues

Pest plants

Introduced plants, such as blackberry, have dispersed along waterways from disturbed sites, notably the upper Kowmung River.
Other introduced plants of concern include serrated tussock and scotch broom. Broom is aggressively invasive and has a high
potential to spread. Willow trees have also spread down the Kowmung River from a variety of sources. Control programs are in
place for each of these species, and have been effective.

Pest animals

Feral pigs and wild dogs are a major threat to habitat and wildlife in the park. Also found, but in lesser numbers, are goats, foxes,
feral cattle, horses and cats.

Fire management

The major concern is large wildfires escaping from the park and threatening the townships of the Blue Mountains, as well as the
damage they may cause wilderness areas of the park. A hazard reduction burning program is prepared and implemented
annually, and fire management trails have been constructed.

Usage and facilities

The park receives about 50,000 visitors annually. Bushwalking, camping, canyoning, day touring and caving are some of the
most popular activities.
Facilities at the park include the Kanangra Walls lookout and information bay, and camping grounds at the Boyd River and Dingo
Dell. A vehicle entry fee applies for the park.
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Kinchega National Park

Kinchega National Park

Size 44,258 ha, perimeter approx. 420 km

Created 1966

Location In the far west of NSW, 113 km south-east
of Broken Hill and adjacent to the town of
Menindee. Extends southwards from
Menindee for 62 km along the Darling River.
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Snapshot of the park

Why it is conserved

Kinchega National Park is the only national park in NSW on the Darling
River. It is an example of the natural landscapes and associated plant and
animal communities typical of the lower Darling River in NSW. 

Points of special interest

The park was established as the first national park in western NSW. Lake Menindee and Lake Cawndilla, two of the largest lakes
of the Menindee Lakes Storage Scheme, lie within the park. There are significant structures and relics of early pastoral days and
a continuing strong relationship with the Paakantji and Nyampa Aboriginal people.

Geology, soils and landforms

The park has a typical landscape of the west Darling country, with alluvial black soil along the river and associated overflow
lakes, and small basins and drainage channels on extensive areas of red sand plain. Fossil remains of megafauna are found in
the park.

Ecosystems 

Vegetation types in the park include:
� open river red gum forest along the river
� open black box/coolibah woodland on the floodplains
� belah, rosewood, wattle and hopbush on the red sand dunes
� bluebush on the plains and lunettes (white sand dunes).
An endangered ecological community of Acacia loderi shrublands is also found in the park.

Native plants

The park protects the endangered purple-wood wattle (Acacia carneii) and vulnerable Solanum karsanse. A range of programs
are being undertaken to eradicate rabbits and goats, which threaten purple-wood wattle and Acacia loderi shrublands.

Plans and agreements

� Plan of Management – draft

Fire Management Plan

Ramsar wetland convention

World Heritage listed

� China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

� Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

World Biosphere Reserve

Subject to Regional Forest Agreement

Under joint management
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Main picture: The Kinchega Woolshed, once part of the sprawling Kinchega Station.
Top right: Wedge-tailed eagle chick at about four weeks.



Native animals

Recent fauna surveys have recorded nine species of amphibians, 30 species of lizards and eight species of snakes, 202 species
of birds, one monotreme species and 16 other species of native mammals. The endangered small mammal, the kultarr, is still
found in the park. Red and grey kangaroos, emus, wedge-tailed eagles and goannas are common sights. Birds of interest include
the freckled duck, peregrine falcon, white-breasted sea-eagle and Major Mitchell cockatoo. Large rookeries of cormorants, egrets
and pelicans, along with extended breeding grounds for spoonbill, Australian darter and white ibis are present in the lakes and
drainage channels.

Aboriginal cultural heritage

The park has a variety of outstanding cultural features. These include Aboriginal sites that go back to the Pleistocene period, as
well as many others that belong to later times. The long association of Aboriginal people with the area and the presence of
occupation and burial sites mean that the park is of continuing importance to Aboriginal people.

Historic heritage

Historic sites include the remains of European settlements, riverboat traffic and the pastoral activities. Remains of the pastoral
industry include the woolshed, which was built of local timber during 1872. 

Management issues

Pest plants

Large weed infestations occur on the lake shores and watercourses after flood waters recede, the most notable being noogoora
burr, stinkwort, medics and caster oil plant. Spraying programs are undertaken and manual weeding close to watercourses has
been achieved with the assistance of the Department of Corrective Services.

Pest animals

The main pest animals found in the park are:
� foxes   � feral pigs   � rabbits   � oats.
Foxes and pigs pose a problem for native animals, particularly threatened animal species, while rabbits and goats damage the
already fragile soils and threaten endangered plant species and communities. Control programs are being undertaken for all four
pest animal species, though fox and rabbit control is currently the highest priority.

Fire management

The incidence of fire in the park is low, though the semi-arid rangelands have an unpredictable fire frequency pattern. The
vegetation fails to produce sufficient fuel to carry fire, except in response to above-average rainfall. Large-scale fires in the region
occurred in the 1930s, 1950s and 1970s following above-average rains.

Usage and facilities

The park attracts a substantial number of visitors each year over the autumn, winter and spring school holidays. Visiting between
school holidays is generally low to very low during summer. The most common activities are picnicking, fishing, birdwatching
and camping.
Facilities provided for visitors include:
� campsites and picnic areas along the river and at Lake Cawndilla
� wood barbecues at campsites
� self-guided walks around the woolshed and ruined homestead
� basic accommodation in the shearers’ quarters.
Vehicle entry and camping fees apply.
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Kosciuszko National Park

Kosciuszko National Park
Size 674,374 ha, perimeter approx.1738 km

Created 1944
Location In the Snowy Mountains and surrounding

slopes and lowlands of south-eastern NSW.
The centre of the park is about 450 km
south-west of Sydney, 600 km north-east of
Melbourne, and 150 km south of Canberra,
although Canberra is only 30 km from the
north-eastern boundary of the park.
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Snapshot of the park

Why it is conserved

The main conservation objectives for Kosciuszko National Park are to
protect the mountain water catchments and to preserve and protect the
outstanding scenery and natural features, particularly the alpine area. The
streams and rivers of the park, particularly the snow-fed headwaters of the
Snowy River and Murray River system, constitute one of the park’s most
important resources, the protection of which was a major impetus to the preservation of Kosciuszko State Park in 1944.

Points of special interest

Mount Kosciuszko, at 2228 metres, is the highest point in Australia. The land above 1500 metres is subject to winter snowcover
for periods of up to seven months a year, while in the summer the wildflowers are on display. Caves are found at Yarrangobilly
and at Blue Waterholes.

Geology, soils and landforms

Many different rock types are exposed within the park. The oldest are marine sediments up to about 450 million years old that
have metamorphosed during major earth movements. Granitic rocks, such as those at the summit of Mount Kosciuszko, are the
most common of the park’s rock types. The central Kosciuszko plateau, which rises gradually from the Eastern Tablelands and
falls sharply to the west, was gradually uplifted over about 40 million years.
Some of the landscape features of the highest parts of the Main Range are attributable to minor glacial activity during a period of
cold climate 30,000-10,000 years ago. The processes associated with this cold climate also produced a number of unusual
landforms, such as boulder streams, on lower slopes.
The park lies astride the Great Divide, the altitude varying from 213 metres in the valley of the Snowy River to 2228 metres at the
summit of Mount Kosciuszko. The mountains above 1500 metres comprise the major snow-covered area in Australia, although
they comprise only 15 per cent of the park.

Plans and agreements

� Plan of Management

� Fire Management Plan

� Ramsar wetland convention

World Heritage listed

� China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

� Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

� World Biosphere Reserve

� Subject to Regional Forest Agreement

Under joint management
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Main picture: The Thredbo River at Dead Horse Gap.
Top right: Fishing in the park’s rivers is a popular recreation.



Ecosystems

There are four ecosystem types in the park:
� Alpine (above 1850 metres), with tall alpine

herbfield, heathland, sod tussock grassland,
short alpine herbfield, feldmark, fens and
bogs.

� Subalpine (between 1500 and 1850 metres),
with Eucalyptus niphophila woodland, heath,
wet heath, sod tussock grassland, fens and
bogs. 

� Montane (between 1100 and 1400 metres),
with wet sclerophyll forests and dry
woodlands of the snow gum alliance,
including E. pauciflora, E. dalrympleana,
E. rubida, E. viminalis and E. stellulata. 

� Tableland (below 1100 metres), with
savannah woodlands, tall woodland E. albens-
Callitris spp. Association, and black scrubs.

Native plants

Some of the flora for the four elements are as follows:
� Alpine – Coprosma pumila and Neopaxia australasica-Plantago sp. Association, including Caltha introloba, which is unique in

that it commences flowering under the snowcover. All species are low-growing or carpet-like plants, such as Dichosciadium
ranunculaceum and Parantennaria uniceps.

� Subalpine – Eucalyptus niphophila woodland, with a dense shrub understorey of the Oxylobium ellipticum and Podocarpus
lawrencii. In the sod tussock grasslands is the Poa sp. Danthonia nudiflora, in the fens Carex sp., and in bogs Sphagnum sp.

� Montane – Trees include Eucalyptus pauciflora, E. dalrympleana, E. rubida, E. viminalis and E. stellulata with an understorey of
Bossiaea foliosa. In more sheltered sites E. globulus spp. bicostata, E. glaucescens and E. fastigata occur. The westerly
exposed aspects are dominated by E. radiata, E. viminalis and E. rubida.

� Tableland – Trees include E. melliodora, E. blakelyi, E. viminalis, E. rubida, E. dives and E. radiata, while at the higher altitudes
and on the moister sites E. dalrympleana, E. pauciflora and E. viminalis occur. 

Native animals

Some 287 vertebrate species have been recorded, a significant proportion of the species in NSW. Of these there are 31 species
of mammals, including the mountain pygmy possum and the broad-toothed rat – both listed as vulnerable. The spotted-tailed
quoll and koala also occur.
Just over 200 species of birds have been recorded, representing nearly 40 per cent of bird species known in NSW. In alpine
areas species include the pipit, nankeen kestrel, Australian magpie and the uncommon peregrine falcon. Others include the pink
robin, black-eared cuckoo and blue-winged parrot.
Thirty-one species of reptiles have been recorded. The alpine water skink is restricted to Southern Tablelands habitats above
1000 metres, and the bulk of the species range occurs within the park. Twelve species of frogs are known in the park, including
the southern and northern corroboree frog.

Aboriginal cultural heritage

The park has a variety of Aboriginal sites, including artefact scatters, scarred and carved trees, ceremonial sites, axe-grinding
grooves, rock engravings and a recently recorded rock art site. The park also contains a number of natural features that have
spiritual values for Aboriginal people, not only those in the local area but from as far south as Melbourne, who travelled to this
area at certain times of the year. NPWS staff have completed several Aboriginal heritage protection projects with local Aboriginal
representatives, and this continues annually in the park and surrounding areas.

Historic heritage

The park contains some large areas of land that are dominated by historic features. The area around Kiandra and leading up to
Tabletop Mountain, for example, contains numerous mining remains, and the Coolamine Homestead is also of importance. As
well as these historic features, the park contains many isolated sites, such as huts, stockyards, fences and small mining areas.
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Management issues

Pest plants

The park has numerous scattered areas of introduced trees related to past land use, such as homesteads, early tourism and the
Snowy Mountains Scheme. Some parts are also subject to weed infestations, again often the result of past land use. A total of
187 exotic species have been found in the park, most of which are small herbs (particularly millfoil/yarrow). Weeds include
broom, willow, blackberry, briar, St Johns wort, and several garden plants and softwoods, notably lodgepole pine.

Pest animals

The park contains populations of wild horses, rabbits, pigs, hares and wild dogs. It is NPWS policy to respond to substantiated
reports by neighbours of wild dog activity on nearby lands or on the edge of the park. Emphasis is given to liaising with
neighbouring land-owners concerning the loss of stock from wild dogs from the park, and wherever possible NPWS assists land-
owners in the control of these animals. Wild horses are now being removed from alpine areas.

Fire management

Since NPWS assumed responsibility for fire management of the park in 1986, it has concentrated on reducing available fuel in
certain areas to protect life and property, rather than on the previously used broad-scale burning. Fire risk assessment is an
ongoing process, identifying areas where fires frequently ignite and where there is the potential for major impact on life and
property. 
Like most of eastern NSW, the park has a long history of wildfires. Several factors affect this, including public use, sources of
ignition, types of vegetation, available fuels, and terrain (slope, aspect and elevation). Of all recorded wildfires since 1956, 41 per
cent were started by people, either by arson or from campfires, 20 per cent were caused by lightning, and 39 per cent from
other, or unknown, causes.

Use by the public

The park currently receives about 3 million visitors per year, more or less evenly split between winter (ski season) and summer.
About two-thirds of the winter visitors come for alpine skiing in the only ski fields in NSW. The rest come for cross-country
skiing, or to enjoy other forms of snow recreation such as tobogganing. Most of the winter use is concentrated at the ski resorts
along Kosciuszko Road and the Alpine Way, such as Perisher, Smiggin Holes and Thredbo.
Summer use is more dispersed, although much of it is also focused along Kosciuszko Road and the Alpine Way to the summit
area, where Australia’s highest peak (Mount Kosciuszko, 2228 metres) and the wildflowers are a major attraction. However, the
roadside picnic and camping areas throughout the park also attract many summer visitors. The park is used for snow recreation,
car and bus touring, sightseeing, bushwalking, rock-climbing, ice-climbing, caving, horseriding, cycling, canoeing, hang-gliding,
fishing, swimming, photography, painting and many more activities.

Visitor facilities

The park has a number of walking tracks, including a section of the Alpine Walking Track, which extends from Victoria to near
Canberra. There are a number of barbecue sites and camping grounds scattered through the park, particularly along the Thredbo
River. There are visitor information centres at Tumut, Khancoban and Jindabyne. Cave tours are run at Yarrangobilly Caves, and
the Kosciuszko Education Centre is located at the old park headquarters at Sawpit Creek. A vehicle entry fee applies.
In April 2001 land was cleared beneath Transgrid powerlines without environmental guidelines being adhered to, resulting in
large areas of bare soil being exposed to winter rains. An emergency rehabilitation program has been initiated to avoid a large
siltation problem in mountain rivers.
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Ku-ring-gai Chase
National Park

Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park

Size 14,883 ha, perimeter approx. 231 km

Created 1894

Location On the central coast of NSW, about 40 km
north of Sydney.
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Snapshot of the park

Why it is conserved

Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park was reserved for the protection of native
plants and animals and natural ecosystems of the Hornsby Plateau. It also
conserves the catchment of the Hawkesbury Nepean River system,
Aboriginal sites that form part of the heritage of the Guringai tribe, and a
number of European historic places.

Points of special interest

The most popular sections are the Bobbin Head picnic area, The Basin camping area, Pittwater, West Head on Commodore
Heights overlooking the mouth of the Hawkesbury River, and the Barrenjoey Headland. Tourist drives through to Coal and Candle
and McCarrs Creek Road are popular for both cars and bicycles.

Geology, soils and landforms

The park is part of the Sydney Basin geological province and the Hornsby Plateau and is comprised primarily of Triassic
Hawkesbury sandstone with small volcanic intrusions, Quaternary alluvium and Narrabeen shale outcrops.

Ecosystems 

The park is part of the Sydney Basin Bioregion. The main ecosystem type in the park is dry sclerophyll forest and woodland, with
shrubland, heathland, hanging swamps and small pockets of warm temperate rainforest in sheltered gullies. A vegetation map
and report have been prepared for the park.

Native plants 

There are regionally significant populations of:
� Grevillea caleyi � Darwinia biflora � Haloragodendron lucasii � Kunzea rupestris � Persoonia mollis spp. Maxima
� Eucalyptus camfieldii � Angophora costata. 
The Duffys Forest endangered ecological community occurs in the park.

Plans and agreements

� Plan of Management

Fire Management Plan

Ramsar wetland convention

World Heritage listed

China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

World Biosphere Reserve

Subject to Regional Forest Agreement

Under joint management
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Main picture and top right: Views from the lookout at West Head.



Native animals

Regionally significant populations of several animals occur in the park, including:
� spotted-tailed quoll   � southern brown bandicoot   � koala   � bentwing bat
� large-footed mouse-eared bat   � powerful owl   � masked owl.

Aboriginal cultural heritage

The park contains extensive evidence of Aboriginal occupation. Two groups of the Guringai people occupied the area which is
now the park: the Garrigal people occupied the area around the Lambert Peninsula and the Terramerragal lived in the Turramurra
area. There are more than 350 Aboriginal sites recorded, with the majority concentrated on the Lambert Peninsula. The most
widespread evidence of past Aboriginal use of the park consists of shell middens, which are found along most of the foreshores.
There are also over 170 recorded rock engraving sites. Other sites have hand stencils, grinding grooves, stone arrangements,
burials and occupation sites. Only a small number of the sites are promoted for public viewing. Many other sites receive regular
visits because they are located close to roads or walking tracks.

Historic heritage

The park contains a number of European sites of historic value, including early recreational settings, buildings (including the
Bobbin Inn), ruins, monuments, plantings, early transport routes and military installations.

Management issues

Pest plants

The weeds of most concern in the park are:
� bitou bush   � cassia   � asparagus fern   � ludwigia   � pampus grass   � privet   � mist flower
� crofton weed   � lantana   � whisky grass. 
Volunteer bush regeneration groups assist NPWS with the control of these species.

Pest animals

Near urban areas cats are a problem for native animals and small birds. An education program for neighbours is conducted in
conjunction with local government. Foxes are likely to occur throughout the park and benefit from increased food supplies near
urban areas. Control programs have been undertaken where possible in conjunction with other land managers to decrease
predator impact on native species, particularly endangered species such as the southern brown bandicoot.

Fire management

Major concerns of park managers are fuel build-up near urban areas, wildfire control, protection of neighbours and visitors, and
the impact on native ecosystems. Wildfires in 1983 and 1994 had a major impact on the park. A draft Fire Management Plan is in
preparation and is likely to be available for public comment during 2001.

Usage and facilities

The park receives about 2 million visitors annually. Boating, fishing, bushwalking, picnicking, camping, day touring and wildlife
photography are the most popular activities.
There are a number of very popular visitor facilities at Bobbin Head, Coal and Candle Creek and West Head. Boat ramps at
Appletree Bay and Akuna Bay provide access to Cowan Creek. The park contains about 55 different walking tracks and trails.
Camping is available at The Basin and at Brooklyn Dam. A visitor centre, shop and field studies centre are located within the
park. A vehicle entry fee applies.
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Lane Cove National Park

Lane Cove National Park

Size 598 hectares, perimeter approx. 71 km

Created 1992

Location Within the Sydney metropolitan area, 11 km
north-west of the CBD. 
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Snapshot of the park

Why it is conserved

Lane Cove National Park is an important area of remnant bushland in the
Sydney metropolitan area. It protects a range of flora and fauna, including
a number of endangered species, along with a number of Aboriginal and
European cultural heritage sites. The northern sections of the park support
flora not well represented in other reserves. It also forms part of the
network of parks and reserves that link Sydney Harbour to the Hawkesbury and Central Coast Region. 

Points of special interest

The most popular areas are those around the weir and picnic areas. Although surrounded by urban development, the steep river
valley provides visitors with a sense of remoteness. Also within the park is the Kukundi Wildlife Shelter, which focuses on wildlife
rehabilitation and public education.

Geology, soils and landforms

The park is part of the Sydney Basin geological province and the Hornsby Plateau. The geology of the park can be broadly
divided into two groups: the majority of the park is Hawkesbury sandstone and associated soil types, while remnants of
Wianamatta shale and its derived soils are less prevalent, occurring on a few ridgetops.

Ecosystems

The park is in the Sydney Basin Bioregion and forms part of the Lane Cove River and Sydney Harbour catchment. The ecosystem
types within the park include woodland with shrubland, heathland, hanging swamps and small pockets of warm temperate
rainforest in sheltered gullies. Less common and regionally important are stands of blue gum, blackbutt and turpentine
communities. A vegetation map and report have been prepared for the park.

Plans and agreements

� Plan of Management

Fire Management Plan

Ramsar wetland convention

World Heritage listed

China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement

World Biosphere Reserve

Subject to Regional Forest Agreement

Under joint management
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Main picture: The park stretches along four kilometres of the picturesque Lane Cove River.
Top right: The boatshed on the southern bank of the river.



Native plants 

In the park there are populations of two vulnerable species, Darwinia biflora and Tetratheca glandulosa. Other regionally
important species include:
� Melaleuca deanii � Prostanthera howelliea � Diuris maculata � Pultenaea scabra var. biloba
� Brunoniella pumilio � Hibbertia aspera � Pultenaea viscosa.

Native animals

Urbanisation has had significant impacts on the diversity and number of fauna species in the park. Despite this, regionally
significant populations of red-crowned toadlet and powerful owl occur in the park, as well as populations of more
common species.

Aboriginal cultural heritage

The park is within the traditional lands of the Guringai people. There is limited evidence remaining of the Aboriginal occupation of
this area, though 40 sites have been recorded within the park, including shelters, cave art, rock engravings, middens and axe-
grinding grooves.

Historic heritage

A number of European sites of historic value are found in the park, including early recreational settings, buildings (including the
oldest known building in the Ku-ring-gai Shire), early transport routes and cobblestone roads, and dry stone walls.

Management issues

Pest plants

Weed problems in the park have been exacerbated by surrounding urban development and increased nutrient and stormwater
runoff. Of most concern are:
� camphor laurel   � rhus   � cassia   � ludwigia   � pampas grass   � privet   � mist flower   � crofton weed
� lantana   � wandering Jew   � balloon vine. 
A major bush regeneration program using the skills and experience of a large number of volunteers is underway.

Pest animals

Cats near urban areas are a problem for native animals and small birds. An education program for neighbours is conducted in
conjunction with local government. Foxes are likely to occur throughout the park, benefitting from increased food supplies in
nearby urban areas. Control programs have been undertaken where possible in conjunction with other land managers to
decrease predator impact on native species. Rabbits occur in varying numbers throughout the park, but mainly concentrate
round grassed public-use areas in the eastern part of the park. Control programs have been undertaken with varied success.

Fire management

Major concerns of park managers are fuel build-up near urban areas, wildfire control, protection of neighbours and visitors, and
the impact of fire on native ecosystems. The 1994 wildfires had a major impact on the park, burning 87 per cent of the land area.
A draft Fire Management Plan is in preparation and is likely to be available for public comment in 2002. A hazard reduction
burning program is prepared and implemented annually, and fire management trails have been constructed.

Usage and facilities

This park receives about 1 million visitors annually, mostly during school holidays, weekends and public holidays. Picnicking,
bushwalking, jogging, environmental education, birdwatching, bush regeneration and cycling are the main activities. Over 85 per
cent of visitors are from Sydney. Most live within 10 kilometres of the park, and there is a high proportion of repeat visits.
There are several popular visitor facilities, mainly focused around the eastern portion of the park, including walking tracks and
trails. The Lane Cove Caravan Park provides a campsite and cabin accommodation and is the only area where camping is
permitted in the park. A vehicle entry fee applies.

94
Lane Cove National Park – continued


	Gardens of Stone National Park
	Garigal National Park
	Goobang National Park
	Gundabooka National Park
	Hartley Historic Site
	Hat Head National Park
	Hill End Historic Site
	Illawarra Escarpment State Recreation Area
	Kanangra-Boyd National Park
	Kinchega National Park
	Kosciuszko National Park
	Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park
	Lane Cove National Park

