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Appendix D Mungo and Zanci Station Complexes Photographs

Introduction

This is an annotated catalogue of the attached photographs associated with the former Mungo and

Zanci Stations that now form the area of Mungo National Park.  It was prepared by Geoff Ashley

Godden Mackay Logan in December 2001 after a meeting with members of the Barnes and Stirrat

families held Thursday 13 December 2001 in Mildura where notes were taken on recollections by

those present, namely: Venda Barnes, Nona (nee Stirrat), Val and Valerie Barnes, Roy Stirrat, Roger

Stirrat, Don Stirrat and Peter and Colleen Barnes.  Others present at the meeting included Peter

Clark, Harvey Johnson (NPWS) and Tony Woodhouse (NPWS).

There are eleven collections that are described here:

1. Images 1�4 from the Patterson Collection (University of Melbourne) c1880? Scanned from prints

held by NPWS Buronga;

2. Images 5�54 from the Barnes and Stirrat family collection, photographer Ida Hope c1922-1960s,

scanned from prints held by NPWS Buronga;

3. Images 55�61 by Peter Clark c1980 and others c1960, scanned from slides held by NPWS

Buronga;

4. Images 62�83 by Elizabeth Rich NPWS of Mungo for NPWS Historic Places survey 1985.

Scanned from place cards held in NPWS Buronga office;

5. Images 84 to 157 by NPWS of Zanci as part of NPWS Historic Places survey 1986. Scanned

from place cards held in NPWS Buronga office;

6. Images 158 to 203 a selection of digital images of Mungo by Godden Mackay Logan November

2001;

7. Images 204 to 252 are a selection of digital images by Godden Mackay Logan of Zanci, and

Leagher Stations and several in the Visitors Centre display from the Barnes collection November

2001.

8. Images 253 to 277 are from of prints and slides from a collection owned by Roy Stirrat;

9. Images 278 to 289 are a selection of digital images taken by Peter Clark during a visit to Mungo

and Zanci by the Barnes and Stirrat families in 2001; and

10. Images 290 to 299 are images in a collection of slides owned by Ted Lawton a member of the

Sunraysia Camera Club who visited Mungo in the 1950s to 1970s.

11. Images 300 to 345 are additional images from the Barnes and Stirrat family collection loaned to

the study team after an additional meeting of the family members in January 2002.
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Patterson Collection Photographs (held at Melbourne University) c1890 to 1905

No. Date Caption Additional Info

1. c1890-

1905

Patterson Collection U Melb

(No date but possibly c1890-

1905)

Key photo showing Mungo Woolshed,

Cookhouse middle ground and Homestead

(central part of current) in background.  Two

bales have sign �Gol Gol scoured pieces�, J.H.

Patterson in image with stick, part of woolshed

at right now gone- section behind it went to

Joulni and Zanci but not this bit, image before

steam engine door added

2. c1890-

1905

Patterson Collection U Melb Cental part of current homestead at time of

Patterson visit- dray and Patterson in image.

3. c1890-

1905

Patterson Collection U Melb Gol Gol Homestead � only a few of these

buildings left in 2001 (PC).  See Donovan and

Assoc. for details on what remains standing at

this location ca. 1985.

4. c1890-

1905

Patterson Collection U Melb Gol Gol Homestead vegetable garden with J.

H. Patterson in image.

Barnes Family Photographs (early images generally by Ida Hope)

No. Date Caption Additional Info

5. The original "Zanci" homestead

circa. 1925 built from iron and

flattened kerosene tins.  It had 2

rooms, and a small drop log

kitchen (in right of photograph).

Cooking was carried out over an

open fire and with campovens.

The kitchen also contained a

small wood stove.  It was also

used as a laundry with tubs and

scrubbing boards.

Ida Hope photographer; meat safe between

kitchen and house in background, original tent

site behind � ref to image 225 for location.

Venda Barnes was 9 years old when she

arrived at Zanci (Venda is 86 in 2001).
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6. c1922 Bullocks drawing a wooden

wheeled trolley (wagon) circa.

1922.  Photograph taken at

"Lelma" on the Darling river after

a load of wool had been

transported from "Top Hut" (next

door to Mungo) to the river

boats.  The trolley was originally

used to cart the Murray pine

logs which were used to build

the Mungo woolshed.  It is

reputed to be presently on "Top

Hut" in a somewhat

disinitegrated state.  Men in the

photograph are Willy and Arthur

Summers � one time lessees of

"Top Hut" (held it for 50 years)

and "Lelma".  N.B. Mungo

woolshed was built in 1869.

7. 1935 Albert Barnes new truck (his first

motor vehicle) taken at "Zanci"

in 1935.  It was a 1927 Chev 4.

Pictured are Albert and Venda

Barnes � and Alex Barnes and

Jean Stirrat.

Behind the truck is the two bedroom hut at

Zanci.  Jean Stirrat  and Alex Barnes are at the

front of the truck.  Venda and Albert Barnes at

the centre of the truck and the dog, Boss, on

the rear of the truck.  Jean and Alex later

married.  Image also shows rose in background

and T-model Ford behind truck.

8. 1913 Camels

9. 1913 The first camel train to enter

Wentworth 1913.  Camel teams

were used to transport wool and

other stores/produce up and

down the Darling River between

1913 and 1934/35 during

periods when the river was low

and river boats could not run.

Wool from old Gol Gol and
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Mungo was transported in this

fashion after first travelling

overland by either bullock or

horse-drawn wagon.  A Barnes

saw 1913 camel train at Lethro.

The wool on camels is branded

Moorara, 20km N of Pooncarie.

The second camel team photo

was

10. 1936-38 The Walls of China 1936�38 Roy Stirrat in front of image.

11. 1920-

1922

The Summers' of "Top Hut" with

loaded wagon and bullock team

on the Darling river circa. 1920�

22.

12. 1937 Sheep mustering at the old

Zanci yards prior to WW2 Lake

Mungo in backround.

Old Zanci yards some time after the 1940s.

Roy Vigar in the centre, Harold Vigar on the

horse at the right.

13. 1962 The aftermath of the 7 inches of

rain in one day � 1962.

Janeen and Peter Barnes in hole following

1962 floods.  Location just over the walls near

the Joulni boundary.

14. 1930s One of the first tractors used in

the Willandra Lakes area.

Unloading it at "Top Hut" circa.

mid 1930s.

Arthur Summers (top hut)

Jack Hope

Ted Crump (top hut worker)

15. 1914 Dipping sheep Val Barnes at Mungo.

16. 1937 The Barnes and a new vehicle. Albert and Venda Barnes c1935 after they

were married in front of their new Plymouth

1934 truck.

17. c1956 Albert Barnes at Mungo c1956.  Sheep dip that

apparently never changed.

18. 1930 Helma Wool barge on the Murray River
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19 Date? A photo believed to have been

brought back from Oodnadatta

by Bill Stirrat who worked on a

property near there.  He went up

there to work to help his TB.  He

had to travel to the property by

camel.

Harry Mitchell used to visit Roy Vigar.  They

knew each other from Nulla Station where

Harry was the Head Stockman and where Roy

had been a dam sinker.  Venda Barnes recalls

visiting Nulla Homestead when she was ca. 9

y.o. and the distinctive Queenslander on that

property.  (The Mitchell�s have claimed that

they worked the properties but Venda Barnes

says that this was not the case during their

time on the properties).

20 1930 Albert Barnes at "Lethro" on the

Darling River with a

thoroughbred before he

purchased "Mungo" in 1934

The horse�s name is Hazel.  Also had another

called Hector, before Hazel.  Hector came with

the property and was previously owned by the

Camerons

21 1930s Carting wool by truck in the mid

1930s.  Albert Barnes first

woolclip was trucked to the

Darling and loaded on the last of

the riverboats.  Subsequent clips

were transported by truck

directly to Mildura.

22. 1928 Albert Barnes at "Lethro" with

greyhound after hunting down

two foxes (slung over handle

bars of pushbike).  Pushbikes

were extensively used in the

outback of N.S.W. before the

advent of the first affordable and

reliable cars.  Tyres and tubes

were often made solid to avoid

punctures from sticks and burrs.

23. 1953 The Mungo homestead after

additions 1952�53.  FX holden.

The roof of the house was painted red in this

photo.  The Holden was later involved in an

accident at the Tapio boundary where it hit a

tree.  Val was showing off to his future wife
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who was in another car driven by Ken Barnes

from Joulni.  Valerie Green was then

governess at Joulni.

24. 1953 Built by Laurie Connors and

Albert Barnes.

The tractor shed was later moved to Gol Gol

North, near Buronga.  The site was where the

hangar now stands, which was constructed by

Peter Clark and John Boyce (park worker) in

1983.

25. 1956 Sinking the main house tank at

Mungo using an early model

International TD 9 dozer.

Venda and Albert Barnes.

26. c1940 The second Zanci homestead.

Photograph taken 1940.

Donny Vigar

Wal Vigar

Florence Vigar

Roy Vigar

The second homestead at Zanci built to the

east of the original homestead (Image 5).

Initially constructed by Roy Vigar as a dining

room and kitchen (far end) for the shearers�

quarters c1926 it was then made into a home

later on (early 1930s) and a verandah added.

The chimney is still there.  (The subsequent,

(third) homestead after this one was later

moved to Gol Gol.).

27. 1938 Zanci Don Vigar at the walls.

28. 1956 Albert and Venda Barnes at the

scour tank with TD9 tractor.

The scour tank that was enlarged to form

Mungo House tank.

29. early

1900s

This is a photograph of the old

"Lethro" hotel and store which is

located along the east bank of

the Darling river.  "Lethro" was

the closest point of semi-

civilisation to the inland runs

near Mungo.  Mungo is located

75 kms to the east of "Lethro".

"Lethro" was the birthplace of

Albert Barnes.

The Lethro hotel on the left (also known as the

Welcome Inn), and the Commonweatlh store

on the right.
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30. 1950 Original section of Mungo

Homestead with infilled

verandah- prior to 1952

Note orange tree centre right of image (one of

three) and trellis gate entry.  Apparently they

did not last long because of problems with the

salty water table.  Enclosed verandah was

around the homestead.  There was a netting

fence around the homestead to keep out dogs,

rabbits and kangaroos.

31. c1941 Carting fence posts by Dodge. Don Greenwood, who worked at Mungo with a

collection of timber from old fences they pulled

down c1941.  Roy Stirrat went to school at

Mildura Central School with Don Greenwood

when they were living at 148 Magnolia Avenue,

Mildura.

32. 1922 Bullock team and wagon carting

wool to the Darling in 1922.

Photograph probably taken at

"Lelma".

33. Post

1968

The first Baroona tours bus visit

to Mungo in the late 1960s.

They use to drive to the top of

the Walls.

Baroona Tours was established by Bob Lees in

the late 1968.

34. 1962 Mungo Peter and Janeen Barnes just over the walls

following 7 inches (180mm) of rain.  Similar

photo or same day photo as hole in the ground

photo.

35. 1953 Corridor, Mungo homestead.  Venda said

shops sold souvenirs from the corner room.

Image shows three ducks on the wall which

were later sold.

36. 1940�

1942

Albert's truck being used to cart

wheaten hay to a stack on

"Zanci" 1940�42.  Roy Vigar

planted 30�40 acres of wheat in

two successive years near the

Some debate whether this is Roy Vigar�s or

Albert Barnes truck.  This image is believed to

be the area called the tennis courts, which was

a clay pan down from the Zanci woolshed

towards the Mungo Boundary.
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"Mungo" boundary.  Kangaroos

cleaned it up both times.

37. 1937 The tennis court at Mungo in

1937 when the original Chaff

shed (in right background) was

still standing and in position.  It

was subsequently moved to

Allen Plain tank where it was

used as paddock

accommodation.  Barbara and

Val Barnes second birthday.

The chaff shed and stable had some other

buildings nearby it.  Its location is marked by a

peg near the old Mungo station sign,

constructed by the Barnes that are still there, at

the entrance t the site.  Apparently this had a

drop log wall.  It was not carted on sled to form

Allen Plain tank, it was deconstructed and

reconstructed by Alf Follett and Albert Barnes

mainly using framing and roofing and

corrugated iron.  This hut was used when

sinking tanks and mustering sheep by horse.

38. 1925 The Stirrat childrens first play on

the red sandhills behind the

"Zanci" homestead circa. 1925.

From left, Venda, Roger, Don, Jean and Nona.

39. Photo

taken

1935

Possibly the original "Mungo"

homestead which was built at

the same time as the woolshed

in 1869.  Drop log construction

from local Murray pine with

corrugated iron added later to

make it more weather proof.  It

stood on the site of the present

homestead laundry, and was

used as a laundry until it was

demolished and the present day

one was built.

Venda remembers this building when they first

purchased Mungo as a kitchen.  It had a

breakfast room at this end and had an earth

floor or boards located on the floor and a store

room in the darker area on the verandah and a

drop log wall and kitchen chimney at rear. It

had a wooden floor that had sunk into the

ground.  (Geoff Ashley believes this may have

been the original homestead building for the

site as part of earlier larger pastoral station.)

40. 1950 Arrival of Armstrong Holland

scoop and ripper which were

used to sink the Mungo house

tanks, c1950.

Roy Stirrat fixing the tail lights on the truck.

41. 1966 The Mungo homestead circa.

1966.

Two extensions to Mungo homestead

constructed at different times.  The one on the

left was built by Laurie Connors c1953, the one
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on the right was built earlier by Bill Leeton from

Petro Station.

42. c1934 The original portion of the

present Mungo Homestead.

The photograph was taken circa.

1934 when Albert Barnes

purchased the lease from Angus

and Shawbank Cameron.

Evidence for this is the

Patterson collection of photos

and analysis of building fabric.

Apparently Shawbank and Cameron did not do

a lot of work.  (They may have put an armchair

in it!)  This is how the place was found by

Albert and Venda Barnes.  Note twelve pane

windows and old door.  Peter Barnes stated

that half round Cypress timbers were found

lining the inside walls and these are still there.

43. The Summers' bullock team and

wagon loaded with stores.

Circa. 1918�1920.

This photo from Top Hut

44. Bullocks drawing a wooden

wheeled trolley c1922.

Photograph taken at Lelma and

Darling after a load of wool had

been transported from Top Hut.

The trolley was originally used to

cart the Murray pine logs which

were used to build the Mungo

woolshed.  It is reputed to be

presently on Top Hut in a

disinterpreted state.  Men in

photo are Willy and Arthur

Summers, one time lessees of

Top Hut and Lelma.

This cart was used to take timber to build

Mungo woolshed.  Possibly has wooden

wheels.  Roy Stirrat "Harold Wakefield burnt a

whole shed at Top Hut�drays, wagons, the lot

went up".  Dray was not in this shed.  It was

under a tree near the shed, but it has

disappeared today..

45. 1950 1926 Woolsley car- garage no longer there.  The

garage was built during the Second World War.

46. 1925 The Stirrat childrens first play on

the sandhills at the 'Walls of

China' circa. 1925.

Children at Zanci � Jean, Venda, Mona on

Venda's back, Roger and Don
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47. A cricket day at the racecourse

on Lake Mungo circa. 1935.  A

large clay pan on "Joulni" was

used to stage horseraces

between 1935�39.  An annual

event with 10�12 horses racing.

An S.P. bookie was in

attendance the last two years.

Uprights of the thatched

canegrass shelter are still

standing.

Apparently there were dances at Mungo

woolshed after these events.  Venda Barnes

and Clem Summers at centre rear of photo.

The original Mungo Cup is held by Ted

Richardson, formerly from Garnpang Station.

48. 1952 V&J stands for Val and Jimmy.  Val built it as a

bike shed with Jimmy O�Donnell, his friend.  It

was located behind the petrol shed near the

current hangar location.  Walls were of drop log

construction.

49. Alvin Vigar at left (died in well at Leagher).

Roy Vigar at right-hand side. Roy Stirrat in

centre.

50. 1926 The cookhouse which was used as a voting

place at Mungo.  Mrs Tomlinson the Top Hut

housekeeper, Bill Stirrat at right, other

gentleman is Steve Lyons, Top Hut and Mungo

Shearer Cook who reported that there were

Chinese that had worked on Mungo.  S Lyons

is listed in the Patterson papers as a �penner

up� in 1904, and worked for 4 weeks.  Steve

Lyons told Roy Stirrat that a Chinese worker

killed by a load of wood fell from a dray being

taken to construct the woolshed.  This is likely

to have been the cookhouse building in the

centre background of Patterson image No. 1.

Alec McDougal, who worked at GolGol Station

as a bookkeeper, told Venda and Albert about

the Chinese.
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51. "Zanci" in 1925.  A visit from the

Warrens of "Leaghur" next door.

Note the model T ford under the

pines in background, and the

tent which was used as a

bedroom until a bigger

homestead was built.

The original tent location at Zanci.  Note meat

safe at right side.  Discussion about who was in

the photograph.  Possibly Mr Warren on the

right hand side.  Next to him Mrs Warren

carrying baby.  Another line-up has (L to R)

Mrs Ada Warren, Ida, Venda (nee Stirrat), ?

holding Roger Stirrat and Bill Warren.  Trees in

the photograph are still there.  Location of this

shown on image 225, No. 52.  Uncle Roy told

stories of lightening running along the 32 volt

line and charging the batteries.

52. The arrival of the Stirrat family at

"Zanci" circa. 1925.  Left to right

back row � William, Ida (now

Mrs Hope-Mildura), Venda (who

married Albert Barnes and lived

at "Mungo").  Left to right front

row � Jean (who married Alec

Barnes brother of Albert and

they lived at "Joulni"), Nona,

Don and Roger.  Ida is a sister

of Roy Vigar who acquired

"Zanci" in 1922.

You can see the original tent in the

background.

53. 1954 General views of the "Mungo"

homestead area circa.  The

vehicle is a Woolsley.

Plantings growing around gate.  The pepper

tree in the centre of the image was taken from

Lethro.  On the right hand side possibly the

initial construction of the addition of the right

hand corner room, done in stages apparently.

54. 1957 The tennis courts were used every weekend.

Val is in the black jumper just across the net.

Jean Barnes in foreground with back to

photographer.  Albert her partner.
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Historic Slides of Mungo Zanci 1964�1980 by Barnes Family and Peter Clarke
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55. Mungo Cottage, December 1980 Cottage built with potential for extension on

right hand side which was used as a school

room.

56. View from Mungo Homestead,

April 1974

57. Mungo Homestead Winter view of house with cedar tree on far left

hand side of image.

58. Mungo Shearers� Quarters

kitchen, May 1980

Kitchen built c1950�51 by Laurie Connor.  Val

and Valerie lived there first when they were

married.  Kitchen constructed after the

shearers� quarters which are older.

59. Mungo Shearers� Quarters, May

1980

60. Mungo Shearers� Quarters, May

1980

Shearers� quarters were there in 1934.  Room

at this end was tack room or cook room as it

was a single bed.

61. Zanci Garden, March 1964

Mungo Station NPWS Historic Place Survey Photographs 1985 (E Rich Photographer)

No. Date Caption Additional Info

62. Mungo Woolshed underground

tank.  Mungo NP, 049-1-2.

Photos taken 30-4-1985 by E

Rich.

Underground tank at Mungo Woolshed had

considerable importance to families of both

Zanci and Mungo as it was the only place of

water in severe droughts.  They remembered

carting water on a spring cart from Mungo to

Zanci.  They also remember the veggies were

grown nearby the above ground tank next to

the underground tank and that there is stories

of the Chinese having vegie gardens in this

area as well.  There were apparently a large
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number of stories in relation to this

underground tank, including a number of cattle

ending up down there.

Don Stirrat.  "In the drought of 1927-29 all the

stock were taken away from here to Wilcannia.

Dad was away and this well was our only

water.  Vegies used to be grown near here and

were watered from the tank."

Roger Stirrat.  "We had a horse called

'Flourbag' and we carted water in tins from

Mungo to Zanci in a spring cart in the drought"

63. Mungo Woolshed underground

tank.  Mungo NP, 049-1-2.

Photos taken 30-4-1985 by E

Rich.

Roy Stirrat �We should rebuild this well.�

64. Mungo Homestead, Mungo NP,

049-7-2.  Photos taken 30-4-

1985 by E Rich.

65. Mungo Homestead, Mungo NP,

049-7-2.  Photos taken 30-4-

1985 by E Rich.

66. Mungo Homestead complex �

tankstand adjacent to

homestead, Mungo NP, 049-7-3.

Photo taken 30-4-1985 by E

Rich.

67. Mungo Homestead complex �

generator shed, Mungo NP,

049-7-4.  Photo taken 30-4-1985

by E Rich.
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68. Chinese Hut, Mungo NP, 049-5-

2.  Photo 30-4-1985 E Rich.

The wall and everything was still there in 1934,

but without a roof.

69. Chinese Hut, Mungo NP, 049-5-

2.  Photo 30-4-1985 E Rich.

Roy Stirrat noted that �I hunted and hunted

when I was there and I never found anything

Chinese about.�

70. Chinese Hut, Mungo NP, 049-5-

2.  Photo 30-4-1985 E Rich.

71. Chinese Hut, Mungo NP, 049-5-

2.  Photo 30-4-1985 E Rich.

72. Chinese Hut fenced tip, Mungo

NP, 049-5-3.  Photo 30-4-1985

E Rich.

73. Chinese Hut underground tank,

Mungo NP 049-5-4.  Photo 30-4-

1985 E Rich.

74. Lake Mungo buried stockyards,

Mungo NP 049-9-1.  Photo 30-4-

1985 E Rich.

75. Lake Mungo buried stockyards,

Mungo NP 049-9-1.  Photo 30-4-

1985 E Rich.

76. Lake Mungo buried stockyards,

Mungo NP 049-9-1.  Photo 30-4-

1985 E Rich.

Middle yard covered with erosion deposit after

1944 drought.

77. Mungo rubbish tip (one of

several), Mungo NP 049-3-1.

Photo 30-4-1985 by E Rich.

78. Mungo rubbish tip (one of

several), Mungo NP 049-3-1.

Photo 30-4-1985 by E Rich.
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79. Mungo rubbish tip (one of

several), Mungo NP 049-3-1.

Photo 30-4-1985 by E Rich.

80. Chinese Hunt (stone fireplace

remains), Mungo NP 049-5-2.

81. Chinese Hunt (stone fireplace

remains), Mungo NP 049-5-2.

82. Chinese Hunt (stone fireplace

remains), Mungo NP 049-5-2.

83. Chinese Hunt (stone fireplace

remains), Mungo NP 049-5-2.

Zanci Station NPWS Photographs 1986

No. Date Caption Additional Info

84. 1986 older load out dock

85. 1986 load out dock

86. 1986 entry doors to Woolshed

87. 1986 northern end of Woolshed Roy Vigar, Don Stirrat and Jack Hope built the

Zanci Woolshed c1947.  They reused part of

the Mungo shed extension � they cut the

posts themselves, they used some of the

gratings from Mungo and some of the Oregon

beams that supported the overhead gear.

88. 1986 eastern side of Zanci Woolshed

with yards

89. 1986 tank for dip

90. 1986 Ronaldson Tippett power plant The shearing engine.

91. 1986 race for sheep The plunge dip.
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92. 1986 new iron shed This was after Don�s time.  Ab Vigor built this.

It was then subsequently moved to Mungo as

an extension to the former hangar building.

93. 1986 internal yards

94. 1986 east side woolshed with pens

95. 1986 southwest corner woolshed

96. 1986 west side of woolshed

97. 1986 inside woolshed

98. 1986 pen gates

99. 1986 classing table This sorting table at Zanci no longer there.

100. 1986 overhead gear Overhead gear has been taken to Mungo

Woolshed.

101. 1986 Ronaldson and Tippett power

plant

This gear not there.

102. 1986 handpiece sharpeners This gear still there.

103. 1986 Ronaldson and Tippett power

plant

This not there.

104. 1986 shower block � slide Russell Clothier built the tourist toilets which

are also shown in 108.  They were taken from

Mungo to this site.

105. 1986 shower block � photo

106. 1986 toilet block � photo

107. 1986 toilet block � slide These buildings are part of the Shearers�

Quarters complex near Zanci Woolshed.  No

longer extant.

108. 1986 toilet block � slide

109. 1986 shearers quarters
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110. 1986 shearers quarters

111. 1986 shearers quarters Don Stirrat helped build these.  These

asbestos buildings were prefabricated.  Built in

the early 1950s.

112. 1986 the cellar (photo) Timber went all the way down, no metal sheet

lining for underground cellar.  Built by Harold

and Roy Vigar and Elvin Vigar.  Used this

building as stores.  It was also used as a cool

place of rest in heat.

113. 1986 2nd shearers quarters These quarters were moved to Mungo as

NPWS staff accommodation.

114. 1986 engine room

115. 1986 Zanci Woolshed Important aerial image of Zanci woolshed

precinct.  There was a discussion re use of the

enclosure at bottom left hand corner no firm

conclusion, probably some yards.

116. 1986 Zanci Homestead Important image of homestead complex at

Zanci c1980s.  Centre: machine shed.  The left

hand homestead (third) is the new one which

was moved to Gol Gol.  The one next to that is

the older one which was demolished, with

chimney remaining � originally built as the

kitchen hut of the shearers quarters.  Next to

that are the engine room, the meat house.  Off

to the right hand side of the image there is a

garage in the bottom right hand image.  In the

centre there are some yards which were pigs.

The older homestead site was out to the right

of this image.  The road in the bottom left hand

corner goes to the tank.  The middle left hand

road goes to the shed.

117. 1986 homestead During demolition by NPWS.

118. 1986 2nd Zanci Homestead
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119. 1986 2nd Zanci Homestead

120. 1986 Shearer�s bathroom

121. 1986 Engine Room � slide 1

122. 1986 Equipment Shed � slide 1

123. 1986 Equipment Shed � slide 2 This shed on the right hand side in this image

is still there.

124. 1986 Second Homestead slide 1

125. 1986 Second Homestead slide 2

126. 1986 Second Homestead slide 3

127. 1986 Second Homestead slide 4

128. 1986 Second Homestead slide 5 Russell Clothier built corrugated-iron fence in

front of Mungo homestead.

129. 1986 Meathouse slide 3 Recent chiller at Zanci built by Clothier.

130. 1986 pergola-meathouse slide 2

131. 1986 Zanci bathroom

132. 1986 Shearers bathroom slide 2

133. 1986 Shearers kitchen Meat House

slide 1

Not the original meat house.

134. 1986 Shearers kitchen slide 2

135. 1986 Shearers kitchen slide 3 Shearers� kitchen and cool room and cook�s

room at the end at the right.

136. 1986 Shearers kitchen slide 4 Rear of image 137.

137. 1986 Shearers kitchen slide 5

138. 1986 Shearers kitchen slide 6

139. 1986 Shearers kitchen slide 7
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140. 1986 Shearers kitchen Meat House �

slide 8

141. Shearers quarters slide 1

142. Shearers quarters slide 2

143. Shearers quarters slide 3

144. Shearers quarters slide 4

145. Stables slide 1

146. Stables slide 2 Thatched stables used for cows and for horses.

Don lost use of his eye in an accident at these

stables on a saw bench in c1950s.  At the

northern end was the slaughter house.

147. Stables slide 3

148. Stables slide 4

149. Stables slide 5

150. Stables slide 6

151. the Cellar slide 1

152. the Cellar slide 2

153. Vehicle Shed (slide)

154. Zanci Woolshed yard�s slide 1

155. Zanci Woolshed slide 2

156. Zanci Woolshed slide 3

157. Zanci Woolshed slide 4
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158. Mungo homestead garage/shed

159. Mungo homestead generator

shed and tank stand

Mungo and Joulni shearers quarters were built

about the same time.  Laurie Connor's built

Mungo SQ's in the early 1950's.  The new

kitchen/dining room and Cook House were built

about 1951 or 52.

160. Rear of Mungo Homestead

161. Rear of Mungo Homestead

162. Interior Mungo Homestead roof Inside of original part of homestead.  Rafters

show evidence of being circular rather than pit

sawn.

163. Mungo Homestead Wash

House/meat house

Laundry on site of earlier slab building used as

workers bedroom, laundry, toilet and bathroom.

This was the laundry in the 1960's.  Front

(windowed) left hand corner room was a

bedroom, left rear was a bathroom, rear

(obscured) was the bathroom

164. Mungo Homestead outhouse Constructed in 1948�50.  Roy Stirrat did the

digging for the drains and Albert Barnes did the

building.

165. Unknown brick structure, Mungo

homestead

Recent NPWS construction.

166. Animal enclosures, Mungo

homestead

Probably NPWS.

167. 1935 Mungo homestead saw bench;

this cut most of the timber for

the new kitchen.

Original saw bench driven by caterpillar tractor.

They used recycled tracks from the Mungo

scour tanks to load the timber to take the

timber to the saw.  Don explained use of this

equipment.  The circular saw powered by an

engine off to the right hand side.  The rail

tracks at the scour tank went from the tank
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right up into the loading bay of the Woolshed

168. Mungo homestead telegraph

pole

Post next to 32 volt lighting plant.

169. Mungo homestead generator in

generator shed.

Restored in 1979, could work easily.

170. Windmill, Mungo homestead

171. Maintenance Shed and Hanger

(right).

172. Former Hangar now used for

machinery.

173. Interior NPWS Staff Quarters �

former Zanci Shearers� quarters

174. Exterior NPWS Staff Quarters �

former shearers� quarters

175. Cottage, Mungo Station

176. Mungo homestead, front

elevation

177. NPWS airstrip

178. Approach to Mungo Homestead This former curved drive not currently in use

179. Interior Mungo woolshed Roy Stirrat said that there were skylights of

glass wire in the roof of Mungo Woolshed.

180. South wall Mungo woolshed The eastern elevation of Woolshed.

Apparently it had wire glass lighting above the

alconite panels at this end.

181. Ruins south of Mungo woolshed Macintyre, Harrison and Woodhouse in front of

�Chinese huts�, possibly either a forge or a

bake oven.

182. Ruins south of Mungo woolshed Similar to 183.
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183. Mungo shearers� quarters Shearers� quarters, Mungo.

184. Mungo cook�s quarters Cook house at Mungo, built the same time as

the kitchen.

185. Mungo kitchen block

186. Mungo Woolshed log tank Discussion re Mungo yards.  Roy Stirrat,

Jimmy O�Donnell and Jacko Jackson built the

Mungo yards around 1948/49.  Roy made an

important point that most improvement works

around Mungo were done during the period

1947�54 when wool prices were fairly high.

187. Mungo woolshed and log tank

188. Mungo woolshed fence posts

189. Shed adjacent to sheep dip Dip shed 1950s using a Buzacot spray.  Built in

the period 1950-54.  When compulsory

spraying and dipping were brought in the yards

changed a lot.

190. Entrance to Mungo/Walls of

China

Venda or Albert Barnes did this sign.  The old

stables are just behind here, marked by a post

located in line with the �of� in the sign.

191. Entrance road to Mungo/Walls

of China

192. Mungo woolshed Mungo woolshed.  The engine shed was

moved to this site in the late 1950s.  The

southern end of the building blew away in a

storm and there was wire glass glazing in the

southern end of the building.  Roy made the

point that Albert worked on the building every

year and was very concerned about its history

and significance and put a lot of effort into the

building. Venda: "Albert was really keen on

keeping the woolshed.  People would say why

don't you knock it down and built a nice modern

steel shed, but he liked history and that sort of
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thing"  The engine room was added to the shed

in the late 1940's in the wool boom years.  Lots

of the additions to Mungo and Zanci date from

this time.

193. New Centre Yards � the old set

were covered in the 1944

droughtFence posts at

stockyards at centre of Lake

Mungo.

The new area of the middle yards constructed

after the earlier part was covered in the end of

a drought in 1944.

194. Mungo Visitor�s Centre

195. Mungo shearers� quarters and

woolshed

196. Mungo woolshed from dunes

west of Mungo homestead

197. Buried fence posts at stockyards

in centre of Lake Mungo

198. Buried fence posts at stockyards

in centre of Lake Mungo

199. Buried fence posts at stockyards

in centre of Lake Mungo

Middle yards gate.

200. Original stove from Mungo

shearers� quarters in Mungo

homestead yard

Cast-iron range originally in shearers� quarters

and before that taken from the Boundary Bend

Hotel (between Robinvale and Swan Hill on the

Murry River).

201. Drop log toilets near Mungo

woolshed.  The woolshed toilets

were dragged to the current

location from the homestead

after WWII.  Originally they were

20-30 yards from the homestead

This is apparently the original homestead two-

hole drop toilet.  Were they moved after 'new

toilet" (photo 166) was built in the early 1950's?
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202. Tank at rear of Mungo woolshed This corner of the woolshed was originally the

pens after the sheep were shorn.  It later was

filled in and it wasn�t open like this photograph.

203. Log �cobbles� at rear of Mungo

woolshed

At one time the old Graham truck was in the

store.  That part went to Zanci.  The bit in the

foreground was the floor of this shed which

was shown in image No. 1.  (Angus Cameron

rode his horse to Zanci to get a feed at night-

time!) Roy Stirrat: "I was only 5 when Albert

went to Mungo.  Angus Cameron used to keep

his Graham truck in the woolshed.  There was

an extra bit there on the right �it might have

fallen down and Albert cleaned it up.

Godden Mackay Logan Digital Images November 2001 Zanci, Arumpo, Leaghur & Miscellaneous

No. Date Caption Additional Info

204. Zanci woolshed Zanci woolshed from northeast.

205. Interior Zanci woolshed Interior of Zanci woolshed.  Val Barnes" The

sawn timber came from Mungo Woolshed.  It

(Mungo) was probably like that at that time

(1930's).

206. Zanci woolshed Western end of Zanci woolshed with ramp.

207. Zanci woolshed North elevation Zanci woolshed and yards.

208. Posts on hill overlooking Zanci Remains on top of hill behind Zanci homestead

precinct showing possibly an antennae

constructed by Uncle Albert on this hill.

209. View from hill to Zanci woolshed Looking across Zanci woolshed to the walls of

China.

210. View from hill to Zanci woolshed One image further around.

211. View from hill overlooking Zanci One image further around to the west.
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212. View from hill overlooking Zanci One further image around to the west showing

existing garage building.

213. View from hill overlooking Zanci The main homestead area of Zanci.

214. View from hill overlooking Zanci Image can show location of former woolshed

behind tree and at the far left rear of the dry

tree is the old house and tent site.

215. View from hill overlooking Zanci Once again can show the location of the first

homestead/cottage and yards and the yard

fence.  The pine trees mark the location and

can be seen in this photo.  The cottage was a 2

room cottage with a �damp bag� floor.  A drop

log underground tank was situated to the right

of the house.  Posts remain in-situ.

216. View from hill overlooking Zanci Uncle Albert had his tent to the left hand side of

this image.

217. View from hill overlooking Zanci Similar, that can be used to show location of

Uncle Albert�s tent site where he lived for

several years.

218. 1950 Zanci drop-log stables buitl by

Jack Hope Roy Vigar and Don

Stirrat.  Used as stables bails

(milking cows) and sheep killing

yards (beam in stables may be

associated with sheep killing).

Cane grass stables.  Robert Vigar: �Roy didn�t

have to build them like that but he liked that

sort of thing and did things that way�.

What date were the stables constructed?

219. Zanci drop-log stables and yards Cane grass stables from east with ramp.

220. Interior Zanci stables Interior of cane grass stables.

221. Zanci � tank stands New and old tank stands.

222. 1951 Circular concrete tank, Zanci In-ground tank that used to take water from

roofs.

223. Circular concrete tank, Zanci Damaged area of in-ground tank.  Still holds

water.
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224. Zanci outhouse Toilet.

225. Zanci homestead chimney Chimney of 2nd (of 3) Homestead at Zanci.

226. Zanci homestead outhouse and

tank stand

Tank stand and toilet, Zanci.

227. Concrete slab remains at Zanci

homestead.

Slabs from laundry at left and lighting plant at

right.  Val Barnes: �Bill Warren built this shed

before Clarrie and Gladys (Barnes) came

there�.

228. Entrance to Zanci dugout built

by Roy, Elvin and Harold Vigar.

Alvin Vigar later died at Leaghur Station when

a well collapsed and he was suffocated.  The

well was located 200m south of the house (not

the well near the main road).  No trace of the

well exists today.

229. View from hill above Zanci

towards Mungo Station

Track to Mungo from Zanci.  It was a walking

track only, no vehicles on this track at that time.

We often walked from Mungo to Zanci when

we were young.  We�d go this way, straight

across.  The vehicle tracks went past the

woolshed on the harder ground.  These

existing tracks are probably post-Telecom

work.

230. Remains of enclosure west of

Zanci homestead

Cow yards (Roy has photo of horse yards).

231. Leaghur shearers quarters Shearers� quarters at Leaghur.  Extension on

left hand side.

232. Steel shed at Leaghur Small prefabricated shed at Leaghur brought in

by Bill Warren.

233. Leaghur homestead Leaghur homestead � it used to have a

beautiful garden.

234. Leaghur homestead kitchen Leaghur homestead kitchen.

235. Leaghur woolshed Leaghur woolshed interior.
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236. Hole in ground at far NE corner

of Mungo National Park

Shaft in northeast corner of Mungo National

Park.  Purpose unknown.

237. Stonewear jug fragment, near

�hole in the ground� at far NE

corner of Mungo NP

Stoneware artefact from near shaft site.

238. Large hearth site near �hole in

the ground� at far NE corner of

Mungo NP.

Fireplace chimney remains of occupation site

near shaft.

239. Metal artefact at �hole in the

ground� at far NE corner of

Mungo NP

Tin remains from shaft site, possibly matches,

tobacco or bicycle repair kit.

240. Glass artefact at �hole in the

ground� at far NE corner of

Mungo NP

Glass remains from the shaft site.

241. Tank and ground depression

near Everbar Tank, Mungo

Station

Tank base at bore site, southern corner of

Mungo National Park.

242. Trough near tank southeast of

Everbar tank

Cut-down 44 gallon drum at bore site, southern

end of Mungo National Park.

243. Allens Plain Hut Allen Plains hut remains.

244. Eroded Tank at Paradise Tank Paradise tank inlet.  Clem Summers dug the

first tank here and Don Stirrat dug the next

one.

245. Centre drop log fence line at

Paradise Tank

Fence dividing paddocks through middle of

paradise tank.

246. Boardwalk at the Walls of China New boardwalk at Walls of China.

247. Boardwalk at the Walls of China Boardwalk, Walls of China.

248. 1975 Barnes family members near

Mungo woolshed

Albert and Venda Barnes at woolshed, photo in

visitors� centre.
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249. 1955 Barnes family photo

outside Mungo homestead

Photo in visitor�s centre showing Albert and

Venda with car.

250. Stirrat family photo during WWII Family image with Don Stirrat�s photograph

inserted after the photograph was taken on left

hand side.

251. Fence post near Everbar tank Corner fence post of duck pond tank, southern

corner of Mungo.

252. �Hole in the ground� at far NE

corner of Mungo NP

Shaft site, northeast corner of Mungo National

Park.
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253. 1945 print Roy Vigar on horse at Zanci.

254. 1933 print Harald Vigar standing on horse.

255. 1953 print Harald Vigar in front of Zanci new homestead with flattened out tar
drum fence painted.  Larde King Brown.

256. 1955 print Wool loading at Zanci Woolshed.

257. print Ladies from around area on Walls of China.  Left to right:  Cath Smith,
Mrs Vigar (grandmother), Mrs Summers (Top Hut), unknown with
child, Mrs leary (Marma), Mrs Smith (Chibnalwood).

258. 1962 print Harald Vigar at palisade Fence, Zanci.

259. 1932 print Roy and Ven Vigar on horses.  Very early days at Zanci.

260. 1949 print Wool room of original Zanci Woolshed.  Barbara Barnes and Don
Stirrat with shearers just after WW II.
L�R:  Barbara Barnes, Don Stirrat, Roy Vigar, Harold Vigar (rear, Bill
Pendle, Bill Briant and Alex Barnes.

261. 1949 print A mob on the walls  from surrounding stations.

262. 1935 print Ted Crumpet putting mallee thatch on original Zanci wool room.

263. 1933 print Wool from Zanci before WW II.

264. 1942-
43

print Zanci garden (looking northeast), approximately 1942-1943.

265. print Carport that was on side of carport that still exists at Zanci.

266. 1926 print Wheat crop on Zanci near main road on top hut boundary.  L to R:
Thornycroft, Jean, Nona, Don and Roger, Venda Stirrat.

267. 1930 print Behind Zanci looking northwest.  Note spear grass.

268. 1933 print Zanci wool before WW II.

269. 1928 print Cattle yards, mustering working horses.

270. 1928 print Cattle yards, mustering working horses.

271. 1965 slide Zanci House, with Roy�s children (third generation Stirrat children).
Note Zanci sign.  Flat wrought iron (date on slide 1965).

272. 1965 slide Same children, different angle (date on slide 1965).

273. slide Walls photo.  Probably from shop.

274. slide Albert on pinrale.  Looks like whistling a fox?
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275. slide Group in front of Zanci House.  Roy Stirrat�s children.

276. 1967 slide Centenary shearing demonstration with blades that were found under
woolshed by Albert Barnes about 1969-1970.  Mark Doyle
demonstrating.

277. 1969 slide Centenary shearing demonstration with blades that were found under
woolshed by Albert Barnes about 1969-1970.  Mark Doyle
demonstrating.

Barnes and Stirrat Family at Mungo and Zanci 2001, Peter Clark Photos 2001

No. Photo Caption Additional Information

278. 

279. 

280. 

281. 

282. 

283. 

284. 

285. 

286. 

287. 

288. 

289. 
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290. Mr Barnes and George Mansel at Mungo Station.  George Mansel was a

radiographer from Mildura Hospital, and a member of Sunraysia Camera

Club. Photo date 2 October 1954.

291. George, Meryl and Barbara at the Walls of China Mungo Station NSW.  (The

Misses Barnes is Barbera (sic)).  Photo date 3 October 1954.

292. Woolshed Mungo Station NSW. Photo date 3 October 1954.

293. Shearers� Quarters Mungo Station NSW.  Photo date 3 October 1954.

294. View of Shearers� Quarters with visiting cars.  Photo date June 1967.

295. Sunnats Party at White Walls.  Photo date June 1967.

296. Mungo Station Sign before painting.  Photo date  29 June 1975.

297. Woolshed Mungo Station east side.  Photo date 14 July 1979.

298. Woolshed Mungo Station north side.  Photo date 14 July 1979.

299. Weeping pittosporum on Walls of China Mungo Station.  Note exposed

roots.  Photo date 14 July 1979.

Barnes and Stirrat Family Collection 2

Number Description

300. Garden at the front of the original homestead at Zanci.

301. Gilby�s Tank in flood

302. Clearing at back of Mungo with bulldozer, 1954

303. Old cook house, Mungo.  During demolition, 1954.

304. Grasslands at Mungo, 1956 � with car in photo

305. Grasslands at Mungo, 1956

306. Grandma at Zanci, taken by Dorothy
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307. Grandma Vigar

308. (L-R)  Barbara Barnes, Don�t know, Pat Barnes (daughter of Jean and Alex)

Mungo Horses at stockyard, �Mystery Socks� and �Bobbie�  1949.

309. John and Marmie (Ida) at 100 Year celebrations, 1972.

310. Holidaymakers Brochure � �Air Safari to �Walls of China�.. Mungo Station�

311. With the horse and buggy:

(L-R)  Roger (behind horse), Jean, Aunty Jo (in hat), Bill Stirrat, Ida Stirrat

and Nona in front, Roy Vigar and Harold Vigar.

312. �Old Dodge�, Mungo Christmas tree, 1962.

313. Val Barnes.  Ernie Follet�s wagon - drover.  At Mungo between cook house

and sleeping quarters, 1949.

314. John Hope

315. Chook pen, Mungo, 1954.

316. Val and Valerie�s home, Mungo cottage � verandah added. 1962

317. Party at Mungo Cottage.  Venda is in the foreground, Albert is behind her

with glasses and no hair.

318. Stumps of Mungo cottage, 1958 � during construction.

319. Val and Valerie�s first home � Mungo Cottage, 1960, before verandah was

added.

320. Mungo homestead before the extensions were built on � undated.

321. �Jeep� behind Mungo.  Val, Valerie and Peter Barnes, 1959.

322. Mungo homestead garden, 1949.

323. Mungo homestead garden looking toward tennis court, 1959.

324. Mungo tennis court, 1959.

325. Back of Mungo house

326. Shearers Huts, Mungo 1956
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327. Gate at stockyard - �Mungo�.  Val on �Mystery� and �Tunderhead� 1949.

328. Certificate of registration of shop � renewal to A V Barnes, June 1975

329. Kitchen at the Shearers Quarters Huts, Mungo 1956.

330. Paradise tank in flood

331. Uncle Roy Vigar on old poison cart from Zanci at the 100 year celebrations.

Ven Vigar, 1972.

332. Venda Barnes presenting the winners at the 100 year ball in the Mungo

Woolshed, 1972.

333. Albert Barnes and Venda Stirrat during their first visit to Mungo in 1934,

before they were married.

334. Branding sheep, Val Barnes, 1965.

335. Stirrat children on arrival at Zanci.

(L-R)  Venda and Nona in front, Don, Jean, Roger.  Note tent in background.

336. Zanci entry

337. Zanci homestead and garden, undated.

338. Albert and Venda Barnes outside the Mungo woolshed in the sheep yards,

1975.

339. Mungo Woolshed decorated for the 100 year ball, 1972

340. Jean and family at Zanci.

341. Zanci stables/shed.

342. Zanci horseyards.

343. Zanci, with children playing out the front.

344. Zanci woolshed and wool truck, 1962.

345. Transport drivers at Zanci, near Zanci woolshed.
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