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Look for shells in the sand. See how many empty ones you
can you find. Sort them to count the number of different
bivalves and gastropods there are.

You might also find some cuttlebone. A cuttlebone is a shell
that was once inside the body of a type of mollusc called a
Cuttlefish. Look at the descriptions above to work out which
group of mollusc the Cuttlefish belongs to.

Bring your empty shells to school to make a mollusc display.
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‘����������	’  have a head with many  tentacles
extending from it.  They live in the sea.  They may
have their shell inside their body.

‘
������	’  have two shells that can close. They
have a body but no head.  Some types live in the
sea, and other types in fresh water.

‘���
��	’  have a head and body protected by
eight overlapping shells on their back.  They live in
the sea, especially on rocks at the seashore.

‘��	
�����	’  have a head with eye stalks. Some
types have a shell on their back, other types have no
shell at all.  Different types live in different places, such
as in the sea, rock-pools, creeks and forests.
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There are about 80,000 different types of
mollusc in the world?  That’s twice as
many as all the birds, mammals, reptiles,
amphibians and fish combined!

The Giant Squid, up to 18 metres long, is
the world’s biggest mollusc and the
biggest invertebrate ever!
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I have a shell inside my head, ���������
My mouth looks like a beak,
I move by jet propulsion,
And have more than eight feet.

I have a matching pair of shells, ���������
I live at the bottom of the sea,
I do not swim around,
My food comes straight to me!

I leave slime, ����������
In my track.
I have eye stalks
And a home on my back.

A mollusc,a mollusc, ����������
You often see me?
I have one shell,
And live by the sea.

On the rocky shore, �����������
It’s speed I lack,
I have eight plates
Upon my back.

I have no shell, ����������
On land I’m found,
I make slime,
To move around.

With gills on my back, ����������
I’m found in the sea,
With lots of bright colours,
I’m a sight to see.

I have 8 legs, ����������
And swim with ease,
I can hide in rockpools,
In small spaces I squeeze.

I have two matching shells, ���������
I can be found in the sea,
If you dig in the sand,
You may even find me!
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� "
����� your  snails on the
classroom wall using a trail
of plastic lunch wrap as the
snail slime.
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In France snails are
called escargot. May

24th is National
Escargot Day!
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There are about three times more species of native land snail in Australia than
species of birds? There are more than 2000 different species of land snail in
Australia compared to about 780 species of bird. We know a lot about our birds
but almost nothing about most of our snails except their scientific names,
and a lot of them don’t even have names yet!
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�� Top speed for most snailsis about 5  metresper hour.You would be slow too if
you had to slide along on
your belly making slimeas you went!
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*�������������
� 5 teaspoons of borax

� 1 cup of water

� ½ cup of white PVA glue

� running water for washing

� container for mixing
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��	��������
�. Dissolve the borax in the water to make a borax solution.

��. Put 2 teaspoons of borax solution in the mixing container

���. Add the PVA glue and stir constantly

��. It will begin to thicken

�. Add more borax solution a spoon at a time and stir after each one
(about 6 or 7 altogether)

��. Use your hands to mix and squeeze the slime together

���. Wash the slime under running water until any excess glue is gone
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Snails use their tentacles to tell which way a slime trail is going.
Scientists are still baffled as to exactly how they do it!� �����������	�

Scientists who study native snails in rainforests sometimes track them by attaching a
tiny spool of cotton to their shell which winds out as they move leaving a fine cotton
trail. This is clever as the snails usually move at night when no-one is watching.
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Fully grown land snails come in many different sizes.

The smallest are less than 1 millimetre long. Australia’s biggest
land snail is the Giant Panda Snail which has a shell 10
centimetres long, about the size of an apple.

The biggest land snail in the world is the Giant African Snail,
whose shell is up to 40 centimetres long.
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�����������	  that a snail has both male and female parts to its body?

When two snails come together to mate they each shoot a ‘love dart’ into the other snail. They can then both
go away to lay eggs.

The round, rubbery eggs come out of the side of the snail’s head! They are laid in a moist safe place such as
under leaf litter or under a log or a rock. The eggs are then left to hatch by themselves.
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The native Carnivorous Snail follows the slime
trails of other snail species to hunt them down
and eat them!
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Tweed Heads

Banora Point

Kingscliff

BogangarMurwillumbah

Burringbar
Uki
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Mount
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Mullumbimby

Nimbin

Brunswick Heads

Byron Bay

Lismore

Alstonville
Ballina

PACIFIC
OCEAN

Suffolk Park

Lennox Head

Terranora

Tyagarah
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Mitchell’s Rainforest Snail
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� What do you think a
fungivore is?

Quoll

Pademelon Pitta

Decaying
leaf litter

Native
Snail

Rainforest
plants

Soil
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An endangered species that lives in rainforest areas in northern NSW.
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Snails lay eggs from an opening in the side of their head!

�� +���������	����
��
This snail lives in rainforests and sometimes climbs high up on tree trunks.

�� �
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This is the biggest native land snail in Australia, with a shell about the size of an apple.
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The eggs of the Giant Panda Snail are about the size of marbles and are laid under leaf litter on the
rainforest floor. The snail takes two or three days to lay its eggs, remaining in the same spot for the entire
time!
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The cotton unravels as the snail moves along, leaving a trail of cotton that can be followed later to see how far
the snail has moved and where it has gone.
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Showing the large size of the Giant Panda Snail compared to the feral European Snail.
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This pretty snail lives in rainforest areas on the NSW north coast.
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An endangered snail only found on Lord Howe Island.
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This species was only recently discovered and does not even have a name yet. Scientists estimate that only
about a half of Australia’s native snails have yet been discovered!
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This snail eats other snails and hunts them down by following their slime trails.

�	� (�����	�(

��!������!
This is a large, colourful native slug which feeds at night on microscopic algae growing on tree trunks. On
rainy mornings they can sometimes be seen climbing back down tree trunks.

��� ���
����!�
The semi-slug is partway between a snail and a slug, having only a small shell on its back that is too small for
it to hide in. This species of semi-slug produces a purple dye when disturbed.

��� &
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Pittas are rainforest birds that eat snails after cracking them open against favourite stones called anvils.

�
� '�����
��
�����������������������
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���
��� 15: Mitchell’s Rainforest Snail, 16: Giant Panda Snail, 17: New Holland Rainforest Snail, 18: Fraser’s Snail.
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http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/npws.nsf/Content/mitch_computer_class
http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/npws.nsf/Content/mitch_computer_class
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Hello Mitch, thanks for agreeing to this interview for
Snail Weekly.
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Where do you like to hang out?
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How can people recognize you?
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What do you like to eat?
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What sort of things don’t you like?
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�� a celebrity interview with another type of
native invertebrate. You could choose a butterfly,
a rhinoceros beetle, a leech, or anything you like.
Include a picture of your celebrity.
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What are some of your favourite things?
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Do you know any snail jokes?
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Do you know any good snail jokes?
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