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1   Introduction 

Pest species are animals (including invertebrates) and plants that have negative 
environmental, economic and social impacts.  In this document they are collectively 
referred to as pests.  Pests are most commonly introduced species, though native 
species can become pests. In parks, pests may have impacts across the range of 
park values, including impacts on biodiversity, cultural heritage, catchment and 
scenic values. 

Pests are among the greatest threats to biodiversity throughout Australia.  In New 
South Wales, they have been identified as a threat to 657 of 945 (70%) species, 
populations and communities listed under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 
1995; more than any other process except the destruction and disturbance of native 
vegetation.  Minimising the impacts of pests on biodiversity is thus the main objective 
of NPWS pest management. 

Pests can also have significant impacts on economic values of neighbouring lands.  
The NPWS seeks to address these impacts when setting management priorities and 
significant resources are committed towards landscape wide pest programs, 
including wild dogs. 

The control of pests outside of parks is the responsibility of private landholders and 
other agencies such as rural lands protection boards, local councils, the Department 
of Primary Industries and the Department of Lands.  The NSW Invasive Species Plan 
provides the framework for the coordinated management of weeds and pests that 
occur over varying land tenure.  NPWS is a committed partner to the implementation 
of this plan. 

Many pests are distributed widely across Australia and eradication is not possible in 
the foreseeable future.  They occur in most environments and across all land 
tenures.  Pests often spread quickly and have high reproductive rates, allowing them 
to re-establish rapidly following control.  In recognising that eradication of widespread 
pests across large areas is an unrealistic goal, NPWS prioritises control effort to 
focus on areas where impacts are greatest.  Resources can then be directed to 
ensure that the resultant control programs are effective in reducing these impacts.  It 
is the responsibility of all land managers to work together to control pests where 
significant impacts have been identified. 

In New South Wales, the main pest management priorities for the conservation of 
biodiversity are focussed on threatened species and endangered ecological 
communities, and are identified in the Threatened Species Priorities Action 
Statement (PAS), individual Threat Abatement Plans (TAPs) and reserve Plans of 
Management (POM). Pest programs are also integrated with other park management 
programs such as fire management. 

2   Purpose of the Strategy 

The development of Regional Pest Management Strategies (RPMS) provides NPWS 
with a strategic approach to pest management across NSW.  The Strategy 
developed for each region provides a tool to broadly identify pest distribution and 
their associated impacts across the park system.  It details priorities for each Region, 
including actions listed in the PAS and TAPs as well as other actions such as wild 
dog and feral pig control to protect neighbouring properties and site-based weed 
control and allows resources to be allocated to high priority programs.  The RPMS 
also identifies the requirement for other plans or strategies, such as Wild Dog Plans 
or Bush Regeneration Plans, which provide a more detailed approach. 
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New pest species continue to establish in the environment either through the 
importation of new species into Australia or the escape of domestic plants and 
animals.  Prevention and early detection followed by eradication is the most cost-
effective way to minimise the impacts of new pests.  The NPWS works with other 
agencies to prevent the introduction of new pests into the wild and to respond rapidly 
when new incursions occur.  The response of NSW government agencies to new 
pests will be coordinated through the NSW Invasive Species Plan. 

In this strategy, the generic term “parks” is used to refer to any lands managed by 
NPWS including national park, nature reserve, Aboriginal area, historic site, state 
conservation area and regional park amongst others.  This strategy has a four year 
life span.  In the final year of the strategy, it is intended that the strategy will be 
reviewed and updated. 

3   Legislation and Policy 

The NPWS has a number of statutory responsibilities in relation to pest management.  

National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 
The National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act) vests the care, control and 
management of national parks, nature reserves, historic sites and Aboriginal areas 
with the Director-General of the NPWS. Key management objectives include 
conservation, provision of appropriate scientific and educational opportunities, and 
management of fire and pest species. These are achieved through the preparation 
and implementation of plans of management for each reserve, which identify pest 
species present, control strategies and priorities for that reserve.  

Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 
The Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (TSC Act) lists threatened species, 
endangered populations and endangered ecological communities.  The TSC Act also 
lists key threatening processes (KTPs), which are identified as having significant 
impacts on the conservation of native flora and fauna. As of August 2006, 18 pests 
have been listed as KTPs e.g. Predation by the Red Fox, Invasion of Native Plant 
Communities by Bitou Bush and Boneseed.  The NSW Threatened Species Priorities 
Action Statement (PAS) outlines the strategies for ameliorating threats listed under 
the TSC Act including the preparation of threat abatement plans.  For each of these 
strategies the PAS lists one or more detailed actions which aim to protect threatened 
species by reducing the impact of listed threats. 

Rural Lands Protection Act 1998 
The pest animal provisions of the Rural Lands Protection Act 1998 (RLP Act) outline 
the conditions under which animals, birds and insects are "declared" pests and 
provides for the control of such pest species. Gazettal of pest species occurs through 
Pest Control Orders that allow the Minister for Primary Industries to specify pest 
species on a state wide or local basis and the conditions or factors that apply to the 
control of each pest.  Rabbits, wild dogs and feral pigs have been declared pest 
animals throughout NSW. 

The RLP Act binds the Crown for the control of pest animals declared under the Act.  
Public land managers such as the NPWS are required to eradicate (continuously 
suppress and destroy) pest animals "…to the extent necessary to minimise the risk of 
the pest causing damage to any land" using any lawful method or, if the Order 
specifies a method to be used, by the method specified. 

An approach to balance the conservation of dingoes with the need for wild dog 
control has been incorporated into the RLP Act through the Pest Control Order for 
Wild Dogs. This order allows for the general destruction obligation for lands listed in 
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Schedule 2 of the order to be satisfied through wild dog management plans with both 
control and conservation objectives. 

Five wild dog control plans cover the Far South Coast Region management area 
consisting of Braidwood, East Monaro, Central, Wadbilliga and Bombala and Far 
South Coast Community Wild Dog and Fox Control program. 
Noxious Weeds Act 1993 
The Noxious Weeds Act 1993 provides for the identification, classification and control 
of noxious weeds in New South Wales. The Act aims to identify noxious weeds and 
their respective control measures, as well as the roles and responsibilities for their 
control for both public and private land managers/owners. 

Amendments to the Noxious Weeds Act in 2005 repealed the NSW Seeds Act 1982 
and introduced a new classification system of weed control classes based on the 
degree of threat and the distribution of the introduced plant within the state. These 
new control classes are: 
Control Class 1 – State Prohibited Weeds 
Control Class 2 – Regionally Prohibited Weeds 
Control Class 3 – Regionally Controlled Weeds 
Control Class 4 – Locally Controlled Weeds 
Control Class 5 – Restricted Plants. 
Under this new classification system, Control Classes 1, 2 and 5 noxious weeds are 
referred to as notifiable weeds. 

Pesticides Act 1999 
The Pesticides Act 1999 and the Pesticides Regulation 1995, regulate the use of all 
pesticides in NSW, after point of sale, and includes specific provisions for record 
keeping, training and notification of use.  

Specific requirements have been included under the Pesticides Regulation in relation 
the following. 

Pesticide Record Keeping: Records must be kept by all people who use pesticides 
for commercial or occupational purposes such as on farm or as part of their 
occupation or business.  There are also specific record keeping provisions for 
persons who aerially apply pesticides under both the Act and regulations. 

Pesticides Training: People who use pesticides in their business or as part of their 
occupation must be trained how to use these pesticides.  Any person employed or 
engaged by NPWS to use pesticides must also be trained. 

Pesticide Notification: Notification requirements apply to pesticide applications by 
public authorities in public places (including NPWS managed park lands). The NPWS 
Far South Coast Region Pesticide Use Notification Plan sets out how the 
Department will notify the community about pesticide applications it makes to public 
places. (The plan can be located on the NPWS web site). 

Pesticide Control Orders are orders that: prohibit or control the use of a pesticide or a 
class of pesticide, or authorise the use or possession of a restricted pesticide eg. 
1080. 

Use of a pesticide must be in accordance with the Control Order where such exists. 
Current Control Orders can be found at: 

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/pesticides/pco.htm. 

 
\ 
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Game and Feral Animal Control (Game) Act 2002 
The major aim of the Game and Feral Animal Control Act 2002 (Game Act) is to 
promote responsible and orderly hunting of game animals and certain pest animals.  
The public lands that are covered by this Act do not include any national park estate 
land. 

Other Relevant Legislation 
• Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 2000 (Australian) 
• Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code Act 1994 
• Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
• Firearms Act 1996 
• Heritage Act 1977 
• Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979 
• Occupational Health and Safety Act 2000 
• Wilderness Act 1987 
• Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 
Park Management Program and policies 
The Park Management Program is a series of guides which are being developed to 
define the values and objectives for park management and to integrate park policy, 
planning, operations, monitoring, evaluation and reporting.  The aims of the guides 
are to improve the way we go about park management by: 
• providing clear and consistent management objectives and operational 

procedures, and 
• introducing a system to achieve consistent standards in park management and 

reporting on performance. 

The Park Management Program comprises a Policy Guide, a Planning Guide, an 
Operating Procedures Guide and a Monitoring and Evaluation Guide. 

The Policy Guide describes the goals and objectives for park management and the 
key principles which are applied to guide the achievement of these objectives. 

Some specific policies relating to the management of weeds and pest animals are 
mentioned below. 

Policy 2.6 Wild Dogs acknowledges the complexities inherent in the need to 
conserve native dingoes (and their hybrids) together with the need to control wild 
dogs. 

The NPWS Firearms Management Manual brings together the policy, procedural and 
technical information required for staff regarding the safety, security and legal 
procedures for keeping and using firearms.  The manual replaced the NPWS 
Firearms Policy and provides policy and procedures for all aspects of firearms use 
and management including: 
• possession and use of firearms by NPWS staff and other approved users, 
• firearms administration and record keeping, 
• location and storage of firearms, 
• planning and risk management for firearms operations, 
• maintenance and modification of firearms, 
• animal welfare issues related to shooting pest animals and euthanasing native 

animals, and 
• firearms training. 

A statewide policy directive requires conservation risk assessments for the 
application of pesticides on park to ensure that an appropriate level of environmental 
assessment is carried out prior to application. 
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Other plans 
Other plans that help direct Far South Coast Region pest management include the 
Southern Rivers Catchment Management Authority Catchemnt Action Plan and the 
(CMA ) Southern Rivers CMA Weed Strategy which NPWS staff have participated in 
development and the Bega Valley Shire Weeds Strategy. Also considered were local 
RLPB vertebrate pest strategies, regional weed plans, state and national strategies , 
reserve Plans of Management and  Threat Abatement Plans.( eg  Fox , Bitou TAP’s) 

4   Regional overview 

The Far South Coast Region extends from the Victorian Border in the south to 
Batemans Bay in the north, extending inland to the towns of Bombala, Nimmitabel 
and Braidwood. It covers the Bega Valley and Eurobodalla Council areas and parts 
of the Bombala, Cooma Monaro and Palerang Shire Council areas. This area 
includes the Bega, Brogo, Deua, Murrah, Genoa, Clyde, Moruya, Merrica, Towamba, 
Tuross, Buckenboura, Upper Shoalhaven and Mongarlowe River Catchments/ 
Valleys. 

The FSC Region includes the towns of Bega, Batemans Bay, Braidwood, Bermagui, 
Bombala, Nimmitabel, Eden, Moruya, Merimbula, Narooma. The total residential 
population of the region exceeds 40,000 and it is estimated that two thirds of park 
visitors come from this population. 

The region is divided into four management areas, Merimbula, Bombala, Central and 
Northern. (See regional map below)) FSC Region manages 450,000 hectares of 
reserved lands including 14 national parks, 14 Nature Reserves, 4 State 
Conservation Areas and 1 Historic Site. Significant Aboriginal Places are owned by 
traditional owners and managed as NP’s. See Table 1.1 below. 

A wide and varied range of pests occur due to the complex and broad nature of the 
natural environment. The FSC Region was one of the later areas in NSW cleared for 
agricultural purposes which has helped restrict the range of plants and animals 
introduced. In addition to land use changes, the geology, altitudinal range from the 
coast to sub-alpine, and variation in land use, including rural, semi-rural, urban and 
natural areas, all contribute to a wide variety of pest management issues. 

The number of regional pest control programs has increased over the past ten years 
targeting a range of pest species. The region has worked with neighbours to increase 
the number of collaborative programs, implementing control programs that protect 
threatened species and increase the involvement of community, landcare and 
catchment groups in coastal reserves. 

Two cross border (Vic & NSW) interagency (DSE, Parks Vic, NPWS/SF, RLPB, 
Council, Landcare) working groups have been set up, focusing on mutually beneficial 
projects and coordinating knowledge and works programs. These are GRILCO 
(Genoa River Interstate Liaison Committee ) and IPAWG (Interagency Pest Animal 
Working Group). 

A number of research programs are also being undertaken in coordination with 
various universities, DECC researchers and the Weeds and Invasive Animals 
Cooperative Research Centres. Other examples include Bridal creeper control plots, 
Blackberry rust releases around Nungatta and release of prickly pear control agents 
in Eurobodalla NP, Deua NP and Araluen NR. 

Monitoring for vertebrate pest work occurs via local staff recorded in Feralbase, a 
data base developed in the region and adopted broadly by NPWS. 
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Pest animal programs are undertaken throughout the region and covers a range of 
species. 
 
Wild dog control is a high priority over much of the region, particularly the tableland 
and escarpment areas. Strategic 1080 mound baiting and trapping programs are 
undertaken in South East Forests NP, Coolumbooka NR, Bondi Gulf NR, Wadbilliga 
NP, Deua NP, Ben Boyd NP, Kooraban NP, Gulaga NP, Monga NP & SCA, Majors 
Ck SCA and Gourock NP and Limited aerial baiting occurs in Wadbilliga NP These 
programs utilise best practice techniques and are implemented in conjunction with 
DPI and RLPB contractors. Intensive fox control works are undertaken in the Potoroo 
Management Zone to reduce the impact of predation on the long-footed potoroo. 
Reactive wild dog control programs have been undertaken in several areas in the 
region in response to dog sightings and reported stock losses.  
 
Control programs for red foxes are undertaken in tandem with programs for wild dogs 
where both species occur. Other fox specific programs are conducted in the coastal 
and escarpment reserves to reduce the impact of fox predation on several threatened 
species such as the little tern, hooded plover, pied oystercatcher, southern brown 
bandicoot and smoky mouse. Much of the fox control work undertaken is performed 
jointly with RLPB staff under contract to the region. 

In conjunction with the predator control programs conducted throughout the region, a 
critical weight range mammal monitoring program has been developed in the South 
East Forests NP and Ben Boyd NP (south) areas to evaluate the effectiveness of the 
current programs. Early results suggest that foxes and wild dogs are being 
maintained at generally low densities and that ground-dwelling mammals (CWR) are 
responding to the reduced predator population. 

Pig trapping programs have been ongoing in the region for several years with much 
of the work being focused on the upland swamp areas of the South East Forests NP, 
Wadbilliga NP, Deua NP, Monga NP and Badja Swamps NR. A large amount of pig 
control work has also been undertaken in the vicinity of Nungatta Station in the 
Genoa section of the South East Forests NP. Since 2000, Judas collars have been 
employed on pigs to assist in locating mobs and in positioning traps where they will 
be most effective. Much of the pig control work is undertaken in co-operation with 
DPI and RLPB contractors. 
 
In Bombala Area, intensive Judas control programs have been undertaken on feral 
goat populations in the Tantawangalo and Coolangubra sections of the South East 
Forests NP since 1997. These have been highly successful and have seen a 
reduction in goat populations to a low level at which they are currently being 
maintained. Judas goat control programs are now being established in other areas in 
the region. 
 
Limited and opportunistic feral cat control work has been undertaken in Far South 
Coast Region. A key program however, has been the intensive use of FAP’s (Feline 
Attractant Phonics) in conjunction with traps to limit the predation pressure of feral 
cats on a known population of smoky mouse in the Yowaka section of the South East 
Forests NP. 
 
Rabbit control is generally undertaken in the vicinity of visitor areas, particularly in 
coastal areas, when rabbit numbers reach a point where control is warranted and 
cost-effective. Smaller programs are undertaken in the tableland areas along 
roadsides and previous farming country now incorporated into the reserve system. 
 
Recent additions to the Service estate in Far South Coast Region have seen an 
immediate extension of comprehensive pest animal control programs into these 
areas.  
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WEEDS 
More than 30 weed species are present in Far South Coast Region and a range of 
control programs have been implemented. Key programs in recent years are detailed 
below. 
 
Bitou bush control programs are a high priority for Far South Coast Region and a 
range of programs have been undertaken in several coastal reserves. A major 
portion of this work as been undertaken in Eurobodalla NP where a combination of 
control measures including aerial spraying, ground spraying ,hand pulling and 
biological control agent releases have been employed. Experimental burns have also 
been conducted to determine if fire is a viable tool to control bitou bush. Many 
programs are undertaken in co-operation with surrounding landholders and 
community groups. 
 
Other high priority programs in the region include ground and aerial spraying of 
serrated tussock in the South East Forests NP, Araluen NR and Deua NP, control of 
blackberry infestations in a number of reserves, willow removal along the Genoa and 
Towamba Rivers in the South East Forests NP and along the Brogo River in 
Wadbilliga NP. 
 
A number of programs have been undertaken to control weeds within the wilderness 
area of Genoa and Nadgee NR. Programs have been conducted on sea spurge, 
blackberry, willows, yucca, arum lily and agapanthus. 
 
Another highly significant project involves GRILCO, the Genoa River Interstate 
Liaison Committee which is a partnership between industry, Victorian and NSW 
governments and private landholders focussing on weed management across the 
Genoa, Wallagaraugh Rivers and Mallacoota Lake catchments. Members supply in 
kind works. They have secured Commonwealth funds targeting riparian hotspot 
infestations and have achieved significant on ground works. 
 
Fox control is an important element of the South Coast Shorebird Recovery Program 
which aims to increase the fledgling success rate of the hooded plover, little tern, 
pied oystercatcher and sooty oystercatcher. This program implements actions from 
the Fox Threat Abatement Plan and Recovery Plans for the endangered hooded 
plover and little tern in NSW. Rural Lands Protection Board rangers carry out baiting 
and trapping in areas adjacent to shorebird breeding sites on park and off park. This 
is done in consultation with the Recovery Team members from DECC, Eurobodalla 
and Bega Valley Shire Councils, and volunteer groups. 
 
Other programs conducted in the region include: 
 Fireweed control and re-vegetation programs in Mimosa Rocks NP 

 Crofton weed control in the South East Forests NP and Ben Boyd NP 

 Biological control of bridal creeper in Ben Boyd NP 

 Pine wildling control in several reserves 

 Tree of Heaven control in Deua and Monga NP 

 Control of kikuyu on Montague Island to minimise its impact on nesting seabirds 

 Control of environmental weeds emanating from coastal settlements 
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Please note 
The list of weeds in this strategy (Table 1) is not an exhaustive list of weeds that 
occur within Far South Cost Region. A number of other weeds occur on NPWS 
managed lands but are of lesser importance and, therefore, have not been included 
in this pest strategy. 
 
Initiatives 
Judas Pig and Goat Projects – These projects are being implemented to aid in 
locating mobile and low density pig and goat populations. The project involves 
placing radio collars on individuals and tracking them to determine their locations. 
This tracking then aids in locating traps or where to conduct shooting programs. 
 
CWR Monitoring – A cooperative project with CSIRO has been established to 
monitor the populations of ground-dwelling mammals and feral predators in order to 
determine the effectiveness of current control programs. This program, using the 
sand pad technique, has provided some encouraging initial results. 
 
Far South Coast NPWS Reserves 

Name Type Management area Area (ha)

Araluen NR North 658

Badja Swamps  NR North 543

Bell Bird Creek  NR Merimbula 56

Ben Boyd  NP Merimbula 10,753

Berlang SCA North 2,316

Bermaguee  NR Central 875

Biamanga  NP Central 13,611

Bondi Gulf  NR Bombala 1,888

Bournda   NR Merimbula 6,084

Bournda  NP Merimbula 2,653

Broulee Island   NR North 30

Clyde River NP North 149

Coolumbooka NR Bombala 1,521

Davidson Whaling Station HS Merimbula 28

Deua  NP North 121,418

Eagles Claw  NR Merimbula 1

Egan Peaks NR Merimbula 2,036

Eurobodalla NP North 3,022
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Frogs Hole SCA North 77

Gourock NP North 7,861

Gulaga NP Central 4,767

Illawong NR North 52

Kooraban NP Central 11,532

Majors Creek SCA North 667

Mimosa Rocks NP Central 5,839

Monga NP North 26,419

Montague Island NR Central 87

Mount Imlay NP Merimbula 4,708

Nadgee NR Merimbula 21,399

Nadgigomar NR North 1,730

Monga SCA North 1001

South East Forest NP Bombala/Merimbula/Central 110,015

Wadbilliga NP Central 95,557

Yurramie NR Merimbula 210

Total   452,205 
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Regional Map 
Areas of the Far South Coast Region 
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5   Pest Distribution Tables 

The following pest distribution tables give an overview of priority pest species for 
each reserve within the region. The data is derived from a combination of systematic 
surveys, consultation with staff and other agencies and through planning processes.  
The tables are not comprehensive lists of all pest species within the region. 

Examples from FSC region are included below.  

  Denotes established widespread populations throughout a reserve  
 Denotes scattered populations throughout a reserve 
 Denotes isolated populations restricted to a small geographic area of a reserve 
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NORTH AREA          
Araluen NR          
Badja Swamps NR         
Berlang SCA          
Broulee Island NR         
Clyde River NP          
Deua NP         
Eurobodalla NP         
Frogs Hole SCA          
Gourock NP         
Illawong NR          
Majors Ck SCA          
Monga NP          
Nadgigomar NR          
          

CENTRAL AREA          
Biamanga NP         
Mimosa Rocks NP         
Wadbilliga NP         
South East Forests NP-Glenbog Unit         
                                     -Bemboka Unit          
Mimosa Rocks NP         
Montague Island NR         
Kooraban NP          
Gulaga NP          
Bermaguee NR         
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 BOMBALA  AREA          
Bondi Gulf NR         
Coolumbooka NR         
South East Forests NP-Genoa Unit          
                                    Coolangubra Unit          
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                                  Tantawangalo Unit         
 MERIMBULA  AREA          
Ben Boyd NP         
Bournda NR         
Bournda NP         
Bell Bird Creek NR          
Davidson Whaling Station HS         
Egan Peaks NR          
Mount Imlay NP         
Nadgee NR         
Eagles Claw NR         
South East Forests-Yowaka Unit          
                               -Yurrammie Unit         
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  Denotes established widespread infestation throughout a reserve 
 Denotes scattered infestation throughout a reserve 
 Denotes isolated infestation restricted to a small geographic area of a reserve (encompassing new weed incursions) 
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NORTHERN AREA                               
Araluen NR                               
Badja Swamps NR                               
Berlang SCA                               
Broulee Island NR                             
Clyde River NP                               
Deua NP                              
Eurobodalla NP                            
Frogs Hole SCA                               
Gourock NP                               
Illawong NR                               
Majors Ck SCA                              
Monga NP                              
Nadjigomar NR                               
                               
CENTRAL AREA                               
Biamanga NP                              
Mimosa Rocks NP                               
Wadbilliga NP                              
SEFNP-Glenbog 
Unit 

                             

-Bemboka Unit                               
Mimosa Rocks NP                             
Montague Island 
NR 

                              

Kooraban NP                               
Gulaga NP                              
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Bermaguee NR                               
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BOMBALA AREA                               
Bondi Gulf NR                              
Coolumbooka NR                              
SEF NP  -Genoa                            
-Coolangubra                            
-Tantawangalo                             
                               
MERIMBULA 
AREA 

                              

Ben Boyd NP                          
Bournda NR                               
Bournda NP                             
Bell Bird Creek NR                               
Davidson Whaling 
Station HS 

                             

Egan Peaks NR                               
Mount Imlay NP                               
Nadgee NR                            
Eagles Claw NR                               
SE F -Yowaka Unit                              
-Yurammie Unit                              
                               
Bega Shire 
noxious listing 
class 

4 3 4 5 3,5 5 2 4 - 4 4 - - - - - 4 4 5 4 - - - - - - - -   

Bombala Shire 
noxious listing 
class. 

4  4 5 5 5 4 4  4 4      4 4 4      4  4  4  

Eurobodalla 4 4 4 5 3,5 5 4 4  4 4      4 4 4      4    4  
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noxious listing 
class 
Palerang noxious 
listing class 

4  4 5 5 5 4 4  4 4      4 4 4      4  4  4  

SR CMA Priority H H M H H M  H H H  L  M  L  L L H     H  L  M 
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6   Pest Management Objectives 

The overriding objective of NPWS’s pest management programs is to minimise 
adverse impacts of pests on biodiversity and other park values whilst complying with 
legislative responsibilities. 

Programs also aim to: 
• manage pest populations to minimise their impact on neighbours, 
• increase community understanding of the adverse impacts of pests on 

biodiversity and Aboriginal and historic cultural heritage, and 
• support cooperative approaches and participation in pest management programs 

with the community and other agencies. 

7   Pest Management Principles 

Wherever possible, NPWS adopts an integrated approach to pest management, 
where more than one control technique is used, across the landscape. Integrated 
pest management is likely to be more effective because it avoids selecting for 
herbicide resistant weed biotypes or bait-shy animals. Targeting more than one pest 
species is important as the control of one species may benefit another eg. control of 
foxes may benefit rabbits, control of bitou bush often leads to an increase in other 
weeds. Also, control is usually undertaken at particular times of the year when pests 
are most vulnerable (eg. translocation of herbicides to growing points is usually 
greater when weeds are flowering). 

So that pest management undertaken by the NPWS is carried out effectively and 
efficiently, the following principles are generally applied. 

• Pest control is targeted to species/locations where benefits will be greatest. 

• Development of control priorities are set by clearly defining the problem to be 
addressed ie. specific impacts are identified so that the purpose of control is 
clear. 

• Where relevant, pest control is collaborative and across tenure, that is, 
undertaken on a landscape approach. 

• Early detection of new incursions and rapid response is considered a high priority 
as this is the most cost-effective form of pest control. 

• Priority is given to mitigating the impacts on biodiversity of a pest that has cultural 
significance, whilst minimising impacts on cultural values. 

• The aim of most pest control programs is to minimise the adverse impacts of 
pests, as many exotic pests are already widespread (eg. foxes, blackberries) and 
for these species eradication is not possible. 

• The focus of control programs is directed towards the values to be protected, 
because killing pests, by itself, does not necessarily minimise their impacts due to 
the fact that ecological processes are complex and can be affected by a range of 
factors. 

• Risk assessments are undertaken prior to pest control, where required. 

• Pest management strives to strike a balance between cost efficiency, target 
specificity and animal welfare. 

• Where appropriate, pest control employs a combination of control methods and 
strategies (integrated pest management). 
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• Pest control programs take a holistic approach, given that the control of one pest 
may benefit other pests, in that they attempt to control all significant pest threats 
at a site. 

• Pesticide use complies with relevant legislation and is employed in a manner that 
minimises impacts on the environment. 

• Pest management programs are often integrated with other land management 
activities such as fire management and recreation management. 

• Monitoring is being implemented, at varying levels, to demonstrate and improve 
the ongoing effectiveness of control programs. 

 

8   Pest Program Priorities 

NPWS prioritises its pest control programs to focus on those areas where the 
impacts of pests are likely to be greatest. Resources can then be directed to ensure 
that the resultant control programs are effective in reducing these impacts. The 
availability of suitable control techniques and resources (both financial and physical), 
as well as the practicality and cost effectiveness of control, also influence which 
programs can be implemented. 

Where new pest incursions occur, early detection and eradication is the most cost-
effective way to minimise the impacts. The NPWS will work with other agencies to 
prevent the introduction of new pests and to respond rapidly when new incursions 
occur.  

The following key factors are considered when determining priorities for pest 
management within the Region. 

Critical Priority 

1. Programs targeting pests which are, or are likely to be, significantly impacting on 
biodiversity, as largely identified in the NSW Threatened Species Priorities Action 
Statement eg. undertake fox control at the South East Forests and Ben Boyd NP 
(south) priority site for long-footed, long-nosed potoroo and southern brown 
bandicoots as identified in the Fox Threat Abatement Plan; long term program as 
per Bitou Bush TAP in Eurobodalla NP. 

2. Programs that target pests which impact significantly on human health or are part 
of a declared national emergency eg. outbreak of foot and mouth disease or 
control of feral pigs in the catchment area of a domestic water supply reservoir. 

3. Programs targeting pests that impact significantly on agricultural production eg. 
wild dog control where there is potential for significant stock losses as identified in 
Wild Dog Management Plans; programs to control State Prohibited or Regionally 
Prohibited Noxious Weeds (Control Class 1 and 2 weeds). 

4. Programs addressing new occurrences of highly invasive pest species with 
potential for significant impacts on park values (subject to risk/feasibility 
assessment) eg. control of serrated tussock in an area previously free of the 
weed. 

High Priority 

5. Programs that target pests (other than those covered in priorities above) that 
impact significantly on World Heritage or international heritage values, eg. control 
of pigs impacting on World Biosphere Reserve values of Nadgee NR; pest control 
in RAMSAR wetlands; 
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6. Programs targeting pests that impact significantly on important cultural heritage 
values eg. control of feral goats where they are inhabiting an area containing 
Aboriginal rock art; control of rabbits undermining an historic building; 

Medium Priority 

7. Programs that target pests (other than those covered in priorities above) that 
impact significantly on Wilderness, Wild Rivers, national heritage values or other 
important listed values eg. control of willows along a declared Wild River or within 
a Wilderness area such as Nadgee or Genoa where environmental weeds may 
exist. 

8. Programs that target pests that impact significantly on recreation, landscape or 
aesthetic values, eg. control of blackberry on the margins of camping areas; 
control of weeds in an area of natural beauty that is visited frequently. 

9. Community or cooperative programs targeting pests that impact significantly on 
park values or agricultural production and that have ongoing, proven 
effectiveness and participation, eg. control of willows with the assistance of an 
established community group; control of Regionally Controlled Noxious Weeds 
(Control Class 3 weeds). 

10. Community or cooperative programs that are implemented as part of an endorsed 
state or regional plan (and not covered above in higher priorities), eg. control of 
bitou bush across boundaries as part of a regional control plan prepared by a 
regional weeds advisory committee and supported by NPWS. 

Lower Priority 

11. Community programs targeting pests that have localised impacts on natural 
ecosystems or agricultural lands and that promote community education and 
involvement with parks, eg. participation in a new bush regeneration project with 
a local community group; control of Locally Controlled and Restricted Noxious 
Weeds (Control Class 4 and 5 weeds). 

12. Previous programs targeting pests that have localised impacts on native species 
and ecosystems, and that can be efficiently implemented to maintain program 
benefits, eg. maintenance of areas treated previously for serrated tussock to 
continue keeping them weed free. 

In some circumstances, new programs may be introduced, or priority programs 
extended to target pests where a control “window of opportunity” is identified e.g. 
where burnt areas become more accessible for ground control of weeds; where 
drought makes control of feral pigs and feral goats more efficient because they 
congregate in areas where water is available; or when a new biocontrol agent 
becomes available. 

Future priorities for pest control will need to reflect changes in the distribution, 
abundance or impacts of pests that may occur in response to environmental changes 
including climate change.  NPWS is supporting research to understand the 
interaction between climate change, pests and biodiversity. 

9   Pest Program Recording and Monitoring 

Measuring the response of biodiversity (or other values) to pest control is necessary 
in order to: 
• demonstrate the degree of impacts and hence justify priorities for management, 

and 
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• measure the effectiveness of ongoing control and direct resources to those 
programs with the greatest effect. 

Measuring the response of biodiversity can be difficult because populations of native 
species can vary in space and time for many reasons so that differentiating the 
effects of pest control from other sources of variation is often complex.  Where 
populations cannot be counted directly, measurement is dependent on using indices 
of abundance. Rigorous attempts to measure population responses need to consider 
experimental design (eg. treatment and non-treatment sites, replication, time scale 
for measurable responses to occur), sampling design (because the entire population 
can rarely be measured) and standardisation of population measures to allow data to 
be collated across NPWS (across sites, times and land tenure where appropriate).  
As a result, measuring the response to pest control is expensive and can be afforded 
for only a small sub-set of control programs. 

Where native populations are rare, cryptic or dispersed, or where a suite of species is 
predicted to be affected, indicator species, or other indices of relative abundance, 
can be used to provide an indirect measure of effectiveness.  For example, while fox 
control may benefit a broad range of ground dwelling mammals, monitoring may 
focus on a particular “indicator” species which may be easy to capture. 

The monitoring of response of pest species distribution and abundance provides an 
interim measure of effectiveness essential: 
• to aid comparison between control effort and biodiversity response; 
• to provide useful data where biodiversity, other park values or agricultural 

responses are too difficult to measure or there is insufficient resources to make 
proper measurement; 

• to provide an interim measure where native species may take some time to 
respond to pest control. 

Where pest incursions have occurred recently, or where their distribution is otherwise 
limited, the objective of control is usually to eradicate the incursion completely or to 
contain its spread.  In these situations, monitoring is required to confirm eradication 
or containment and should focus on the pest species rather than the response of 
native species to control.  Such an approach may require methods that are capable 
of detecting populations at very low densities and prolonged monitoring will be 
required to ensure that containment or eradication has been achieved. 

Where appropriate, monitoring programs should also include measures to verify the 
results of research being undertaken to gain a better understanding of the interaction 
between pests and climate change. 

Systems and databases are being developed for the consistent and systematic 
collection, collation, storage and analysis of data as part of the Monitoring and 
Evaluation component of the Park Management Program. Feralbase is an example 
of such a data base system used for this purpose, developed in house locally and 
adopted across the state. 

10   Regional coordination and support of pest control programs 

The Far South Coast Region has several specialist pest management field staff and 
a significant range of experienced staff including Rangers, Project Officers Field 
Officers and Area Managers. 

Pest control programs are coordinated by the local NPWS Area and Region in order 
to ensure that resources are utilised to achieve the best possible outcomes.  Area 
and Regional assistance is also required to efficiently work with neighbours, 
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community groups and other agencies.  Education of staff and the broader 
community are essential requirements in integrated pest management and are also 
best achieved by centralised coordination. 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of a weed and pest animal control programs in the Far South Coast 
Region. 
 

Program Species /reason or Threatened species affected Pest 
 

Reserve 

Weed 
spraying 

Serrated tussock co-operative neighbour program Serrated 
tussock 

Deua NP & Araluen 
NR 

Weed 
spraying 

Long term Bitou bush control program-12 yrs Bitou Bush Eurobodalla NP 

Weed 
Spraying 

Removal of invasive exotic species through long 
term cooperative control 

Tree of 
heaven 

Deua , Monga NP’s 

 Hand 
removal 

5+ yr Sea Spurge removal program using CVA 
crews merging into community and council 
involvement 

Sea Spurge Nadgee NR and Ben 
Boyd & Eurobodalla 
NP 

Baiting 
Trapping 

Long-footed Potoroo (Sch 1) Potorous longipes 
Southern Brown Bandicoot (Sch 1) Isoodon 
obesulus 

Wild Dog 
Fox, Cat, 
Feral Pig 

South East Forests, 
Ben Boyd Guluga & 
Kooraban NP 

Hand 
Removal 

Ongoing program to remove pine wildlings from 
reserves especially with increasing numbers of 
neighbouring Plantations. Use contractors such as 
Greencorps 

Pinus 
Radiata 

Bondi Gulf and 
Coolumbooka NR, 
South east Forests 
NP and Ben Boyd NP 

Baiting 
Trapping 

Smoky Mouse (Sch 1) 
Pseudomys fumeus 

Fox 
Feral Cat 

South East Forests 
NP. 

Baiting 
Trapping 
Shooting 

Hooded Plover (Sch 1) Thinornis rubricollis and  
Little Tern (Sch 1) Sterna albiforns Pied 
Oystercatcher (Sch 2) Haematopus longirostris  

Fox Mimosa Rocks NP. 
Eurobodalla NP. 
Bournda & Ben Boyd 
NP. 

Monitoring 
Mapping 

Trial 
Spraying 

Eucalyptus imlayensis (Sch 1) Phytophthora Mount Imlay NP, SEF 
NP (Yowaka mgt unit) 

Monitoring Acacia georgensis (Sch 2) threatened by fungus 
spread, working towerds infection control measures 

African 
Lovegrass 

South East Forests 
NP 
Mimosa Rocks NP 

Monitoring 
Fencing 

Rocky Outcrop Communities Feral Goats South East Forests 
NP 

Management 
Strategies 

Setting up management strategies when undertaking 
works within confirmed/suspected Phytopthera Risk 
Zones 

Phytopthera Mt imlay, SEF and 
Ben Boyd NP’s 
&Nadgee NR 

Biological 
control 

Introduction of rust for biological control for Bridal 
creeper. 
Bio-control for Prickley Pear 

Bridal 
creeper 
Prickley Pear 

Eurbodalla NP  and 
Broulee Is NR 
Deua & Araluen NR 
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11   Pest Program Overviews 
Key pest programs are summarised (listed in priority order within the weeds and pest 
animal sections) and set out under the following subheadings: 
• Pest (or group of similarly managed pests) 
• Distribution and abundance of pest within the region 
• Pest impacts (generally) and region specific impacts (by location if possible, 

related to impacts on species, communities, neighbours, etc) 
• Objectives and priorities for control based on the above 
• Methods of control to be employed 
• Monitoring/performance measures to be applied (briefly alluding to monitoring 

requirements mentioned in recording and monitoring section) 
 
European Fox (Vulpes vulpes)  
 
Distribution and abundance 
Foxes occur in most environments in Australia, however, they are probably most 
abundant in agricultural areas with patches of uncleared vegetation, because these 
areas provide abundant food, cover and den sites.  In contrast, foxes appear to be 
rare in closed forest distant from cleared land. 

Red foxes are widespread throughout urban, rural and bushland areas in Far South 
Coast Region. Densities in the coastal reserves are expected to be higher than those 
in the escarpment country and populations are expected to be artificially high in semi-
urban centres adjacent to some of the coastal reserves. 

Impacts  
The introduction of foxes into Australia has had a devastating impact on native fauna, 
particularly among medium-sized (450-5000 g) ground-dwelling and semi-arboreal 
mammals, ground-nesting birds and freshwater turtles. Recent studies have shown 
that predation by foxes continues to suppress remnant populations of many such 
species. Foxes have also caused the failure of several attempts to reintroduce native 
fauna into areas of their former range. Predation by foxes was the first key 
threatening process to be listed under the NSW Threatened Species Conservation 
Act. Foxes are also significant predators of domestic stock including lambs and 
poultry; predation by foxes has the potential to reduce lambing rates significantly. 
Foxes also assist in the dispersal of several weed species including bitou bush and 
blackberry  

The native species most likely to be impacted at the population level in FSCR include 
swamp wallabies, long-nosed and southern brown bandicoots, ground-nesting birds 
shorebirds (hooded plover, pied oystercatcher and little tern) and potoroo species. 
However, the species of greatest concern are southern brown bandicoot and long 
footed potoroo. listed as endangered under the TSC Act, SBB and LFP are 
distributed through South East Forests and Ben Boyd NPs  where foxes are the most 
threatening predator to these medium-sized animals that spend a critical component 
of their life cycle on the ground..   

 

Priority 1’s are endangered species – hooded plover, southern brown bandicoot, 
smoky mouse, little tern, long-footed potoroo and green and golden bell frog. 

Priority 2 are vulnerable species: 

Long-nosed potoroo, pied oystercatcher 
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Priorities for control 
Broad-scale strategic control programs are undertaken across the escarpment areas, 
and some coastal sites, of the region using the mound-baiting technique.  
To target problem or bait shy foxes small soft-jaw traps are sometimes used. 
Shooting by spotlight is also undertaken. 
Priorities include all Fox Thereat Abatement Plan areas and Shorebird recovery 
areas nominated in the FSCR 

Controll 
• Undertake fox control programs in conjunction with other pest control programs 

such as wild dogs, rabbits etc.  

• Continue programs using NHT funds, off park, in conjunction with neighbours and 
Rural Lands Protection Boards to gain a broad landscape approach to fox control. 

• Continue intensive baiting program (in tandem with wild dogs) within the Potoroo 
Management Zone as outlined in Action 1.1 of the Long-footed Potoroo Recovery 
Plan (draft) (NSW NPWS, 2000). 

• Implement co-ordinated fox control to protect threatened species at priority sites 
identified in the Threat Abatement Plan (draft) for Predation by the Red Fox in the 
South East Forests NP, Ben Boyd NP, Bournda NP, Mimosa Rocks NP, 
Eurobodalla NP, and Gulaga NP. 

• Implement other recommendations from the Threat Abatement Plan (draft) for 
Predation by the Red Fox such as timing, duration and frequency of baiting 
programs. 

• Maintain and extend monitoring program utilising the sand pad technique. 

Monitoring 

The impact of fox predation on southern brown bandicoots and conversely, the 
effectiveness of the control program are being assessed through long-term 
monitoring of southern brown bandicoot and fox populations. Bandicoot populations 
are being measured biannually via cage trapping. Fox and other medium-sized 
mammal populations are being measured biannually via track counts on sandpads.  
Data is analysed by the Pest Management Unit and published periodically as part of 
the review of the Fox Threat Abatement Plan. 

Wild Dogs Canis lupus familiaris and C.l.dingo  

Distribution and abundance 

Wild dogs are widely distributed across Far South Coast Region. The majority of 
populations are located in the reserves of the forested escarpment country such as 
the South East Forests NP, Wadbilliga NP, Kooraban NP, Deua NP, Monga NP, 
Tallaganda NP and Gourock NR.  

Wild dogs have also been reported from several coastal reserves including Ben Boyd 
NP, Bournda NP, Mimosa Rocks NP, Gulaga NP and Biamanga NP. A good 
population is also present in Nadgee NR. 

Several reserves experience problems with roaming domestic dogs and many areas 
within the region have problems with dogs released or lost by pig hunters eg Deua & 
Monga NP. 

Impacts  
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Wild dogs are known to prey, at times heavily, on domestic stock, particularly sheep. 
Historically active locations are Nungatta, Bondi Gulf, Cathcart, Kybean, Glenbog, 
Bemboka, Badja and Belowra. 

Predation by wild dogs may also have a detrimental impact on remnant populations 
of threatened species reducing their likelihood of recovery.  

They have also been implicated in the spread of hydatids and feral dogs readily 
hybridise with dingoes thereby swamping the gene pool 

The impacts of wild dogs on native species appear to be greatest on large mammals, 
such as kangaroos and swamp wallabies, large ground-dwelling birds, such as emus 
and terrestrial wetland birds. Regulation of large herbivores by wild dogs in fragile 
arid and semi-arid environments may benefit biodiversity by reducing the impacts of 
overgrazing. Wild dogs also have the potential to suppress populations of pest 
species such as feral goats, pigs and foxes, although quantitative evidence of this is 
limited.  

In contrast, predation by wild dogs may have negative impacts on some threatened 
species. For example, dog predation can be a high source of mortality in koala 
populations and when combined with habitat fragmentation has the potential to cause 
local extinctions. While no major impacts on biodiversity have been recorded in the -
FSCR, wild dogs have been identified as a potential threat to long-footed potoroo 
populations in the SEF NP. 

Priorities for control 

Wild dogs, including dingoes, have been declared as a pest animal under the Rural 
Lands Protection Act and they must be controlled on Crown lands (see Section 3.3). 
Although the dingo is unprotected under Schedule 11 of the National Parks and 
Wildlife Act 1974, it is a native animal, and there is a requirement for it to be 
conserved both on DECC managed lands and within NSW generally. 

Wild dog management plans are prepared in conjunction with the local Rural Lands 
Protection Boards (RLPBs) and Wild Dog Working Groups (WDWG). The plans must 
include the dual aims of minimising livestock predation and the conservation of the 
dingo in the core areas of all reserves listed under Schedule 2 of the Wild Dog Pest 
Control Order. While the overarching management plans are developed by the 
RLPBs, operational plans are negotiated with individual WDWGs on an Association 
area basis. 

Priorities for wild dog control on reserves in FSCR are based primarily on the level of 
livestock predation reported by adjoining landholders,historical records in accord with 
the relevant wild dog management plans. Control will be focused on areas of 
reserves such as the escarpment area of the SEF, Wadbilliga & Deua NP’s where 
there are current and/or historic records demonstrating significant impact on livestock 
from wild dogs emanating from the reserves. There will be close liaison with the local 
RLPB’s and landholders when developing control programs. 

Priority may also be given to protection of long-footed potoroo in the SEF NP Genoa 
Unit. If research indicates that predation by wild dogs does pose a significant threat, 
control will be undertaken to ensure to the long-term viability of these populations. 

Control 

A fully integrated suite of control techniques will be used to manage wild dogs within 
the FSCR. Control programs will be undertaken in partnership with the local RLPB, 
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WDCA and individual landholders. Strategic control, aimed at preventing future 
livestock predation, will include: 

• Mound baiting and trapping in accessible areas by NPWS staff, RLPB contractors 
and Forests NSW contractors and undertake co-ordinated and strategic baiting 
programs on NPWS managed lands, where the need has been identified, using 
the mound-baiting technique. 

• Review wild dog management plans (6 monthly) in co-operation with RLPB 
Forests NSW and landholders as detailed in the RLP Act 1998. 

• Continue intensive program (in conjunction with foxes) within the Potoroo 
Management Zone as outlined in Action 1.1 of the Long-footed Potoroo Recovery 
Plan (draft) (NSW NPWS, 2000). 

• Maintain co-ordinated approach in conjunction with State Forests of NSW, 
various Rural Lands Protection Boards, Department of Sustainability and 
Environment (Vic), Parks Victoria, Interstate Pest Animal Liaison Group, 
neighbours and other stakeholders. 

• Aerial baiting in the more rugged inaccessible areas where other control 
techniques may not be cost-effective; and in accordance with policy. 

• Enhance communication and co-operation with local Rural Lands Protection 
Boards and adjoining landholders. 

• Maintain, in conjunction with Rural Lands Protection Boards and DPI, a regional 
database of reports/complaints by reserve to monitor wild dog activity. 

• Maintain and extend monitoring program utilising the sand pad technique to 
determine the effectiveness of current programs. 

• Exclusion or barrier fencing along the boundaries of reserves such as Wadbilliga 
NP, where the terrain is suitable and there is sufficient support from neighbouring 
landholders;  

Undertake reactive programs, both on and adjacent to reserve areas, where 
necessary as per NPWS Wild Dog Policy. Reactive programs should be based on 
confirmed stock losses. In such cases response time should be as quick as possible 

Reactive control in response to reports of livestock predation or dog activity will 
include: 

• Ground or mound baiting; 

• Trapping using either DECC staff or contract trappers; and 

Monitoring 

Stock losses caused by wild dogs in FSCR are recorded by the Cooma, Bombala 
and South Coast RLPBs.  Such measures are essential in planning and evaluating 
the effectiveness of control programs included in wild dog management plans. Wild 
dog abundance and activity is measured annually via track counts and bait takes 
from mound bait stations in the various reserves.  This data is used to refine wild dog 
control programs and Wild dog control plans. 
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Feralbase data management system for pests should hold other agency data to give 
a complete picture of wild dog activity and actions across the landscape.  

 

Feral Goat-Capra hircus  

Distribution and abundance 

In Far South Coast Region, feral goats are generally restricted to the inland 
escarpment areas. Populations are known from the Tantawangalo, Coolangubra, 
Yowaka and Glenbog sections of the South East Forests NP. Populations are 
generally isolated and small in number. 

Populations are also in Deua NP, Wadbilliga NP Araluen NR, Berlang Creek SCA, 
and Majors Creek SCA, though actual numbers are unknown an estimated 3000 
goats have been seen in the Araluen Valley. 

Impacts 

Grazing and browsing by feral goats has significant impacts on native vegetation. It 
can lead to changes in species composition as more palatable species are eaten and 
removed, as well as changes in vegetation structure. Areas with a high density of 
goats have a conspicuous browse line, as all foliage within their reach is consumed. 
Feral goats can survive on highly fibrous, low nutrient herbage, provided sufficient 
water is available and will consume litter, fruit fall, bark and sticks. This can lead to a 
decrease in overall cover and an increase in bare ground, which, combined with 
trampling and soil surface damage caused by their hooves, may result in significant 
increases in soil erosion. These habitat changes in turn affect native fauna, which 
may also be impacted by feral goats through competition for food and shelter. Feral 
deer seem to inhabit similar areas. 

Management Objectives 

Competition and habitat degradation by feral goats has been listed as a key 
threatening process under the NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act (TSC 
Act). A range of species listed as endangered or vulnerable under the TSC Act can 
be impacted upon by feral goats. These include; mammals, reptiles and plants, as 
well as endangered ecological communities. Feral goats can cause damage to 
Aboriginal heritage sites, compete with neighbouring livestock and are potential 
vectors of livestock diseases.  

Priorities for control 
The highest priority sites in FSCR are in South East Forests NP, Araluen NR, Majors 
Creek SCA & Wadbilliga NP. These reserves have isolated migrating populations of 
goats and a high number of goat vulnerable threatened entities (GVTEs) such as 
Ziera adenophora. 
 
Control 
Effective control of feral goats requires an integrated approach using several 
complementary control techniques. In FSCR, the main control technique is Judas 
collar and ground hunting. In addition, landholders adjacent to reserve boundaries 
are cooperating and being encouraged to reduce feral goat numbers through 
mustering and trapping, however the main source of reinvasion is from adjoining 
properties that do little or no control. Therefore, for areas such as South East 
Forests, Deua and Wadbilliga NPs, migration is constant, aerial shooting programs 
are generally ineffective due to forest cover. 
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Monitoring 
Changes in the relative abundance of feral goats are assessed during Judas shoots. 
The impacts of feral goats on vegetation and erosion have not been investigated in 
FSCR; however field monitoring programs are undertaken annually by staff. 
 
Feral Pigs Sus scrofa 
Distribution and Abundance 
Feral pigs are found in many areas in Far South Coast Region. The highest densities 
have been reported from the wetter escarpment areas of the South East Forests NP, 
particularly the Nungatta and Nunnock/Packers Swamp areas, and the Bega and 
Badja Swamps of Wadbilliga NP and Badja Swamp NR.  
Pigs are known to occur, or have been reported in, Coolumbooka NR, Bondi Gulf 
NR, Mount Imlay NP, Gourock NP, Deua NP and Monga NP and SCA. 
An area of concern is the recent reporting of feral pig activity in the southern end of 
Nadgee NR in the vicinity of the Victorian Border.  
 
Impacts 
The most important environmental impacts that feral pigs are likely to have are 
habitat degradation and predation.  
Selective feeding by feral pigs on plant communities can result in changes in species 
abundance and composition. Increased soil erosion and reductions in water quality 
due to their habit of rooting in drainage lines are also a key impact. 
 
Feral pigs also directly prey upon frogs, soil invertebrates, reptiles, ground-nesting 
birds and their eggs, and small mammals. There is also evidence that feral pigs have 
an adverse impact on sheep farming enterprises. 
 
Feral pigs are also potential agents for the spread of weeds and may assist in the 
dispersal of pathogens, such as Phytophthora cinnamomi, through either digestion of 
infected material or via movement of soil matter. 
 
Pigs are also a major potential host of a number of exotic diseases such as Foot and 
Mouth, Rinderpest and African Swine Fever. 
Illegal pig hunting significantly disrupts programmed control works and Police 
intervention of armed hunters may be required in several locations along the 
escarpment. 
 
Management Objectives 
1. Evaluate and review current control techniques. Consider utilising the Judas 

Collar System elsewhere in the Region. 

2. Continue with existing trapping and shooting programs while developing 
neighbour cooperation due to migratory and seasonal nature of pigs. 

3. Maintain and improve co-operation and communication with adjoining landholders 
and other agencies undertaking feral pig control. 

4. Establish a monitoring program, which evaluates the effectiveness of current 
programs in reducing the impact of feral pigs. 

Priorities for Control 
Priority for control includes maintaining pressures on known populations through 
existing control programs with constant refinement and review. Programs associated 
with the cooperation of neighbours and prevention of cross tenure movement 
especially in border areas has priority.  
 
Control 
Trapping and shooting are currently the preferred methods of control. In Bombala 
Area control programs have utilised the Judas Collar System to assist in locating pigs 
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and these have proved highly successful. Cross agency and cross border control 
programs help maximise effectiveness such as the interagency pest animal working 
group help better coordinate these works.  
Other methods include 1080 poison baiting, exclusion fencing and aerial shooting. 
 
Monitoring 
Investigate and record the extent of feral pig distribution and abundance on NPWS 
managed lands in Far South Coast Region through records is Feralbase. 

Prepare detailed area-wide management strategies for feral pigs by 2000? 

Bombala and Victorian staff develop satellite tracking program in the South East 
Forests/Coopracambra reserve areas. 
 
European Wild Rabbit-Oryctolagus cuniculus 
Distribution and abundance 
Rabbits occur in scattered populations throughout the region. Abundance is generally 
low. However, disturbed areas or areas close to agricultural land generally support 
higher populations and some isolated pockets in coastal reserves near villages. 
 
Impacts 
Since its introduction, the rabbit has had a major impact on the Australian 
environment. Locally they have significant agricultural impact. RCD release had a 
small local effect. 
 
Rabbits have been shown to inhibit the regeneration of native vegetation and are a 
major cause of soil erosion. They compete with native fauna food for suitable habitat 
and support populations of introduced canids and felids. Rabbits also impact on 
historic sites through foundation disturbance. Across FSC region reserves rabbits are 
a low but ongoing priority having localised impacts. 
 
Competition by rabbits has been listed as a key threatening process under the NSW 
Threatened Species Conservation Act and rabbits are declared a pest under the 
RLPB Act 1998  
 
Priorities for Control 
Priorities include isolated populations along coastal reserves that persist through 
neighbouring private property reintroduction. 
 
Priorities for control 
Monitor known populations and conduct control programs when population size 
warrants it. 

Enhance the distribution of bio-control agents. 

Rehabilitate disturbed areas to reduce suitability as habitat for rabbits. 

Investigate the development of bait stations to reduce non-target bait take. 

Control  
Various methods are used for rabbit control. They include trapping, shooting, 
poisoning, fumigation, gas gun warren ripping and bio-control agents. The most 
effective rabbit control programs utilise a combination of these techniques. Effective 
methods favoured locally are fumigation and poisoning. 
 
Monitoring 
Field observation by staff and contractors is used to identify when control works are 
required. Field staff monitor locations regularly. Recorded works are entered into 
Feralbase. 
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Feral Cat-Felis catus 
Distribution ands Abundance 
Feral cats are generally widespread and scattered throughout the region. Population 
sizes and densities are generally unknown however limited monitoring undertaken in 
the South East Forests NP suggests that populations are in medium to high 
abundance where baiting programs for canids are conducted and their populations 
seem to increase after canid baiting programs. 
 
Impacts 
Predation by feral cats has been implicated in the extinction and decline of many 
species of mammals and birds. Many other species are potentially at risk particularly 
small mammals and ground nesting birds. Populations of smoky mouse are 
vulnerable to cats as are fledgling shorebirds.  
 
Priorities for Control 
Priorities for control include the South East Forests NP Critical Weight Range 
monitoring areas, especially smoky mouse habitat  
 
Target cat populations in reserves adjacent to urban areas and sites such as tips and 
increase community awareness of the impact of cats and the onus of responsible cat 
ownership. 
 
FSC Region needs to investigate and trial new control techniques in areas of 
threatened and critical weight range species as well as maintain existing methods as 
part of canid programs and encourage research into feral cat control across the 
region. 
 
Control  
No effective broad scale control method for feral cats is available. Cats are shot on 
an opportunistic basis and targeted by trapping or poisoning. Trapping is generally 
undertaken using a visual or sonic lure to attract the cat to the trap. 
 
Monitoring 
Monitoring is ongoing in areas where threatened species exist and are the subject of 
recovery plans. Long term monitoring has been occurring in selected locations for 
over 5 years giving indications about control program impacts. Feralbase was 
developed for data storage purposes and continues to monitor cat populations in the 
South East Forests NP with the sand pad technique. 

 

Feral Deer-various species(Sambar, Fallow and Red Deer) 
Distribution and abundance 
Low to moderate densities of deer are known to occur in the southern end of the 
South East Forests NP, Mount Imlay NP, Bondi Gulf NR and Coolumbooka NR. The 
deer population along the escarpment area is thought to be increasing. Sightings of 
deer have also been made in Nadgee NR, Brown mountain and old logging coups 
Eurobodalla, Monga and Deua NP’s. Deer sign is often seen during Judas goat 
shootings  
Species include Rus’ Deer, Sambar, Fallow and potential hybrids with populations 
not assessed but considered increasing. 
 
Impacts 
The impacts of deer in natural areas are unknown. Anecdotal evidence suggests that 
at high densities they can alter habitat and species richness by foraging on preferred 
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plant species. The other major concern is that they may harbour and transmit 
disease. 
 
Control Methods 
Current control methods are restricted to opportunistic shooting. Potential exists for 
the development of trapping and Judas programs. Effective biological control is 
currently unknown and poisoning programs may be possible but ethically imprudent. 
 
Management Objectives 
1. Determine the distribution, population size and type of deer present on NPWS 

managed lands in Far South Coast Region and record on the pest database. 

2. Identify suitable techniques for the control of deer. 

3. Seek research assistance into deer control programs. 

4. Develop and implement deer control programs where required.    

5. Develop register of deer farmers to encourage responsible management of 
domestic deer. 

6. Investigate potential of using armed forces to assist in control programs. 

Priorities for control 
Improve knowledge of the distribution and abundance of deer populations and their 
impact on reserves. 
Research and trial control techniques and assess impacts of private hunting on 
populations in neighbouring tenures  
Deer population management programs and expertise is to be developed where 
required. 
 
Monitoring 
All sightings are entered into feral-base. 
 
 
Feral Horse-Equis cabalis 
Distribution and abundance 
A small population of feral horses is located in the Bega Swamps area of Wadbiliga 
NP. Some stray horses may frequent the Glenbog section of SEF NP 
 
Impacts 
The impacts of feral horses in montane and sub-alpine areas include compaction and 
structural damage of soils, particularly in wet areas, and the alteration of vegetation 
through trampling, grazing and weed dispersal. 
 
Management objectives 
Removal of all feral horses from the Bega Swamps area of Wadbilliga National Park 
Remove the species before it becomes a larger social and community issue. 
 
Priorities for control 
Determine the population size, distribution and potential impact of feral horses in 
Wadbilliga NP. 
Develop a control plan in consultation with the Nimmitabel community and staff from 
Kosciusko NP.  
 
Control  
Control methods used in other areas on feral horses include ground mustering, 
fencing and trapping. Shooting from the ground and air has been ruled out as a 
current method of control for horses due to adverse public opinion. 
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Currently no control is undertaken in Wadbilliga NP. Control methods to be utilised in 
the future will be developed in conjunction with local communities. 
 
Monitoring 
Record all sightings of feral horses in Feralbase. 

12 Weed Species: 
HIGH PRIORITY WEEDS 
 
Serrated Tussock-Nassella trichotoma 
Distribution and abundance 
Known infestations of serrated tussock occur in Deua NP on cleared river flats 
adjacent to the Shoalhaven and Deua Rivers. The weed continually re-infests from 
private lands to the west so complete removal is unlikely. Scattered infestations are 
also known from the vicinity of Pepper’s Swamp. It is also known from the Pericoe 
and Mataganah Fire Trail area of the South East Forests NP. Work in recent years 
has reduced the infestation in the South East Forests NP to a low abundance. An 
infestation exists in the recently gazetted Araluen NR. 
 
Some plantation areas adjacent to Mataganah area of South East Forests NP are 
infested and fuel reduction burning in these areas is avoided to minimise invasion 
potential. 
 
Impacts 
Serrated tussock is declared noxious in NSW (W2/W3) and is listed as a Weed of 
National Significance (WONS). It is an aggressive invader of grassland and pasture 
areas. It seeds prolifically and is readily dispersed by wind, water, animals and 
human activity. 
 
Dense infestations of this plant may eliminate most other plant species thereby 
reducing the biodiversity of an area and be a harbour for reinfestation. 
 
Priorities for control 
Continue to control spread of existing populations while maintaining and enhancing 
existing programs in the Khan Unis, Alpine-Canoolie and Bendethera areas of Deua 
NP, Araluen NR and South East Forests NP. The 36ha area of Khan Unis is the 
largest infestation and highest priority. 
 
Control     
Control is generally undertaken by spot , boom spraying with appropriate chemicals. 
Aerial spraying has been utilised in the past in Deua NP and surrounding properties 
to control dense infestations. Most work is now undertaken by spot spraying due to 
low densities while chipping of isolated plants also occurs. However 36 ha in the 
Khan Unis area of Deua NP is programmed to be boom sprayed. Chipping  of 
isolated plants also occurs.Control works will be undertaken before the September-
December period prior to flowering.  
Where possible undertake control activities in conjunction with programs 
implemented by neighbouring landholders, landcare groups, councils and interstate 
groups. 

Investigate potential of re-vegetating areas to prevent further infestation, particularly 
on the open river flats along the Deua and Shoalhaven Rivers. 

Avoid fire management operations, where possible, in and adjacent to known 
populations to prevent further spread and invasion of burnt areas. 

Monitoring 
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Continual monitoring of potential new areas of infestation is to be done to allow for 
early responses should an infestation be recorded. Yearly pre work inspections of 
infested areas occur. Location, work completed and reducing areas are to be 
recorded in the yet to be developed weeds record data base. 

 
Bitou Bush-Chrysanthemoides monolifera 
Distribution 
Bitou Bush is restricted to coastal environments in the region and is present in Ben 
Boyd NP, Bournda NP, Mimosa Rocks NP, Broulee Island NR, EurbodallaNP and 
Illawong NR. Previous control plans have developed into a co-ordinated aerial and 
ground spraying program and an experimental program of burning linked to a Weeds 
Of National Significance Strategy Targeting the NSW coastline. 
 
Impacts 
Bitou Bush is declared noxious in NSW (W1, W2, W3) and is listed as a Weed of 
National Significance (WONS). Invasion of vegetation communities by Bitou Bush is 
listed as a Key Threatening Process under the TSC Act 1995. 
 
Bitou Bush is a highly invasive species. Invasion by this species leads to a decline in 
floral diversity as well as changes in the diversity of birds, mammals and insects. It 
can also radically alter the structure and function of plant communities. Stands of 
Bitou Bush may also harbour pest animals, which feed on and can spread the seeds 
of this species. 
 
Priorities for Control 
The Bitou Bush Threat Abatement Plan identifies priority sites for control  

Review previous control programs and implement any required changes  
Identify the appropriate control techniques for each site, which are environmentally 
sound and maximise native regeneration 
Maintain research links and information channels with coastal Bitou Bush groups 
Implementation of control programs at all high priority sites while developing 
increased co-operative neighbour and community group programs.  
Long established programs are proving successful through moving into less 
accessible areas and a reduction in the need for air spraying. 
Control Methods  
Various methods have been combined to control Bitou Bush in Far South Coast 
Region, including mechanical removal, chemical spraying from the ground and air, 
hand removal and the application of biological control agents. Agents released so for 
include Tip Moth, Seed Fly and several others.  
 
Monitoring 
Document the distribution and abundance of this species in the region and map on 
GIS. Prepare a basic monitoring program to evaluate the effectiveness of control 
programs. 13 years of control  has reduced 80% of infestation in Eurobodalla NP.  
 
 
Blackberry – Rubus fruticosus  
Distribution and abundance 
Blackberry is found in a number of locations throughout Far South Coast Region. 
Isolated infestations are known to occur in South East Forests NP, Biamanga NP, 
Ben Boyd NP, Bournda NP, Wadbilliga NP, Mimosa Rocks NP, Eurobodalla NP, 
Nadgee NR, Coolumbooka NR, Araluen NR, Bondi Gulf NR, Monga NP and SCA, 
Deua NP Nadgigomar NR, Gourock NP and Broulee Is NR. Significant infestation 
occurs in Nungatta Station area where continual spread into reserves is an issue and 
cooperative work is occurring. 
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Impacts 
Blackberry is declared noxious in NSW (W2/W3) and is listed as a Weed of National 
Significance (WONS). Blackberry is a very invasive species that easily excludes 
other plant species from forest and riparian environments thereby reducing 
biodiversity. Dense infestations also provide harbour for pest animals such as foxes, 
rabbits and feral pigs. 
 
Management objectives 
Identify and map blackberry infestations on NPWS managed lands (Note special 
project in the Nungatta area including off park locations) Treatment of blackberry 
infestations, with subsequent follow-up as per annual works programs is occurring. 
A reduction in isolated infestations of blackberry across the region, as indicated by 
annual monitoring is aimed for with a reduction in area of large infestations and a 
greater level of recording to allow for better control. 
 
Priorities for Control 
Priorities are the Nungatta /GRILCO catchment project in South East Forests as well 
as isolated infestations in remote/wilderness areas to prevent establishment followed 
by maintaining existing ongoing programs. 
 
Control  
Chemical application is the most effective, efficient and cost effective method to 
control populations of blackberry. A biological control agent, Rust Fungus, exists but 
seems to be of limited effectiveness. 
 
Monitoring 
Annual monitoring of treatment sites and enhance the recording of sites for future 
control  

 
 
Willow – Salix spp 
Distribution and abundance 
Willow infestations in the region are restricted to riparian areas in the South East 
Forests NP, Wadbilliga NP, Monga NP, Nadgigomar NR and Coolumbooka NR. 
 
Control programs have been undertaken in the South East Forests NP along the 
Genoa River in conjunction with similar programs conducted by Parks Victoria and 
Landcare as part of a “whole-of-catchment” approach. These programs have seen a 
substantial decrease in the population of willows along the river and only monitoring 
and follow-up work is required. Work is now focussing on the tributaries of the Genoa 
(White Rock River, Nungatta and Yambulla Creeks) to broaden these results across 
the entire catchment. 
 
A major control program was undertaken along the Brogo River in Wadbilliga NP in 
1996. This resulted in a major reduction in the distribution of willows and now only 
monitoring and follow-up works have 
 
Impacts 
Willows are declared noxious in NSW (W4) and are listed as a Weed of National 
Significance (except weeping and hybrid pussy willows). 
 
Willow populations are severely modifying riparian environments across the region. 
They colonise river and stream beds with potentially severe environmental and 
biological effects through the formation of dense stands of structurally unstable trees 
or shrubs with extensive, dense root mats.  
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Willows alter ecological processes including energy fluxes and nutrient cycling, water 
temperature and water quality as a result of breakdown of the massed autumn leaf 
fall. This can have dramatic impacts on aquatic flora and fauna communities. 
 
Priorities for control 

• Follow up programs in Genoa and Wadbilliga catchments.  
• Continue with control program in the South East Forests NP along the Genoa 

River and its tributaries in conjunction with other agencies as part of the 
Genoa River Interstate Liaison Committee (GRILCO). Undertake follow-up 
along the Towamba River in the South East Forests NP.  

• Monitor areas of previous control along the Brogo River in Wadbilliga NP and 
remove plants that were missed.  

• Develop a control program for willow infestations on the western boundary of 
Monga NP. 

• Map locations of willows along the section of the Coolumbooka River that 
bounds Coolumbooka Nature Reserve. 

• Investigate potential of developing a control program along the Coolumbooka 
River in conjunction with neighbours and other stakeholders including 
maintenance of areas where control has been undertaken from being re-
infested. 

• Establish programs for other populations where no control has been 
undertaken. 

Control  
Willow control is generally undertaken using poison applied by the cut and paint 
method. Other control methods include foliar spraying and stem injection. In remote 
areas such as the Brogo and Genoa Wilderness, helicopters have been used to 
deploy staff to undertake control works. 
 
Monitoring 
Annual aerial monitoring of all rivers with known willow populations and recording in 
GIS system (to be developed) 
 
 
Lantana- Lantana camara 
Distribution and abundance 
Limited infestations of lantana occur at Snake Island in Gulaga NP and Blackfellows 
Point and Billy’s Beach in Eurobodalla NP. An individual plant was known from the 
old Pambula tip adjacent to Ben Boyd NP. Many local coastal gardens contain 
varieties. 
 
Impacts 
Lantana is declared noxious in NSW (W2/W3) and is listed as a Weed of National 
Significance. 
 
Lantana is an aggressive invader of a range of environments. It eventually dominates 
and replaces natural vegetation leading to a reduction in biodiversity. Infestation can 
result in changes to floristic composition, fuel loads and burning patterns. It forms a 
dense impenetrable thicket that smothers native vegetation and also provides shelter 
for animal pests. 
 
Priorities for control 
This species is subject to the influence of climate change and may spread more 
readily making eradication a high priority. Continue and enhance current control 
programs in Eurobodalla NP and Gulaga NP to vigorously suppress and remove 
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known infestations. Any new occurrences are to be identified and programmed for 
eradication 
 
Control  
Single plants are generally removed by hand or mechanical device. Large 
infestations require an integrated approach using a combination of spraying with an 
appropriate herbicide, burning and biological control. Burning must be undertaken 
when the plants are actively growing. Control programs must include a follow-up 
component as lantana can quickly regenerate in treated areas. Investigate the 
potential use of biological control agents. 
 
Monitoring 
Monitor treated areas to prevent re-infestation as well as monitoring infestations 
adjacent to NPWS lands to prevent them from entering reserve areas 
 
 
Bridal Creeper-Asparagus aspasagoides 
Distribution and abundance 
Infestations are known to occur in the northern section of Ben Boyd NP, Snake Island 
and Dignam’s Creek in Gulaga NP, Broulee Is NR and several localities in 
Eurobodalla NP. 
 
Impacts 
Bridal creeper is declared noxious in NSW (W3/W4) and is listed as a weed of 
national significance. 
 
Bridal creeper threatens native vegetation by strongly competing for light, space, 
water and nutrients. Its shoots form a dense canopy that shades indigenous 
vegetation and its tubers create a thick barrier just below the soil surface that can 
inhibit the establishment of native seedlings. Bridal creeper poses a major threat to 
biodiversity and conservation due to the potential loss of indigenous species.  
 
Management objectives 

• Investigate and map current distribution of bridal creeper in the region. 

• Treat all known infestations with biological control agent. Follow up if required 
with physical removal and spraying. 

• Continue recording, treatment and monitoring of bridal creeper infestations as 
they occur making linkages with researchers from CSIRO. 

• Co-ordinate control programs with other agencies. 
 
Priorities for control 
Treatment undertaken on known populations in coastal reserves with denser 
infestations, using mainly bio-control then priority treatment of any new populations. 
 
Control 
Control of bridal creeper is generally undertaken by hand removal or spot spraying 
with a suitable herbicide. In recent years biological control has been trialled in several 
areas on the coast mainly in Ben Boyd NP and Eurbodalla NP and Broulee Is NR. 
Some localities use bush regeneration methods. 
 
Monitoring 
Appropriate recording of size and location of infested sites and bio-control releases. 
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Broom-Cistus scoparius 
Distribution and abundance 
Broom infestations are known from the Berlang area of Deua NP, the northern 
section of Ben Boyd NP and Majors Creek NR. 
 
Impacts 
Broom is declared noxious in NSW (W2). 
Broom is a highly invasive species and can completely smother surrounding 
vegetation. It is highly competitive and can inhibit the growth of many native species. 
Its seed remains viable for up to 80 years and rapidly germinates following 
disturbance. It is also encouraged to spread by fire. Dense thickets of broom also 
provide harbour for animal pests such as feral pigs, foxes and rabbits. 
 
Management objectives 
Contain and treat existing broom infestations, co-ordinate control programs with other 
agencies (particularly in Majors Creek NR to prevent re-infestation) and monitor 
treated areas to prevent re-infestation resulting in an overall reduction in the 
distribution of broom in the region. 

Control 
Control of broom is generally undertaken by spraying with an appropriate herbicide. 
Small infestations can be removed by hand. Advances have been made in recent 
years with regard to biological control. 
 
Priorities for Control 
Maintenance of programs in Majors Ck NR, Berlang and Deua. Majors Ck is in 
innnaccessable gorge and need to develop a program after upstream seed source 
has been contained   
 
Monitoring 
All known infestations are recorded and mapped and record unknown populations 
Regular recorded inspection of sites to monitor regeneration from seed. 
 
 
Fireweed-Senecio madagascariensis 
Distribution and abundance 
Fireweed has been recorded at a number of locations in Far South Coast Region.  
Infestations occur around Turingal Head, Scotts Bay and Apogee Gravel Pit site in 
Bournda NP while larger infestations occur at Gillards and Hidden Valley and the 
recently gazetted Goalen Head area in Mimosa Rocks NP and at Bingie in 
Eurobodalla NP. 
 
A small infestation is located in the Millingandi area of the South East Forests NP. A 
suspected small occurrence at Nunnock Swamp in the South East Forests NP has 
yet to be confirmed. Significant neighbouring infestations exist beside north-west 
Bournda NP where seed would readily establish after disturbance or canopy removal. 
 
Impacts 
Fireweed is declared noxious in NSW (W2/W3). 
 
Fireweed is an aggressive coloniser of disturbed areas. Heavy infestations can out-
compete native vegetation thereby reducing the biodiversity of an area. The plant can 
also be toxic to stock though the impact on native animals is unknown. 
 
Management objectives 
Achieve an overall reduction in fireweed distribution as indicated by monitoring and 
develop re-vegetation programs in control areas to help reduce re-infestation while 
re-investigate potential occurrence at Nunnock Swamp. Maintain ground cover in 
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recent additions to out-compete this species and visit sites to hand pull plants where 
appropriate.  
Note potential for invasion after wild fire and hazard reduction programs 
 
Priorities for control 

• Continue with current control programs in Eurobodalla NP and Mimosa Rocks 
NP. 

• Respond to new reports rapidly with hand pulling. 
 
Control  
Control of fireweed in natural areas is generally undertaken by spot-spraying or by 
hand removal. 
 
Monitoring 
Required across region and documenting in FSC GIS data base. 
 
 
MEDIUM PRIORITY WEEDS 
 
Sea Spurge-Euphorbia paralias 
Distribution and abundance 
Infestations of sea spurge are known from Nadgee NR, Ben Boyd NP, Biamanga NP, 
Bournda NP, Eurobodalla NP and Mimosa Rocks NP. 
 
Impacts 
The plant invades coastal dune systems and may affect nesting sites of shorebirds 
such as hooded plover. Mature plants may produce 5000 seeds a year which can 
stay viable for up to seven years. 
 
Management objectives 

• Known populations prevented from spreading and small infestations removed. 
• Continue to suppress populations of plants from beach/dune areas 
• Maintain programs with Conservation Volunteers Australia assistance and 

continue cross tenure coordination/liaison with council and landcare/coast 
care groups.  

• Record and map known and new locations. 
 
Priorities for control 
Nadgee Ben Boyd areas have been the priority however now moving to compliment 
and coordinate programs with councils and community groups.Need to follow up with 
regular maintenance due to ocean current spread. 
 
Control Methods 
Plants are generally removed manually by hand including the root. Use of gloves is 
required as the plant exudes a milky latex sap that may cause extreme skin irritation. 
The plant is then bagged and removed. 
 
Monitoring 
Monitoring has occurred for on park programs. There is a need for coordination with 
off park works. 
 

African Lovegrass-Eragrostis curvula 
Distribution and abundance 
African lovegrass is in low abundance, mainly restricted to disturbed roadside coastal 
areas in Mimosa Rocks NP and isolated occurrences in Bournda NP and Ben Boyd 
NP. 
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Impacts 
African lovegrass is declared noxious in NSW (W2/W3). 
 
African lovegrass easily colonises disturbed areas and readily competes with native 
grasses. Significant community control effort exists in the Bega Valley. Recent 
observations have included increased fire behaviour in intensity during burning 
infestations. 
Management Objectives 

• Overall reduction in the distribution of African lovegrass on NPWS estate by 
continuing to control existing populations and encouraging re-establishment 
of native species to limit re-infestation. 

• Ensure mowing and trail maintenance equipment is thoroughly washed down 
before leaving an area of known infestation. 

• Survey other areas to determine the presence of the species and maintain 
liaison with councils regarding infestations on park access areas.  

Priorities for control 
Continue to maintain programs in Ben Boyd and Bournda NP 
 
Control 
Control of African lovegrass is generally undertaken using spot-spraying or hand 
removal. 
 
Monitoring 
Monitoring by field staff during normal work. 
 
 
Paterson’s Curse-Echium plantagineum 
Distribution and abundance 
A small infestation is known from the Bendethera and Dry Creek area of Deua NP, 
Newtons in Nadgee NR and the boat club in Bournda NP. The potential for invasion 
around the Bega Valley exists from neighbouring properties. 
 
Impacts 
Paterson’s curse is declared noxious in NSW (W2/W3). 
 
Paterson’s curse is a prolific seeder which can produce over 30,000 seeds per 
hectare. The plant is quick to emerge and its high early growth rate allows out-
competing of other species. Seedlings can be so dense that they dominate other 
species and in winter the large roseate can shade and smother surrounding plants.  
The species has also been implicated in the health problems with stock as a result of 
it containing certain alkaloids. The effects of these alkaloids on native animals are 
unknown. 
 
Management objectives 
Eradication of all known populations. 
 
Priorities for control 
Continuing with current control programs in the South East Forests and Bournda NP 
and Deua NP and Nadgee NR. 
 
Control 
Control of Paterson’s curse is generally undertaken by spot-spraying. Isolated plants 
are also removed by hand. 
 
Monitoring 
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Monitor treatment sites to prevent re-infestation survey areas to identify new 
infestations. 
  

Blue Periwinkle-Vinca major 
Distribution and abundance 
A garden escapee, this species is usually found in association with derelict places. 
There are three known infestations in the South East Forests NP. There are two 
infestations in the vicinity of the Genoa River and one along the Tantawangalo 
Mountain Road at the lookout. 
Impacts 
Blue periwinkle forms a dense mat of vegetation, which out-competes other 
vegetation and can lead to the species dominating the understorey. Dense 
infestations can reduce the plant diversity of an area and significantly alter animal 
habitats. 
 
Management Objectives 
Eradication of blue periwinkle from Service estate.  
 
Priorities for control 

• Continue with current control programs in the Genoa section of the South 
East Forests NP.  

• Monitor treatment sites.  
  
Control 
Control of this species is undertaken by spot-spraying. Individual plants can be hand-
removed. 
 
Monitoring 
Monitor population on private in holding in the Tantawangalo section of the South 
East Forests NP to prevent its incursion into the reserve 
 
 
Tree of Heaven-Ailanthus altissima 
Distribution and abundance 
Infestations of Tree of Heaven occur in Deua, Monga and Bournda NP’s. This 
species may also be present on a small in holding along the Tantawangalo Mountain 
Road in the South East Forests NP. 
 
Impacts 
Tree of Heaven is declared noxious in NSW (W2/W3). 
 
Tree of Heaven rapidly invades disturbed land. It forms dense thickets from 
underground suckers and excludes native vegetation. 
  
Management objectives 
Eradication of known populations. 
 
Priorities for control 
Continue with current control programs and investigate potential occurrence in the 
South East Forests NP. Implement cooperative programs with adjoining free hold 
lands on the Deua River. 
 
Control 
Control is generally undertaken using the cut and paint method for larger trees 
however spraying thickets and smaller plants with an appropriate herbicide is used. 
 
Monitoring 
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Map area and works in pest management data base when developed. 
  
Pine wildlings-Pinus sp. 
Distribution and abundance 
Pine wilding infestations are found in both the north and south sections of Ben Boyd 
NP and in the Genoa and Waalimma sections of the South East Forests NP. Pine 
wildlings also occur in Coolumbooka NR, Nadgigomar NR and Bondi Gulf NR. 
 
Impacts 
Pines rapidly invade areas of bushland. Dense infestations of pine trees can reduce 
the biodiversity of an area by shading out other species. The dense mat of needles 
that develops beneath a stand of can change soil properties, is highly acidic and 
inhibits the growth of other vegetation and reduce the visual integrity and aesthetic 
quality of natural areas as they are an exotic species. 
  
Management objectives 
Reduced incidence of pine wildlings on Service estate. 
 
Priorities for control 

• Continue with program of removal from Ben Boyd NP (north).  
• Develop and implement a control strategy for Ben Boyd (south).  
• Map pine wildling infestations in Coolumbooka NR, Bondi Gulf NR and South 

East Forests NP.  
• Prepare and implement a control strategy for Bombala Area incorporating 

South East Forests NP, Coolumbooka NR and Bondi Gulf NR  
• Continue annual program of patrol, cut and paint in Nadgigomar NP 

 
Control 
Large established trees are generally fallen with a chainsaw, with smaller trees 
removed by hand utilising and axe or pruning shears. Spraying or cut and paste may 
be employed. High intensity fire may remove species permanently  
Monitoring 
Map area and works in pest management data base when developed 
 

Arum Lily-Zantedeschia aethiopica 
Distribution and abundance 
Arum lily infestations are known from the Haycock, Mowarry and Green Cape areas 
of Ben Boyd NP, Davidson Whaling Station HS and the Nadgee River flats in Nadgee 
NR. 
 
Impacts 
Arum lily competes with existing vegetation for nutrients, light and space. Dense 
infestations can replace ground cover species thereby reducing biodiversity. The 
plant is also toxic to animals and humans. 
 
Management objectives 
Eradication of known populations. 
 
Priorities for control 
Continue and enhance current control programs. 
 
Control 
Control of Arum lily is best undertaken by hand. Larger infestations can be treated by 
spraying with an appropriate herbicide. 
 
Monitoring 
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Monitor treatment sites to prevent further infestations and survey potential areas for 
new infestations. 
 
 
Kikuyu-Pennisetum clandestinum 
Distribution and abundance 
Kikuyu occurs in open grassland areas of Bournda NP, Eurobodalla NP and Mimosa 
Rocks NP. It also occurs in lomandra scrub on Montague Island NR. 
In Eurobodalla NP, Kikuyu is not removed as it is useful for protecting archaeological 
sites and areas bordering day use facilities. 
 
Impacts 
Kikuyu is a progressive invader of the lower strata of vegetation communities and is 
extremely competitive with native grass and groundcover species. It has the potential 
to completely dominate grassland areas and low shrubland communities. On 
Montague Island, kikuyu is also posing a serious threat to the nesting habitat of 
important seabird colonies. 
  
Management Objectives 
A reduction in the area of known populations and to continue and enhance current 
programs. 
 
Priorities for control 
A control plan has been developed for kikuyu on Montague Island . 

• Monitor treatment sites to prevent re-infestation.  
• Develop re-vegetation programs for treatment sites 

 
Control 
Control of kikuyu is generally undertaken by spraying with an appropriate herbicide. 
Hand pulling of small pockets is effective though labour intensive. Experimental use 
of fire has also been used in Montague Island. 
 
Monitoring 
Update mapping of known infestations and continue with Montague island monitoring 
program. 

 
 
Pampas grass-Cortaderia selloana 
Distribution and abundance 
Small infestations of pampas grass are known from Bournda NR, Eagle’s Claw NR, 
Mimosa Rocks NR and Nadgee NR. 
 
Impacts 
Pampas grass is declared noxious in NSW (W2). 
Pampas grass is an extremely invasive species and rapidly colonises disturbed 
areas. It is capable of completely smothering all other plants in the understorey and 
creating a dangerous fire hazard. 
 
Management objectives 
Eradication of known populations. 
 
Priorities for control 
Continue current programs and monitor sites to prevent reinfestation. 
 
Control 
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Control of pampas grass is generally undertaken by spraying with an appropriate 
herbicide. Physical or mechanical removal is also taken. If seed heads occur on the 
plant they must also be removed as they contain large quantities of wind blown seed. 
  
Monitoring: Monitor treatment areas to reduce re-occurrence. 
 
 
Nodding thistle -Cardus nutans 
Distribution and abundance 
Nodding thistle is widespread in the grazing country of the tablelands. One small 
infestation is known from the Coolangubra section of the South East Forests NP. 
Impacts 
Nodding Thistle is declared noxious in NSW (W2/W3). 
 
Nodding Thistle is an aggressive competitor in grassland areas. Dense patches can 
harbour pest species and inhibit the movement of animals. Seldom reaches a 
dominant state in native pastures due to low levels of nitrogen and phosphorus. 
 
Management objectives 
Eradication of known occurrences and treat new infestations rapidly to prevent 
establishment. 
  
Priorities for control 
Continue with current control program in the South East Forests NP. 
 
Control 
Isolated plants are removed by hand. Larger infestations are treated by spraying with 
an appropriate herbicide. 
Control programs undertaken to date have relied solely on hand removal. Chemical 
application has not been required. 
 
Monitoring 
Monitor sites for reinfestation 
 
 
Scotch thistle-Onopordum acanthium 
Distribution and abundance 
Known infestations of scotch thistle are located in Bournda NP along Turingal Head 
road, Mimosa Rocks NP at Cowdroys and Moon Bay, and South East Forests NP. 
Impacts 
Scotch Thistle is declared noxious in NSW (W2/W3). 
Scotch Thistle readily establishes in disturbed areas and pastures. It is a prolific 
seeder and seed remains viable in the soil for a long time. 
 
Management objectives 
Eradication of known occurrences.  
 
Priorities for control 
Continue with current control programs and treat new infestations rapidly to prevent 
establishment. 
 
Control 
Isolated plants are generally removed by hand. Larger infestations are treated by 
spraying with an appropriate herbicide. 
 
Monitoring 
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Monitor known areas in spring and control before seed heads have developed. 
Follow-up  sites for treatment if required. 
 
 
St Johns Wort-Hypericum perforatum 
Distribution and abundance: Small infestations of St John’s Wort are known from 
the Bendethera area of Deua NP and from Araluen NR. It is also widespread in 
agricultural areas of the region. 
 
Impacts: St John’s Wort is declared noxious in NSW (W2/W3). 
St John’s Wort contains substances known to cause illness in stock. The effect of 
these substances on native fauna is unknown. This species is capable of infesting 
large areas of open country, particularly the understorey of eucalypt woodlands. 
 
Management objectives: Eradication of known infestations 
 
Priorities for control: Continue with current control programs and spray before 
flowering.Investigate potential of re-vegetating treatment areas to prevent re-
infestation. 
Control: Isolated plants are generally removed by hand, preferably before they have 
seeded. Larger infestations are treated by spraying with an appropriate herbicide. 
There are several herbicides which control St Johns Wort. The optimum stage of 
growth for spraying occurs in spring when plants are about 45cm and actively 
growing. In the flowering stage glyphosate is effective. Effective long-term control of 
extensive infestations has been achieved using biological control agents. Biological 
control exists in the form of the Chrysolina insect.  
 
Monitoring: Monitor treatment sites and follow-up if required. 
  
 
Crofton Weed-Ageratina adenophora 
Distribution and abundance: Occurrences of Crofton Weed are known in Bellbird 
NR as well as North Head, Eden Tip and Hegarty’s Bay areas of Ben Boyd NP and 
Brown Mountain in South East Forests NP. 
 
Impacts: Crofton Weed is an aggressive invader of disturbed areas. Once 
established, seedlings tolerate shade and grow rapidly. It produces a large volume of 
windborne seed that can be carried long distances and is highly toxic to horses. 
 
Management objectives: Eradication of known infestations. 
 
Priorities for control: Map all known infestations and treat new infestations as a 
priority. Expand current programs and spray with residual herbicide.  
 
Control: Small areas of scattered plants are generally removed by hand. Larger 
infestations are treated by spraying with an appropriate herbicide.  
 
Monitoring: Monitor treatment sites and follow-up if required 
 
 
Cape tulip-Moraea sp. 
Distribution and abundance: Infestations of cape tulip are known from Corunna 
Point and Jindamar Beach in Eurobodalla NP. 
 
Impacts: Cape Tulip is declared noxious in NSW (W2/W3). 
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Infestations of this species can become extremely dense with up 7000 corms per 
square metre, thereby excluding most other groundcover species from an area. It is 
also highly toxic to animals. 
 
Management objectives: Eradication of known populations has been achieved. 
 
Priorities for control: Continue to monitor and continue current control programs if 
required. 
 
Control: Control is undertaken by spraying with an appropriate herbicide. Follow-up 
work over several years is necessary as much of the seed stock stay dormant in the 
soil. 
 
Monitoring: Monitor treatment sites and follow-up as required 
 
 
Morning Glory-Ipomoea sp. 
Distribution and abundance: A population of Morning Glory is known from Ben 
Boyd NP around Pambula Beach. 
 
Impacts: Morning glory is an invasive species. Its twinning stems can form large 
blankets that smother native vegetation. 
 
Management objectives: Reduced infestations of morning glory in Ben Boyd NP. 
 
Priorities for control: Continue with current programs 
 
Control: Small infestations can be removed by hand ensuring all nodes are taken. 
Larger areas can be treated with the cut and paint technique. 
 
Monitoring Monitor sites for follow up requirements 
 
 
Chinese Privet-Ligustrum sinense & lucidium 
Distribution and abundance 
A small infestation is known from the Nadgee River flat in Nadgee NR and a small 
infestation in the Burra Creek area of Deua NP. 
  
Impacts Dense stands of privet prevent other plants from surviving or establishing 
partly by over-shading and partly by competing for moisture and nutrients. It sets 
seed in enormous quantities and is an aggressive invader of disturbed land. 
 
Management objective Eradication of known infestation. 
 
Priorities for control: Treat known infestation. 
  
Control: Seedlings are physically removed by hand. Larger plants are treated with 
the cut and paint technique and spraying with an appropriate herbicide. 
 
Monitoring: Monitor treatment sites and follow-up where required. 
 
 
Cape Gooseberry-Physalis viscosa 
Distribution and abundance;Small infestations are known from the Newtons area in 
Nadgee NR and Davidson Whaling Station HS. 
 
Impacts: Cape gooseberry is declared noxious in NSW (W2/W3). 
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When established this plant is known to compete with other vegetation for moisture 
and nutrients. It also suspected of being poisonous to stock. 
 
Management objectives: Eradication of known populations. 
 
Priorities for control: eat all known infestations. 
 
Control: Chemical application is very effective.  
 
Monitoring: Monitor treatment sites and follow-up if required 
 

African Boxthorn-Lycium ferocissimum 
Distribution and abundance: A small infestation is known from the Green Cape 
area of Ben Boyd NP. 
 
Impacts: African boxthorn is declared noxious in NSW (W2/W3). 
African boxthorn can be an aggressive invader in areas where soil disturbance 
occurs. High soil reserves of dormant seed can germinate under ideal conditions. In 
dense thickets the spines can cause damage to animals and inhibit their movement. 
They also provide excellent cover for rabbit warrens and may harbour fruit fly. 
 
Management objectives: Eradication of all known infestations. 
Monitor treatment sites and follow-up if required. 

Priorities for control: All known infestations have been treated 
 
Control: Physical removal and burning is the most effective technique for removal. 
Sprayed plants may die but can still provide harbour to pests such as rabbits. If 
physical removal is not possible than the cut and paint method can be employed. 
 
Monitoring: Monitor treatment sites, record in yet to be developed database. 
 
 
Myrtleleaf Milkwort-Polygala myrtifolia 
Distribution and abundance: A population of this species is known at the Pambula 
River mouth in Ben Boyd NP. 
 
Impact: Myrtle leaf milkwort competes with native shrubs and shades out native 
ground flora reducing the integrity of bushland. 
 
Management objectives: Contain the spread of this species and reduce the size of 
known infestations. 
 
Priorities for control: Develop control program for population in Ben Boyd NP. 
 
Control: Control is undertaken by hand pulling or spraying with an appropriate 
herbicide. 
 
Monitoring: Monitor treatment sites to prevent re-infestation. 
 
 
Sweet Briar-Rosa rubiginosa 
Distribution: An infestation of sweet briar is known to occur on the northern side of 
Araluen NR and on Nungatta Station whish is surrounded by SEF NP. 
Impacts: Sweet Briar is declared noxious in NSW (W2/W3). 
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Heavy infestations of sweet briar may completely dominate understorey plants and 
may prevent access. It appears to have chemical properties that can suppress 
growth of other plants nearby. Its prickly nature can deter animals and it can provide 
refuge for pest species.  
Management objectives: Reduction of occurrence of sweet briar in Araluen NR 
Priorities for control: Map the distribution of the species in Araluen NR. 
Develop control program for infestation in Araluen NR. 
Control: Control of sweet briar is generally undertaken by mechanical removal of 
bushes or spraying with an appropriate herbicide. Recommend Basal Bark 
application for bushes up to 5cm diameter with stems saturated up to 30cm from 
ground level. Fully matured bushes should be cut off close to ground level and stump 
treated immediately. Mixture rate should be one part Garlon 600 to thirty parts diesel. 
Alternatively ‘Brush-Off’ applied as an overall spray can be used. 
Monitoring: Map extent and record works in pest data base and maintain vigilance 
around Nungatta Station for movements into reserve areas. 
 
 
Hemlock-Conium maculatum 
Distribution: A small infestation of hemlock is known at the Bakers Flat camping 
area in Deua NP. 
Impacts: Hemlock is declared noxious in NSW (W2/W3, is poisonous to humans and 
animals. 
Management objectives: Eradication of known populations. 
Priorities for control: Continue with current control program. 
Control: Individual plants are generally removed by hand. Larger infestations are 
treated by spot-spraying with an appropriate herbicide at any stage before flowering. 
Monitoring: Monitor treated sites and follow-up if required. 
 

LOW PRIORITY 
 
Prickley Pears-Opuntia spp. 
Distribution and abundance: Infestations of prickly pear are present in Araluen NR, 
Deua NP, Eagle’s Claw NR and Eurobodalla NP. 
Impacts: Prickly Pears are declared noxious in NSW (W4f). 
This plant is particularly invasive and patches of prickly pear grow densely, forming 
impenetrable barriers that can dominate the understorey of bushland areas. The 
sharp spines can cause injury to animals. Patches also provide harbour for pest 
animals such as rabbits. 
Management objectives: Limit spread of known infestations and reduce overall 
population. 
Priorities for control: Continue to strategically release control agents into the region 
as needed and Treat small infestations in conjunction with other programs. 
Control: Effective biological control agents are available. Physical removal or 
herbicide application can also be employed. 

Monitoring: Regular check for re establishment, record works in database 
 
 
Coral Tree-Erythrina sp 
Distribution and abundance: Occurrences of this species are known from the 
Wamban Creek area of Deua NP and Moruya South Head and Pedro Swamp in 
Eurobodalla NP. 
Impacts: Coral Tree is declared noxious in NSW (W4b) 
Coral trees can easily drop limbs making them hazardous around recreational areas. 
The dropped limbs eventually take root and can form dense clumps if untreated. 
Management objectives: Reduction in the occurrence of coral trees from known 
locations. 
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Priorities for control: Continue with current control programs  
Control: Frilling or cut and paint using herbicide, ensuring the remainder of the tree 
is disposed of appropriately to prevent re-shooting. 
Monitoring: Record works, enter in pest data base 
 
Dolichos Pea (Dipogon lignosus) 
Distribution and abundance: Small infestation of Dolichos Pea is known at Nadgee 
Flat within Nadgee Wilderness Area. 
Impacts: This vigorous twining herb is able to smother surrounding shrubs and trees.  
Can become very invasive after disturbance such as fires etc. 
Management objectives: Removal of known populations 
Priorities for control: Develop and implement trials/continue works 
Control:  Trials to be set up to determine which are the more successful technique 
spot spray or cut and paint. 
Monitoring: Monitor treated site and follow up if required. 
 
Emerging pests and other low priority weeds not detailed include 
Phytopthera 
Asparagus fern 
Privet 
Whisky grass 
Calurpa  
Wandering jer 
Ivy groundsel 
Great mullein 
Turkey rubarb 
Cape weed 
Moth vine 
Stinking roger 
Easter cassie 
Sisal 
Agapanthus 
Cordyline congesta 
Yucca 
Fleabane 
Ink weed 
Potato vine 
Black passionfruit 
Paspalum 
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Appendices 
 
This template has been compiled to be as brief as reasonably possible.  It is 
anticipated that individual regions will have a requirement to provide additional or 
more detailed information. In that case it is recommended that this be provided in the 
form of appendices to the strategy and that they be referred to in the text.  
Appendices may include, and are not limited to: 
• Summary of priority pest programs 
• Significant species 
• Key Threatening Processes 
• Regional Achievements 
• Emerging pest issues 
• List of Noxious Weeds-Listed for council areas in weed tables 
• Flow chart, or diagram, illustrating linkages with other plans 
• Communication Strategy or consultation process 
 
An example of a consultation process for the development and approval of regional 
pest management strategies (based on process developed by Blue Mountains 
Region) is appended below: 
 
Internal consultation 
 
All relevant staff need to be involved in the development of the regional strategy. 
 
Review existing strategies 
As a first step, existing pest strategies in the region should be reviewed. These 
strategies may include: 
• the existing Regional Pest Management Strategy; 
• the weed and pest animal sections of relevant Catchment Action Plans; 
• Local council weed (and where they occur) pest animal plans; 
• Pest animal plans for the local Rural Lands Protection Board; 
• Other relevant plans. 
 
This review will help identify local/regional priorities for pest animal and weed control 
 
Hold Area workshops 
To gain ownership of the regional strategy, all relevant staff, especially Area 
Managers, should be involved in its preparation.  One way to ensure this occurs is to 
hold a workshop in each Area in the Region.  
 
The workshops should review pest animal and weed programs within each Area.  
The status of each pest and weed program should be discussed and Area-wide 
priorities identified for inclusion in the strategy. 
 
Preparation of an initial draft strategy 
After completion of the workshops, the Pest Management Officer, or other relevant 
officer should prepare a draft strategy based on the state-wide template and the 
priorities developed at the workshops.  Copies of the draft regional strategy should 
then be circulated to all Area Managers and the Regional Operations Coordinator for 
comment. 
 
Comments should also be sought from key stakeholder group contacts (for example, 
local RLPB rangers and Council weed officers) and the Regional Advisory Committee 



 

 DRAFT FSC Region Pest Management Strategy 
 Page 48 

before a revised draft is prepared.  The draft needs to be endorsed by the Regional 
Manager and Branch Director before the strategy is released for public comment. 
 
Public consultation 
 
Release of draft Regional Pest Management Strategy for public comment 
 
A copy of the draft strategy should be made available for public comment for a period 
of six weeks.  The procedure for doing this may vary from Branch to Branch but as a 
guide should involve the following: 
• posting on the NPWS web site 
• making a hard copy available in appropriate Regional and Area offices 
• send hard copies to key stakeholders including, but not restricted to, relevant 

local councils, RLPBs, CMAs, the NPWS Regional Advisory Committee; other 
key stakeholders in the Region. 

 
Revise and prepare final Regional Pest Management Strategy 
Prepare the final strategy to address useful comments made during the public 
exhibition process.  Final copies are to be approved by the Regional Manager and 
Branch Director.  
 
Distribution of copies 
The number of copies to be printed will vary from region to region but the following 
should receive a hard copy by direct mail 
• Branch Director 
• Regional Manager 
• All Area Managers in the region 
• all Rangers in the region 
• Regional Operations Coordinator, 
• Regional Pest Management Officer, 
• each library within the region, 
• PWD library in Hurstville, 
• Pest Management Unit in RWC Branch at Hurstville; 
• each member of the NPWS Regional Advisory Committee 
• one copy to each local council in the region 
• one copy to each RLPB in the region 
• one copy to each CMA in the region 
copies to other key stakeholder groups. 
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