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___________________________________________________________ 

Submission on Draft Biodiversity Conservation Investment 
Strategy 2017 – 2037 and the Draft NSW National Parks System 
Directions Statement 2017 
 
Submission by the Gondwana Rainforests of Australia World 
Heritage Area Community Advisory Committee 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Background 

The Gondwana Rainforests of Australia World Heritage Area (Gondwana Rainforests) is a serial cross-
jurisdictional World Heritage property, listed for its value to the global community, meeting the 
following criteria for listing:  

Criterion viii:  to be outstanding examples representing major stages of earth's history, 
including the record of life, significant on-going geological processes in the development of 
landforms, or significant geomorphic or physiographic features; 

Criterion ix: to be outstanding examples representing significant on-going ecological and 
biological processes in the evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and 
marine ecosystems and communities of plants and animals; 

Criterion x:  to contain the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ 
conservation of biological diversity, including those containing threatened species of 
outstanding universal value from the point of view of science or conservation. 

The Gondwana Rainforests advisory committee (Community Advisory Committee), provides advice 
to the ministers with responsibilities for World Heritage management and protection.  

Submission points 

Members of the Gondwana Rainforests Community Advisory Committee have reviewed the Draft 
Biodiversity Conservation Investment Strategy 2017- 2037 and NSW National Parks System 
Directions Statement.    These significant documents clearly highlight the direction that will be taken 
to acquire land for addition to the protected area estate across New South Wales, based on a 
prioritisation framework.   The committee applauds both the short and long term planning initiatives 
and their commitment to meeting the Aichi target 11. 

The documents also demonstrate a cost effective method by which decisions will be made to build 
the state’s biodiversity, protect the existing values, provide opportunities for community, and 
highlight the ecosystem services that will be provided by a targeted approach.    

By dividing the regions into bioregions and then into subregions, and then high priority landscapes 
clearly demonstrates how a comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve system can be 
prioritised and achieved and hopefully, easier to monitor and maintain.  
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The Draft Biodiversity Conservation Investment Strategy 2017-2037:   The concepts put 
forward in the Strategy appear worthwhile.  The guiding principle of the Strategy is that 'areas of 
high environmental value should be prioritised'.  However, we find that there is no concern with any 
historical, prehistoric and cultural (both Aboriginal and European) values that the landscape might 
possess.  The physical landscape is ignored entirely, despite the fact that this may play a 
fundamental role in the nature of the biological environment.   We believe it would be valuable to 
cast the net wider to include these values. 

Connecting landscapes through private conservation programs:  The Strategy will guide 
the Biodiversity Conservation Trust to deliver a comprehensive private land conservation program 
which will complement/guide the NSW National Parks System Directions Statement.   Conservation 
of private land is important for protecting biodiversity.   

Firstly though,  a state-wide corridors strategy needs to be undertaken which will allow targeted 
landholders to build those corridors identified in the Strategy, that is, a hub and spoke system linking 
multiple unviable reserves/ecosystems to enhance their potential to function as they should - 
through private land, thence forming multiple hubs to connect with the Great Eastern Ranges 
Corridor. 

As most of the National Park estate remains presently in small isolated islands (reserves), the ability 
of the system to conserve habitats, ecosystems, plant and animal species is severely impacted.   A 
recent review of the Bongil Bongil NP Plan of Management exposed a reluctance to include mention 
of a linking corridor from Bongil Bongil to Bindarri NP as being politically sensitive, when the health, 
genetic diversity and well-being of arguably the State’s most viable Koala population is at stake.  If 
that tiny link were to be made, two coastal Koala populations at Coffs Harbour and Port Macquarie 
would be linked, and thus remain potentially viable into the future. 

Environmental Accounting:  The Statement makes a reasonable case for the economic impacts, 
linkages, interactions and benefits between the environment, the economy and the community and 
so should improve decision-making.   It highlights a system of environmental-economic accounting 
for the ecosystem services provided by a healthy environment such as  provisioning and production 
of food and water;  regulating, controlling and mitigating floods, droughts and land degradation; 
supporting nutrient cycles and crop pollination as well as cultural, spiritual, recreational, religious, 
other non-material benefits. These links are poorly understood by most sectors of the community, 
business, and governance, so hopefully this type of accounting will start a change of direction in 
planning for better environmental outcomes into the future.  

 

The Draft NSW National Parks Systems Directions Statement 

Saving our Species investment in threatened, vulnerable, and endangered species within the 
Gondwana Rainforests of Australia World Heritage Area would be a wise venture that would support 
the Federal Government’s responsibility to uphold the Outstanding Universal Value of this World 
Heritage Area.  To date, very little has been proposed to happen in this area, and the advisory 
committees have a number of research scientists who can provide information and data that would 
assist in saving species there. 

Monetary Incentive:  Incentives are important in the private sector to encourage investment in 
ecological sustainability and mitigation of climate change impacts.  The Statement sets clear 
priorities where this money needs to be directed.  
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Creating predator-proof exclosures on park: Predator proof exclosures have been 
demonstrated to cause severe imbalances in ecosystems as the natural flow of species is either 
interrupted or completely halted.  Investment dollars would be better spent on more intense and 
diverse cross tenure invasive species control programs. 

 “As social expectations change it is vital that public land management approaches 
change to meet them.  The national parks system will continue to be the 
foundation of conservation. The question is, what can be built on this foundation 
to ensure our environment and heritage is valued, protected, enjoyed and supports 
a prosperous and healthy New South Wales.”  Does this commentary forecast the 
continued laying out of “red carpet” ease of approval for private investment and developments in 
National Parks?  Private investment will not fund or fulfil the obligations NPWS has to maintain our 
National Parks into the future.  Those dollars will go out to the investors’ pockets.  The Development 
Application process as it currently stands provides subtle approval to investors to build on park, even 
before adequate E.I.S. is done.  This must change to ensure adequate measures are in place for 
approved developments before they are constructed.   Development Applications on or 
neighbouring Parks require careful consideration of their possible longterm impacts on the 
environment.  The Committee feels promotion of such developments will break down  ongoing 
healthy existence of the landscape and species that need complex ecosystems to survive into the 
future.   

Regional Priorities – Coast and coastal bioregions  (Page 28): Table 2 (Regional Priorities) 
does not tell what the (2) landscapes are lacking to meet the national target nor does it tell what the 
percentage of representativeness of those landscapes is in the table.  

 

The Gondwana Rainforests of Australia Community Advisory Committee appreciates the opportunity 
to provide advice on aspects of the proposal, and would be happy to provide further clarification or 
advice, as required. 
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