
 

 

 

 
NSW Office of Environment and Heritage       15/12/2017  
Conservation Programs Branch 
Level 12  
PO Box A290  
Sydney South NSW 2000 
 
Dear Madam/Sir 
 
Submission to the Draft Biodiversity Conservation Investment Strategy 2017-2037 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the Draft Biodiversity Conservation Investment 

Strategy 2017-2037. I make this submission in my capacity as Greens NSW Spokesperson for the 

Environment. 

The Greens NSW policy on Biodiversity supports implementing incentives and regulations to encourage both 

private landholders and leaseholders to conserve and restore habitat for biodiversity protection purposes 

and for the provision of environmental services. However, it is very clear that the draft strategy, and indeed 

the whole framework of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 will fail to deliver for the environment due 

to significant flaws in its conception and design.   

The Government’s Draft Biodiversity Conservation Investment Strategy has a $240 million budget allocation 

over five years and $70 million each year after that but lacks key elements to ensure that these funds help 

with environmental conservation because there are no requirements for biodiversity protection in 

perpetuity and there is a lack of information on how compliance or desired outcomes will be managed. I am 

deeply concerned that this will not deliver effective environmental outcomes.  

The Greens NSW are of the opinion that permanent conservation of land should be the political and financial 

priority alongside strong regulations to protect the environment from land clearing, with incentives for 

private land holders being an important complementary policy. It is clear through this policy, and the 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 and the Local Land Services Amendment Act 2016, that the NSW 

Government is not prioritising the permanent conservation of nature.  

Below are details of specific concerns and recommendations to address these. 

1. Lack of Biodiversity Protection in Perpetuity. 

Whilst the Draft Strategy has multiple references to “investment”, it is never made clear what form that 

investment will take. One can only assume that the intent is for the Biodiversity Conservation Trust to enter 

into ‘Conservation Agreements’ as per Division 3 of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016.  

However, Division 3 is extremely vague and does not provide any minimum standards for environmental 

protection that could become part of the agreement, including the area to which the agreement applies, and 

it can be varied at any time. Even more concerning is the fact that there is no requirement for the land to be 

preserved in perpetuity and it can be protected for the “period set out in the agreement”. The agreement 



 

 

 

can also be terminated at any time by arrangement between the Biodiversity Conservation Trust and the 

land owners, or in any such manner specified within the agreement. 

This could lead to a situation where hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars being are spent and no 

additional land is being permanently protected. There is no justification for the ability to terminate 

conservation agreements that protect ecologically valuable land, which can then become subject the land 

clearing laws.  

Recommendation 1.1 

All conservation agreements entered into under the Biodiversity Conservation Investment Strategy must: 

 protect the environment in perpetuity and be unable to be cancelled except in exceptional 

circumstances; and 

 not have the capacity to be terminated except under exceptional circumstances. 

 

2. No Information on monitoring compliance or outcomes 

There is nothing in this Draft Strategy to guide the monitoring and evaluation of environmental outcomes as 

a result of these investments. Given that this strategy will guide hundreds of millions of dollars of public 

funding, it is crucial to ensure that this money is effectively spent and the Government is accountable for the 

outcomes achieved.  

Recommendation 2.1 

The strategy must include a rigorous monitoring and evaluation framework, with verifiable outcome 

indicators to evaluate the investments. 

Recommendation 2.2 

The results of the monitoring and evaluation must be reported to the public and NSW Parliament on an 

annual basis.  

 

3. No protection of environmental areas under threat from mining and urban growth 

The Draft Investment Strategy specifically states that investment in areas that are likely to be developed for 

mining or urban growth should be avoided. This is completely unacceptable, as these areas are by definition 

the most likely to be cleared in the short them. If an area has the environmental values to justify investment, 

then that investment must occur regardless of urban growth or mining potential. In fact, preserving 

environmentally significant places in areas of urban growth will provide complementary outcomes for the 

community.  

Recommendation 3.1 

The prohibition on conservation agreements over land that is likely to be developed for urban growth or 

mining purposes must be removed.  

 

 



 

 

 

4. SEPP 44 is currently an inadequate indicator of core koala habitat. 

To date, only six Local Government Areas (LGAs) have approved Koala management plans under State 

Environmental Planning Policy No 44—Koala Habitat Protection. These LGAs are Ballina, Bellingen,  Kempsey, 

Lismore , Coffs Harbour  and Port Stephens. This means there are no mapped Koala habitat management 

plans in large parts of the state, especially in Southern and Western NSW.  

This issue has been raised repeatedly with the NSW Government and still has not been resolved. Koala 

habitat needs to be mapped and local councils supported to develop koala management plans.  

Recommendation 4.1 

All local councils with koala populations (or koala) must be supported to develop Koala management plans 

under State Environmental Planning Policy No 44—Koala Habitat Protection.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or my office for further information. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

  

Dr Mehreen Faruqi MLC 

Greens NSW Environment Spokesperson. 

 
 


