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Meeting Summary 
Kosciuszko Wild Horse Scientific and Community 
Advisory Panels  
Tuesday 3 March 2020 

The Kosciuszko Wild Horse Community Advisory Panel was formed under the Kosciuszko 
Wild Horse Heritage Act 2018 to provide advice on the preparation of a draft wild horse 
heritage management plan.  

The Kosciuszko Wild Horse Scientific Advisory Panel was formed by the Minister for 
Energy and Environment to provide independent scientific and technical advice to the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service to prepare a draft wild horse heritage management 
plan.  

Both panels met for an extraordinary combined meeting via telephone. The purpose of the 
meeting was to enable the panels to provide advice on the post-fire control of wild horses.  

Purpose of the meeting 
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) convened the meeting to gather advice from the 
Community Advisory Panel (CAP) on the post-fire control advice developed by the Scientific 
Advisory Panel (SAP). NPWS initially requested the advice from the SAP to minimise the impact of 
horses on the landscape, which is recovering after the summer 2019/20 bushfires. The meeting 
also offers an opportunity for CAP members to ask SAP members about their advice. Post-fire 
control will commence in April.  

Post-fire control advice from the SAP 
The SAP considers the post-fire control as an opportunity to trial recommendations and uncover 
sensitive issues in preparation for the new wild horse heritage management plan. It acknowledges 
there has been debate from the CAP and community over population estimates. However, the 
post-fire control advice includes recommendations for smaller scale monitoring of population in 
each management area, which can involve the CAP and potentially the community. Control 
methods recommended are passive trapping and a mustering trial (aerial and ground). The SAP 
are seeking comment from the CAP on the management area boundaries, rate of population 
increase and population numbers in each management area in particular.  

Post-fire control advice discussion 
The SAP answered a number of questions from the CAP on the post-fire control advice. Topics 
included: 
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• Management area boundaries

• Identification, extent and evidence of environmental impacts

• Recolonisation of management areas

• Horse heritage areas

• Population growth rates

• Population surveys

• Priority environmental assets

• Fertility control

• Rehoming

• Translocation of horses

• Fencing of the Snowy Mountains Highway

Only one management area (Nungar Plain area) was identified for the complete removal of horses 
by the SAP. Reduction was recommended in the other two areas. There is an ability to refine 
management area boundaries to account for horse heritage values. Management areas were 
formulated by the SAP by considering a number of factors including threatened fauna, the 
presence of bogs, fens and streams, fire impacts, and the recommendations of the 2016 draft 
Kosciuszko Wild Horse Management Plan.  

The CAP and SAP will progress a number of actions from the meeting related to: 

• maximising rehoming

• progressing fertility control

• refining management area boundaries to account for horse heritage values

• producing a plain-English summary of the negative impacts caused by horses in the
park

• population survey methodologies and ways to involve the community and the panels in
monitoring

• feasibility of translocation

• a site visit by both panels to the management areas

The CAP and SAP may provide additional advice prior to the commencement of control in April. 

Next joint meeting of the CAP and SAP 
Friday 3 April 2020 in Queanbeyan. 

 


