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Meeting Summary
Kosciuszko Wild Horse Scientific Advisory Panel
Thursday 2 April 2020
The Kosciuszko Wild Horse Scientific Advisory Panel was formed by the Minister for
Energy and Environment to provide independent scientific and technical advice to the
National Parks and Wildlife Service to prepare a draft wild horse heritage management
plan.
The panel met via video conferencing for its fourth meeting. A face-to-face meeting was not
possible due to COVID-19 related health restrictions.

Outstanding matters from previous meetings
A site visit of the Community and Scientific Advisory Panels to view the post-fire management
areas was scheduled for March but was postponed due to COVID-19 related health restrictions.
The panel will work on providing additional information to the Community Advisory Panel to
address their outstanding questions on the panel’s post-fire control advice.

Control options
As part of an assessment of all control options, the panel met with officers from National Parks
and Wildlife Service (NPWS) experienced with devising protocols for and shooting feral pigs and
deer. The panel discussed methods of shooting animals including how to ensure the best animal
welfare outcomes, limitations such as terrain and vegetation, and ways to confirm death. The
panel will work on a proposal to trial additional methods of control that may be required to achieve
population reduction goals.

Finalising advice to the Minister
The panel will work towards drafting their advice to the Minister for Energy and Environment. The
advice will include information related to post-fire control and the new wild horse heritage
management plan.
The panel acknowledged the importance of its advice to the Community Advisory Panel in
developing its own advice to the Minister. The panel will present its draft advice to the Community
Advisory Panel at the next combined meeting of both panels.

Monitoring
The panel met with Professor Hugh Durrant-Whyte, Deputy Chair of the Community Advisory
Panel, to discuss the use of drones in population monitoring. The panel highlighted the need for
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the inclusion of other forms of population monitoring, such as dung transect surveys, to support
the drone monitoring results. The panel discussed the suite of monitoring required, including
Aboriginal heritage and animal welfare.

Questions from the Community Advisory Panel
The panel answered the following questions from the 14 February 2020 meeting of the Community
Advisory Panel:
•
•
•

Identification of future management areas
Viable horse populations in each management area
Extrapolation of population estimates to smaller management areas

•

Statistically significant population surveys undertaken on horseback

Next meetings
To be scheduled once the panel’s advice to the Minister has been drafted over the next few
weeks.
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