
Anonymous User just submitted the survey 'Make a submission' with the responses below. 

Please add your comments here:  

Having attended the information session in Bega and read the NSW Chief Scientist and 
Engineer's report, I'm appalled that the loss of habitat through industrial logging of our native 
forests, mainly for low value woodchips, has received such little attention, apart from one 
mention of it being a threat to koalas. I live on the far south coast of NSW where koalas were 
once plentiful but are now down to numbers less that 100. Creating an isolated area in the 
Bermagui/Murrah area for the recovery of our koala populations is tokenistic without 
providing a much wider range for roaming and habitat corridors that are free from industrial 
logging. One of the greatest threats to our threatened species down here and throughout NSW 
is the exemption of our native forests from the provisions of the Commonwealth 
Environment Protection & Biodiversity Conservation (EP&BC) Act 1999 under Regional 
Forest Agreement (RFA) arrangements and the inability to take legal action for common 
breaches of that act, as happens in most logged compartments on a regular basis. Our reports 
to the NSW Environment Protection Agency (EPA) of breaches of the Threatened Species 
Act by NSW Forestry Corporation and/or logging contractors are absolutely futile. The 
assumption that the RFAs provide equivalent protection to the EP&BC Act is ludicrous, 
especially given that no attempt is made to assess compliance and also, the supposed 5 yearly 
reviews over the 20 year life of the RFAs haven't been carried out. One pathetic attempt was 
made to conduct such a review but it was totally inadequate as no investigation was 
undertaken and data on compliance and impact just doesn't exist. The only information kept 
by NSW EPA regarding compliance is provided by our reports of breaches of the IFOA 
regulations in the limited number of coupes that we get to survey. Given the fragility of our 
small koala population down here and its significance as a rare breed of animal that doesn't 
have chlamydia, I recommend that as a minimum, the industrial logging operations be made 
to be subject to the requirements of the EP&BC Act and citizens be allowed to challenge 
NSW Forestry Corporation's actions in a court of law. Without these tools, I fear that our 
koala population down here is headed for extinction. In the meantime, industrial harvesting of 
our native forests for woodchips should cease as a precaution to ensure survival of the 
species. There is more than enough scientific evidence to show that logging operations have 
an adverse impact on koala populations and increase the intensity of wild fires, thereby 
threatening all threatened species in our native forests, regardless of tenure.  
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