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Species attributes

Scientific name: Wollemia nobilis

NSW status: Critically endangered

Commonwealth status: Endangered

Management stream: Iconic

Photographer: © Greg Steenbeeke

Key management site: Wollemi National Park
Blue Mountains translocation site

Project partners: Office of Environment and Heritage
Botanic Gardens Trust Sydney
University of Melbourne
University of Western Sydney

Summary of outcomes

The health of the wild population of the Wollemi Pine has been monitored as a guide to the
impact of the pathogen Phytophthora cinnamomi. Soil sampling has revealed the extent of
the pathogen in the wild. Monitoring and restriction of access to the wild site has been 
maintained to prevent further introductions of pathogens and to prevent the spread of the 
pathogen in the main wild site. An investigation into the potential genetic diversity across 
the different individuals has been initiated. Survival of plants in the Blue Mountains 
translocation site has been good and growth and survival will continue to be monitored. 
These activities under the Saving our Species program contributed to the species recovery 
program, which in 2014-15 also managed weeds and fire in the vicinity of the wild population 
and maintained a back-up living collection of representative individuals in cultivation.

Saving our Species program expenditure: $25,000

Additional recovery expenditure: approximately $30,000



Management Site Outcomes

Site SoS program 

expenditure

Key outcomes

Wollemi National 
Park

$20,000 • A site survey determined that all plants 
retain a healthy canopy. Individuals known 
to be impacted by the introduced pathogen  
Phytophthora cinnamomi show some 
dieback of small stems and lower 
branchlets. 

• The habitat has been managed to minimise 
the impact of unauthorised access.

• Results  of soil sampling for the pathogen 
Phytophthora cinnamomi indicate its 
ongoing presence at the main wild site, but 
no presence at the other wild sites. 

• A study of genetic diversity has been 
initiated and suggests that some variation 
between individuals may exist.

Blue Mountains 
translocation

$5,000 • Survival rate of translocated plants is high. 
Growth in the larger translocated plants is 
also occurring.

• The factors favourable to growth and 
survival have been examined.

Project objectives (from NSW Recovery Plan)

• Long term conservation of the Wollemi Pine in the wild (including minimising 

impacts of threats, understanding species ecology and assessing possibility of 

establishment of new viable populations). 

• Maintenance of an ex situ back-up collection of seeds and living plants.


