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Saving our Species project 2015-2016 annual report card 

North Rothbury Persoonia

Overall project status* 

* For SoS priority management sites (may not include all locations where the species occurs in NSW)

Populations at all sites are on target.

Populations at one or more sites were not monitored this year, but threat management is on target. 

Populations at remaining sites are on target.

Populations at one or more sites were not monitored this year, but threat management is not on target. 

Populations at remaining sites are on target.

Populations at one or more sites are not on target.

Project summary

Priority management sites: North Rothbury

Action implementation: 5 of 5 actions were implemented as planned for the financial year (includes species 

population monitoring actions + other project actions fully or partially implemented)

Total expenditure: $132,619 ($35,457 cash; $97,162 in-kind)

Project partners: Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan; Huntlee Pty Limited; Office of Environment 

and Heritage; Participating landholders
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Management site 1: North Rothbury

LGA: Cessnock

Project partners: Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan; Office of Environment and Heritage

Estimated species population size: 1,162

On target On target

(inferred)

Not on target Baseline

Population status

Not on target

(inferred)

Conducted 

by

Confidence 

in monitoring
Monitoring resultIndexAnnual targetLong term target

Complete targeted 

surveys for individuals 

within every accessible 

site (two properties 

totalling 78 hectares).

Species 

abundance

All 78 hectares have 

been 

comprehensively 

surveyed, resulting 

in the recording of 

an additional 719 

individuals during 

the 2015/16 

financial year.

Moderate Australian 

Botanic 

Garden 

Mount 

Annan; 

Office of 

Environment 

and Heritage

Obtain and maintain a 

comprehensive record of 

population status, 

locations and survival of 

North Rothbury Persoonia 

across the species' 

predicted range (290 lots 

covering 4,225 hectares).

Investment

Project participant Cash In-kind

Office of Environment and Heritage $5,834 $30,500

Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan $0 $2,000
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The project actions below (including research and survey actions) are those identified as being required in 2015-16 to secure the species 

in the wild.

Management actions

Implemented as 

planned?Management actionThreat

Slashing and grazing management causing 

general habitat degradation.

Liaise with landholder(s) about entering into a 

voluntarily management agreement to maintain or 

enhance the species and its habitat. Educate 

landholders about the protection and managment of 

the species.

Partial 

implementation 

(Logistical delays)

Habitat loss and fragmentation due to 

clearing for agriculture and residential 

development.

Community education about the importance of the 

species to improve the profile of the species. Have 

previously done a walk on threatened species day and 

involve the community in survey and monitoring.

Yes

Roadside management. Ongoing liaison with Council to make sure they are 

aware of the sites, show them the sites. Signs have 

been installed (12 have been installed, which need to 

be maintained).

Yes

Site summary

Through engagement with local landholders, a detailed population survey was undertaken. Population information 

captured includes age, population structure, health and reproductive success. The Office of Environment and Heritage 

have assisted one landholder by providing fencing to assist in the protection of the largest recorded population, which 

contains over 600 individual plants. Community awareness of the North Rothbury Persoonia was enhanced through a 

planting day, which was attended by approximately 40 local residents.
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Management site 2: Translocation site

LGA: 

Project partners: Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan; Huntlee Pty Limited; Office of Environment and Heritage; 

Participating landholders

Estimated species population size: 1,162

On target On target

(inferred)

Not on target Baseline

Population status

Not on target

(inferred)

Species population monitoring was not conducted at this site this financial year (not required annually). The species 

population is inferred to be on target based on threat management being on target.

Investment

Project participant Cash In-kind

Office of Environment and Heritage $9,709 $3,690

Participating landholders $0 $4,000

Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan $0 $56,972

Huntlee Pty Limited $19,914 $0

The project actions below (including research and survey actions) are those identified as being required in 2015-16 to secure the species 

in the wild.

Management actions

Implemented as 

planned?Management actionThreat

The species is susceptible to extinction via 

stochastic processes due to its restricted 

distribution / area of occupancy.

Identify a suitable location for an additional wild 

population (i.e. suitable habitat/geology, vegetation, 

secure tenure and minimal threats). Establish a new 

population at the site from either existing ex-situ 

material (e.g. seed) or material collected from other 

extant populations. Continue maintenance of the 

population until it is viable and able to persist for long 

periods without intensive management.

Yes

Site summary

Mount Annan Botanic Gardens undertook field and laboratory research into the reproductive biology and conservation of 

the North Rothbury Persoonia. Results include improved understanding of seed germination requirements, the 

relationship with pollinators, breeding systems (i.e. can they self-pollinate?), and establishment / enhancement of 

populations in the wild. A total of 120 plants were planted in May 2016 into habitat controlled by National Parks and 

Wildlife Service. As of 25th July 2016, 114 plants have survived. The 2016 planting was attended by around 40 

volunteers, mostly local residents. An additional 38 plants were provided to the local resident volunteers to plant on their 

own property.
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