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1. Introduction  
The NSW Government is calling for research proposals that address key knowledge gaps 
that will improve conservation outcomes for koalas in New South Wales. In the context of 
this call for proposals, a key knowledge gap is one that, as a result of being addressed 
through research, will likely increase the effectiveness of koala conservation actions to 
reduce extinction risk or improve conservation assessment and decision-making.  
Several key knowledge gaps relating to koalas in New South Wales were identified via an 
independent review by the NSW Chief Scientist and Engineer1 and in the NSW Koala 
Strategy. These were further considered through an expert elicitation process and an initial 
round of grants were awarded in 2019. 
Research priorities for this round of grants have been further refined through a Koala 
Research Symposia held in 2021 and additional expert elicitation. The resulting priority 
research areas were assessed for their value in improving conservation outcomes and 
feasibility within timeframes and other constraints. 
This call for proposals outlines: 
1. the priority research areas 
2. funding available 
3. the assessment criteria 
4. the application process. 
This call for proposals should be read in conjunction with the NSW Koala Research Plan and 
other associated documents available on the NSW Koala Strategy page. 
 

Note: this is a competitive grant round, each proposal will be assessed on their merits 
against the assessment criteria. 
Opening date 25 March 2022 
Closing date 22 April 2022 

  

 

1 NSW Chief Scientist and Engineer 2016, Report of the Independent Review into the Decline of Koala 
Populations in Key Areas of NSW, NSW Chief Scientist and Engineer, Sydney, Australia, available at: 
www.chiefscientist.nsw.gov.au/reports 

http://www.chiefscientist.nsw.gov.au/reports


Research under the NSW Koala Strategy: Call for proposals 

2 

2. Priority research areas 
The table below shows the priority research area that are the focus of this round of grant 
funding. Applicants may submit a proposal that addresses any of the key knowledge gaps 
identified in the NSW Koala Research Plan, however, priority will be given to funding the 
research areas in the table below. If submitting a research proposal that does not address 
any of the priority research areas listed in Table 1, strong justification of the conservation 
benefits and feasibility of the project will need to be provided. 

Note: your research proposal does not need to address the entire research theme, 
proposals may address a component of a priority research area but will need to deliver 
outcomes that provide discrete conservation benefits.  

Table 1 Priority research areas 

Research theme 
• Assessment of current and emerging drivers of koala habitat loss and the predicted loss and 

degradation of habitat over the next 5 years.  
• Evaluation of underlaying environmental and management drivers influencing differences in 

koala population dynamics (density, recruitment, mortality, migration) across different 
environmental/management settings. 

• Evaluation of the impact of dieback on koala populations and how this varies across different 
environmental and management settings, and identification of priority areas for management 
and feasible management interventions that will enhance outcomes for koala populations. 

• Evaluation of relationships between population dynamics, disease epidemiology, and 
environmental stressors. 

• Evaluation of the feasibility and effectiveness of disease treatments and vaccines to deliver 
improved population outcomes for wild koala populations. 

• Evaluation of the effectiveness of vehicle strike mitigation measures on reducing impacts on 
koala populations, how these mitigation measures impact koala population connectivity and 
movement, and the costs effectiveness of these measures. 

• Assessment of the range of tree species used by koalas and their relative value (including 
nutritional value), how this varies across different environmental and management settings, and 
does this influence carrying capacity and population viability? 

3. Grant details 
Funds will be available for research proposals of up to 2 years.  

• financial year 2021-2022 
o $343,000 for all projects  

• financial year 2022-2023  
o $400,000 all projects 

• financial year 2022-2023 
o No additional funding - final progress report due 

This is a competitive grant program and it is expected that multiple proposals will be funded 
of varying amounts and timeframes.  
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The NSW Department of Planning and Environment may release future calls for proposals 
and allocate further funds in future years. As such, applications for staged projects may be 
submitted that extend beyond 2 years, however, if successful, funding will only be 
guaranteed for 2 years and each stage of the research proposal must deliver discrete 
outcomes that benefit koala conservation.  
Leveraging grant funds through sources, top-up stipends for PhD students etc., is 
encouraged. 

4. Application process 
All applications submitted to the department on time will be assessed for completion and 
compliance with the grant guidelines. Compliant applications will then be assessed by an 
Evaluation Committee against the assessment criteria. The committee will make 
recommendations as to which research projects should be funded.  
If successful, the applicant will need to enter into a grant agreement with the department and 
receive the first grant payment in the 2021–22 financial year. Unsuccessful applicants will be 
notified by the department and are encouraged to seek feedback. 
The following timing is proposed for the call for proposals and should be factored into all 
applications. 

Table 2 Timing of the research grant application process 

Event Date 

Call for proposals released 25 March 2022 

Submission of proposals closes 22 April 2022 

Assessment of proposals completed  May 2022 

Successful proposals awarded and first year payments 
made 

End June 2022 

5. Assessment criteria 
The criteria that will be used to evaluate research proposals are shown in Table 2.  

Table 3  Evaluation Criteria 

Evaluation Criterion 

Appropriateness of proposed research approach 
• Clear research objectives 
• Relevance of proposed research in addressing identified priority research area 
• Demonstrated understanding of how the research outcomes may improve the effectiveness 

and/or likelihood of implementation of actions related to koala conservation  
• Clear scientific merit of research, including methods 
Understanding of issues and feasibility of project delivery 

• Clear timeframes for project commencement, milestone achievements and deliverables 

• Likelihood of cost-effective delivery against stated objectives within timeframes 
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Evaluation Criterion 
• Clearly identified risks and mitigation actions 

• Demonstrated capacity to work collaboratively and share data with other researchers as 
required 

Demonstrated capacity to produce high-quality research  

• CVs and publication record demonstrating a track record of high-quality, peer-reviewed research 
in a relevant research area 

• Details of intended research products and dissemination methodology (including peer-reviewed 
publications and presentation of results) 

• Proposal outlines the skills, expertise, resources, and commitment of all collaborators for the life 
of the project 

Efficiency (value for money) and effectiveness 
• Clear budget breakdown, including details of in-kind contributions and justification of budget 

items 
• Likely conservation benefit of the proposal relative to the amount of grant funds 
• Likelihood of success of the project to meet the project objectives 

As part of their proposal, applicants should consider and include: 

• their ability and willingness to sign the proposed research grant agreement in the 2021-
22 financial year, a draft of which is presented in Appendix A 

• the reporting requirements for the project – successful applicants will be required to 
provide progress reports every six months, reporting against agreed financials as well 
as project objectives and deliverables that will be agreed to as part of the contract. A 
final report, plain English report and the provision of project data will also be required at 
the end of the project 

• opportunities to collaborate with the Department of Planning and Environment, other 
government agencies, research institutions or other sectors. 
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6. Research grant agreement example 

NSW Department of Planning and Environment 

Koala Research under the NSW Koala Strategy 

Research Grant Agreement 
Agreement number:  
Research partner:  
Administrator: 
Project:  
This Agreement consists of 2 parts: 

• Part 1: Agreement 
• Part 2: Schedules 

Part 1: Agreement 
The NSW Department of Planning and Environment (DPE), agrees to provide [research 
partner] (‘you’) the amounts of specified in Schedule 2 (grant) subject to the terms of this 
research grant agreement (agreement). 

Conditions 
1. Acceptance of grant 

a. You must accept the conditions of the grant by signing this agreement.  
b. A tax invoice must be submitted along with the signed agreement made out to the 

NSW Department of Environment and Planning rendered in accordance with: 
i. the NSW Government Department of Planning and Environment Information for 

Suppliers website 
ii. any reasonable directions of the department 
(Correctly Rendered Invoice), for the amount of the first Instalment of the grant as 
specified in Schedule 2. 

2. Interpretation 
Unless the context requires otherwise, in this agreement:  
a. where any time limit pursuant to this agreement falls on a day which is not a business 

day then the time limit will be deemed to have expired on the next business day  
b. a reference to a statute, regulation, ordinance or by-law will be deemed to include a 

reference to all statutes, regulations, ordinances or by-laws amending, consolidating 
or replacing same from time to time  

c. the meaning of general words is not limited by specific examples introduced by 
‘including’ or ‘for example’ or similar expressions  

d. references to persons include bodies corporate, government agencies and vice 
versa  
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e. references to the parties include references to respective directors, officers, 
employees and agents of the parties  

f. nothing in this agreement is to be interpreted against a party solely on the ground 
that the party put forward this agreement or any part of it  

g. where an expression is defined, any other grammatical form of that expression has a 
corresponding meaning.  

3. General 
a. The project is to be carried out and the grant spent in accordance with your proposal 

(annexed to this agreement at Schedule E) and this executed research grant 
agreement and attached Schedules. 

b. The project is to be completed and the final report submitted by [final date], or such 
other date as agreed in writing by the department. You must ensure that each activity 
is completed within and by the times specified in Schedule 2.  

c. Any information in relation to the project is to be provided within 14 days (unless 
otherwise specified) of it being requested in writing by the department. 

d. Subject to the terms and conditions of this agreement, the department will make 
grant payments in accordance with the amounts and timetable set out in Schedule A. 

e. Following consultation with you, the department may amend the Schedules in writing 
during the term of the grant. The department will send you a copy of the revised 
Schedules. 

f. You must comply with all: 
i. Commonwealth, State and Local government laws that are relevant to the grant 

or your registration as an entity 
ii. policies, guidelines and reasonable directions the department provides to you.  

4. Payment terms 
a. The department will pay an instalment for each activity in accordance with Schedule 

A on the condition that: 
i. The department receives a Correctly Rendered Invoice for the relevant instalment 
ii. you have provided the department with evidence showing that you have 

performed the activities at the times set out in the Schedule; and 
iii. the activities have been performed to the satisfaction of the department.  

b. The department may change the amount of the instalment by issuing you with a 
notice setting out the details of the changes.  

c. If you are not complying with this agreement the department may withhold or 
suspend payment of an instalment until you comply with your obligations to the 
department’s satisfaction. If the department withholds or suspends an instalment you 
must continue to perform your obligations under this agreement.  

d. You must repay within 28 days of a demand being sent any:  
i. instalment or part thereof spent in breach of this agreement  
ii. money that is all unspent from the instalments  
iii. an overpayment of an instalment amount  
iv. interest earned on any instalment required to be repaid. 

e. Any repayment the department claims from you under this clause will be a debt due 
and owing by you to the department. The department may set off the amount of any 
overpayment or claim for repayment against any future instalment due.  

f. If Instalments are paid at the beginning of an activity, each instalment must be held in 
trust for the benefit of the department from the date it is received until completion of 
the activity either:  
i. in a separate bank account used solely in connection with the grant  
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ii. into a general bank account provided that sufficient accounting controls are in 
place to track the expenditure of the grant.  

5. GST 
a. Unless otherwise indicated, all consideration for any supply under this agreement is 

exclusive of any GST imposed in relation to the supply.  
b. If:  

i. despite any other provision of this agreement, GST is imposed on a supply you 
make to the department under this Agreement  

ii. the department is or will be entitled to receive an input tax credit (as defined in 
the GST Law) in relation to that supply  

The department will pay you an additional amount equal to the GST imposed on that 
supply, at the time and in the manner payment is otherwise payable under this 
agreement in relation to that supply.  

c. If you are not registered under the GST Law you will not be entitled to receive any 
additional amount as provided under this clause 5.  

d. If for any reason the department pays you an amount under this clause which is more 
than the GST imposed on the supply, you must repay the excess to the department 
on demand or the department may set off the excess against any other amounts due 
to you.  

e. For the purposes of this agreement, GST Law means A New Tax System (Goods 
and Services Tax) Act 1999 (Cth).   

6. Reporting 
a. Reports and/or services are to be in accordance with the timetable in Schedule A 

and the requirements in Schedule B, Schedule D and otherwise in accordance with 
this agreement. You must also provide any other information the department requires 
from time to time.  

b. The department is to be advised in writing of any change or loss of project staff within 
28 days of you being notified of the change or loss of project staff. 

c. You must notify the department immediately if the project has been inactive for a 
period of 60 days. 

d. If any report contains information confidential to you, you should mark the relevant 
parts of the report as ‘Confidential – Commercially Sensitive’.  

7. Intellectual property 
a. In this agreement: 

i. Intellectual property includes all statutory, legal, equitable and other proprietary 
rights and interests, including, without limit: 

− in copyright, patents, registered and unregistered trademarks, registered 
designs, circuit layouts, trade secrets, product names, domain names, know 
how, and any other rights subsisting in the results of intellectual effort in any 
field, whether or not registered or capable of registration 

− any application or right to apply for registration of any of these rights 
− any registration of any of those rights or any registration of any application 

referred to in paragraph (i)(B) 
− all renewals, divisions and extensions of these rights  

but does not include Moral Rights 
ii. Moral Rights has the same meaning as in the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth).  

b. You warrant that: 
i. in carrying out the project, you will not infringe any intellectual property rights 
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ii. any report by you will not contain anything that, to your knowledge, is libellous or 
defamatory. 

c. All intellectual property created as part of the project will be owned by you. You grant 
to the department a perpetual, irrevocable, sublicensable, royalty-free and non-
exclusive licence to use, reproduce, adapt, modify, disseminate, distribute, 
communicate and publish any such intellectual property. 

d. Where intellectual property rights are not capable of being owned by you, you must 
ensure that the department is licensed to use that intellectual property free of charge 
for the same scope and purposes as the licence granted to the department under 
clause 7(c). 

e. Copyright in the reports, documents and any other materials produced with the 
department funds will vest in you, and you grant the department a perpetual, 
irrevocable, royalty-free, sublicensable, non-exclusive licence to make these reports, 
documents and any other materials: 
i. publicly available  
ii. to otherwise communicate, distribute, disseminate, reproduce, modify, adapt and 

publicise them on a non-profit basis.  
This includes the use and reproduction of photographs for the department purposes. 

f. The final report, excluding the financial report component, will be made publicly 
available by the department once the grant is completed. If it is suitable, the 
department will place the final report in the library of the Department of Planning and 
Environment for public viewing or displayed on the department’s website. Those final 
reports not placed in the library will be made freely available to the public on request 
to the department. 

g. You must obtain, and provide to the department upon request, written consent from 
all persons who may have moral rights in this project or the grant, including in relation 
to the department doing any of the following acts to the intellectual property, 
copyright and all other outputs of this project and grant: 
i. reproducing, communicating, modifying, publishing or adapting all or any part, 

with or without attribution of authorship 
ii. adding to it or removing part of it 
iii. using it in a different context to that originally envisaged  
iv. but not false attribution of authorship. 

8. Conflicts of interest 
You warrant that: 
a. at the date of signing of this agreement no conflict of interest exists or is likely to 

arise in the performance of your obligations under this agreement 
b. you will use your best endeavours to ensure that no actual or potential conflict of 

interest exists or is likely to arise in the performance of your obligations.   
If during the term of this agreement any such conflict or risk of conflict of interest arises, 
you will immediately notify the department in writing of that conflict or risk. The 
department reserves the right to terminate this agreement for any conflict of interest in 
accordance with clause 10. 

9. Confidentiality and privacy 
a. Subject to clause 11: 

i. each party must maintain the confidentiality of all commercially sensitive 
information it receives from the other party, including the amount of the grant, 
except as required by law or as otherwise agreed in writing 
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ii. the department will not disclose any information that is contained in the reports, 
documents and materials that you have indicated is confidential and that the 
department has agreed not to disclose in writing. 

b. The department: 
i. will not disclose any personal information (which for the purposes of this 

Agreement is as defined in the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 
1998 (NSW)), that is contained in the reports, documents and materials that you 
have submitted without your written consent, except for pursuant to clause 
9(b)(iii) 

ii. will not use any personal information for purposes other than the original 
purposes for which that Personal Information was supplied, without your written 
consent, except for pursuant to clause 9(b)(iii) 

iii. may disclose information contained in reports, documents, and materials you 
have submitted to a third party for the sole purpose of evaluation of its grants 
programs. The department will ensure that any third party agrees to keep all 
information acquired, material prepared or collected and any findings of the 
project confidential. 

c. You will: 
i. ensure that personal information that is provided by the department or collected 

by you under or in connection with this Agreement is used only for the purposes 
of this agreement and is protected against loss, unauthorised access, use, 
modification and disclosure, or against other misuse  

ii. not disclose any personal information without the written consent of the:  
− individual to whom the personal information relates  
− the department  
unless otherwise required or authorised by law  

iii. comply with the Information Protection Principles applying to NSW public sector 
agencies under the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (NSW) 
when doing any act or engaging in any practice in relation to personal information 
as if you were an agency directly subject to that Act  

iv. include equivalent requirements regarding personal information (including this 
clause 9(d)) in any subcontract entered into under this agreement.  

d. You acknowledge that, under the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009, 
the department may be required to publicly disclose information about this 
Agreement at eTendering . 

10. Variation, transfer and termination of Grant 
a. Written approval is required by the department (in the department’s absolute 

discretion which may include conditions) before any variation to the agreement, 
including but not limited to any of the following:  
i. the nature and purpose of the project 
ii. milestones 
iii. budget expenditure. 

b. The department may terminate this agreement immediately upon written notice given 
to you if: 
i. in the opinion of the department, you are in breach or have breached this 

agreement, or are not carrying out the project with competence and diligence or 
in conformity with the timetable specified in your application 

ii. you do not comply with the conditions of this agreement or the grant  
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iii. you become insolvent, the subject of a debtors or creditors petition under the 
Bankruptcy Act 1966, resolve to go into administration or liquidation, or if a 
summons for your winding up is presented to a court or  you enter into any 
scheme of arrangement with your creditors 

iv. circumstances change which mean the project cannot proceed, including without 
limitation, that there is a change in government policy or direction which, in the 
department’s discretion, makes the grant no longer viable for the department or 
the New South Wales government. 

c. If the department terminates this agreement: 
i. you must repay to the department all grant monies which have not been spent or 

legally committed for expenditure at the time you receive the written notification of 
the revocation  

ii. provide a financial statement to the department for the proportion of the grant that 
you have spent or is legally committed by you prior to the date of termination. 

d. This clause 10 does not exclude or reduce the rights of a party to terminate the 
Agreement arising by operation of the common law or statute or the other terms of 
this Agreement.  

e. On termination or expiry of this agreement:  
i. accrued rights and obligations are not affected  
ii. the department will pay any instalments due and payable (after taking into 

account any Instalments already made prior to that date).  
11. Publications, promotional material and events 

a. All research findings funded through the grant are to be independently peer-reviewed 
(according to the department guidelines) prior to publication in scientific or academic 
journals. 

b. The department must be informed of both potential media opportunities and reactive 
media approaches relating to the research findings, prior to any information being 
published (including social/online and traditional media). 

c. Any media releases must jointly reference the NSW Koala Strategy (including the 
NSW waratah logo) alongside the research partner’s logo as directed by the 
department. Where practical media releases must include a quote from a Koala 
Strategy spokesperson approved for each media release by the department.  

d. Researchers undertaking work funded by the department must not share research 
results or updates via personal social media channels prior to the official publication 
of the work. The official publication must have the prior written approval of the 
department.  

e. Despite any other term of this agreement, all communications relating to the project 
must clearly acknowledge both the department and the NSW Koala Strategy with 
NSW Government logos and branding in accordance with department brand 
guidelines. The NSW Government logo will be provided on request and is not to be 
used for any other purpose. 

f. All publications, reports, presentations, websites and other communications relating 
to the project must include the below statement prominently displayed:  
‘This project has been supported by the NSW Government under the NSW 
Koala Strategy.’ 

g. You may seek permission from the department to vary the wording as required. 
h. You agree to provide copies of technical reports, journal articles or other publications 

based on the research funded through this grant to the department, both during the 
term of the grant and subsequent to the term of the grant.  
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i. You are required to support and work with the department to develop plain English 
communications for a range of audiences. This may include case study examples, 
documentation and still/video images and end-user presentations to help 
communicate the final outcomes of the project. These communications (including 
digital content) may also be used to support potential media opportunities. 

j. Please direct communications enquiries to the Science Communications Officer on 
(02) 9995 6322. After hours, please call the 24/7 media line on (02) 9995 5347.  

12. Insurance 
a. You must maintain, at your own cost: 

i. a broadform public liability policy of insurance to the value of at least $20 million 
in respect of each claim 

ii. workers’ compensation insurance as required by all relevant laws of Australia 
relating to workers compensation 

iii. professional indemnity insurance for the value of $1 million in respect of each 
claim. 

b. Professional indemnity insurance policy must be maintained for a period of 7 years 
from the expiry or earlier termination of this agreement.  

c. You must not do, permit or suffer any act, matter or thing or omission whereby any of 
the policies referred to in this clause lapse or may be vitiated, rendered void or 
voidable. 

d. On request by the department, you must provide a copy of valid and current 
certificates of currency for each or any of the policies described above. 

e. Without limitation to clause 12(a), each party warrants that it has and will maintain 
appropriate insurance to cover any liability it may incur in relation to this agreement. 

f. You will effect and maintain all insurances required under worker’s compensation 
legislation and for taking all other actions requisite as employer of persons so 
engaged. You are also responsible for ensuring volunteers are covered by volunteer 
personal accident insurance. 

13. Indemnities 
a. You indemnify and keep indemnified the department, the Crown in the right of the 

State of New South Wales and their officers, employees and agents from and against 
all loss (including legal costs and expenses on a solicitor/own client basis) actions, 
claims, liabilities, demands and other proceedings suffered by any of those 
indemnified arising directly or indirectly from any claim by any person or entity arising 
out of or in connection with: 
i. the grant or use of the outcomes of the grant 
ii. breach of this agreement 
iii. any loss or damage to real or personal property 
iv. any unlawful or negligent act or omission 
v. any act or omission that is in infringement of any intellectual property, or privacy 

rights of the department or any third party  
vi. illness, personal injury or death where the damage, injury or death was caused by 

any act or omission, including without limitation a negligent act or omission, 
caused by you, your employees or your subcontractors. The department will 
inform you as soon as it becomes aware of any such action, claim, demand or 
proceeding. 

b. Neither you nor any person engaged by you by virtue of the grant are deemed to be 
in the service or employment of the department. 

c. Your liability to indemnify the department under this clause will be reduced 
proportionately to the extent that any negligent or unlawful act or omission by the 
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department, its officers, employees or agents contributed to the relevant loss or 
liability.  

d. Your liability to indemnify the department under this clause does not exclude or 
reduce the liability of, or benefit to, a party that may arise by operation of the 
common law, statute or the other terms of this agreement.  

14. Scientific rigour 
a. Both parties agree to comply with the Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct 

of Research and the department’s Scientific Rigour Position Statement, and any 
policies deriving from these. 

b. Science includes collecting and analysing data (evidence) of natural or social 
phenomena using a range of tools, including monitoring and surveys. Science also 
includes developing tools, synthesising knowledge, providing expert scientific advice, 
making reliable predictions, presenting, adopting and reviewing knowledge, 
communicating and reporting, and teaching and training. 

c. Scientific rigour is a process of ensuring sound and defensible science by:  
i. adhering to appropriate scientific method for experimental design and execution 
ii. appropriate documenting of evidence 
iii. objective reporting of results. 

d. A project should only be undertaken if it meets standards of scientific rigour. 
Scientific rigour must be considered in the experimental design of a project, in the 
way data and information is collected, stored and analysed, and in the way the 
project is executed and results reported. 

e. All project reports require independent peer review before finalisation. The work 
should be reviewed by at least one independent reviewer approved by the 
department who is not associated with the work. 

f. All parties must adhere to principles of ‘open data’, recognising that research data 
and information should sit in the public domain. This means that all research data 
and information must be made publicly available as soon as possible after it is 
produced, unless there is an overriding public interest. For example, public access to 
data and information must not be delayed while awaiting publication in an academic 
journal. 

g. Data are subject to the same standards of scientific rigour as other research outputs/ 
products and should be quality-checked before release. If necessary, data may be 
accompanied by caveats to explain the limitations in the interpretation and/or 
application of the data. 

15. Data sharing 
a. You grant to the department access to the data associated with this project and 

under this grant (data) on the terms contained in the clause 14 and otherwise in 
accordance with this agreement.  

b. You agree to share the data: 
i. for no cost or fee 
ii. in accordance with the data access mode notified to you by the department  
iii. subject to any data management policies specified to you by the department.  

c. You grant to the department a perpetual, irrevocable, non-exclusive, royalty free, 
sublicensable licence to use, reproduce, adapt, modify, disseminate, distribute, 
communicate and publish the data.  

d. If your intellectual property is incorporated into any data then the licence referred to 
in clause 7(c) incorporates such data.  

e. Nothing in this clause 15 affects, transfers or assigns any right, title or interest in your 
data to the department.  
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f. You must take steps in accordance with best industry practice to ensure any 
transmission or data shared or provided to the department is verified and tested to be 
free from any virus (which for the purposes of this agreement, means a computer 
program, code, device, product or component that is designed to threaten, inhibit, 
impair or pose a threat or hazard to the security or integrity of the department’s 
operations or systems).  

16. Dispute resolution 
a. If a dispute arises in relation to this agreement (dispute), a party must comply with 

this clause 16 before commencing arbitration or court proceedings, except 
proceedings for urgent interlocutory relief.   

b. A party claiming that a dispute has arisen must notify the other party in writing giving 
details of the dispute (dispute notice) in accordance with the requirements of clause 
17.  

c. Following receipt of a dispute notice, each party must refer the dispute to a senior 
representative, who:  
i. does not have prior direct involvement in the dispute  
ii. has authority to negotiate and settle the dispute.  

d. If the dispute is not resolved within 10 business days, from the date the dispute notice 
is received by the party to whom the dispute notice is given, the party which gave the 
dispute notice under clause 16(b) must refer the dispute for mediation by the 
Australian Disputes Centre Limited (ADC) for resolution in accordance with the 
mediation rules of the ADC.  

e. If the dispute is not resolved within 40 business days after referral to mediation either 
party may initiate proceedings in court.  

f. Each party must pay its own costs of complying with this clause and split the costs of 
the mediator evenly.  

17. Notices  
a. Unless otherwise stated in this agreement, all notices to be given under this 

agreement must be in writing, and hand-delivered, posted or emailed to the 
authorised officer specified in the details or as otherwise notified in writing.  

b. The receiving party will be deemed to have received the notice as follows:  
i. if hand delivered, on the day on which it is delivered or left at the relevant 

address  
ii. if sent by post:  
iii. if posted within Australia using Express Post, the priority letter service option of 

regular post, or the priority service option for Registered Mail, on the fourth 
business day after the day on which it is posted   

iv. if posted within Australia using the regular post option, on the fifth business day 
after the day on which it is posted  

v. if posted to or from outside Australia, on the tenth business day after the day on 
which it is posted  

vi. if sent by email before 5.00 pm on a Business Day, the first of the following 
occurring:  

− when the sender receives an automated message confirming delivery  
− four hours after the time sent (as recorded on the device from which the sender 

sent the email) unless the sender receives an automated message that the 
email has not be delivered  

vii. if sent by email after 5.00 pm on a business day or on a day that is not a business 
day, then it will be deemed to be received on the next business day.  
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c. Any such mode of service will be in all respects valid notwithstanding that the party 
on whom service is affected may be in liquidation, bankruptcy or wound up and 
notwithstanding any other matter or event whatsoever.  

18. Survival  
The following clauses survive termination or expiry of this agreement: clause 2, clause 5, 
clause 6, clause 7, clause 9 clause 11, clause 12, clause 13, clause 14, clause 15, 
clause 16, clause 17, this clause 18, clause 19, clause 25, the special conditions, each 
Schedule to this agreement and any other clause which by its nature is intended to 
survive this agreement.  

19. Keeping of records, audit and rights of access to such records:   
You:  
a. must keep complete and accurate records and books of account with respect to your 

performance of the project and grant (records), and must retain such records for a 
minimum of seven (7) years after expiry or termination of this agreement;  

b. authorise the department and any state or Commonwealth government department 
or agency (auditors), to undertake audits, to examine and inspect, at reasonable 
times and on reasonable notice, any records held by you and records, and allow any 
such records to be copied  

c. provide all reasonable assistance in order for the auditors to properly carry out the 
inspections and audits referred to in this clause.  

20. Entire agreement  
This agreement states all the express terms agreed by the parties as to the matters 
referred to in this agreement. It supersedes all prior contracts, obligations, 
representations, conduct and understandings between the parties relating to the subject 
matter of this agreement.  

21. Negation of employment, partnership or agency  
a. This Agreement does not create a relationship of agency, partnership, and/or 

employment between the parties.  
b. You must not represent yourself as being an employee or agent of the department or 

as otherwise able to bind or represent the department or the State of New South 
Wales.  

22. Waiver  
a. If a party fails to exercise any of its rights under this agreement, or delays exercising 

those rights, that failure or delay will not operate as a waiver of those rights or any 
future rights or in any respect estop a party from relying on the terms of this 
agreement to their full force and effect.  

b. Any waiver by a party of a breach of this agreement must be in writing and will not be 
construed as a waiver of any further breach of the same or any other provision.  

23. Assignment  
You must not assign or novate your obligations or interests under this agreement, 
without the prior written consent of the department.  

24. Counterparts  
This agreement may be signed in any number of counterparts which taken together will 
constitute one instrument.  

25. Governing law 
The laws of New South Wales govern this agreement and the parties submit to the non-
exclusive jurisdiction of the courts in that state. 
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26. Electronic execution 
This agreement and any document entered under it, may be executed by or on behalf of 
the parties by affixing electronic signatures to this document. If executed by electronic 
method, an electronic copy of this document duly executed by both parties will be taken 
to be an original. Notwithstanding the manner in which a document under this agreement 
is submitted or accepted, the terms of this agreement will apply, and any click-wrap, 
‘pop-up’ or other like terms and conditions of the Supplier appearing in the course of 
such submittal or acceptance will have no force or effect. 

27. Special conditions 
a. Funding of the grant is for the project as outlined in the attached project proposal and 

its Schedules.  
b. Milestone payments are approved separately for each financial year. Future years’ 

funding is dependent on satisfactory progress and meeting agreed reporting 
requirements. 

c. Funds cannot be used for the payment of overheads or on-costs. 
d. Research should endeavour to align with the principles and practice of open science: 

open access, open data and open source. Data will be required to be entered into 
SEED. 
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Execution 
Electronically** SIGNED for and on behalf of the NSW Department of Environment and 
Planning by its authorised delegate but not so as to incur personal liability: 
 
 
Signature: …………………………………………   
Date: …………………………………………  
Electronically signed by me** Name: Laura Babian 
Position: Director, Conservation and Restoration Science 
**strike through words before the ‘**’ if not signing electronically 
 
 
 
 
[Organisation name] accepts the conditions in this Grant Agreement. [Note: to be updated 
prior to execution. Please note preference is signature under s127 of the Corporations Act 
2000 if possible] 
Electronically** SIGNED for and on behalf of the [organisation name]: 
 
Signature:       
Date:        
(print name)      
(position in organisation)    
 
Signature:       
Date:        
(print name)      
(position in organisation)    
 

Notes 
All invoices requesting grant payments should be made out to the NSW Department of 
Planning and Environment. 
An invoice for Payment No. 1 (only) as per Schedule A should be submitted with the signed 
copy of this Agreement. 
All correspondence should be addressed to: 
Ms Kersten Tuckey, Koala Strategy Research Coordinator, NSW Office of Environment and 
Heritage – Science Division, PO Box 1967, Hurstville NSW 2220. 
Email: Koala.Research@environment.nsw.gov.au  
  

mailto:Koala.Research@environment.nsw.gov.au
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NSW Department of Planning and Environment 

Koala Research under the NSW Koala Strategy 

Research Grant Agreement 
Agreement number:  
Research partner:  
Administrator: 
Project:  

Part 2: Schedules  
Schedules may be amended by the department during the term of your project, in 
consultation with you (the Grantee). In this instance, the department will forward you a 
revised copy of the Schedules. 

Schedule A – Payment and reporting timetable 
Subject to the conditions outlined in Part 1 of the Grant Agreement, the timetable for grant 
payments and reports will be as follows:  

Activity Deliverables Instalment amount Due date (within 5 working 
days) 

Part 1 of 
this 
Agreement  

Execution Date of this 
Agreement by both parties 

[please include] Execution date of this 
Agreement by both parties 

Schedule C 
– Project 
plan 

[project description] [please include] Within 5 working days of 
receiving this Agreement 

Payment 1 [amount]  [due date] 

Report  
(or product) 
1 

Progress report plus updated 
Schedule C – Project plan 

 [due date] 

Payment 2 [amount]  [due date – paid on approval 
of previous progress report] 

Report  
(or product) 
2 

Progress report plus updated 
Schedule C – Project plan 

 [due date] 

Payment 3 [final payment]  [due date – paid on approval 
of previous progress report] 

Report  
(or product) 
3 

Final project report 
Plain English report 
Provision of project data 
Financial audit report 

 [due date] 

The above amounts are GST exclusive. Invoices/requests must be submitted to the 
department in accordance clauses [insert] of the Grant Agreement and with the points below.  
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• Organisations that are government bodies must submit a Correctly Rendered Tax 
Invoice for the instalment amount only, without adding GST. 

• Other organisations with an ABN and registered for GST must submit a Tax Invoice for 
the instalment amount plus GST.  

• Other organisations with an ABN and not registered for GST must submit a Tax Invoice 
for the instalment amount only, without adding GST.  

• Other organisations with no ABN that are not registered for GST, must submit a written 
request for the instalment amount to the department.  

Note: All invoices/requests should include the Grant Reference Number. 
The requirements for each type of report are outlined in Schedule B. 
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Schedule B – Guidelines for presenting 
progress and final reports 

Why we require reports 
The department needs project reports in order to be satisfied that our investment in your 
project achieves environmental outcomes and funds are appropriately spent. Reporting also: 

• provides you an opportunity to evaluate your project and make improvements where 
necessary 

• informs the department where benefits can be spread beyond your project 
• assists the department in developing future funding programs and policies. 

What we do with your project reports 
Your reports will be reviewed by the Koala Science Team and/or any other people we think 
necessary, to assess progress, performance and achievement. These reviews can cover 
both administrative aspects (e.g. financial, timeframes and milestones) as well as technical 
aspects. Continuing grant payments are dependent on satisfactory reviews of your reports. 
We provide feedback from these reviews and may require clarification, amendment or further 
reports.  
The final project report is an important part of your agreement with the department. This 
report (except the financial information) is generally placed in the department library and the 
department may also place it on its website and otherwise make it publicly available.  

Timing of reports 
The due dates and reporting periods for different reports are specified in Schedule A, unless 
variations to Schedule A have been approved. It is very important that you meet due dates. 
Missing a due date could delay a grant payment. 

Project reports 
About the 
report 

Progress report 
(provide an e-copy) 

Final project report 
(provide an e-copy) 

Purpose Enable comprehensive review of: 
progress to date  
any issues, changes and/or 
opportunities 
Demonstrate appropriate use of funds 
and allow release of further funds 

Plain English report on: 
• summary of project 
• results of project, and their relevance 
• collaborations on this project 
• communication and dissemination from 

this project 
• any recommendations, issues, changes 

and/or future opportunities 
• financial report 
Attach an e-copy of the thesis, publications 
or media 

Reporting 
period 

Period since last report Whole project duration 
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About the 
report 

Progress report 
(provide an e-copy) 

Final project report 
(provide an e-copy) 

Number of 
copies 

1 e-copy of report and all attachments 
should be submitted 

1 e-copy of report and all attachments 
should be submitted; if the grant is for 
postgraduate study, the thesis should be 
one attachment 

Report templates and attachments 
As a minimum, grantees are expected to submit:  

• a project report  
• a plain English report 
• an updated ‘Schedule C – Project plan’  
• a financial report  
• any technical reports, journal articles or publications related to your project 
• copies of all data produced. 
Note: Drafts should be submitted where final versions are not available.  
All reports will be reviewed by the Koala Strategy Research Panel. 

The department acknowledgement 
The department’s assistance should be acknowledged on all reports, websites and 
promotional material relating to the project (see condition 16 of your Grant Agreement). 
Copies (or summaries) of media coverage should also be included with your report. 

Photographs 
Photographic documentation about the project should be included in your report. Where 
applicable, photographs should document sites before, during and after the project. All 
photographs should be clearly referenced. If you wish the photographer to be credited in any 
public use of the images, please include the photographer’s name. 

Financial reports 

Progress financial reports: 

• Progress financial reports do not require independent certification or certification by a 
Chief Financial Officer. Progress financial reports can be signed off by the project 
manager or the financial officer preparing the report. 

• Small underspends can be carried over to the next stage of the project. If in doubt, 
please contact your Grants Administrator. 

• A Tax Invoice or written request for the next progress payment should also be submitted 
at this time (see Schedule A). 

Government agencies and councils (this includes state and federal government 
organisations, all universities and NSW local government organisations) 

Certification  

Final financial reports regardless of the grant amount must be certified by your Chief 
Financial Officer or a Senior Manager who has delegated authority to certify expenditure on 
behalf of your organisation and do not require independent certification. 
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Final financial reports for grants $20,000 and under do not require independent certification. 
You must, however, sign a statutory declaration certifying the accuracy of your financial 
report.  

Unspent grant funds 

Any unspent grant funds should be returned to the department. To return funds you should 
include a cheque for the amount of unspent grant funds (plus GST if you are registered for 
GST), made payable to the department. 
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Schedule C – Project plan template 
[This can be a separate proposal attached. It should include a project description, project 
team, timeline and deliverables] 
Project team: [list the project team including researchers, collaborators and steering 
committee, and identify their roles (e.g. principal investigator, support, etc.) and their 
institutional affiliations] 
Principal investigator: 
Research collaborators: 
Project summary: [Describe in plain English the aims and expected outcomes and their 
relevance, in no more than one paragraph] 
Key knowledge gap alignment: [Identify the priority research needs that this project 
addresses. See Table 1 in the NSW Koala Research Plan] 
Benefits to koalas: [Clearly identify how the research will address the key knowledge gap 
and improve the effectiveness and/or likely implementation of koala conservation measures] 
Timeline and deliverables: [Gantt chart or table] 

Milestone Description Time 

   

   

   

   

   

   

Deliverables: [List all deliverables that will be generated as part of the project. These 
include planned scientific publications, plain English reports, media or other 
communications, end-user presentations, workshops (including attending and presenting at 
a Koala Research Symposium) and data assets such as entry of data into SEED] 
1. 
2. 
3. etc. 
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Schedule D – Records 
You are required to maintain minimum organisational records (including accounting and 
financial records) under the various forms of incorporation legislation in external scrutiny of 
the organisation’s yearly activities. 
You must maintain a complete set of accounting records and financial records which may be 
encompassed in an adequate computerised accounting system. 
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Schedule E – [Insert Grantee name] Proposal 
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More information 
• Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research 
• eTendering 
• NSW Koala Strategy 
• Scientific Rigour Position Statement 
• SEED 

https://nhmrc.gov.au/about-us/publications/australian-code-responsible-conduct-research-2018
https://tenders.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/threatened-species/programs-legislation-and-framework/nsw-koala-strategy
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/OEH/Corporate-Site/Documents/Research/Our-science-and-research/oeh-scientific-rigour-position-statement-2013.pdf
https://www.seed.nsw.gov.au/
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