
Help save the Dusky Woodswallow

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Artamus cyanopterus cyanopterus

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. This strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the priority management areas and 
conservation actions required to manage critical threats to conserve 
the species.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Photo: Chris Tzaros

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Vulnerable

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Landscape species

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=20303

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=20303#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.
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Threat Action description Scale

Historical and ongoing loss of 
woodlands and dry open 
sclerophyll forests, including 
mallee because of 
agriculture, mining, forestry 
and residential development.

Where possible, negotiate conservation agreements with landholders. 
Agreements should preferably be funded and in perpetuity.  Site

Lack of knowledge within the 
community regarding the 
species and its habitat 
requirements. 

Raise awareness among landholders in the local area known to have 
important habitat for the species, to engage them in proactive 
management and monitoring of the species' population on their land.

 Site, Area

Aggressive exclusion by over 
abundant noisy miners.

Measure the abundance and impact of noisy miners on species 
populations and habitat and implement appropriate management 
actions with demonstrated effectiveness to reduce the impacts of noisy 
miners if/where required. The preferred method for managing 
aggressive noisy miner impacts is through habitat modification (e.g. 
reduce the amount of habitat edges and establish a structurally 
complex understorey).

 Site

Ongoing degradation of 
habitat through the loss of 
dead timber, removal of 
coarse woody debris and 
other disturbances of the 
ground layer.

Retain coarse woody ground debris. Raise public awareness of the 
impact of firewood collection, 'cleaning up', and fuel reduction burns on 
this critical resource. Promote the retention of large old trees that have 
the potential to contribute woody ground debris via the shedding of 
limbs.

 Site, Area

Habitat degradation from 
invasion by weeds including 
exotic grasses and woody 
weeds, and inappropriate 
land uses. 

Restore degraded habitat using techniques such as weed control, 
grazing and fire management, and where necessary supplementary 
plantings, to maintain a diverse understorey, scattered shrub layer and 
a diverse age structure of canopy species.

 Site

Reduction in area, and 
increased isolation of 
patches of remnant woodland 
and open forest.

Undertake revegetation, using a diverse mix of locally appropriate 
native species, which will produce high quality habitat. Revegetation 
should focus on expanding areas of existing habitat, connecting 
isolated habitat patches (either through corridor or stepping stone 
plantings) or establishing additional habitat patches in landscapes with 
already existing, although insufficient, patches of suitable habitat.

 Site, Area

Historical and ongoing loss of 
woodlands and dry open 
sclerophyll forests, including 
mallee because of 
agriculture, mining, forestry 
and residential development.

Protect and maintain areas of high-quality habitat, which includes open 
forest, woodland and mallee with a diverse ground layer dominated by 
a mixture of grasses, herb and forb species and/or an intact shrub layer 
for shelter and food resources. Areas of high productivity are 
particularly important. Protect large old trees, both alive and dead.

 Site, Area

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

