
Help save the Black-necked Stork

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. This strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the priority management areas and 
conservation actions required to manage critical threats to conserve 
the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (widespread)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10275

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10275#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Strategic Importance: The NSW distribution of the Black-Necked 
Stork contains important breeding areas for the species. Though the 
species distribution extends into Asia, anecdotal information suggests 
Asian populations may be a different species. In NSW there are 
approximately 80 territories for breeding pairs that are important to 
conserve to maintain the area of occupancy of the species in its 
southern range and to maintain the viability of the species.
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Threat Action description Scale

Modification or degradation 
of wetlands through changes 
in natural water flows. It is 
important to maintain or 
reintroduce flows to provide 
wetland habitats suitable for 
foraging by Storks as they 
require large amounts of 
vertebrate prey from such 
habitats.

Liaise with land managers and relevant agencies to maintain adequate 
water availability in Black-Necked Stork habitat. Provide advice on 
water and vegetation requirements for maintaining habitat quality and 
drought resilience. Promote the management and establishment of 
artificial wetland habitat with open, shallow feeding habitat to provide 
refuge during dry periods. Encourage planting of native paddock trees.

 Area

Powerlines, especially close 
to wetlands or over 
floodplains, are a significant 
cause of mortality of Storks 
and one of the most critical 
threats to the species in 
NSW.

Liaise with energy companies and landholders regarding new or 
proposed powerlines to reduce mortalities of breeding pairs. Provide 
advice to avoid construction of powerlines adjacent to known nest sites 
and wetlands where mortalities are likely to occur. Where waterbird 
mortalities have been identified or are predicted to occur, install 
reflectors on powerlines to increase their visibility to birds.

 Site

Disturbance to behaviour 
from the presence of people.

Liaise with planning agencies and councils on managing Black-Necked 
Stork habitat to minimise human disturbance and maintain the 
hydrology or quality of flood plain and wetland habitat (e.g. by creating 
habitat buffers near houses and roads).

 Area

Monitoring is required to 
assess the species 
population trends over time.

Conduct monitoring during wet years when active breeding is observed. 
Liaise with landholders and bird observers within known territories 
during wet years to determine when breeding is occurring and locate 
nests. Where active nests are found, monitor breeding success across 
a sample of territories.

 Site

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

