
Help save the Common Blossom-
bat

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Syconycteris australis

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. This strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the priority management areas and 
conservation actions required to manage critical threats to conserve 
the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Conservation status 
in NSW:
Vulnerable

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (widespread)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10785

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

Strategic Importance: The NSW distribution of Syconycteris 
australis is centred on sand-based coastal forest mosaics and wallum 
habitat, which is different to much of the QLD habitat. Though the 
species is relatively secure in QLD, it is highly susceptible to habitat 
degradation from coastal development and associated infrastructure 
and its primary food sources (a mosaic of nectar producing plant 
communities) are heavily impacted by high frequency fires, weed 
invasion, and impacts from climate change; and it would benefit from 
management and monitoring to support its adaptive capacity. The 
seasonal dispersal of the species along the east coast, including into 
the coastal hinterland in response to food resource availability is also 
not well understood.
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Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10785#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.
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Threat Action description Scale

Clearing of coastal habitat for 
development resulting in 
habitat degradation, 
fragmentation, and edge 
effects

Work with councils and landholders to conserve nectar-rich habitat 
remnants across tenures ensuring all habitat requirements are 
considered (e.g. seasonal nectar production, appropriate size, proximity 
between feeding and rainforest roosting sites, and reduction of edge 
effects including human disturbance and light pollution).

 Area

Inappropriate fire regimes 
applied in heathland habitats 
leading to reduced flowering 
of Banksia, Callistemon and 
Melaleuca species.

Liaise with land managers (e.g. National Parks and Wildlife Service, 
Rural Fire Service) to provide advice on the species management 
requirements for fire regimes (e.g. their tolerance thresholds to fire 
frequency and severity, and the importance of food availability including 
pollen and nectar from Banksia integrifolia, which is fire sensitive) for 
updating the fire management strategy and burns plans.

 Area

Weeds, such as Bitou Bush, 
that suppress the 
regeneration of key food 
trees, such as Coastal 
Banksia.

Control weeds in key foraging and roosting sites, avoiding flowering 
periods to minimise impacts on food resources.  Site

Loss of habitat from climate 
change including inundation 
of lowland (wallum) habitat, 
coastal erosion, influx of 
saline water, as well as 
drying of littoral forests from 
temperature rise and 
increased drought.

Regenerate and protect Banksia integrifolia and coastal rainforest 
patches in coastal headland and old dunal areas including at the 
southern end of its habitat range in NSW to support climate change 
adaptivity.

 Site

Limited viable habitat for the 
species reducing NSW 
population viability.

Establish a baseline for the species population at long-term sites 
representative of the species’ range in NSW. Conduct systematic mist 
netting by experienced ecologists at Banksia integrifolia and roost sites 
in winter to early spring to monitor population and foraging behaviour. 
Ensure mist netting includes adherence to strict protocols around 
stress. Conduct monitoring at approx. 3 reserve sites and 3 non-reserve 
sites across the NSW range. Potential sites could include Illuka Nature 
Reserve, Bundjalung, Bongil Bongil, and Crowdy Bay National Parks, 
and Brunswick Heads Nature Reserve.

 Site

Lack of knowledge of threats.

Monitor annual flowering periods of food plants in the area near species 
monitoring sites. Utilise flying-fox food tree monitoring approaches to 
identify temporal and spatial resource availability issues. Link 
monitoring to management of climate change adaptation, disturbance, 
and targeting of priority areas for weed and fire management, and 
habitat protection.

 Site

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

