
Help save the Common Planigale

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Planigale maculata

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. This strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the priority management areas and 
conservation actions required to manage critical threats to conserve 
the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Vulnerable

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (widespread)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10635

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

Strategic Importance: The NSW distribution of Planigale maculata 
comprises a unique clade that is genetically and phylogenetically 
distinct from the broader north western part of the species distribution. 
Across its range Planigale maculata is poorly known in terms of 
population size and density and is often misidentified with other small 
dasyurid species. The stronghold for the species in NSW exists in 
Wallum systems and it is associated with low swampy areas, sandy 
soils, dense ground cover vegetation and a deep litter layer. As a 
cryptic species with a broad distribution, detection and monitoring 
require intensive effort. The species complex is currently being 
reviewed and if the NSW clade are split into a distinct species, it 
would likely have more than 10% of the species distribution in the 
state, making it a higher conservation priority. The species is well 
adapted to peri-urban areas but monitoring of habitat fragmentation, 
degradation, and control of associated threats such as predation from 
cats are important for securing the species.
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Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10635#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.
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Threat Action description Scale

Loss of habitat from a variety 
of land uses resulting in 
species fragmentation and 
habitat degradation. Includes 
changes to riparian areas 
and hydrology from 
residential and associated 
infrastructure development, 
and loss of ground cover 
vegetation and woody debris 
from too frequent fire and 
clearing.

Liaise with landholders across different tenures (e.g. National Parks 
and Wildlife Service, Rural Fire Service, local government, private 
landholders, and Crown Lands) to protect and improve Common 
Planigale habitat, focusing on coastal sites threatened by urbanisation. 
Focus on increasing connectivity (e.g. through riparian areas), habitat 
quality (e.g. by improving ground cover), and increasing the size of 
habitat areas near coastal urbanised areas.

 Area

Predation by domestic cats

Work with councils and community groups to support responsible pet 
management and to reduce fragmentation of habitat from residential 
development and maintenance of ground cover to provide a predation 
refuge

 Area

The species is often 
misidentified and requires 
further survey work to identify 
distribution and abundance 

Work with community groups and researchers to increase verified 
records. Monitor for the species at representative sites using pit fall 
traps to measure species occupancy and assess whether competition 
with other small dasyurids is a factor in abundance. Trial a comparison 
of pit fall trapping and camera trapping methods. Cameras must be 
infrared / white flash and taken in close range.

 Site

Predation by domestic cats
Work with councils to monitor cat densities near coastal habitat 
adjacent to urban areas to determine the effectiveness of cat 
management actions.

 Site

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

