
Help save the Creeping Tick-trefoil

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Desmodium campylocaulon

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. This strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the priority management areas and 
conservation actions required to manage critical threats to conserve 
the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (widespread)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10219

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

Strategic Importance: Desmodium campylocaulon is at the edge of 
its southern range in NSW, which is important for supporting the 
species adaptive capacity with climate change. The species is 
primarily sighted after heavy summer rainfall events. Desmodium 
campylocaulon is generally found in remnant grassy vegetation, such 
as road-side reserves and travelling stock reserves, as threats such 
as vegetation clearing and overgrazing have limited the availability of 
suitable habitat. The species continued persistence in remnant habitat 
in NSW is dependent on the management of vegetation condition at 
those sites.
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Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10219#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.
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Threat Action description Scale

Clearing of vegetation for 
agriculture and infrastructure 
(e.g. road and rail 
construction, local 
government infrastructure)

Encourage landholders to gain permanent protection of sites where the 
species occurs (e.g. through a conservation agreement). Support 
landholders on those sites to implement management actions to secure 
the species (e.g. by protecting paddock trees and associated 
vegetation). Educate landholders within the management area about 
the species and encourage reporting of sightings to increase potential 
management sites for the species.

 Site, Area

High intensity grazing by 
domestic stock through 
Travelling Stock Reserves in 
summer months compacting 
soil and degrading ground 
cover vegetation

Engage with Local Land Services and landholders to improve stock 
management on private land and the Travelling Stock Reserve, 
including restricting camp sites near the species and reducing total 
grazing pressure in dry periods. Trial demonstration sites for strategies 
to reduce total grazing pressure such as strategic grazing with 5-6 week 
rotations of stock to allow vegetation recovery and preserve intact 
ground cover.

 Site, Area

Invasion by perennial grass 
weeds (e.g. Coolatai grass).

Undertake weed control of invasive grasses at impacted sites. Use spot 
spraying and grass specific herbicides that will not have an adverse 
impact on the species. Engage land managers and industries operating 
near the species with procedures to reduce the spread of weeds into 
sites where the species occurs.

 Site

Monitoring is required to 
assess the species 
population trends over time

Undertake monitoring of the species at representative sites annually in 
February and assess abundance and extent over the site to monitor the 
stability of the population. Targets should consider natural fluctuations 
in the population in relation to rainfall, including population reductions 
during dry seasons. Align monitoring with other Saving our Species 
sites (e.g. near Gurley for Belson’s Panic) and for the offset site near 
North Star.

 Site

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

