
Help save the Eastern Tube-nosed 
Bat

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Nyctimene robinsoni

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. This strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the priority management areas and 
conservation actions required to manage critical threats to conserve 
the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Conservation status 
in NSW:
Vulnerable

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (widespread)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10566

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

Strategic Importance: The NSW populations of Nyctimene robinsoni
 are likely to have high conservation value as they are genetically 
distinct from populations near the NSW/QLD border and those north 
of the Gold Coast in QLD. These bats may also have restricted home 
ranges if food resources are scarce and are territorial so there is not 
likely to be significant genetic crossover with northern populations. 
Nyctimene robinsoni is uncommon in NSW and may roost solitarily or 
in small groups. The species does not echolocate but can be 
identified by its characteristic whistling call in flight. The broader lack 
of ecological knowledge across the species range in NSW coupled 
with threats from coastal hinterland development and associated 
habitat loss makes it particularly vulnerable.
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Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10566#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.
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Threat Action description Scale

Habitat fragmentation and 
degradation from past land 
clearing for agriculture, 
forestry, and urban 
development reducing habitat 
availability and condition and 
food and water availability 

Work with key landholders and councils to encourage plantings of 
rainforest food trees around riparian areas (e.g. fig trees, laurels, lilly 
pillies, quandong, palms, black bean) and educate landholders on the 
value of black bean trees and fencing to prevent of impacts on cattle.

 Area

Degradation from weeds 
including lantana and vines 
suppressing regeneration of 
food trees.

Control weeds in species habitat at priority sites. Conduct weed control 
outside of flowering periods so there is no impact on food resources.  Site

Alteration of habitat from 
climate change including 
structure, floristic 
composition, resource 
availability (water and food 
trees and palms), rainforest 
drying including gullies and 
streams.

Create connectivity between habitat within reserves and private land 
remnants by conducting targeted regeneration around gullies to 
increase food and water availability. Use climate change models to 
predict where rainforest will move or retreat to refine action plans, 
including prioritising areas that will support rainforest into the future.

 Area

Disturbance due to 
agricultural development, 
individuals getting caught on 
barbed wire fences near 
feeding and drinking areas 
(e.g. near orchards and 
dams).

Liaise with private landholders and National Parks and Wildlife Service 
to remove barbed wire in feeding and drinking areas (e.g. near orchards 
and dams).

 Site

Monitoring is required to 
assess the species 
population trends over time

Conduct acoustic surveys using song meters within audible range to 
determine presence/absence and patterns of activity at representative 
sites. Investigate movements and behaviour during summer and 
develop survey methodology for determining home range, habitat 
usage and possible torpor in NSW during winter. Support ongoing 
research in QLD into the species ecology and population structure by 
providing faecal samples for dietary analysis and genetic samples (e.g. 
wing biopsies) if required.

 Site

Monitoring is required to 
assess the severity of 
threats.

Conduct targeted surveys in areas being regenerated to monitor the 
species abundance or activity (consider calibrating acoustic monitoring 
with netting to establish correlation) at those sites to determine species 
response to management. Utilise flying-fox food tree monitoring 
approaches to identify temporal and spatial resource availability issues 
in relation to climate change.

 Site

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

