
Help save the Gympie Stinger

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Dendrocnide moroides

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. The strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the minimum number of priority 
management sites and conservation actions required to manage 
critical threats to conserve the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Four priority management sites were identified in NSW (ordered north 
to south and including local government area (LGA)). They are:

• Near Carool and Tomewin in Tweed LGA
• Cudgen Nature Reserve in Tweed LGA
• Mooball National Park in Tweed LGA
• Drake in Tenterfield LGA

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (range-restricted)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10214

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

More information about each site is provided on the following pages. 

Strategic Importance: NSW contains scattered records of this 
species at the southern limit of the species range. Though there may 
be more individuals in NSW than represented in records as the 
species is under surveyed. The species is not common in south east 
Queensland and the south east region is highly disjunct from the 
broader northern distribution.

Map of Gympie Stinger occurrence and priority 
management site(s)

Priority management siteSpecies occurrence(*)

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10214
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10214
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10214
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10214


Total site area (ha):

1674.82

Local government area:

Tweed

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

N/A

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
species at the site will be 
conducted to determine the local 
population trends through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness of 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added, or removed 
over time in response to 
monitoring results, based on 
maximising the project’s 
effectivenes.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Near Carool and 
Tomewin

Near Carool and Tomewin, north of Bilambil Creek

Site 1:

Management site map

Priority management site

Management activities to protect the Gympie Stinger at the site
Threat Objective Action

Infestation of habitat 
by introduced weeds.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Control weeds in species habitat at 
priority sites.

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Establish a baseline for the 
species population at the site. 
Conduct targeted twice-yearly 
surveys to monitor the species 
abundance, extent, and condition 
at the site to determine species 
response to management and to 
monitor the severity of threats 
including weeds. Design survey to 
consider the ephemeral/short lived 
ecology of the species at the site 
(e.g. targeting canopy gaps) and 
safety issues from the plant sting.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Total site area (ha):

915.95

Local government area:

Tweed

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

Cudgen Nature Reserve

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
species at the site will be 
conducted to determine the local 
population trends through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness of 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added, or removed 
over time in response to 
monitoring results, based on 
maximising the project’s 
effectivenes.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Cudgen Nature 
Reserve

Cudgen Nature Reserve, Bogangar NSW

Site 2:

Management site map

Priority management site

Management activities to protect the Gympie Stinger at the site
Threat Objective Action

Infestation of habitat 
by introduced weeds.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Control weeds in species habitat at 
priority sites.

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Establish a baseline for the 
species population at the site. 
Conduct targeted twice-yearly 
surveys to monitor the species 
abundance, extent, and condition 
at the site to determine species 
response to management and to 
monitor the severity of threats 
including weeds. Design survey to 
consider the ephemeral/short lived 
ecology of the species at the site 
(e.g. targeting canopy gaps) and 
safety issues from the plant sting.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Total site area (ha):

1150.53

Local government area:

Tweed

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

Mooball National Park

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
species at the site will be 
conducted to determine the local 
population trends through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness of 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added, or removed 
over time in response to 
monitoring results, based on 
maximising the project’s 
effectivenes.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Mooball National Park
Mooball National Park

Site 3:

Management site map

Priority management site

Management activities to protect the Gympie Stinger at the site
Threat Objective Action

Infestation of habitat 
by introduced weeds.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Control weeds in species habitat at 
priority sites

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Establish a baseline for the 
species population at the site. 
Conduct targeted twice-yearly 
surveys to monitor the species 
abundance, extent, and condition 
at the site to determine species 
response to management and to 
monitor the severity of threats 
including weeds. Design survey to 
consider the ephemeral/short lived 
ecology of the species at the site 
(e.g. targeting canopy gaps) and 
safety issues from the plant sting.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Total site area (ha):

4583.41

Local government area:

Tenterfield

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

N/A

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
species at the site will be 
conducted to determine the local 
population trends through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness of 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added, or removed 
over time in response to 
monitoring results, based on 
maximising the project’s 
effectivenes.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Drake
Drake

Site 4:

Management site map

Priority management site

Management activities to protect the Gympie Stinger at the site
Threat Objective Action

Risk of local extinction 
because population 
numbers are small.

Establish new wild 
population/s

Undertake surveys at historically 
recorded sites to determine if 
species is present. If species is 
present, assess baseline 
population and critical threats at 
the site to inform management 
actions.

Landholders clearing 
plant because of its 
stinging hairs

Minimise the extent of 
clearing

Erect signage to maintain a buffer 
between visitors and the plants to 
protect the plants and to protect 
people from stings

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Establish a baseline for the 
species population at the site. 
Conduct targeted twice-yearly 
surveys to monitor the species 
abundance, extent, and condition 
at the site to determine species 
response to management and to 
monitor the severity of threats 
including weeds. Design survey to 
consider the ephemeral/short lived 
ecology of the species at the site 
(e.g. targeting canopy gaps) and 
safety issues from the plant sting.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

