
Help save the Long-footed Potoroo

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Potorous longipes

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. This strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the priority management areas and 
conservation actions required to manage critical threats to conserve 
the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Critically Endangered

Commonwealth 
status:
Endangered

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (widespread)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10661

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10661#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Strategic Importance: The long-footed potoroo has not been 
detected in NSW in over 20 years. If a population remains it would be 
highly vulnerable to extinction in NSW. Threats at potential sites, 
particularly high introduced predator densities, are likely to impact the 
security of the species in NSW if not managed.
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Threat Action description Scale

Predation by foxes 
particularly if human 
disturbances reduce 
understorey vegetation cover 
and increase predator 
activity.

If species is detected, develop fox control regime (e.g. aerial baiting or 
bait stations at a relevant scale) appropriate to the site accessibility, 
tenure, and conditions (e.g. increasing post fire). Aim to minimise 
impacts on dingoes. Work with National Parks and Wildlife Service 
Pests and Weeds Unit, neighbouring landholders, and Victoria 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning to develop 
effective and feasible approach that is integrated with existing fox 
control actions and inclusive of adjoining habitat areas. Use species 
camera survey data to monitor fox densities in response to fox control 
actions.

 Site, Area

Fire and logging regimes or 
other disturbances that 
reduce the availability and 
abundance of hypogeous 
fungi and ground cover.

If species is detected, develop and implement a fire management 
strategy with relevant landholders – based on a habitat-complexity map 
– that benefits the protection, maintenance and enhancement of long-
footed potoroo habitat, while meeting other National Parks and Wildlife 
Service obligations in relation to reducing risk of major wildfire events 
(see details in the recovery plan for the long-footed potoroo and the 
Victorian action statement for the long-footed potoroo).

 Site

Fire and logging regimes or 
other disturbances that 
reduce the availability and 
abundance of hypogeous 
fungi and ground cover.

If species is detected in forestry sites, liaise with the Environmental 
Protection Authority and Forestry Corporation NSW to increase 
awareness of the species presence and requirements to mitigate any 
adverse effect of the forestry operation on the species, so they can 
develop Site-Specific Conditions for the species in accordance with 
their licence.

 Area

Competition for fungal food 
resources with the feral pig.

If species is detected, monitor the threat of feral pigs and undertake 
control actions in consultation with the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service Pests and Weeds Unit if required.

 Site

Predation by feral cats.
If species is detected, monitor the threat of cats and undertake control 
actions in consultation with the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
Pests and Weeds Unit if required.

 Site

Lack of knowledge of the 
species abundance and 
distribution in NSW

Conduct camera trapping surveys in priority management areas. 
Surveys should focus on areas near Victorian sites where the species 
occurs, that have suitable forest habitat, or some connectivity with 
known populations, and low densities of foxes. Areas that have had 
serious or frequent fires in recent years may also have a lower 
likelihood of detection. Work with the Victoria Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning Southern Ark and Arthur Rylah 
Institute to incorporate effective survey methods and estimate the 
probability of detection in marginal/low density NSW sites to determine 
a reasonable timeframe and effort required to conclude whether the 
species persists in NSW.

 Site

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

