
Help save the Pygmy Bishop's Hat

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Mitrasacme pygmaea

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. This strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the priority management areas and 
conservation actions required to manage critical threats to conserve 
the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (widespread)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10535

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

Strategic Importance: The single location in which Mitrasacme 
pygmaea occurs in NSW represents the disjunct southernmost 
occurrence of the species. The NSW records occur at the extreme 
cool end of the species temperature range and plants at these 
locations are likely to have genetic diversity not present in the QLD 
subpopulations. In addition, these records may indicate potential 
habitat for the species if subpopulations in warmer climates are 
negatively affected by climate change. The 150 km disjunction makes 
the NSW population less likely to suffer from the same threats facing 
the populations in the south and therefore important for adaptive 
capacity. Though it is abundant in Queensland, the south east 
populations have not been confirmed in recent years. The NSW 
records have also not been verified in recent years, though recent fire 
at the known site may support a fluctuation of individuals.
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Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10535#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.
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Threat Action description Scale

Lack of information on the 
species in NSW to inform a 
conservation management 
strategy 

Survey historical records of the species at Mt Warning (3 Tops 
mountain) in rocky outcrops and montane heath to determine if present 
and if post-fire recruitment has occurred. Survey after rain when 
flowering during autumn/winter and record the number of individuals 
and assess threats and habitat condition. If present, collect seeds and 
conduct surveys every three months to determine recruitment and life 
cycle stage as species is short lived. Seed collections must be 
managed by ABG or Saving our Species staff to minimise impacts on 
population recruitment.

 Site

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

