
Help save the Rufous Fieldwren

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Calamanthus campestris

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. This strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the priority management areas and 
conservation actions required to manage critical threats to conserve 
the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Conservation status 
in NSW:
Vulnerable

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (widespread)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=20138

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

Strategic Importance: The Rufous Fieldwren is a cryptic species, 
which is taxonomically and morphologically similar to other fieldwren 
species. The threatened Rufous Fieldwren in NSW is Calamanthus 
campestris isabellinus (though it is listed as Calamanthus campestris 
in the determination). This species was previously grouped with 
Calamanthus campestris and other fieldwrens (e.g. Calamanthus 
campestris campestris, which occurs in north west Victoria). As the 
species is cryptic and occurs in habitats that are poorly surveyed, 
current occurrence data are unreliable and contain records of other 
species (e.g. Redthroat), and taxa from the formerly grouped Rufous 
Fieldwren. The subspecies distribution is poorly known but occurs in 
NSW and South Australia, bordering on the Northern Territory. NSW 
is at the eastern edge of the subspecies distribution and reliable 
records are from the Broken Hill area where it mostly occurs in open 
chenopod shrubland. The subspecies typically occurs in low numbers 
and individuals have a small home range and may not disperse past 
discontinuous habitat, so populations could develop unique ecological 
niches or characteristics where they occur; however, their actual 
dispersal behaviour is poorly known.
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Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=20138#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Rufous Fieldwren occurrence and priority 
management area(s)

Priority management areaSpecies occurrence(*)
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Threat Action description Scale

Overgrazing from goats 
impacting habitat structure, 
condition, and resource 
availability (shelter and food).

Undertake integrated goat control (e.g. musting and shooting) and 
increase pest control during droughts and after fire to reduce impacts 
on vegetation recruitment. Work with Local Land Services to coordinate 
control across tenures.

 Area

Limited knowledge of 
distribution and habitat 
requirements limits ability to 
determine and respond to 
threats.

Utilise information from ecological surveys on species distribution and 
populations to identify priority monitoring sites. Conduct targeted 
surveys for the species at representative sites (e.g. using call play back 
or acoustic recording) during the breeding season. Aim to determine 
trends in population density and the species response to threat 
management.

 Site

Lack of knowledge of the 
species ecology limits ability 
to understand its threats and 
management requirements.

Conduct research to determine the species ecology to understand its 
threats and management requirements. Aim to understand habitat 
requirements, population size and structure, distribution, life history and 
breeding behaviour, diet, and priority management sites.

 Area

Monitoring is required to 
assess the severity of 
threats.

Monitor the habitat (e.g. vegetation structure, diversity, condition) at 
management sites to determine the vegetation response to 
management of total grazing pressure. Associate with species 
monitoring to quantify the species habitat preferences.

 Site

Overgrazing from both 
domestic stock (e.g. Dorper 
and Merino sheep) and goats 
(both feral and commercial) 
impacting habitat structure, 
condition, and resource 
availability (shelter and food).

Work with Local Land Services and Local Government to educate 
landholders on total grazing pressure and encourage strategic grazing, 
water point management, and pest control that prevents overgrazing of 
Rufous Fieldwren habitat (e.g. open chenopod shrubland). Encourage 
further reduction of total grazing pressure during droughts and after fire 
to reduce impacts on vegetation recruitment.

 Area

Increased droughts from 
climate change altering 
rainfall patterns and 
impacting vegetation 
structure and condition, 
resulting in lower habitat 
suitability and resilience to 
threats (e.g. grazing 
pressure). 

Increase vegetation resilience to drought by implementing the actions to 
manage total grazing pressure.  Area

Threat of habitat loss and 
increased pests from land 
clearing for proposed mine 
construction and associated 
infrastructure.

Provide advice to regulatory and planning agencies on the species 
threats and management requirements near potential mine 
developments (e.g. protection of chenopod shrubland, buffers around 
species occurrences, pest control, indirect impacts from infrastructure), 
as well as opportunities for offset sites.

 Site

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

