
Help save the Swamp Foxglove

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Centranthera cochinchinensis

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. This strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the priority management areas and 
conservation actions required to manage critical threats to conserve 
the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Photo: Lachlan Copeland

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (widespread)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10153

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10153#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Strategic Importance: NSW populations of Centranthera 
cochinchinensis are significant southern outliers with a unique 
environmental niche, which may be genetically distinct. Though the 
species is common in north QLD, the species has a large range and 
may be a species complex that could be split into different species. 
Some occurrences of the species in NSW are also within the TEC 
Freshwater Wetlands on Coastal Floodplains of the New South Wales 
North Coast, Sydney Basin and South East Corner.
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Threat Action description Scale

Too little or too much 
disturbance (e.g. from 
mowing and grazing) 
impacting the species 
condition and recruitment

Liaise with landholders to support regeneration and management of 
populations to maintain suitable habitat conditions and an intermediate 
disturbance threshold (i.e. ensuring no full exclusion or high intensity of 
disturbance) across different tenures (e.g. in relation to grazing and 
mowing at the cemetery site). 

 Area

Too little or too much 
disturbance (e.g. from 
mowing and grazing) 
impacting the species 
condition and recruitment

Monitor species response to disturbance to determine optimal 
disturbance level regime for the species  Site

Limited known sites for the 
species reducing NSW 
population viability

Conduct repeated surveys in summer and autumn across the species 
range to confirm species presence and identify priority sites, 
considering annual variation in occurrence. Aim to identify semi-
parasitic host species during surveys. Priority survey areas include: 
Basket swamp, Tweed Heads, Yuragir and Woodburn. If species is 
present, assess baseline population and critical threats at the site to 
inform management actions

 Area

Pigs degrading vegetation

Liaise with landholders and work with Local Land Services to support 
pig control (i.e. trapping and shooting) across different tenures (e.g. 
road reserves, travelling stock reserves, National Parks Estate) and 
focussed on the Clarence area.

 Site

Residential development 
encroaching on habitat and 
increasing human 
disturbance

Provide advice to local council on the species habitat requirements and 
encourage land managers to survey, conserve, and manage the 
species on their properties. 

 Area

Degradation from weeds 
including perennial grasses, 
pasture grasses

Control weeds in species habitat at priority sites and support agencies 
and landholders to increase control across different tenures  Site

Disturbance from forestry 
operations including pine 
plantations near Mountain 
View

Liaise with private landholders and Forestry NSW to provide advice on 
the species tolerance to disturbance (e.g. not excluding or conducting 
high intensity disturbance) from forestry activities. Update advice in 
operational plans and approvals and conduct liaison every 5 years 
including species management and identification training if required. 

 Area

Risk of extinction in NSW 
due to restricted distribution.

Establish a baseline for the species population at representative sites. 
Conduct targeted annual surveys to monitor the species abundance, 
extent, condition, survival, and flowering/fruiting at those sites to 
determine species response to management and to monitor the severity 
of threats including disturbance, pests, and weeds.

 Site

Limited known sites for the 
species reducing NSW 
population viability

Collect seed across the NSW range during autumn for ex-situ 
conservation (i.e. seedbanking and potential population augmentation 
or translocation) using Australian Botanic Gardens (ABG) collection 
protocols. Collections must be managed by ABG or Saving our Species
 staff to minimise impacts on population recruitment.

 Site

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

