
Help save the Tinospora Vine

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Tinospora smilacina

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. This strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the priority management areas and 
conservation actions required to manage critical threats to conserve 
the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (widespread)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10808

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10808#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Strategic Importance: NSW sites of Tinospora smilacina are at 
southern limit and coolest ecological niche known sites for the 
species, and are therefore important for climate change adaptive 
capacity of the species. Occurrences of the species in NSW have 
been fragmented and their extent has been reduced. It is also rare to 
get fertile specimens from NSW.
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Threat Action description Scale

Disturbance from forestry 
operations including roading, 
clear felling and debris as 
well as promotion of bell 
miner associated dieback 
conditions

Liaise with private landholders and Forestry NSW to provide advice on 
the species tolerance (i.e. sensitivity) to disturbance, including impacts 
on population health or recruitment, from forestry activities for updating 
in operational plans and approvals. Update advice and conduct liaison 
every 5 years including species management and identification training 
if required. Also provide advice on best-practice management of Bell 
Miner Associated Dieback (BMAD) resulting from forestry operations.

 Area

Limited known sites for the 
species reducing NSW 
population viability

Establish baseline for the species population at select sites. Conduct 
targeted surveys every two years to monitor the species extent, 
condition, and assess habitat quality at those sites to determine species 
response to management and to monitor the severity of threats.

 Site

Invasion of habitat by weeds 
including lantana, cats claw 
creeper, and overgrowth of 
native vines

Control weeds in species habitat at priority sites  Site

Habitat degradation from bell 
miner associated dieback 
including changes to soil 
moisture

Undertake monitoring to evaluate the response of the species (e.g. 
recruitment and condition) as well as the prevalence of eucalypt 
dieback in relation to management. Measure rates of dieback within 
and outside areas of active restoration / weed control and develop a 
bell miner control program if required.

 Area

Clearing, fragmentation, and 
degradation of habitat, 
including from overgrazing

Work with Local Land Services and council to engage landholders to 
support surveys, protection, and management of the species on private 
land.

 Site

High frequency fire impacting 
population viability, 
exacerbated by the 
cumulative threats of weeds 
and bell miner associated 
dieback

Liaise with land managers (including National Parks and Wildlife 
Service and Forestry NSW) to provide advice on the species 
management requirements for fire regimes (e.g. their tolerance 
thresholds to fire frequency and severity) for updating the fire 
management strategy and burns plans.

 Area

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

