
Help save the Wild Orange

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Capparis canescens

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. The strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the minimum number of priority 
management sites and conservation actions required to manage 
critical threats to conserve the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

One priority management site was identified in NSW. It is:

• Bonshaw in Inverell LGA

Photo: Gavin Phillips

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (range-restricted)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10143

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

More information about each site is provided on the following pages. 

Strategic Importance: There is only one site of Capparis canescens 
in NSW so it is at high risk of local extinction. The population covers 
the southern limit for the species distribution, which includes a 
disjunct NSW/south east Qld population that may be a distinct 
southern metapopulation, though the species can be dispersed by 
fauna with large ranges (e.g. flying fox, birds). The species is not 
uncommon north of the NSW border between Texas and Inglewood 
and is associated with sandstone and Mesozoic deposits.
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management site(s)
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Total site area (ha):

4940.92

Local government area:

Inverell

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

N/A

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
species at the site will be 
conducted to determine the local 
population trends through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness of 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added, or removed 
over time in response to 
monitoring results, based on 
maximising the project’s 
effectivenes.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Bonshaw
Bruxner Highway 20km north of Bonshaw (cluster on road reserve 
and adjoining properties)

Site 1:

Management site map

Priority management site

Management activities to protect the Wild Orange at the site
Threat Objective Action

Damage to plants 
from road works 
including slashing and 
spraying.

Minimise accidental 
damage on road/track 
edges

Liaise with the Roads and Traffic 
Authority and council annually to 
inform them of the location of the 
species and to minimise accidental 
damage during road works (e.g. 
slashing, spraying), including 
incorporation of site protection into 
relevant plans and contractor 
inductions.

Risk of local extinction 
due to small 
population size and 
isolation.

Develop and maintain 
ex-situ germplasm 
collections for the 
species

Collect seed for ex-situ 
conservation (i.e. seedbanking and 
potential population augmentation 
or translocation) using Australian 
Botanic Gardens (ABG) collection 
protocols. Collections must be 
managed by ABG or Saving our 
Species staff to minimise impacts 
on population recruitment. Consult 
with Queensland Herbarium on 
options to supplement with 
Queensland material if NSW seed 
collections are not adequate. 

Risk of local extinction 
due to small 
population size and 
isolation.

Increase existing 
population

Work with land managers (e.g. 
local government, Crown Lands, 
private landholders) to support 
surveys, protection, and 
management of the species 
around the site. Particularly to 
identify additional sites in the 
surrounding area.

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Establish a baseline for the 
species population at the site. 
Conduct targeted annual surveys 
to monitor the species abundance, 
extent, recruitment, and condition 
at the site to determine species 
response to management and to 
monitor the severity of threats 
including disturbance levels.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies
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